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INTRODUCTION. 


This  volume  is  published  as  a memorial  to  two  distinguished 
and  honored  members  of  this  Society,  Charles  Jeremy  Hoadly, 
LL.D.,  and  George  Edward  Hoadley,  sons  of  Jeremy  Hoadley. 
Both  were  residents  of  Hartford  and  both  were  known  for 
their  historical  knowledge  and  antiquarian  studies.  Charles 
J.,  the  elder  of  the  two,  after  being  graduated  from  Trinity 
College  in  Hartford,  studied  for  the  law  and  was  admitted 
to  practice.  Soon  after,  in  1855,  he  was  appointed  State 
Librarian  and  continued  in  that  position  until  his  death  on 
October  18,  1900,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two,  a period  of 
forty-five  years.  As  State  Librarian  he  edited  for  the  State 
the  “Records  of  the  Colony  of  New  Haven”  in  two  volumes, 
and  continuing  the  work  begun  by  his  predecessor,  James 
Hammond  Trumbull,  LL.D.,  he  edited  volumes  four  to  fifteen 
of  the  “Records  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,”  covering  the 
period  from  1689  to  1776,  and  volumes  one  and  two  of  the 
“Records  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,”  from  July  1776  to 
April  1780.  The  third  volume  of  the  same  records  prepared 
by  him  and  left  in  manuscript  ready  for  the  press,  covering  the 
period  from  May  1780  to  October  1781,  was  published  after 
his  death  by  his  brother  George.  Dr.  Hoadly  was  also  the 
author  of  a number  of  historical  pamphlets,  articles  and  re- 
ports. He  became  a member  of  the  Connecticut  Historical 
Society  on  November  7,  1854,  was  a faithful  attendant  at  its 
meetings  and  after  having  held  several  lesser  offices  in  the 
Society  was  elected  its  President  on  May  22,  1894,  and  was 
continued  in  that  office  by  reelection  until  his  death.  In  his 
mature  years  he  dropped  the  letter  “e”  from  his  surname,  thus 
making  it  conform  to  what  in  his  belief  was  the  original  and 
proper  spelling  of  the  name.  Those  who  had  occasion  to 
consult  him  as  he  sat  at  his  library  desk  will  recall  his  broad 
scholarship,  his  wide  knowledge  of  all  that  pertained  to  the 
early  history  of  Connecticut  and  his  extensive  antiquarian  lore. 
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George  E.  Hoadley  in  his  early  life  followed  mercantile 
pursuits.  His  later  years  were  devoted  to  the  home  and  to 
historical  and  antiquarian  studies.  He  became  a member  of 
the  Connecticut  Historical  Society  on  February  5,  1901,  and 
later  was  elected  a member  for  life.  He  had  an  exceeding 
fondness  for  the  numerous  and  varied  literary  and  antiquarian 
treasures  that  had  been  gathered  by  both  his  brother  Charles 
and  himself,  and  took  great  pleasure  in  exhibiting  and  explain- 
ing these  to  his  friends  in  the  new  home  which  he  erected  in 
his  later  life  in  West  Hartford  near  the  Hartford  boundary 
line.  There  he  passed  away  quietly  surrounded  by  his 
treasures  on  November  21,  1922,  in  his  eighty-sixth  year. 
Neither  of  the  brothers  married. 

By  the  will  of  Mr.  George  E.  Hoadley,  and  by  a further 
memorandum  accompanying  it,  many  of  his  manuscript 
treasures  became  the  property  of  the  Connecticut  Historical 
Society,  thus  adding  to  some  which  he  had  presented  to  the 
Society  during  his  life.  His  will  also  made  the  Society  the 
legatee  of  one-half  of  the  residuary  estate  remaining  after  a 
number  of  personal  bequests.  This  considerable  residuary 
legacy,  together  with  a gift  made  during  his  life  time,  were 
for  the  specific  purpose  of  procuring  a site  if  necessary  and 
of  erecting  a fire  proof  building  for  the  use  and  occupancy  of 
this  Society.  These  funds  were  invested  in  high-class  securi- 
ties when  they  were  received,  and  with  the  addition  of  their 
increment  and  the  rise  in  the  values  of  stocks  they  increased 
rapidly.  However,  before  the  Society  had  arranged  for  the 
erection  of  a building  there  came  the  sudden  and  violent  drop 
in  the  values  of  securities,  which  has  postponed  for  the 
present  the  erection  of  the  contemplated  building,  although 
the  site  for  it  has  been  secured. 

Among  the  numerous  valuable  and  interesting  manuscripts 
which  had  been  gathered  by  the  brothers  and  which  came  to 
this  Society,  there  was  a package  of  copies  of  letters  and 
documents  pertaining  to  the  early  history  of  Connecticut,  care- 
fully transcribed  in  the  extremely  legible  handwriting  of  Dr. 
Charles  J.  Hoadly,  with  the  location  of  their  originals  usually 
noted.  Some  of  these  copies  had  been  made  by  him  as  long 
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ago  as  forty  years  before  his  death.  They  were  arranged  and 
tied  as  a separate  packet,  perhaps  with  the  idea  that  they 
would  be  published  at  some  later  time. 

It  is  these  copies  prepared  by  Dr.  Charles  J.  Hoadly  and 
later  presented  to  the  Society  by  Mr.  George  E.  Hoadley  that 
are  here  printed  as  a memorial  to  them  and  as  a slight  recog- 
nition of  their  interest  in  and  their  generosity  to  the  Society. 

Recognizing  Dr.  Hoadly’s  painstaking  accuracy  it  has  not 
been  thought  necessary,  even  were  it  possible,  to  compare  the 
copies  with  the  original  documents,  and  they  are  here  printed 
exactly  as  prepared  and  left  by  him,  together  with  the  few 
footnotes  which  he  had  written.  Other  footnotes  added  by 
the  editor  have  been  so  designated.  In  a few  instances  it 
has  been  difficult  to  decide  whether  the  title  or  heading  of  a 
document  appeared  on  the  original  or  had  been  added  by  Dr. 
Hoadly  when  making  the  copy.  In  all  such  cases  of  doubt  the 
title  has  been  retained  when  printing. 


A.  C.  B. 


HOADLY  MEMORIAL. 


GEORGE  FENWICK1  TO  SIR  THOMAS 
BARRINGTON.2 

May  it  please  you,  Yours  of  the  28th  of  May  came  lately 
to  my  handes,  wherein  you  request  my  helpe  in  yor  late 
brothers  occasions  how  willinge  I would  be  to  doe  you  ser- 
vice in  any  thinge  that  might  concerne  his  wife  and  children, 
I had  rather  my  actions  should  manifest  then  I make  pro- 
fession, but  they  are  but  small  matters  that  lye  wthin  my 
compasse  whereof  I give  you  account  as  followeth,  &c.  the 
51  and  ye  2 or  31  mentioned  in  my  letter  to  your  sister  was 
ordered  to  be  payed,  but  he  that  should  have  done  it  forgott 
his  letters  att  ye  Bay  & direction  for  y1  & other  occasions  wch 
is  the  cause  that  it  was  not  then  payed,  but  now  I shall  writ 
to  Sr  Arthur  Hesilrige  to  pay  them,  the  2 or  31  I make  up 
51  10s  for  the  remainder  of  that  invoice  your  brother  sent 
over  wth  my  man  & for  wch  I formerly  returned  you  801,  these 
things  that  were  left  last,  were  sold  cheaper  then  the  former 
by  reason  of  much  damage  they  had  by  mothes  — ther  was 
only  beside  thes  hear  on  heifer  in  goodman  Scotts  hand,  (wch 
seeing  she  was  not  likely  to  arise  to  any  gaine  (he  requiring 
soe  deare  for  her  keeping,  I directed  him  to  sell  her  wch  he 
hath  done  for  41  15s  the  countrie  pay  I shall  take  vpon  myself, 
& order  it  to  be  payed  to  you  by  Sr  Arthur. 


1 The  first  named  of  the  patentees  in  the  Warwick  Patent,  socalled. 
He  founded  the  Saybrook  Colony  at  the  mouth  of  the  Connecticut 
river.  In  1644  he  sold  his  rights  at  Saybrook  to  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut  and  returned  to  England.  [Ed.] 

2 Sir  Thomas  Barrington  of  Barrington  Hall  in  Hatfield,  co.  Essex, 

knighted  before  1621,  was  a Member  of  Parliament  for  several  terms, 
opposing  the  Court  measures  and  taking  the  Protestation  in  1641  and 
the  Covenant  in  1643.  He  died  in  September,  1644.  [Ed.] 
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There  is  noething  beside  thes  that  I can  heare  of  in  thes 
partes  except  the  adventure  your  brother  had  in  this  place 
where  I now  liue,  wch  I mention  that  you  may  vnderstand 
how  that  business  standes.  befor  my  comeinge  ouer  all  that 
was  disbursed  in  that  adventure  was  spent  to  1001  Att  my 
arrivall  heare  I found  divers  debts  to  pay  in  the  payment 
of  wch  and  the  repaire  of  the  houses  to  make  them  but  fitt  to 
liue  in,  & other  expences  necessarie  to  the  upholdinge  of  the 
place,  & wch  in  another  place  I should  not  haue  bene  putt  to 
(I  speake  wthin  compas.  I haue  spent  17  or  18001,  nay  occa- 
sionally my  charge  hath  bene  much  higher.  I reckon  not  into 
this  any  part  of  my  first  adventure  but  account  it  sunk, 
neither  that  losse  wch  the  fall  of  things  heare  hath  brought 
vpon  euery  one  & wch  would  haue  fallen  vpon  me  where  euer 
I had  bene  but  only  what  the  pseruing  of  this  place  did 
necessarily  require,  & wch  hath  lost1  double  the  some  in  lik 
tyme  formerly.  I writ  not  this  to  require  any  ayd  from  any, 
becaus  what  I haue  done  was  out  of  hopes  to  inioye  such 
freindes  as  had  once  purposes  this  way,  sone  after  my  comeing 
ouer,  nor  did  I think  to  haue  bene  soe  longe  alone  but 
pvidence  hath  ordered  it  otherwise  then  I expected,  but 
cheifly  I haue  said  thus  much  in  this  bussines  to  cleare  myself 
to  you  that  you  haue  noe  account  of  it,  nor  can  soe  well  judge 
what  it  is  to  laye  ye  foundation  of  plantations  as  those  that 
haue  had  some  hand  in  them:  I am  glad  you  haue  putt  your 
bussines  in  the  Bay  in  another  hand,  for  I could  not  possibly 
haue  had  leasure  to  haue  attended  it.  the  most  part  of  that 
I had  in  that  adventure  (wherein  your  brother  had  a share 
lyes  there  & I cannot  gett  to  look  after  it : Robert  Thompson, 
Mr  Maurice  Thompsons  brother  is  to  giue  you  an  account  of 
what  concernes  that  bussines  &c.  I remember  your  brother 
payed  in  2 or  3001,  as  I think  to  Mr  Maurice  Thompson 
towards  it  before  I left  England,  but  I doubt  we  shall  all 
proue  loosers  & stay  longe  for  our  money:  The  malt  you 
mention  nor  the  screwes  neuer  came  to  my  hand.  I had  in- 
deed 2 yeare  agoe  20  qter  of  malt  sent  ouer  for  my  owne  vse 


1 Cost? 
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but  I find  by  Sr  Arthur  Hesilrigs  brothers  account  that  ther 
was  25 1 payed  for  it  soe  that  either  that  you  find  in  your 
brothers  notes  was  part  of  it  & he  payed,  or  else  ther  is  some 
mistake  for  I neuer  had  any  other  malt  but  that.  It  may  be 
Sr  Arthur  can  giue  you  further  light,  thus  hauinge  as  far  as 
I can  answered  your  comandes  & my  duety  to  desceased  deare 
freind,  I shall  not  presume  to  be  any  farther  troublesome.  If 
there  be  anythinge  wherein  I may  further  serue  his  wife  and 
children,  I hope  I shall  approue  myselfe  to  them  what  I am 
assured  I should  haue  found  him  if  the  lord  had  soe  cast  it 
that  I had  stood  in  nead  of  him  I hardly  know  a freind  I 
should  soner  haue  trusted  present  my  reall  & afifectionat 
service  to  the  mother  & her  litle  ones,  & wherin  I may  serue 
you  or  them  comand 

Your  humble  servant 

Geo  Fenwick 

Seabrook  Octobr  10th  1642. 


October  10  th  1642. 

Sr  Arthur  Hesilrige  I pray  pay  to  Sr  Thomas  Barrington 
Sr  Gilbert  Gerrett1  or  Sr  William  Massam1  (the  executors  of 
Mr  Robert  Barrington  or  ther  assignes  bringing  this  note  the 
sum  of  fifteene  pound  fiue  shillings  & cause  your  brother  putt 
it  to  my  account. 

Yr  humble  servant 

Geo  Fenwick 

Seabrook  in  New  England 

[Superscribed]  For  his  much  honored  freindes  Sr  Thomas 
Barrington  Sr  Gilbert  Gerrett  & Sr  William  Massam  Kts 
& Barronetts  thes 

[Endorsed]  Mr  Fenwickes  Letters  from  Seabrook  in  New 
England  (wth  a noat  for  money  to  be  recd  fro  Sr  Arth: 
Heselrigg)  Answered  June  ye  5th  1644. 

Oct  2 No  809  1642  copied  5 Book  5 Page  1 


1 Sir  Gilbert  Gerard  and  Sir  William  Masham.  [Ed.] 
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GEORGE  FENWICK  TO  SIR  THOMAS 
BARRINGTON. 

Much  honered.  I receaued  your  letter  last  sumer  and 
returned  you  an  answere  by  the  first  conveyance  after,  but 
least  that  should  miscary,  beinge  now  ocasionally  att  Boston 
from  whence  the  conveyance  is  more  sure  I thought  good 
againe  to  signifie  to  you  what  then  I wrott:  I did  then  order 
you  to  receaue  of  Sr  Arthur  Hesilrig  51  wch  was  delivered  to 
me  by  Mr  Hooker  for  a servant  was  sent  to  him  by  your 
brother,  & wch  I appointed  two  yeare  agoe  to  be  payed  to 
you;  as  also  41  15s  for  a heifer  wch  was  in  goodman  Scotts 
hand,  and  the  residue  of  those  thinges  were  sent  ouer  wth 
my  man : that  were  in  my  hand  I did  then  omitt  wch  since 
came  to  mynd,  but  yett  I haue  not  had  account  of  them  8 
paire  of  the  finest  womans  stokins,  wch  I think  were  prised 
att  4 or  5s  & 6d  ye  paire  the  inventorie  I sent  you  will  shew 
wch  they  were  delivered  to  on  of  New  haven,  to  sell  ther 
because  (there  beinge  non  but  servants  where  I am  beside  my 
owne  familie,  they  were  too  fine  to  putt  of  ther,  when  I shall 
receaue  account  for  them  I shall  either  returne  it  to  yrselues 
or  deliver  it  to  Mr  Shipheard:  for  the  screwes  & malt  you 
wrott  of,  there  had  not  then,  nor  hath  there  since  any  screwes 
come  to  my  hand.  20  quarters  of  malt  I had  sent  ouer  next 
sumer  I think  wilbe  three  yeare,  but  in  my  account  from  Mr 
Thomas  Hesilrige  Sr  Arthurs  brother,  to  whom  I referred  you 
it  was  putt  in  payed  for.  I had  noe  other  malt  either  before 
or  since  this  beinge  all  I can  certifie  Concerninge  thes  occa- 
siones  I will  trouble  you  noe  further  butt  comendinge  you  to 
his  grace  whoe  is  able  to  keepe  you  safe  & blameles  in  the 
worst  & most  dangerous  tymes  rest 

Yors  in  any  service  he  can  perform  for  you 

Geo.  Fenwick 

I pray  present  my  service  to  yor  sister/ 

May  24th  1643. 

I had  forgott  the  Irish  adventure,  wch  is  wholly  in  Mr 
Maurice  Thompsons  or  his  brother  Robert  Thompsons  hand: 
Maurice  was  the  merchant  that  ordered  all  & sent  ouer  what 
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he  thought  fitt  to  his  brother  Robert,  & he  sold  and  receaued 
all  I neuer  receaued  or  medled  wth  any  of  your  part,  nor  haue 
I yett  halfe  my  owne  that  wch  remaines  heare  of  is  soe  farr 
as  I vnderstand  is  some  6001  & more  in  debts  some  wrof  are 
desperat  and  others  wilbe  only  payed  in  pine  staues  & planck 
— thes  debts  are  left  wth  Captain  Gibbons  of  Boston  who  as 
he  receaues  them  will  returne  them  to  Mr  Thompson.  I have 
noe  skill  of  marchants  accounts  but  I am  sensible  of  the  loss 
we  shall  sustaine  in  that  adventure  in1  lyes  not  in  my  power 
or  skill  to  helpe  in  it. 

[Superscribed]  To  the  right  wo11  & much  honored  SR  Thomas 
Barrington  Sr  Gilbert  Gerratt  & SR  William  Mar- 
sham  Kts  & Barronetts  prsent  thes 
[Endorsed]  1643  May  24  copied  No  810  Book  5 Page  4. 


THE  GENERAL  COURT’S  APPOINTMENT  OF 
JOHN  WINTHROP.2 

Att  a Generali  Court  held  att  Hartford  for  the  Jurisdiction 
of  Conecticutt  the  27th  of  Octobr  1647. 

Colony  \ Whereas  there  is  an  English  plantacon  begunn  att 
Seal.  / Nameocke  neare  vnto  Pequott  Harbour  wch  falling 
J vnder  the  government  of  this  Colony,  It  is  requi- 
site that  some  provision  be  made  for  the  execution 
of  Justice  among  the  Inhabitants  there,  It  is  there- 
fore desired  for  ye  present  and  vntill  the  next 
Court  of  election  to  be  held  att  Hartford  the  3d 
thursday  of  the  3d  month  next  comonly  called  May 


1 Sic. 

2 Son  of  Governor  John  Winthrop  of  Massachusetts ; was  com- 
missioned by  the  Warwick  patentees  in  July  1635  as  Governor  of 
Connecticut  for  one  year;  founder  of  New  London  in  1646  and 
Governor  of  Connecticut  from  1657,  with  the  exception  of  one  year, 
until  his  death  in  1676.  He  was  responsible  for  obtaining  a charter  in 
1662  from  Charles  II  uniting  the  Colonies  of  Connecticut  and  New 
Haven.  He  was  a man  of  education  and  a member  of  the  Royal 
Society  of  England.  [Ed.] 
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when  provision  may  be  made  in  the  ordinary  way 
by  the  election  of  the  Freemen  of  this  Colony;  that 
Jn°  Winthropp  Esq  (who  is  there  planted)  be 
pleased  to  order  the  persons  and  comon  occations 
of  the  sayd  place  as  may  most  conduce  to  the 
publique  welfare  and  to  administer  Justice  to  the 
people  there  according  to  the  rule  of  righteous- 
nesse,  whereunto  he  is  by  these  presents  authorised 
in  as  full  a rnaher  as  any  Magistrate  appertayning 
to  this  Jurisdiction.  In  witnesse  whereof  I have 
subscribed  and  affixed  the  seale  of  the  sayd  Colony 

Edwa:  Hopkins  / 

RESULT  OF  THE  CONSULTATION  OF  THE 
MAGISTRATES  AND  DEPUTIES. 

Copy  of  the  result  of  the  consultation  of  the  M.  & Dep.1 

In  reference  to  a former  motion  before  winter,  the  magis- 
trates & deputies  mett  at  Hartford  Feb.  14,  1660.  It  was  the 
result  of  their  consultation,  yl  it  is  necessary  for  this  Colony 
to  make  a speedy  addresse  to  his  Maiesty  our  sovereigne  Lord 
Charles  the  second  King  of  England  Scotland  France  & 
Ireland,  humbly  to  petition  his  Maiesty  for  his  favour,  & for 
the  continuance  & confirmation  of  such  priviledges  & liberties 
as  are  necessary  for  the  cofortable  settlement  of  this  Colony: 
They  likewise  resolved,  y*  the  deputies  would  corned  to  their 
severall  townes,  to  consult  & consider  about  what  might  be 
necessary  in  way  of  preparation  thereunto,  that  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Generali  Court  might  be  considered  & setled 
the  suitable  meanes  to  effect  the  same  in  a fitt  & honourable 
way. 


1 In  the  handwriting  of  Governor  John  Winthrop. 


JOHN  TALCOTT. 
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DECLARATION  BY  JOHN  TALCOTT.1 

To  all  to  whome  these  prsents  shall  come,  I Jon  Tallcott 
of  Hartford  Treasurer  to  ye  Collony  of  Connectecutt  in  New 
England  send  greeting:  These  are  to  desier  you  or  every  of 
you  that  shall  have  occation  to  deal  wth  or  honord  Governor 
John  Winthrop  Esqr,  or  his  Assignes,  for  moneys  not  ex- 
ceeding five  Hundreth  pounds,  as  hee  shall  have  occation, 
takeinge  his  or  their  bills  of  exchang  for  the  same,  To  bee 
drawn  on  mee  the  abouesayd  John  Tallcott,  And  takeing  from 
the  sd  John  Winthrop  Esqr  or  his  Assigns,  a true  coppy  of 
this  present  deed,  attested  vnder  his  or  their  owne  hands: 
And  I doe  heareby  in  the  behalf e of  ye  foresayd  Collony  of 
Conectecutt,  covenant  and  promise,  all  such  person  or  persons 
and  every  of  them  severally,  That  all  such  bills  of  exchang 
shalbee  duely  satisfied  and  payd,  according  to  the  tennor  of 
them,  by  mee  ye  sayd  John  Talcott  or  my  assignes.  And  in 
default  of  such  payment,  that  then  I my  selfe  in  ye  behalfe 
of  the  foresayd  Colloney,  shall  & will  sattisfie  and  pay  vnto 
such  desbursers  and  every  of  them  severally,  all  such  damadge 
and  loss  as  shall  acrew  vnto  them,  or  as  they  shall  suffer  by 
reson  of  the  nonpayment  of  ye  sayd  severall  bills:  In  wittnes 
wheorof  I haue  hearvnto  sett  my  hand  and  seale  this  sixtenth 
of  June  in  the  year  of  or  Lord  one  thousand  six  hundreth 
sixty  and  one. 

John  Tallcott  Treasr 
Signed  sealed  and  deliverd 
in  the  presents  of 
Sam11'  Willys 
Richard  Lord  Senr 
Giles  Hamlin. 


1 Was  an  early  resident  of  Hartford  and  father  of  Governor 
Joseph  Talcott;  held  numerous  military  offices  and  was  commissioned 
Lieutenant  Colonel  at  the  outbreak  of  King  Phillips  war;  was  one  of 

the  patentees  named  in  the  Charter  of  Connecticut  and  one  of  the 
committee  to  whom  it  was  intrusted  for  safekeeping.  In  1660  he 
succeeded  his  father  as  treasurer  of  the  Colony  and  continued  in  that 
office  until  1676.  [Ed.] 
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PETER  STUYVESANT1  TO  THE  DEPUTY 
GOVERNOR  AND  MAGISTRATES 
OF  CONNECTICUT. 

The  Ed.  Stepheson’s  Eettr  to  the  Court  of  Octobr  1662. 

Honoured  and  worthy  Srs.  By  this  occasion  of  me  brother 
in  lawe,  (beinge  necessitated  to  make  a second  voyage,  for 
ayde  his  distressed  sister,  Judith  Varleth,  imprisoned  as  we 
are  informed,  vppon  pretend  accusation  of  wicherye  we  realy 
beleeve,  and  out  her  wel  known  education,  life  conversation 
& profession  of  faith,  wee  dear  assure  that  shee  is  innocent 
of  such  a horrible  crimen,  & wherefor  I doubt  not  hee  will 
now,  as  formerly,  finde  jour2  honnours  favour  and  ayde  for 
the  innocent.)  I kan  not  omit  to  acquaint  you,  (which  should 
have  bene  done  sooner  if  my  absence  had  not  hindred  it,) 
that  one  John  Jonge,  whether  vppon  your  orders  (as  he  pre- 
tend, I doubt  had  vndertaken  as  by  his  seditious  letters  may 
appeare  to  diverte  & revoce  the  English  towns  in  this  province, 
vnder  the  protection  of  the  High  & Mighty  Lords  the  Estaats 
Generali  of  the  Vnited  Belgick  Provinces,  & in  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Right  Honnourable  Lords  of  the  West  India 
Compagnie  settled,  of  their  oath  & due  obediance  vnto  vs 
theire  lawfull  Governour,  which  his  vnlawful  proceedings, 
amongst  the  silly  & common  people,  without  any  ac- 
knowledgem1  or  addresses  vnto  vs,  as  governour  of  this 
province,  if  you  will  owne  as  we  doe  not  hope,  you  may  tacke 
notice,  that  it  is  a absolute  breatch,  & a nullification  of  the 
agreement  about  the  limits  A0  1650  made  at  Hardfort,  be- 
tween the  Honnourable  Commissioners  of  New  England  & vs, 
as  Governour  Generali  of  this  Province,  & that  by  that  meanes 
the  aforementioned  High  & Mighty  Lords  Estaats  General  & 
Right  Honnourable  Lords  of  the  West  India  Compa  ware 
given  just  grounds  & reason  to  demand,  & by  such  meanes, 
as  they  in  wisdom  shal  thincke  meete  to  recover  al  that  trackt 


1 Dutch  Governor  of  New  York  from  1646  until  1664  when  that 
Colony  was  surrendered  to  the  English.  [Ed.] 

2 Your?  [Ed.] 
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of  land  between  Greenwhich  and  the  fresh  river,  soo  longh 
vnjustly  as  it  now  doeth  appeare  without  any  patent,  or  com- 
mission, possessed  & detayned  from  the  aforementioned  first 
possessors  & owners  as  it  appeare  by  the  monuments1  of  the 
howse  the  Hoope,  by  commission  of  the  aforementioned  lords 
built,  & without  molestation  vppon  the  fresh  or  Conneticut 
River  possessed,  many  yeares,  before  any  of  the  English 
nations  did  come  there,  but  confeydinge  & trustinge  more  in 
the  words  & promises  of  the  Honnourable  Governour  Win- 
trop,  as  he  did  depart  from  hence,  wee  shal  with  more  dis- 
cretion, expect  his  desyred  arrival  & leave  the  matters  to  our 
superiors  in  Europe,  & shal  after  my  respects  & love  pre- 
sented, expect  with  the  bearer  your  categorical  answer  over 
& about  the  aforementioned  John  Jongs  seditious  doeings,  & 
writings,  remaininge,  in  the  mayne, 

Your  lovinge  friende  & neighbor 

P.  Stuyvesant. 

Amsterdam  in  N.  Netherlant 
the  13  of  Xbr  1662. 

[Superscribed]  To  the  Honnourable  debuty  Governour  & 
Court  of  Magistracy  att  Hardfort. 


PETER  STUYVESANT  TO  THE  MAGISTRATES 
OF  CONNECTICUT. 

Eord  Steveson’s  Tetter  to  the  Magistrates  about  Mr 
Varletts  estate  June  9th  63. 

Worthy  Srs  & lovinge  Neighbours:  The  atteachment  of 

my  brother  in  lawes  sister  Mary  Schrick,  and  his  deceased 
parents  estaet,  (vppon  what  grounds,  & by  what  law  vnknown 
vnto  him,)  necessitated  him  to  make  a second  voyage  into  yr 
parts,  hee  beinge  vnacquainted  with  the  English  lawes  & 
languidge,  deseyred  of  me  these  few  lynes,  in  a way  of 
addres  and  recommandation.  I shal  therefore  request  in  his 


1 Muniments?  [Ed.] 
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behalfe,  yr  honnours  favour,  in  requiete  and  a speedy  cours 
& expedition  of  justice,  in  reguard  of  his  publicq  office  and 
affairs  heere,  & if  he  should  be  want  of  sckil  in  the  English 
lawes  & tongh,  faile  in  just  & decent  proseedings,  I hope  & 
doubt  not  you  wil  be  pleased  to  advyse  & direct  him  in  the 
best  way,  the  wch  will  & shal  oblidge  me  in  the  same  neigh- 
borly courtesy.  Soo  after  my  love  & service  I shal  rest, 
Worthy  Srs 

Your  Honnourable  Servant  & loving  Neighbour 

P Stuyvesant. 


Amsterdam  in  the 

N.  Netherlands,  this  9th  of  June  1663. 

[Superscribed]  To  the  Worshipfull  Court  of  Magistrates  of 
Herford. 


THOMAS  TOMSON’S1  TESTIMONY 
ABOUT  JOHN  SCOTT.2 

Mr  Scot  coming  to  Easthamton  desired  the  neyghborhood 
to  giue  him  a meeting  at  Mr  Bakers  and  there  I heard  him 
vtter  these  words : that  Conecticoat  had  acted  rebelliously  and 
so  would  those  that  joyned  to  them  and  for  his  part  he  was 
the  Kings  sworne  seruant  and  he  would  in  forme  his  Magisty 
of  ther  doings:  and  that  Conecticoat  should  not  be  able  to 
gouern  themselues  fore  months : Mr  Baker  sayd  to  Mr  Scot : 
Sir  you  gaue  us  to  vnderstand  when  we  bought  the  Writings 
that  we  should  be  the  freest  people  in  the  world.  Mr  Scot 
replyed  Stay  you  haue  them  not  yet.  Mr  Baker  sayd  further 


1 Thomas  Tomson  was  an  early  resident  of  Easthampton  and 
Southampton  on  Long  Island,  New  York.  Probably  he  resided  earlier 
at  Lynn,  Mass.,  and  at  New  London,  Conn.,  and  later  at  Elizabeth, 
N.  J.  [Ed.] 

2 “Colonel”  John  Scott  of  Southampton,  Long  Island,  New  York, 
was  of  a very  assertive  disposition  and  was  continually  in  trouble  with 
the  authorities  of  Long  Island  and  Connecticut.  [Ed.] 
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that  he  did  not  question  but  that  the  King  would  take  plesure 
in  the  peacable  liueing  of  his  people:  and  we  of  Easthamton 
was  a weake  people  and  had  need  of  help  from  others.  Mr 
Scot  mayd  answer:  if  you  be  so  minded  you  shall  neuer  haue 
them  while  you  breath : wherapon  I bad  him  goodnight : but 
it  was  the  townes  plesure  to  send  for  mee  to  com  to  speake 
with  Mr  Scot  and  when  I came  he  asked  me  how  I did  and 
so  did  I him:  which  done,  I tould  him  I was  much  troubled 
to  se  him  behaue  himself e so  vnworthyly  as  he  did  at  the  first 
when  we  met : Mr  Scot  mayd  answer  I am  reddy  to  make 
you  shuch  sattisfaction  as  you  shall  requir:  but  I neuer  had 
it  yet 

Tho  Tomsonn 

In  Court  taken  upon  oath  May  19:  1664  as  atests 
[Endorsed  by  Wm  Pitkin]  No.  8.  Tho  Thomsons  test  that 
Scot  said  Con:  had  acted  rebelliously  and  should  not 
gouern  4 months. 


COLONY  OF  CONNECTICUT  TO  KING  CHARLES  II. 

To  ye  Kings  most  excellent  Maiesty.1 

The  humble  address  of  ye  Collony  of 
Conecticut  in  New  England. 

The  manifold  benefits  and  gratious  influences  vpon  your 
poor  subjects  of  this  your  Collony  of  Conecticut  from  our 
first  setling  in  this  wildernes  continued,  and  of  late  vpon  our 
humble  address  and  petition  renewed  by  yor  Maiestie  hath 
soe  touched  our  hearts  in  the  consideration  thereof  that  we 
should  be  mirrors  of  ingratitude  if  we  should  omitt  the  im- 
prouement  of  such  an  oppertunitie  as  now  presents  by  your 
Maiesties  Honourable  Commissioners  to  returne  our  humble 
acknowledgment  with  all  readines  and  thankfulnes  for  those 
princely  fauours,  both  in  the  late  renewall  of  our  Charter, 
and  likewise  in  sendinge  ouer  your  Maiesties  honourable 


1 Copy  by  Daniel  Clark,  Secretary. 
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Comissioners  by  whom  we  receaued  your  Maiesties  gratious 
letter  therin  assureing  your  poor  subiects  that  our  privilidges 
civill  or  ecclesiastick  shal  not  be  violated  in  the  least  degree. 
Thus  humbly  imploreing  the  continuation  of  the  shines  of 
your  royall  fauour  vpon  our  meane  beginings  that  soe  we  may 
flourish  vnder  the  benigne  aspect  of  our  Lord  the  King,  wee 
humbly  and  heartily  wish  a confluence  of  all  happines  to 
attend  your  Majestie  with  a long  and  succesfull  reigne  wch 
shalbe  the  continued  prayers  of 
Your  Majesties  loyal  subiects 

The  Council  of  your  Maiesties  Collony  of  Conecticutt 
In  their  name  signed  by 
Hartford  on  Conecticut 
Dated  July  15,  1665. 


GENERAL  COURT  OF  CONNECTICUT 
TO  RICHARD  NICHOLS.1 

Letter  from  the  General  Assembly  of  Connecticut  to 
Gov.  Nichols  of  New  York.2 

Right  Honohle.  Yours  of  the  23d  June  being  receaued 
was  comunicated  to  ye  Generali  Assembly,  and  in  answer 
thervnto  wee  thought  meet  to  acquaint  yor  Honor  that  wee 
haue  had  many  and  serious  considerations  of  yor  proposals 
wherby  we  vnderstand  what  is  desired  from  us.  But  how  to 
direct  a returne  as  may  be  pleasing  to  yor  self  we  know  not 
seeinge  many  of  our  people  are  setled  in  small  weake  townes 
by  the  sea  coast  and  that  all  the  help  we  haue  may  be  too 
little  to  defend  our  naked  plantations  where  we  haue  neither 
forts  nor  bulwarks.  And  the  intimation  from  his  Matie  and 
from  yor  Honor  of  the  danger  that  is  iminent  to  vs  with  the 


1 He  became  Governor  of  New  York  upon  the  overthrow  of  the 
Dutch  Governor  by  the  English  in  1664  and  continued  in  that  capacity 
for  three  years,  after  which  he  returned  to  England.  [Ed.] 

2 Copy  in  the  handwriting  of  Daniel  Clark. 
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rest  of  his  Majesties  Colonies  is  a strong  motiue  to  provoke 
vs  to  contriue  or  owne  preservation:  Yor  Honor  is  wel  ac- 
quainted we  doubt  not  by  yor  owne  observation  how  suddenly 
and  easily  the  enemie  may  interrupt  the  passages  and  spoile 
our  townes  when  that  little  strength  that  should  be  a security 
and  defence  to  or  weomen  and  children  and  the  meanes  of 
or  subsistence  espetially  at  this  season  of  haruest  is  drawen 
remote  from  our  townes:  Your  Honor  may  be  pleased  to 

consider  that  the  natiues  in  whom  we  haue  noe  reason  to  con- 
fide haue  bene  this  yeare  and  yet  are  in  an  hostile  posture, 
and  at  all  times  for  ought  we  can  obserue  prepared  and  aptly 
accomplished  to  take  any  advantage  that  is  before  them  wch 
is  noe  little  cause  of  feare  to  our  families  whose  safty  is  of 
concernment  to  vs.  Be  pleased  Sr  to  take  notice  that  we  haue 
according  to  his  Maiesties  advertisement  set  our  people  in  as 
prudent  a posture  as  we  can  reach  to  for  our  mutuall  defence, 
and  that  we  may  haue  a seasonable  discouery  of  the  enemies 
approach  that  we  may  not  be  surprised  at  vnawares. 

The  Lord  diuert  the  conceaued  danger  from  your  Honour 
and  from  orselues  and  his  Maties  Colonies  wch  is  the  desires 
and  cordiall  wishes  of 

Your  affectionate  servants, 

the  Gen11  Assembly  at  Conecticut, 

By  their  order  signed 

^ Daniell  Clark  Secry. 

Dated  at  Conecticutt 
July  15.  1665. 
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JOHN  WARHAM1  TO  THE  GENERAL  COURT. 

To  Honourd  Magistrates  & Court  now  assembled 
at  Hartford 

We  earnestly  desire  to  [be]  resolued  in  two  questions. 

Q 1 Whether  it  bee  not  contrary  to  a law  neuer  as  yet 
repealed  for  the  inhabitants  of  any  plantation  in  this  Collony, 
to  set  up  a meting  on  the  sabbath  distinct,  & seperate  from  & 
in  opposition  to  that  wch  is  openly,  & publickly  obserued,  & 
dispensed  by  the  setled,  & approued  minister  of  the  place 
without  ye  approbation  of  the  generall  court,  & neighbour 
churches. 

Q 2 Whether  the  generall  courts  intent  was  (in  the 
liberty  granted  to  all  unsatisfyed  persons  to  get  another  minis- 
ter) to  dismisse,  & free  the  members  of  the  church  that  joyne 
with  the  towne  in  seeking  another  minister,  so  that  the  church 
of  Winsor  shall  have  nothing  to  doe  with  ym  in  point  of 
discipline 

Oct  9.  68.  John  Wareham  with  ye 

consent  of  ye  othr  officers 
[Endorsed]  Mr  Warhams  Qs  Octobr  68 


THE  GOVERNOR  AND  ASSISTANTS  TO  BENJAMIN 
WOODBRIDGE  AND  OTHERS. 

To  Mr  Woodbridg  S.  Woolcot  Mr  Tho:  Stoton  Tim  Thrall 
&c.2 

You  may  by  these  be  informed,  that  we  understand  that 
on  Thursday  next  you  purpose  to  proceed  to  ye  ordination  of 


1 Reverend  John  Warham  after  ministering  to  the  Church  in  Dor- 
chester, Mass.,  for  six  years  removed  with  the  first  settlers  to  Windsor, 
Conn.,  and  was  minister  of  the  Church  there  until  his  death  in  1670, 
having  served  the  two  churches  for  forty  years.  He  was  at  times 
affected  with  melancholia  and  during  the  last  few  years  of  his  life  a 
party  of  his  worshipers  were  dissatisfied  and  desired  the  services  of  a 
younger  preacher.  [Ed.] 

2 Simon  Wolcott,  Thomas  Stoughton  and  Timothy  Thrall.  [Ed.] 
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Mr  Woodbridge,  when  as  you  know  the  law  heer  doth  require 
that  before  there  be  any  embodying  into  church  fellowship, 
& ordination  following  thereupon,  there  ought  first  to  be  ye 
grant  of  ye  Gen11  Court  & the  concurrance  of  neighbour 
churches,  But  that  you  haue  attayned  either  is  not  cleare  to 
us  true  in  the  last  Gen11  Courts  acts  yr  is  an  intimatio  that 
upon  yr  motion  to  ye  court  for  such  a grant,  it  may  be 
granted,  but  since  y1  you  haue  not  moued  them  in  ye  case,  & 
as  for  that  of  neighbour  churches  approbation  we  onely  hear 
of  one  that  so  approues,  which  is  not  churches.  For  Wethers- 
feild  we  hear  ye  church  of  X1  there  haue  not  approued 
directly  of  your  embodying,  besides  as  your  case  is  circum- 
stanced (some  of  those  wth  you  being  members  of  ye  anchient 
ch  of  Windsor  & not  released  from  their  couenant  with  that 
church)  we  cannot  but  be  sencible  of  ye  great  inconueniences 
that  such  a seperat  or  or  distinct  sosiety  may  in  time  bring 
amongst  us,  & therefore  desire  by  or  best  aduice  to  pruent 
them  what  we  may,  which  is  ye  reason  why  we  doe  at  this 
time  desire  & aduise  you  not  to  proceed  in  your  present 
intended  ordination. 

Your  attendance  of  or  aduice  herein  will  giue  us  further 
opportunety  to  study  to  promoat  your  good  & welfare,  which 
will  most  seriously  be  endeauored  by  your  Lo  freinds  ye 
Gouerno1*  & Assistants  present. 

Signed  ^ yr  order  J.  A.3  Secry 

3 John  Allyn.  [Ed.] 

[Endorsed]  A coppy  of  a Fetter  from  ye  Governor  & Assists 

to  Mr  Woodbridge  Woolcot  Stoton  & Tim  Trail  1669.1 


1 The  worshipers  in  Windsor  who  dissented  from  Reverend  John 
Warham’s  views  on  baptism  made  choice  of  Reverend  Benjamin  Wood- 
bridge  as  their  preacher  about  1668.  The  General  Court  consented  to 
the  formation  of  a second  church  over  which  Mr.  Woodbridge  was 

ordained  in  1670.  In  1678  the  two  congregations  reunited  and  Reverend 
Nathaniel  Chauncey  minister  of  the  older  church  continued  in  that 
office  with  Mr.  Woodbridge  as  his  assistant.  The  other  persons  named 
were  also  dissenters  from  Mr.  Warham’s  views.  [Ed.] 
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COMMISSION  TO  SAMUEL  WYLLYS1  AND 
FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP.2 

Whereas  by  divers  reports  & informations  we  are  given  to 
understand  that  there  are  some  forces  expected  speedily  from 
New  Yorke  at  the  eastern  end  of  Long  Island  to  force  & 
constraine  the  people  there  to  take  oath  of  obedience  to  the 
States  Gen11  & Prince  of  Orang,  we  have  thought  it  exped- 
ient to  desire  & impower  you  Sam11  Willys  Esqr  & Captn  Jn° 
Winthrop  or  either  of  you  to  take  such  necessary  attendance 
as  you  judg  meet  & forthwith  to  goe  over  to  the  sd  island,  or 
Shelter  Island,  & treat  with  such  forces  as  there  you  shall 
meet  & doe  your  endeavour  to  divert  them  from  useing  any 
hostility  against  the  sayd  people  & from  imposeing  upon  them, 
letting  them  know  if  they  doe  proceed  notwthstanding  it  will 
provoake  us  to  consideration  what  we  are  nextly  obliged  to 
doe.  Dated  in  Hartford  Octobr  22,  1673,  & signed 

<j$  order  of  yr  Governor  & Magistrates  prsent 
^ me  John  Aiayn,  Secry. 

This  is  a coppy  of  yr  Com11 

Mr  Willys  hath  the  originall. 


1 The  Wyllys  family  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  the  first 
settlers  of  Hartford.  Samuel,  born  in  England,  was  graduated  from 
Harvard  College  in  1653,  married  Ruth,  the  daughter  of  Governor  John 
Haynes;  was  one  of  the  colony’s  magistrates  or  assistants  for  about 
forty-five  years  and  was  several  times  a Commissioner  for  the  United 
Colonies.  He  was  extensively  engaged  in  trade,  which  did  not  always 
prove  profitable  to  him.  [Ed.] 

2 John  Winthrop,  styled  Fitz  John  to  distinguish  him  from  his 
father  and  grandfather,  was  born  in  Massachusetts  in  1639,  attended 
Harvard  College  but  did  not  graduate;  passed  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  in  the  military  or  civil  service  of  Connecticut;  in  1690  commanded 
an  expedition  against  Canada;  from  1693  to  1697  was  the  agent  of 
Connecticut  in  England;  from  1698  until  his  death  in  1707  was 
Governor  of  Connecticut.  [Ed.] 
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THE  GOVERNOR  AND  MAGISTRATES  TO 
FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP. 

Whereas  since  the  late  messengers  from  the  townes  of  the 
east  end  of  Long  Island  & the  return  this  morning  of  the 
other  expresse  from  Sowthampton  &c.  there  is  another  this 
day  arrived  with  a letter  from  Sowthampton  & Mr  James 
importeing  their  farther  earnest  request  as  in  that  letter 
appeareth  inforceing  their  motion  from  inteligence  of  many 
Indians  allso  comeing  against  them  with  the  Dutch:  The 
Governor  & Magistrates  that  could  be  here  conveened  sud- 
dainly,  haveing  seriously  considered  of  what  hath  been  repre- 
sented to  them  in  the  sayd  letters,  & by  the  messenger  & allso 
compared  with  the  same  the  credible  reportes  by  some  from 
Milford,  doe  thinke  it  very  needfull  to  doe  what  they  can  in 
the  speediest  way  of  preparation  for  their  releife,  & therefore 
doe  desire  & commissionate  you  Captn  John  Winthrop  to  goe 
forthwith  over  to  the  sayd  places,  & to  inquire  how  the  reall 
state  of  theire  matters  stand  in  refference  to  their  present 
unanimous  alleigiance  to  his  Matie  & in  refference  to  their 
feares  of  the  enemie,  & to  give  us  a speedy  acco1  thereof,  & 
what  help  may  be  necessary  for  their  prsent  releife  from  the 
danger  of  the  enemie,  & to  take  soe  many  men  that  shall  be 
willing  to  accompany  you  as  you  thinke  may  be  for  your 
defence  against  such  as  should  attempt  any  hostility  against 
you,  & to  take  speciall  notice  of  the  motion  & numbers  of 
such  Indians  as  shall  be  designed  by  the  Dutch  against  the 
English  there,  & what  they  are  & whence  they  come,  that  care 
may  be  taken  to  suppress  them.  Dated  in  Hartford  Octobr 
22th  1673.  & signed  ^ order  of  the  Governor  & Magistrates 
present, 


^ me  John  Aeeyn,  Secretry. 
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THE  COUNCIL  OF  CONNECTICUT 
TO  RICHARD  SMITH.1 


Ho:  Sr 


Hartford  August  8.  16752 


Yours  wth  those  letters  fro  Boston  was  received  yester- 
day towards  evening  wherein  is  mentioned  the  returne  of  the 
Nahoganset  wth  those  7 heads  of  ye  enemy,  & yl  the  sachem 
squa  of  Pacusett  wth  100  men  women  & children:  You  are 

desired  to  acquaint  Sucqunch  how  well  the  English  resent 
their  good  endeavours,  & actions  against  the  enemy:  and  for 
the  squa  sachem,  & yl  copany  wth  her,  it  is  not  mentioned  in 
your  letter  whether  they  came  in  voluntarily  or  were  taken 
prisoners,  but  we  had  a report  not  long  since  y1  a cheife 
sachem  squa  had  profered  to  some  of  Road  Hand  at  the 
begining  of  the  war  to  come  in  wth  all  hir  men,  but  how  not 
accepted,  we  know  not,  its  like  it  may  be  the  same  & if  so  it 
pleads  for  a due  consideration  of  the  case,  and  however,  that 
amity  wch  Sucqunch  hath  according  to  his  professings  main- 
tained wth  the  English  & the  good  service  he  doth  in  this 
juncture,  wth  y*  cosideration  of  kindred  as  in  your  letter,  I 
hope  will  procure  such  favour  as  may  justly  be  admitted  vpon 
the  hearing  of  the  case  & in  the  meane  tyme  to  have  such 
good  vsage  as  is  fitting 

Which  is  all  at  present  from  your  affectionate  freinds  the 
Councill  of  Connecticott 

Signed  ^ their  order  John  Arlyn,  Secry 
[Superscribed]  These  for  Mr  Richd  Smith  at  his  house  in 

Wickford  this 

[Endorsed]  August  8 1675  A Letter  to  Mr  Smith. 


1 Smith  was  prominent  in  the  early  history  of  Rhode  Island  be- 
coming associated  with  and  making  large  purchases  of  land  from  the 
Indians  and  becoming  much  involved  in  the  religious  controversy 
which  centered  about  Samuel  Gorton.  [Ed.] 

2 In  the  hand  perhaps  of  Gov.  Winthrop,  except  the  last  paragraph. 
Referred  to  in  Colonial  Records , II,  348. 
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SAMUEL  WYLLYS  TO  JOHN  ALLYN.1 

Octob.  5 1680 

Honrd  Sr.  Kinde  respects  to  your  self  and  deare  con- 
sort premised,  I am  earnestly  solisited  by  one  John  Fish  in 
these  parts  whose  wife  hath  bin  run  away  from  him  with  one 
Samuell  Culver  for  the  space  of  about  seauen  yeares,  as  is 
well  known  in  the  country,  vpon  wh  most  just  acc*  the  saide 
Fish  desires  a divors  or  release  from  yl  woman  wh  might 
longe  since  haue  bin  granted,  had  he  moued  for  itt;  now  he 
requests  y*  favour  of  you,  to  moue  the  court  of  assistants  for 
his  release  wh  will  be  not  only  an  act  of  reall  justice  in  its 
self,  but  of  kindesse  to  him  to  ease  his  spirit  of  any  thoughts 
of  being  tyed  to  such  a notorious  adulteresse.  My  humble 
service  to  the  Governor  and  Dep*  G:  and  all  the  Gentlemen. 
It  is  my  harty  desire  & praire  yl  the  Lord  would  soe  guide 
you  in  all  your  publique  administrations  that  peace  & truth, 
both  in  church  and  state,  may  flurish  in  this  land.  I hope  in 
my  absence  I shall  have  a share  in  your  praires 

Sr.  There  be  some  old  records  yl  stand  in  my  studdy  in 
a bagg  & on  in  a barke2  wh  you  may  please  to  take  care  of 

Sr  I am  your  affectionate  freind  & serv1 

Samueix  Wiixis 

Major  Winthrop  is  dangerously  ill  his  bror  came  out  of 
the  Bay  vpon  yl  acc*  Mr  Waite  Winthrop  beinge  a very  sober 
discreet  gentleman  much  advantaged  by  his  parentage  as  well 
as  his  abillitys  and  fullnesse  of  estate  for  publique  trust  it 
may  bee  of  greate  advantage  to  the  Colony  to  chuse  him  to 
be  a magistrate  this  Generali  Court  wh  will  be  a faire  call  of 


1 John  Allyn,  son  of  Matthew  Allyn  of  Hartford  and  Windsor, 
married  the  granddaughter  of  William  Pynchon  of  Springfield  and 
settled  in  Hartford;  was  town  clerk  of  Hartford  from  1659  until  his 
death  in  1696;  a magistrate  for  many  years  and  Secretary  of  the 
Colony,  with  the  exception  of  two  years,  from  1663  to  1695.  He  was 
one  of  the  Committee  chosen  to  keep  the  Charter.  His  handwriting 
appears  on  many  records  and  documents  both  official  and  unofficial. 
[Ed.] 

2 Possibly  an  error  in  copying  for  basket.  [Ed.] 
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him  to  Hue  in  the  Colony  (vnto  wh  I heare  he  is  inclyned) 
who  may  be  very  use  full  in  point  of  phisike  as  well  as  other- 
wise, he  is  a person  of  farr  greater  honour  then  any  yl  can  be 
chosen  to  supply  in  the  Colony,  the  makinge  of  rulers  of  the 
lower  sort  of  the  people  will  issue  in  contempt,  let  their e 
opinion  be  what  itt  will.1 

Goodman  Fish  hath  here  inclose  5s  for  your  recordinge 
his  divors  & for  a coppy  of  it  wh  he  requests  may  be  sent  by 
the  first 

[Superscribed]  These  For  his  Honrd  Freind  Capt.  John 

Aujn  Astnt  Att  Hartford  present 


PROCLAMATION  OF  KING  JAMES  II  BY 
THE  COLONY  OF  CONNECTICUT. 

Whereas  it  hath  pleased  Almighty  God  to  call  to  his  mercy 
our  late  Sovereign  Lord,  King  Charles  the  second,  of 
most  blessed  memory,  by  whose  decease  the  Imperial 
Crowns  of  England,  Scotland,  France  and  Ireland,  as 
also  the  supream  Dominion  and  Sovereign  Right  of  the 
Plantation  and  Colony  of  Connecticut  in  New  England, 
and  all  other  his  late  Majesties  Territories  and  Dominions 
in  America,  are  solely  and  rightfully  come  to  the  High 
and  Mighty  Prince  James,  Duke  of  York  and  Albany, 
His  Majesties  only  Brother  and  Heir, 

We  therefore,  His  Majesties  Governour  and  Council,  with 
the  principle  officers  and  inhabitants  of  the  Plantation  and 
Colony  aforesaid,  do  now  hereby,  with  one  full  voice  and  con- 
sent of  tongue  and  heart,  publish  and  proclaim,  That  the  High 
and  Mighty  Prince,  James  the  Second,  is  now,  by  the  death  of 
our  late  Sovereign  of  happy  memory,  become  our  only  lawful, 
lineal  and  rightful  Leige  Lord,  James  the  Second,  by  the 


1 Henry  Walcott  died  July  12,  1680;  James  Richards  died  June  11, 
1680,  so  there  were  two  vacancies  in  the  number  of  Assistants,  but  they 
were  not  filled  at  the  October  Court. 
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Grace  of  God  King  of  England,  Scotland,  France  and  Ireland, 
Defender  of  the  Faith,  Supream  Lord  of  the  Plantation  and 
Colony  of  Connecticut  in  New  England,  and  all  other  his  late 
Majesties  Territories  and  Dominions  in  America  &c.  To 
whom  we  do  acknowledge  all  faith  and  constant  obedience, 
with  all  our  hearty  and  humble  affection;  beseeching  God,  by 
whom  Kings  do  reign,  to  bless  the  royal  King  James  the 
Second  with  long  and  happy  years  to  reign  over  us 

God  save  King  James  the  Second. 


THE  GOVERNOR  AND  COUNCIL  TO 
SIR  LEOLINE  JENKINS.1 

Honble  Sr: 

The  Right  Honoble  Lords  of  the  Councill’s  letters  of  the 
sixth  of  Febry  past  were  received  by  our  Govenour  upon  the 
19th  day  of  this  month,  who  thereupon  repaired  to  this  place 
and  called  his  Council  forthwith,  who,  according  to  their 
Honrs  direction,  ordered  that  his  Majesty  James  the  second 
be  proclaimed  King  of  England,  Scotland,  France  and  Ireland, 
Defender  of  the  Faith,  with  great  solemnitie  and  affection  this 
day  about  two  of  the  clock,  which  was  accordingly  attended, 
and  order  is  taken  that  his  Majestie  be  in  like  manner  pro- 
claimed in  the  other  county  towns  of  this  Colony. 

Sir,  we  take  this  opportunity  to  return  our  hearty  thanks 
to  the  Right  Honble  Lords  for  their  respects  and  favour  to  us 
in  granting  us  their  orders  and  direction  in  the  aforesaid  great 
affaire,  requesting  their  honours  good  affection  may  be  con- 
tinued unto  us. 

We  request  you  would  be  pleased  to  inform  their  Lord- 
ships  of  our  ready  compliance  with  their  direction. 


1 Jenkins  became  a member  of  the  Privy  Council  in  February,  1680 
and  Secretary  of  that  body  the  following  April  continuing  in  the  office 
until  1684  when  he  resigned  because  of  ill  health.  Apparently  the 
Connecticut  authorities  were  ignorant  of  his  resignation  when  this 
letter  was  written.  [Ed.] 


22 


HOADLY  MEMORIAL. 


Also  that  you  would  so  far  favour  us,  as  to  present  the 
inclosed  Address  to  our  Sovereign  Lord,  King  James  the 
Second,  and  represent  us  to  his  Majestie  his  most  loyal  and 
dutiful  subjects. 

Honourable  Sir,  we  are  Your  Honrs  most  affectionate 
friends  and  humble  Servants, 

The  Governour  and  Council  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut, 
Robert  Treat  Governour. 

Harteord  Ap1  22d,  1685. 


JOHN  PARKER1  TO  THE  GENERAL  COURT. 

Saybrooke,  May  ye  9th,  1689 

To  the  honoured  Court  at  Hartford  the  Gouer  & the 
Generali  Assembley : 

I being  betrusted  w*  ye  care  of  ye  fortification  at  Say- 
brooke, I do  acount  it  my  duty,  not  knowing  what  exegence 
may  sudinly  come,  to  giue  information  of  ye  state  of  ye  sd 
fortification : that  ye  greatest  part  of  the  wood  work  is  fallen 
down,  & y1  the  platforms  are  rotten,  & that  the  flagg  is  quite 
worn  out : & in  respect  of  amonision  all  the  shott  yt  was  put 
into  my  care  it  is  safe,  but  as  to  powder  there  is  none  for  the 
defence  of  ye  fort : & all  ye  powder  that  hath  been  exspended 
in  the  fort  sence  ye  alteration  of  ye  gouernment,  Mr  John 
Capman2  & myself  stand  ingaged  for  ye  payment  thereof  & 
do  exspect  euery  day  to  haue  ye  money  required : ye  first  pcell 
was  prouided  by  uarture  of  an  order  from  Capt  Allin  which 
was  3811  & the  second  by  order  from  ye  Major  Generali 
Winthrop,  which  was  56  pound  at  Is  3d  ^ pound  in  money 
or  ye  double  in  pay:  & sence  the  chang  of  ye  gouernment  I 
haue  not  receiued  any  thing  in  writing  concerning  the  fort  but 

1 John  Parker  was  born  in  Hartford  but  received  a right  as  a 
proprietor  of  Saybrook  and  removed  to  that  town.  He  served  upon  a 
number  of  town  committees  and  represented  the  town  at  six  sessions 
of  the  General  Assembly.  In  November,  1683,  he  was  appointed  to 
command  the  fort  at  Saybrook.  This  appointment  was  confirmed  in 
May,  1684,  and  he  continued  in  that  position  until  1700  or  later.  [Ed.] 

2 Sic  sed  Chapman. 
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a command  from  ye  late  Gouernour  to  act  by  my  old  comision 
till  furter  order;  & that  dureing  ye  time  of  the  late  gouern- 
ment  I haue  receiued  no  satisfaction  for  my  seruice  in  ye  fort 
which  is  near  upon  eighteen  moneths : wherefore  I do  humbley 
petision  ye  honoured  court  would  please  to  take  speedy  cog- 
nizance of  ye  matter  & aford  me  sum  supply:  for  in  regard 
of  ye  changes  yl  haue  pased  ouer  me  I do  stand  in  great  need 
of  y®  money  yl  is  dew  to  me:  not  furter  to  trouble  the 
honoured  Court,  I remain  your  humble  seruant  to  my  power, 

John  Parker. 

[Superscribed]  These  for  the  honoured  Gouernr  and  Generali 
Court  at  Hartford  dd  w1  care. 


THE  GOVERNOR  AND  COUNCIL  TO 
CIPRIAN  NICHOLS.1 

Instructions  for  Mr  Ciprian  Niccols. 

We  doe  order  you  upon  Tewsday  next  to  begin  your 
journey  for  Boston,  & you  are  to  take  wth  you  the  sume  of 
fifty  pownds  in  cash  now  delivered  unto  you  & or  letters  to 
Mr  James  Porter  of  London,  wherein  is  or  petition  to  his 
Matie  & the  instructions  to  Mr  James  Porter.  When  you  com 
to  Boston  you  are  to  apply  yourselfe  to  Mr  Elizur  Holyoke  of 
Boston  if  he  be  at  home  & deliver  him  this  letter  directed  to 
him;  but  if  he  should  be  gon  to  sea  or  be  disinabled  from 
attending  what  we  desire,  then  we  desire  you  to  apply  your- 
selfe to  Mr  Alford  or  Mr  Beltsher,  or  any  other  person  you 
can  be  directed  too  by  the  best  advice  you  can  come  at  in 
Boston,  for  the  changing  or  mony  into  bills  of  exchang  to  be 
payd  to  Mr  James  Porter  of  London  upon  the  acco*  of  the 
Colony  of  Conecticut,  & we  doe  desire  you  to  make  the  best 
of  our  money  as  the  times  will  permit.  We  desire  you  to  be 
sure  to  deale  wth  a responsible  person,  & that  you  take  three 
bills  of  exchang  all  of  the  same  tenor  & date,  the  one  of 


resident  of  Hartford  from  1664;  served  as  townsman  for  some 
years  between  1670  and  1697.  [Ed.] 
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which  being  payd  the  other  to  be  null  & voyd,  & we  allso 
advice  that  you  doe  allso  take  bond  of  him  with  whom  you 
shall  deale,  that  if  by  any  providence  his  bills  of  exchang 
should  fayle  of  being  payd,  that  then  he  be  bownd  to  make 
good  payment  to  us  here  of  what  he  now  receives  of  us  wth 
the  lawfull  interest  from  the  time  he  receives  to  his  payment 
of  us  here;  & when  you  have  received  or  bills  of  exchange, 
you  are  to  put  one  bill  of  exchange  in  one  of  or  pacquets  of 
letters  directed  to  Mr  James  Porter  & another  in  the  other 
pacquett,  which  you  are  to  send  in  two  ships  for  England,  & 
the  other  bill  of  exchang  you  are  with  the  bond  you  shall  take 
[to]  bring  up  to  us.  You  are  when  you  have  put  in  the  bill 
of  exchange  [to]  seal  up  or  letter  & deliver  it  to  the  master 
of  the  ship  & take  his  receipt  for  it  & that  he  will  deliver  it 
as  directed,  the  danger  of  the  seas  excepted.  You  are  not  to 
let  any  person  see  or  be  acquainted  wth  anything  that  is  in  or 
letters,  but  you  are  to  keep  it  secrett  to  your  selfe.  If  you 
while  you  shall  be  in  Boston  should  hear  of  any  letters  from 
the  King  or  court  directed  to  us,  we  order  you  to  receive 
them  & by  yourselfe  to  open  them,  & if  you  find  in  them  that 
which  will  answer  or  end,  according  to  what  we  now  have 
declared  to  you,  we  order  you  to  seale  the  sd  letters  presently 
& not  to  declare  to  any  person  whatsoever,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, any  part  of  the  contents  of  sayd  letters,  but  that  you 
hast  home  to  us  & bring  them  wth  you  & or  money  againe 

Robt.  TrFat,  Govern1-. 

Dated  in  Hartford  January  3d  1689. 


THE  COUNCIL  OF  CONNECTICUT  TO 
KING  WILLIAM  III. 

Address  to  the  King. 

To  the  Most  High  & Mighty  Prince  William  by  the  grace 
of  God  of  England,  Scotland,  France  & Ireland,  King 
Defender  of  ye  Fayth  &c. 

May  it  please  your  Most  Excelent  Matie. 

We  your  dutifull  & loyall  subjects  of  your  Colony  of 
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Conecticut  in  New  England  doe  most  heartyly  rejoyce  in  & 
congratulate  your  Maties  happy  access  unto  the  imperiall 
throne  of  your  Kingdomes  & teritories  thereunto  belonging, 
& have  long  since  upon  that  joy  full  tydeings  proclaymed  your 
Matie  in  this  Colony  together  with  your  royall  consort  King 
& Queen  of  the  sd  Kingdomes  & territories,  in  whose  names 
we  have  ever  since  governed  your  MatiGS  good  subjects  here, 
haveing  a charter  granted  by  King  Charles  the  second  of 
happy  memory, — & by  reason  of  or  not  so  rightly  under- 
standing the  methods  used  in  refference  to  the  procedures 
against  charters  under  the  late  King  are  brought  under  som 
uneasinesse,  though  we  neither  resigned  or  charter  nor  was  it 
condemned. 

We  doe  therefore  humbly  intreat  your  Maties  favour  to 
confirm  us  in  the  injoyment  & improvement  of  the  liberties, 
privilidges  & properties  granted  in  our  charter,  which  we  hope 
your  Matie  of  your  princely  grace  & wisdom  will  see  meet  to 
continue  to  us. 

And  your  petitioner  shall  ever  pray  for  your  Maties  long 
& prosperous  reign  & the  increase  of  your  glory. 

Robert  Treat  Govr 
order  of  the  Councill  signed, 

John  Allyn  Secry. 

Dated  in  Hartford  on  Conecticut  in  New  England, 

January  3d  1689. 

THE  GOVERNOR  AND  COUNCIL  OF  CONNECTICUT 
TO  JAMES  PORTER.1 

Hartford,  January  3,  1689.2 

Mr.  James  Porter, 

Sr.  After  the  presentation  of  or  respects  to  your  selfe, 
these  lines  are  to  acquaint  you  that  we  have  pitcht  upon 


1 James  was  the  son  of  John  Porter  of  Windsor.  He  was  a 
merchant  in  London  and  for  some  years  served  as  agent  in  England 
for  the  Colony  of  Connecticut.  [Ed.] 

2 Draught  by  Secretary  Allyn. 
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y ourself  e to  be  our  Agent  to  present  or  humble  petition  & 
addresse  unto  his  Matie  or  gracious  soveraigne  King  Wm  by 
the  grace  of  God  King  of  England,  Scotland,  France  & Ire- 
land, defender  of  the  fayth  &c.,  wherein  you  may  (upon  the 
veiw  thereof)  find  that  or  present  request  to  his  Matie  is  that 
upon  or  humble  motion  he  would  be  pleased  to  grant  us  his 
favour  & protection  in  the  full  & free  injoyment  of  or  proper- 
ties & priviledges  granted  to  us  by  the  late  King  Charles  the 
2d  of  happy  memory  the  23th  of  Aprill  in  the  14th  yeare  of  his 
sayd  reigne,  by  his  charter  granted  to  this  Colony. 

And  we  request  you  would  be  pleased  upon  the  presen- 
tation of  or  petition  acquaint  his  Matie  that  we  doe  heartily 
& sincerely  congratulate  his  Maties  happy  accession  to  the 
throne  of  his  royall  ancestors  & are  greatly  sattisfyed  with 
& rejoyce  in  the  good  & happy  successe  his  Matie  hath 
obteyned  in  the  redeeming  of  his  subjects  from  popery  & 
arbitrary  goverment,  & setling  those  kingdomes  in  that  happy 
way  they  are  at  prsent  in,  for  which  we  doe  desire  or  hearts 
& mouthes  may  be  full  of  the  high  prayses  of  God  for  his 
gracious  providence  therein,  & that  we  may  return  all  thankes 
& acknowledgment  to  his  Matie  for  ventureing  & imployeing 
himself e in  soe  good,  great  & happy  a worke  he  hath  under- 
taken & made  so  good  progress  therein  for  the  salvation  of 
his  subjects  from  that  great  oppression  they  were  ready  to 
sinck  under.3 

As  to  or  own  present  state,  we  are  still  under  or  charter 
goverment,  which  we  have  lived  happyly  under  for  these 
many  yeares,  only  Sr  Edmund  Andros  for  about  the  space  of 
eighteen  moneths  did  put  an  interuption  to  or  goverment,  but 
upon  the  late  revolution  of  the  goverment  in  the  hands  of  Sr 
Edmond  Androsse  we  forthwith  resumed  or  charter  gover- 
ment & have  continued  it  to  this  day,  & that  we  might  be 
encouraged  & countenanced  therein  we  request  his  Matie 
would  be  pleased  under  his  signe  manuall  to  signify  that  he 
will  encourage  us  & protect  us  in  the  management  of  or 
goverment  according  to  charter  for  the  future,  which  will  be 


3 This  paragraph  is  cancelled  in  the  draught. 
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a great  encouragment  to  us  in  the  farther  subdueing  this 
wildernesse  & ye  inlargeing  of  his  Maties  dominions  thereby. 

Sr,  we  doe  desire  you  would  be  pleased  to  accept  or 
desires  & appeare  for  us  & in  or  behalfe  to  present  or  petition 
to  his  Matie  & to  doe  your  utmost  to  obteyn  his  Maties 
gracious  acceptance  & grant  of  or  petition,  & that  you  would 
speed  over  to  us  what  you  shall  obtayn  for  us,  & that  you  may 
the  better  understand  or  mindes  we  have  inclosed  or  petition 
to  his  Matie,  & therewith  allso  have  given  you  or  instructions 
by  which  you  may  playnly  see  what  or  desires  are  & the 
method  we  would  have  you  take  in  the  management  of  or 
affayres.  We  request  you  would  undertake  this  business  for 
us  which  will  be  a great  kindness  to  us  & we  are  ready  to 
grant  you  suitable  sattisfaction  for  the  same,  & for  that  end 
we  have  now  sent  you  a bill  of  exchange  which  we  hope  will 
defray  what  charge  you  will  need  to  be  at  in  the  prosecution 
of  this  or  affayre  at  prsent,  it  cost  us  fifty  pound  of  or  money 
here  & if  we  shall  have  farther  occasion  we  must  endeavoure 
to  rayse  more  money 

Sr,  Mr  Wm  Whiting  who  formerly  we  imployed  to  be  or 
agent  tells  us  that  his  acquaintance  at  court  is  worne  out  by 
reason  of  the  changes,  & his  age  disinables  him  from  so  lively 
a prosecution  of  affayres  as  formerly,  & so  is  not  willing  to 
attend  in  or  behalfe  longer,  & therefore  putting  confidence  in 
your  abillity  & fydelity  we  have  presumed  to  give  this  trouble 
to  yourselfe  & we  canot  but  hope  you  will  serve  us  therein, 
& doe  for  us  to  the  utmost  of  your  ability,  & let  us  hear  from 
you  as  often  as  oppertunety  offers. 

If  you  have  any  ocassion  for  or  charter,  or  late  Governor 
tould  us  he  left  an  exemplification  or  coppy  of  or  charter  in 
your  hands.  If  Mr  Whiting  by  or  order  hath  taken  it  out  of 
your  hands  we  desire  you  to  receive  it  of  him  again  & to  keep 
it  in  your  hands  for  or  use  till  farther  order. 

Sr,  we  doe  fully  impower  you  hereby  to  act  for  us  as 
above  is  desired  but  should  you  be  providentially  hindered  we 
desire  you  to  deliver  or  letters  & all  our  writings  to  Mr  Nath. 
Whitfeild,  whom  we  doe  desire  & impower  to  act  in  or  behalfe 
according  as  we  have  impowered  you,  & you  to  pay  him  or 
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money  now  sent  by  the  bill  of  exchange,  it  being  made  to  you, 
& we  shall  be  much  engaged  to  you  & rest  your  affectionate 
freinds  the  Govr  & Councill  of  the  Colony  of  Conecticott, 

Robt  Treat,  Govr. 

^ order  of  the  Councill  of  Conecticut 

Signed,  John  Arryn  Sec. 

THE  COUNCIL  OF  CONNECTICUT 
TO  JAMES  PORTER. 

Instructions  for  Mr.  James  Porter  or  Agent  in  England. 

You  will  herewith  receive  or  letter  & request  to  yourselfe 
to  be  or  Agent  to  prsent  or  petition  to  his  Matie,  which  we 
request  you  would  not  deny  but  attend  or  occassions  therein. 
And,  1,  We  desire  that  or  petition  may  be  presented  to  his 
Matie  forthwth 

2.  We  desire  that,  if  it  be  obtayneable,  we  may  have  his  Maties 
favour  & protection  continued  to  us  whereby  we  may  be 
inabled  fully  to  injoy  or  priviledges,  immunities  & franchizes, 
formerly  granted  to  us  by  the  late  King  Charles  the  2d  under 
the  seale  manuel 

3.  In  case  you  obtayn  nothing  of  his  Matie,  then  we  offer  it 
to  you  if  upon  good  tearmes  you  can  attayn  it,  that  you  would 
obteyn  the  judgments  of  the  Judges,  whether  or  charter  be 
not  as  good  as  ever,  it  being  neither  condemned  by  law  nor 
yet  resigned  by  us,  and  we  in  the  possession  of  it  still. 

4.  What  you  doe  obteyn  of  his  Matie  we  desire  you  to  speed 
unto  us  by  the  first  opportunity. 

5.  If  anything  be  objected  against  us  in  court,  we  request  you 
will  be  pleased  to  give  us  notice  thereof,  & to  labour  to  put  a 
stop  to  any  proceeding  against  us. 

Dated  in  Hartford  January  3d  1689. 

Robt  Treat  Govr 

In  the  name  & ^ order  of  the  Councill,  signed 
^ John  Arryn  Secret1* 


JAMES  PORTER. 
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JAMES  PORTER  TO  ROBERT  TREAT.1 

Honrd  Sr.  Yours  I reed  bearing  date  ye  3d  of  January 
1689,  wth  a Peticon  to  his  Majsty,  instructions  & a bill  of 
exchange  for  38n,  wch  bill  as  soon  as  I reed  I gott  it  accepted 
but  as  yett  have  not  reed  it  but  wn  I have  reed  it  I shall  keep 
it  to  dispose  of  it  according  to  yor  order.  I am  sorry  since 
Mr  Whiteing  gave  you  advice  of  yt  Sr  Henry  Ashhurst  was 
the  fittest  person  to  undertake  your  business  (he  haveing 
acted  for  all  the  Colloneys  in  New  England)  you  should 
request  me  to  be  yor  Agent,  who  am  not  fitt  to  serve  you  by 
reason  of  my  employment,  neither  is  it  any  wayes  conveniant 
I should  appear  in  your  behalf e as  ye  case  stands  with  me  at 
this  time.  If  I could  attend  it,  it  would  be  a great  charge  to 
make  another  intrest  at  court,  therefore  to  request  Sr  Henry 
& Mr  Mather  wth  the  New  England  agents  to  act  for  you  & 
not  to  make  a separacon  would  be  the  likelyst  way  to  obtaine 
your  business,  for  I suppose  y°  are  alike  concern’d  in  gen11  as 
to  yor  liberty.  I have  not  been  backward  in  promoting  your 
desier.  I spake  to  Major  Thompson  to  spake  to  Sr  Henry, 
& allso  I have  given  Mr  Mather  one  of  the  peticons,  instruc- 
tions & letters  yl  he  may  use  his  intrest  for  ye  delivery  of  the 
peticon,  but  he  cannot  as  yet  have  an  opportunity  to  doe  it; 
it  is  his  great  care  & desier  to  serve  you  as  well  as  the  Bay, 
& truely  he  has  not  been  wanting  to  serve  that  countrey  by 
night  or  by  day.  I shall  make  use  of  no  other  but  ye  aff ore- 
named  persons,  for  they  understand  all  the  countrey  affaires. 

1 Robert  Treat  was  born  in  England  about  1624.  He  was  an  early 
settler  at  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  but  soon  removed  to  Milford  where  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  except  for  a short  period  in  New 
Jersey.  Evidently  he  was  a man  who  was  held  in  high  esteem.  Fol- 
lowing the  union  of  the  New  Haven  and  Connecticut  Colonies  under 
the  Charter  he  removed  with  many  others  in  1667  to  Newark,  New 
Jersey.  Five  years  later  he  returned  to  Milford  and  after  holding 
other  offices  of  trust  was  appointed  at  the  outbreak  of  King  Phillips 
War  in  1675  as  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  raised  by 
Connecticut.  He  held  the  office  of  Lieutenant  Governor  from  1676  to 

1683,  and  again  from  1698  to  1708.  In  1683  he  was  elected  Governor 
and  continued  in  that  office  for  fifteen  years.  He  died  in  1710.  [Ed.] 
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You  desier  the  opinion  of  the  judges  concerning  yor 
charter ; as  for  Mr  Whiteing  tells  me  he  gave  you  an  acco* 
yl  your  charter  was  good,  & there  was  never  any  record  of 
surrender  of  judgment  against  it,  therefore  I would  not  be  to 
hasty,  for  your  money  will  goe  but  a little  way  at  court,  tho 
the  Bay  have  been  at  great  charge  in  keeping  their  agents 
here  to  attend  the  court  night  & day,  yet  have  they  not 
obtained  their  desier,  & as  yet  theres  not  any  charters  restored 
in  England,  but  according  to  your  desier  I shall  give  y°  an 
account  by  every  opportunity  till  I hear  from  you.  I am 
sorry  I cannot  serve  you  so  fully  as  you  desier,  and  as  for 
Mr  Whittfield  he  will  not  act  anything. 

London  Youer  servant  to  command 

8th  May,  1690.  James  Porter 

[Superscribed]  Robert  TrEET  Esqr  at  his  house  in  Harford 
in  Newengland. 

[Endorsed  by  Gov.  Treat.]  Receavd  May  13th  1691. 


JAMES  PORTER  TO  ROBERT  TREAT. 

Honord  Sr.  According  to  yor  ordr,  I gave  y°  an  acco*  a 
ship  ye  8th  instant  May  yl  I cannot  attend  yor  busieness  there- 
fore intreat  you  to  imploy  Sr  Hen.  Ashhurst  Mr  Mather  & ye 
other  agents  wch  is  most  proper  as  Mr  Whiteing  did  advice. 
As  to  the  moneys  I have  reed  it  & not  dispose  of  any  of  it 
except  I see  it  may  be  for  ye  countreys  good  for  things  goe 
on  very  heavely,  & a great  deal  of  money  expended  and  little 
don  but  wn  opportunity  shall  offer  Majr  Thompson  & Mr 
Mather  will  use  their  intrest  to  deliver  the  Peticon,  haveing 
nothing  more  to  acquaint  you  with  at  present  I subscribe 
myself  e, 

Yoor  humble  servant  to  serve  you  in  what  I can, 
London,  James  Porter. 

Ye  22  of  May  1690 

[Superscribed]  For  Rob1  Trett  Esqr  at  Hartford  in  New 
England  ^ Capt.  Ward  Q.  D.  G. 
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JAMES  PORTER  TO  ROBERT  TREAT. 

Honourd  Sr.  Mr  Mather  was  at  my  house  this  day,  and  he 
tells  me  he  left  ye  peticon  with  the  Secry  of  State  for  to  gett 
it  read  to  his  Majsty  before  he  goeth  to  Ireland,  which  will 
be  next  Wedsunday  being  ye  4th  June  if  nothing  prevents 
him.  Her  Majty  will  be  left  Queen  regens  & the  Parham*  is 
adjourn’d  till  ye  10th  of  July  next.  His  Majesty  intends  to  be 
near  Chester  on  Saturday  next.  So  I rest, 

Your  hurnb®  servant  to  serve  you  in  what  I can, 
London  James  Porter. 

ye  3d  of  June  1690. 

[Superscribed]  To  Robert  TrETT  Esqr  at  his  house  at  Hart- 
ford in  New  England.  These  psn1  <($  Cap1  Waird, 

Q.  D.  c. 


ROBERT  TREAT  TO  JOHN  ALLYN. 

Mieeord  24  June  1690.1 

Honord  Sr.  Capt.  Johnson  being  returned  frd  Albany 
occasioned  or  meeting  heere  to  receive  an  accompt  of  affaires 
& ye  state  of  things  there,  & wth  speed  to  dispatch  him  back 
againe  to  his  post.  Whilest  we  were  about  these  things,  last 
night  at  midnight  a messengr  came  wth  a Ire  from  Mr. 
Chauncy  wth  an  accompt  of  w*  he  had  by  Ires  from  Albany, 
wth  vncomfortable  newes,  wch  we  have  sent  inclosed,  & to  wch 
we  refer  you,  but  thereby  you  may  see  yl  yG  enemy  are  on 
this  side  of  ye  Lake,  & probably  Albany  may  be  attackt  & 
how  soone  sd  enemy  may  be  vpon  vs  we  know  not,  therefore 
it  behoves  vs  to  be  watchfull  & in  a readines  on  all  pts,  to 
have  or  scouts  out,  especially  in  or  outplaces.  I pray  speed 
away  ye  intelligence  vp  ye  river  yl  ye  whole  country  may  be 
in  a readines.  I have  reced  a Ire  fro  Cap1  Leisler  wherein 
you  may  see  his  readines  to  accept  of  Major  Gen11  Winthrop, 


1 The  body  of  this  letter  is  in  the  handwriting  of  William  Jones. 
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but  ye  improbability  of  him  is  such  yl  we  have  returned  or 
answer  accordingly,  & propounded  (if  he  inclined  to  it)  for 
ye  contentm*  of  ye  soldiery  & frend  Indians,  we  should  not 
dislike  it  if  Mr  Peter  Skeiler  were  impved  in  y1  capacity. 
I intend  after  ye  fast  to  be  wth  you,  but  being  now  in  hast 
canot  ad  but  y1  I am  Sr 

Your  freind  & seruant 

Robert  Treat  Gour 


THE  GOVERNOR  AND  COUNCIL  TO 
FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP. 

Harteord  July  3d  1690. 

Honhle  Sr.  Your  letters  of  the  first  instant  we  haue  re- 
ceiued  and  cannot  but  thankefully  acknowledg  your  good 
resolution  and  readinesse  to  serve  their  Maties  according  as 
we  have  desired  of  you  and  hope  we  shall  endeavoure  to 
accomadate  what  we  may  the  present  designe  against  the 
enemie  so  as  may  be  to  your  encouragement.  We  can  be 
willing  to  make  or  numbers  two  hundred  with  those  allready 
out,  and  therefore  shall  leave  it  with  yourselfe  to  bring  up 
what  number  will  be  willing  to  goe  forth  with  you  upon  the 
service  & what  numbers  shall  be  wanting  must  be  made  up  in 
the  other  county es.  As  for  the  Indians  we  could  very  gladly 
improve  them  in  the  designe  & hope  they  may  be  very  usefull, 
but  we  cannot  arme  any  of  them,  nor  can  we  find  here  more 
then  one  peice  of  dufles  towards  cloatheing  of  them.  So 
many  as  can  be  procured  of  the  Pequots  or  Moheags  or 
others  armed  & cloathed  we  are  willing  to  imploy  in  the  ser- 
vice & desire  you  to  signify  it  to  such  persons  as  may  make 
it  most  effectuall,  which  we  leave  to  your  & their  prudence, 
to  the  number  of  forty.  We  shall  need  a good  chirurgion  to 
goe  out  with  or  men,  & therefore  Sr  we  shall  be  very  glade  if 
yourselfe  could  finde  a suitable  person  there  & bring  him  up 
wth  you.  We  have  had  some  thoughts  that  Mr  Charles 
Buckly  might  doe  well.  If  yourselfe  who  have  had  oppor- 
tunety  to  know  his  skill  more  then  we,  judge  him  a suitable 
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person  for  that  service,  we  desire  you  would  impresse  him 
for  the  service,  & bring  him  up  with  you  with  what  mediceins 
he  hath.  Sr  we  judg  it  will  be  necessary  for  yourselfe  to  be 
at  Albany  as  soon  as  may  be,  for  we  shall  never  know  what 
is  wanting  nor  when  they  will  begin  their  march  before 
yourselfe  hath  been  with  them,  & taken  a survay  of  them  & 
of  their  provissions,  & therefore  we  shall  be  in  expectation  of 
your  honor  here  on  Wednesday  night  at  the  farthest.  We 
shall  not  ad  but  best  respects,  & that  we  are  Honble  Sr,  your 
affectionate  freinds, 

The  Govr  & Councill  of  Conecticut 
their  order  signed 

John  Atuyn,  Secretry. 

Pray  Sr  pleas  to  take  care  the  inclosed  to  Mr  Richard  Christo- 
phers, Commisary  be  conveyed  to  him. 

[Superscribed]  These  For  the  Honble  Major  Gen11  John 
Winthrop,  Esqr  at  New  London  prsent,  For  his  Maties 
service. 


INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP. 

Atbany  July  31th,  1690. 

Instructions  for  the  Honble  John  Winthrop  Esqr,  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  all  the  Forces  raised  for  the  Expe- 
dition of  Albany,  out  of  New  York  Province  & New 
England  Colonies  &c.  against  the  French  at  Canada, 
according  to  Commission  under  ye  hand  of  his  Maties 
Lieu1  Governor  of  New  York,  & seale  of  the  aforesd 
Province  bearing  date  with  these  presents.  Wee  being 
commissionated  & ordered  thereunto  by  the  sd  Lieu4 
Governor  & Councill,  as  followeth,  viz1 — 

That  the  said  Commander  in  Chief  doth  put  in  execution 
the  true  intent  and  purport  of  the  sd  Commission  with  all 
possible  dispatch. 

That  none  of  the  said  Forces  be  otherwise  employed  than 
directly  against  the  French  at  Canada  & their  adherents. 
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That  all  matters  of  great  concernm1  shall  be  adjudged, 
directed,  ordered  & concluded  by  a Councill  of  Warr  consist- 
ing of  the  Commander  in  Chief  with  the  rest  of  the  Commis- 
sion Officers,  or  so  many  as  can  conveniently  meet  together. 

That  no  more  officers  shall  be  commissionated  then  now 
are  appointed,  unlesse  are  vacated  by  death,  or  impotency, 
whereby  they  may  be  disabled  to  do  their  duty,  then  such 
places  are  to  be  supply ed  by  commission  from  sd  Commander 
in  Chief  which  shall  be  as  authentiq  to  all  intents  as  if  such 
had  beene  actually  granted  by  sd  Lieu1  Governor  or  the  Honble 
Governor  of  Connecticut.  Provided  alwayes  that  no  extra- 
ordinary necessities  arise  for  detachments,  or  the  like. 

That  the  Commission  from  the  said  Lieu1  Governor  doth 
preside  & superintend  all  others,  orders,  or  instructions  relat- 
ing the  said  Forces  wch  are,  or  shall  be  under  ye  conduct  or 
command  of  the  said  Commander  in  Chief  during  the  Expe- 
dition aforementioned. 

That  all  plunder  & captives  (if  it  so  happen)  shall  be 
divided  equally  amongst  the  ofhcrs  and  souldrs,  according  to 
the  laws  and  customes  of  warr. 

That  due  care  be  taken  for  returning  officers  and  souldrs, 
(if  please  God  to  grant  victory)  to  their  respective  homes 
equally  & impartially,  as  shall  consist  with  marshall  right,  and 
possibility. 

That  due  notice  be  given  of  all  weighty  matters,  or 
materiall  occurences  from  time  to  time,  by  expresses  to  those 
who  shall  reside  commissionated  at  Albany,  that  so  nothing 
may  be  wanting  on  the  Lieu1  Governors  part,  or  such  appointed 
by  him  to  attend  this  concerne,  and  assist  by  all  opportunityes, 
wherein  it  may  be  requisite. 

That  the  honour  & service  of  God  be  supported,  Divine 
Worship  performed  in  publiq  dayly,  the  Lords  Day  duly 
observed,  vice  discountenanced  & punished,  religion  & virtue 
upheld  and  encouraged,  and  due  decorum  preserved  amongst 
them. 

That  the  said  Commander  in  Chief  doth  administer,  exe- 
cute and  performe  all  matters  relating  life,  limb,  or  other 
censures  (as  the  case  shall  or  may  require)  as  amply,  in  full 
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power  & virtue,  manner,  forme  and  purport,  as  any  Field 
Marshall  may  or  ought  to  doe,  with  a regular  army,  or  greater 
body  of  men. 

Praying  for  Gods  blessing  upon  yor  undertakings,  and  good 
success,  wee  subscribe 
Honble  Sr, 

Yor  Honors  humble  servants, 

J.  Bruyn1 

Johannes  Provoost 
Jacob  Mieborne. 


ROBERT  TREAT  TO  FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP. 

Mieeord,  August  ye  15th  1690. 

Honorl1  Sr:  I am  sorry  to  hear  so  many  of  our  souldiers 
dayly  falling  sicke  of  the  distemper  to  ye  great  weakning  and 
dishearting  of  others,  and  that  by  reason  therof  I cannot  get 
anie  minister  though  I have  taken  great  paines  to  have  pro- 
cured you  one  haveing  tryed  as  efectually  as  I could  with  five 
or  6 yl  seemed  most  likely.  I hope  your  lettrs  will  reach  you 
I haveing  posted  them  to  you  to  Albanie  wth  all  imaginable 
speed  to  be  by  or  comissary  further  dyrected  and  posted  as 
needfull.  We  are  loadeing  another  vessell  with  provisions 
for  our  souldiery.  I have  intelligence  that  the  Boston  fleete 
consisting  of  32  saile  set  out  from  Nantasket  the  9th  of  this 
moneth  and  have  had  fair  winds  many  days  since  so  that  its 
hoped  that  they  are  a good  way  on  their  voyage,  and  its  our 
duty  and  we  hope  we  shall  follow  our  forces  and  their  fleet 
with  our  earnest  prayers  to  Almighty  God  to  succeed  and 
bless  them  and  you,  and  send  us  good  news  from  you  wch  we 
shall  be  much  longing  for.  I have  received  intelligence  from 
ye  Bay  by  letters  that  their  forces  are  instructed  to  endeavour 
a correspondence  wth  ours  and  hope  for  and  God  grant  they 
may  have  mutuall  assistance  from  each  other  as  occasions 


1 John  Bruyn,  Provoost  and  Milborne  were  members  of  the  Council 
of  Governor  Jacob  Leisler  of  New  York.  [Ed.] 
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may  offer  and  in  case  your  honor  for  any  of  our  forces 
should  be  in  straights  and  it  be  wth  them  to  relieve  anie  of 
ours  we  pray  their  honor11  comander  to  be  helpfull  and  we 
shall  respond  them  to  content.  We  are  not  a little  troubled 
to  heare  of  ye  incivillitys  you  met  wth  at  Albany  fro  some 
there.  I Stedman  I heare  is  goeing  for  N.  York.  Our  com- 
missary pleads  hard  to  be  eased  for  some  time  & to  have 
another  sent  up  in  his  roome.  Sr,  for  news  from  Europe  I 
hope  you  will  have  it  from  a better  hand,  ye  duk  of  Eorraign 
is  dead,  Dublaine  said  to  be  taken  by  King  William,  tis  said 
also  Sr  Edm.  Andros  & ye  Bay  agents  have  had  a hearing 
before  ye  comittee  for  forraigne  plantations  issue  not  known, 
and  that  a petition  was  prferrd  by  ye  Marques  of  Winchester 
in  behalf e of  ye  country,  & tis  said  had  favor11  accesse  & 
acceptance  wth  ye  Queens  Maetie,  & that  20  houses  at  Boston 
neer  the  mil  bridg  were  consumed  wth  fier.  Many  wth  us 
very  sick,  Captn  Talcot  of  Wetherfeild  neer  death  if  alive. 
And  now  Sr,  wth  my  hearty  sallutations  and  valedictions  to 
yorselfe  and  noble  captaines  officers  and  brave  souldiers  as  if 
named,  I take  leave  desireing  the  Lord  God  of  armies  to  goe 
wth  you,  bless,  preserve  and  keep  you  from  sins  and  dangers, 
and  in  Gods  good  time  safely  returne  yor  honor  and  companies 
with  Joy  full  trofies  of  victory  over  or  enemies.  So  prays 
Honor11  Sr, 

Your  affectionate  friend  & servant, 

Robert  Treat. 

[Superscribed]  For  the  Honor11  Majr  Gener11  Joh.  Winthrop 
Comander  in  Cheife  of  ye  forces  now  bound  for  Canida, 
where  it  may  find  him.  Hast  posts  haste 
^ Robert  Gilmore  post,  to  be  left  or  directed  by  Mr  Black- 
leech  to  be  hasted  as  abovesaid. 
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INCREASE  MATHER1  TO  ROBERT  TREAT. 

London,  August  19,  1690. 

Sir:  I wrote  a few  lines  to  you,  a year  & halfe  ago,  when 
I acquainted  you  yVI  had  (purely  out  of  respect  to  ye  well- 
fare  of  yr  Colony,  & of  ye  interest  of  Christ  therein)  con- 
cerned myselfe  to  petition  ye  K.  in  yor  behalfes  yl  you  might 
quietly  enjoy  yor  former  liberties  by  yor  charter  confirmed  to 
you.  The  last  year,  wn  I saw  I might  not  return  to  N.  E.  I 
propos’d  y*  all  ye  Colonies  in  N.  E.  might  concert  in  sending 
oer  an  agent  from  thence  to  joyn  wth  Sr  Henry  Ashurst  here 
& that  I might  be  dismissed  from  any  further  care  as  to  ye 
publick  concerns  of  ye  countrey.  But  tho  agents  were  sent 
from  ye  Massachusetts,  you  declined  to  make  use  of  ym,  in 
wch  you  have  not  done  well  for  yrselves.  You  have  also  ben 
very  unkind  & disobligeing  to  Mr  Whiting,  who  has  taken 
great  paynes  to  serve  you  & you  can  never  duely  requite  him. 
And  you  have  appointed  a very  unfitt  person  to  be  yor  agent 
here,  viz.  Mr.  Porter,  who  is  an  inferior  officer  in  ye  custom 
house,  & on  yl  account  no  meet  pson  to  be  employed  at  court. 
Hee  has  (&  in  that  hee  has  done  wisely)  absolutely  refused 
to  serve  you  in  that  capacity  & so  has  Mr.  Whitfield.  But 
Mr.  Porter  came  to  me,  & prayed  me  y*  I would  (notwth- 
standing  yor  unkindness  in  not  so  much  as  thanking  me  for  wl 


1 Born  in  Dorchester,  Mass.,  in  1638,  son  of  Reverend  Richard 
Mather,  Increase  became  one  of  the  foremost  ministers  and  one  of  the 
most  learned  Americans  of  his  time  as  well  as  the  first  native  American 
to  become  President  of  Harvard  College.  He  entered  college  at  the 
age  of  twelve.  Later  he  entered  his  name  at  Trinity  College,  Dublin, 
but  was  not  graduated  from  that  institution.  He  remained  abroad 
until  1661  and  upon  his  return  became  minister  of  the  North  Church 
in  Boston.  He  was  offered  the  presidency  of  the  College  in  1681  but 
did  not  actually  become  president  until  some  years  later.  The  Charter 
of  Massachusetts  having  been  annulled,  Mather  sailed  for  England  in 
1688  to  endeavour  to  have  the  Charter  restored.  He  remained  abroad 
four  years.  During  this  time  he  aided  the  Connecticut  agent  in  his 
endeavour  to  have  the  Connecticut  charter  acknowledged  and  confirmed 
in  spite  of  the  Andros  usurpation.  He  was  a voluminous  author  con- 
tinuing to  publish  works  nearly  to  the  time  of  his  death  in  1723.  [Ed.] 
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I had  done  for  you,  & notwthstanding  the  slight  wch  you  have 
put  upon  ye  agents  of  ye  Massachusetts  Colony)  concern  my- 
self for  yor  good,  and  y*  yrfore  I would  take  care  y*  yor 
Address  to  his  Majesty  might  be  delivered.  I told  him  if  I 
could  prevayle  Sr  H.  Ashurst  to  joyn  wth  me,  I would  do  it, 
but  all  ye  arguments  I could  use  would  not  pswade  Sr  Henry 
who  does  (&  well  hee  may)  resent  ye  disrespect  you  have  put 
upon  him  in  declining  to  concurr  wth  Boston  in  desiring  his 
assistance.  I then  applyed  myself e to  Major  Thomson,  & Dr 
Cox ; & if  they  would  have  gone  wth  me,  I would  have 
delivered  yor  Address  to  ye  K.  himself e.  Major  Thomson 
was  willing  but  bodily  infirmities  made  him  unable  to  go  to 
court.  Dr  Cox  is  full  of  other  employments  wch  call  for  his 
attendance,  so  y*  through  yor  owne  fault  yr  was  not  a man  to 
be  found  in  England  y*  could  & would  serve  you.  My  heart 
was  troubled  for  you  & for  ye  churches  in  yor  Coloney.  I 
therefore  resolved  to  overlooke  yor  neglects  of  me  & to  do 
w*  was  in  my  power  to  serve  you.  I know  yl  Christ  notwth- 
standing  my  unworthiness  & ingratitude  has  done  much  for 
me,  & shall  not  I do  so  for  his  people,  let  yir  unkindness  to 
me  be  never  so  great. 

For  me  to  deliver  ye  address  to  ye  K.  himselfe,  except 
some  others  had  bin  wth  me  would  not  have  bin  proper.  And 
yet  y*  ye  K.  should  know  nothing  of  it,  would  not  have  bin 
so  well  for  you.  I therefore  went  to  my  Ld  Shrewsberrys 
office,  who  was  then  principal  Secretary  of  State.  My  Lord 
was  ill,  but  his  dark  (Mr  Vernon)  ingaged  y*  ye  K.  should 
see  it.  I then  left  it  at  my  Lord  Secretarys  office  on  May  31, 
and  have  no  more  to  say  about  it 

You  desire  Mr  Porter  to  procure  ye  opinion  of  ye  judges 
concerning  yor  charter.  In  yt  you  discover  yl  you  do  not 
understand  wl  ye  judges  may  do.  They  may  not  give  yir 
opinion  in  any  case,  except  ye  K comand  it.  But  therefore 
I applyed  myselfe  to  Sr  George  Treby,  who  is  ye  Ks  Attorney 
General,  & to  Sr  John  Somers,  who  is  ye  Ks  Sollicitor 
General,  & to  Mr  Ward  an  eminent  & famous  lawyer.  They 
are  all  of  ye  opinion,  that  you  may  go  on  wth  yor  charter 
government  as  formerly;  & say,  y*  you  are  very  weake  men 
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if  you  do  not  so.  Besides  other  charges,  I gave  to  every  one 
of  these,  3 guineas  as  a reward  for  what  they  have  subscribed, 
& it  was  little  enough.  I herewith  send  a copy  of  what  they 
have  declared  to  be  their  opinion.  The  originall  I keep  wth 
me,  untill  I do  myselfe  return  to  N.  E.,  or  if  God  shall  clear 
my  way  for  settlement  here  in  England,  I shall  send  it  to  you. 
In  ye  meane  time,  this  may  encourage  to  go  on  as  now  you 
are.  Assure  yor  selves,  their  prsent  Majesties,  (&  there  never 
was  so  good  a K.  & Queen  in  England  as  at  this  day,)  will 
never  blame  or  discourage  you.  I am,  Sr 
Yr  friend  & servant, 

Increase  Mather. 

[Superscribed]  To  ye  Worshipfull  Robert  Treat  Esqr  Govr 
of  Connecticut  Colony  in  New  England. 

JAMES  PORTER  TO  ROBERT  TREAT. 

Honord  Sr.  My  last  was  to  give  y°  an  account  that  his 
Majsty  was  bound  for  Ireland,  & so  there  could  not  be  any- 
thing don,  but  I have  taken  that  care  with  Mr  Mather  that 
if  the  Bay  doe  anything  as  to  their  charter  y*  yours  may  be 
allso  confirmed.  According  to  your  order  Mr  Mather  hath 
gott  the  opinion  not  of  the  judges  (for  that  is  not  propr,) 
but  of  the  best  councill,  & their  opinion  is  you  need  not 
trouble  yourselves  for  your  charter  is  good,  as  you  may  see 
by  a coppy  here  inclosed  under  their  hands.  Mr  Mather  tells 
me  he  has  sent  you  one  allso.  Here  are  severall  strive  hard 
to  have  a Governour  over,  the  Bay  is  at  a great  charge  to 
mentain  their  commisionrs  here  & how  long  it  will  be  none 
knowes,  for  the  King  is  not  as  yet  returned  from  Ireland. 
You  will  hear  what  great  charge  we  are  at  here  to  mentaine 
our  armies  & navey.  I should  be  glad  if  5011  would  excuse 
me  for  my  parte  of  the  taxes.  Soe  I rest  to  serve  you  in  what 
I can, 

James  Porter. 

London  2th  September  1690. 

[Superscribed]  To  Robt  Trett  Esqr  at  his  house  at  Hartford 
in  New  England.  These  psnt. 
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JAMES  PORTER  TO  ROBERT  TREAT. 

Honord  Sr.  My  last  was  the  2d  of  September  1690,  but 
fearing  it  should  miscarry  I have  inclosed  another  copie  of 
the  opinions  of  three  of  our  abliest  councill,  for  it  was  not 
proper  for  the  judges  to  give  their  opinion.  I was  with  Mr 
Mather  this  week  & he  told  me  his  Majesty  has  promissed 
they  shall  have  their  charter  again,  & her  Majsty  has  engaged 
that  they  might  have  it.  The  opinion  of  the  councill  is,  you 
need  not  trouble  yourselves  about  it;  it  is  some  help  to  the 
Bay  yours  is  so  firm.  Mr  Mather  has  promised  to  take  care 
of  your  Colonoy  as  well  as  the  Bay,  & truely  if  I had  not 
taken  that  way  which  I have,  a 100H  would  not  have  gon  so 
far  as  30,  it  costs  the  Bay  severall  hundreds  of  pounds  & is 
like  to  cost  more.  We  have  allready  paid  for  taxes  above  4s 
in  the  pound  for  lands  & houses,  & the  Parliam1  is  raising  a 
greater  tax  then  before.  Pray  my  kind  love  to  all  that  inquier 
of  my  wellfaire.  I rest, 

Yours  to  serve  you  in  what  I can, 

James  Porter. 

London 

30th  of  Octobr  1690. 

[Superscribed]  To  Robt  TrEatt  Esqr  at  h°  at  Hartford  in 
New  England. 


WILLIAM  WHITING1  TO  ROBERT  TREAT. 

London  ye  8th  Novembr  1690. 

Honrd  Sr.  My  last  to  you  was  of  ye  12th  August  1689, 
in  answer  to  yors  & the  Gen11  Courts  of  ye  13th  June,  wherein 
I gave  you  the  reasons  why  the  Adress  to  his  Majty  was  not 
dellivered.  Since  have  seen  yors  & the  Councills  lettr  of  ye 
3d  Janry  last,  to  Mr  James  Porter,  wth  the  Adress  to  his  Majty 


1 William  Whiting,  son  of  an  original  proprietor  of  Hartford 

bearing  the  same  name,  removed  to  England  where  he  was  a merchant 
in  London  and  where  he  died  in  1699.  He  served  for  some  years  as 
the  agent  in  England  for  the  colony  of  Connecticut.  [Ed.] 
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& instructions,  in  the  3d  of  wch  you  desire  him  to  obtayne  the 
judgem1  of  the  judges,  whether  yor  charter  were  good  or  not; 
wch  if  he  had  proposed  to  them,  would  have  comitted  him  to 
prison,  it  being  a forestalling  of  the  law,  thay  being  the 
judges  of  it.  Our  law  is  very  seveere  in  these  cases,  but  I 
conclude  you  did  not  know  it.  I doe  presume  yor  last  adress 
had  not  been  presented  had  not  I perswaded  Mr  Mather  to 
get  it  done,  & since  to  obtayn  the  Judgem*  of  the  Attorney  & 
Sollicitr  Gen11  uppon  yor  charter;  wch  I was  very  well  sattis- 
fyed  was  good,  when  I knew  there  was  no  record  of  surrendr 
or  Judgem1  against  it;  as  to  the  judgm*  I was  certain  there 
was  none,  but  for  the  surrender  was  less  assured,  because 
Mr  Blathwayt  often  sayd  you  had  surrendered  it  & desired 
to  be  annexed  to  Sr  Edmond  Andros  his  govermh  I was 
(whilst  capable  of  serving  you)  very  dilligent  in  yor  affayres, 
& neglected  no  opportunity  or  interest  I could  make,  to  pre- 
vent a judgm1  against  yor  charter,  in  wch  I was  successfull 
by  the  assistance  of  a considerable  pson  who  was  made  yor 
true  friend.  In  myne  above  mentioned,  I acquainted  you  I 
was  out  in  disburse  for  yor  Collony  about  5 or  6H,  then  I 
could  not  tell  exactly,  having  not  taken  upp  the  sollicitrs  last 
bill  for  fees  &c.,  since  have  finished  the  acco1,  & fynde  that 
I am  out  in  the  cause  5H  5s  4d,  wch  I hope,  the  Court  will  take 
care  to  remit  to  me,  wth  what  thay  may  thinck  fit  to  allow  me 
for  3 yeares  service  & better,  some  months  of  wch  I never 
fayled  to  be  at  court  3 tymes  a weeke,  from  whence  I seldom 
came  till  11  of  the  clock  at  night,  & had  I been  furnished  wth 
money  from  you,  could  have  spared  much  of  my  payns,  & 
served  yor  interest  as  well.  Mr  Mather  is  the  Collonyes  true 
friend,  & hath  an  interest  at  court  to  serve  them,  & I have 
not  neglected  to  put  him  uppon  improving  it  on  yor  behalf. 
I shall  not  add  more,  but  wth  all  due  respects  to  yor  self  & 
the  rest  of  the  members  of  the  Gen11  Court, 

I am,  Honrd  Sr, 

Yor  very  humble  serv1, 

WM  Whiting. 
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JOHN  ALLYN  TO  FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP 
AND  DANIEL  WETHERELL.1 

Hartford  May  27,  1691. 

Gentlemen:  You  may  please  to  remember  that  we  desired 
of  Mr  Witherell  when  he  went  from  hence  that  he  would  be 
care  full  to  hand  to  us  what  news  is  come  to  your  hand  con- 
cerning the  pirates,  but  allthough  severall  are  com  up  from 
your  partes  we  hear  nothing  from  you  & Mr  Witherle  hath 
not  been  according  to  his  word  with  us;  but  of  that  we  say 
no  more  now  onely  to  tell  him  it  was  not  right.  Gentn,  we 
desire  you  would  accomplish  & finish  your  forte,  & be  care- 
full  to  put  yourselves  in  the  best  posture  of  defence  you  may. 
We  have  now  sent  Col.  Winthrop  his  commission  inclosed, 
we  request  him  to  accept  thereof,  & that  he  be  vigorous  in 
attending  the  same,  & with  the  advice  of  the  com11  officers  in 
his  regiment  so  order  & dispose  the  militia  of  that  regiment 
that  all  matters  may  be  dissposed  for  the  best  advantage  for 
the  defence  of  his  Maties  subjects  there,  & we  desire  you 
would  be  pleased  to  give  us  to  understand  what  intelligence 
comes  to  your  hand  by  every  opportunety,  & be  assured  we 
shall  be  ready  upon  all  occassions  to  doe  or  utmost  to  affoard 
or  assistants  & use  or  utmost  endeavours  for  the  prservation 
of  his  Maties  interest  & good  subjects  in  this  Colony,  & so  with 
or  best  respects  to  you  all  we  subscribe 

Gentn  your  affectionate  freinds,  the  Govr  & Assist3  prsent, 
^ their  order,  John  Addyn,  Secry. 


1 Daniel  Wetherell  was  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  New  London 
where  he  died  in  1719.  He  was  prominent  in  town  affairs  holding 
many  local  offices  and  was  evidently  a man  who  was  highly  respected. 

[Ed.] 
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THE  GENERAL  COURT  TO  WILLIAM  WHITING. 

1.  Cancelled  draught  by  Secretary  Allyn. 

Honord  Sr.  Your  letter  of  the  8th  of  November  is  before 
us,  whereby  we  understand  that  or  desires  to  Mr  Porter  to 
procure  the  judgment  of  the  judges  concerning  the  judgment 
of  the  judges,  whether  or  charter  was  good  in  law,  was  not 
proper,  & therefore  are  thankefull  to  yourselfe  & other 
freinds  that  you  diverted  that  & took  a better  course  to 
obtayn  the  opinion  of  the  Sollicker  & Attorney  Gen11,  wth 
Mr  Warde  of  that  matter,  which  we  have  received  & are 
thankfull  for  it  allthough  we  were  of  the  same  opinion 
formerly  with  them.  You  allso  mention  in  a former  letter 
that  in  or  addresse  there  was  some  things  in  it  towards  the 
close  of  it  that  were  very  pernicious  both  to  orselves  & the 
rest  of  the  countrey.  We  should  have  been  glad  you  had 
tould  us  the  perticulars  what  they  were,  that  we  might  have 
been  cautioned  for  the  future.  We  live  remoate  & are  not 
well  acquainted  with  the  meathods  of  proceedings  at  court, 
& it  is  no  wonder  if  we  miss  what  is  proper  to  be  done  in  the 
management  of  our  affayre,  yet  are  willing  to  rectify  what  is 
amiss  upon  information.  Sr,  we  are  very  thankefull  to  you 
for  what  you  have  done,  & should  not  have  desired  any  other 
to  be  imployed  in  or  concerns  but  yourselfe,  but  in  sundry  of 
your  letters  you  did  so  absolutely  deny  us  that  we  not  willing 
to  impose  upon  you  contrary  to  your  owne  inclinations,  & 
being  informed  that  the  gentn  Sr  Henry  Ashhurst,  whoe  you 
propounded  to  us,  was  imployed  by  the  Massachusets  in  their 
affayres  we  did  not  see  reason  to  trouble  him  wth  ors,  & there- 
fore desired  Mr  Porter  to  act  in  or  behalfe  in  our  occasions, 
& so  far  as  he  hath  acted  in  it  we  are  sattisfyed.  You  allso 
informe  us  that  we  are  in  your  debt  51  5s  4d,  besides  what  we 
shall  think  fitt  for  to  allowe  you  for  3 years  service  & better 
&c.  Sr,  you  may  remember  that  in  Decembr  5,  87,  Mr  Allyn 
or  Secret1,  informed  you  of  or  state  & how  Sr  Edmun  had 
taken  us  under  his  goverment,  & desired  of  you  an  acco*  how 
matters  were  between  the  Colony  & yourselfe.  In  answer  to 
his  letter  June  29  1688,  you  say  it  is  very  small  what  is  left 
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being  under  5H  &c.,  & if  a way  may  be  proposed  how  you 
should  be  secured  the  ballance  should  be  forthcoming;  since 
wch  we  know  not  that  you  have  been  out  anything  upon  or 
acco1,  & therefore  must  desire  further  sattisfaction  before  we 
can  acquiesse  in  your  acco*  of  51  5s  4d,  due  from  us  &c.  We 
doe  not  doubt  but  you  have  taken  great  paynes  for  us  & used 
your  best  skill  therein,  for  which  we  thanke  you  & shall  be 
willing  so  to  cary  towards  you  as  that  you  may  be  encouraged 
to  continue  to  be  or  freind  upon  all  occassions,  yet  som  acco* 
how,  what  we  sent  to  you  was  disposed  would  be  sattisfaction 
to  us  & a guide  to  us  how  to  retaliat  to  yrselfe. 

2.  Draught  by  William  Pitkin. 

Hartford,  July  9th  1691. 

Honrd  Sir:  Yors  of  8th  of  Nov.  last  is  with  us,  by  which 

as  also  by  what  we  have  from  the  Rd.  Mr  Mather  & Mr 
Porter,  we  are  very  sencible  of  your  kindness  to  our  Colony 
both  in  correcting  our  mistake  in  desireing  the  judges 
oppinion,  & procurein  that  of  those  honble.  persons  the 
Attorney  Gen11  &c.,  which  gives  us  much  establishment, 
together  with  the  other  mentioned  favours,  for  which  we 
render  our  most  hearty  thanks  to  yorself  & them.  What  is 
greivous  to  you  & our  other  freinds  was  not  intended  so  to 
be,  nor  we  hope  wil  not  so  remain  when  you  please  to  con- 
sider the  realy  impoverished  state  of  the  Colony,  what  by 
warr,  sicknesses  & many  deminishing  of  our  crops  which 
forced  us  to  such  applications  as  wee  were  capeable  of  & 
therfore  durst  not  attempt  things  with  the  Massachusets 
agents  nor  to  solicite  so  great  a person  as  Sr  Hen.  Asher,  & 
as  to  your  self,  we  had  not  diverted  in  any  degree  from  you 
but  that  you  first  several  times  aleadged  it  inconvenient  & 
then  possitively  denied  us,  against  which  (unless  we  had  been 
able  to  have  obliged  you  with  better  supply es)  we  could  not 
be  bold  to  press  too  farr,  & therfore  made  bold  with  Mr 
Porter  as  the  only  person  whome  we  could  hope  to  prevail 
with,  & haveing  so  done  wee  find  both  yorself  & Mr  Mather 
kind  to  him  & us  therein.  We  are  not  skiled  in  court  modes, 
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but  according  to  our  owne  plainness  & poverty  would  do  our 
uttmost  to  retain  our  priviledges  & grattify  our  freinds. 

Sr,  by  a letter  dated  Dec.  5,  1687,  our  Secretary  wrote 
to  you  how  Sr  Edmund  Andross  had  taken  us  under  his 
government,  & desired  an  accompt  of  you  as  to  the  expences 
you  were  out  &c.  In  return  to  which  June  29th  1688,  you 
wrote  us  of  about  51  of  ours  then  in  your  hands,  speaking  of 
paying  it  us,  which  gave  us  hopes  that  somwhat  had  been  in 
your  hand  as  part  of  requital,  since  which  there  hath  been  no 
ocasion  of  disbursing  from  you  for  us  that  we  know  of. 
Now  you  write  of  51  5s  4d  due  to  you  besides  for  your  paines, 
we  request  you  will  please  to  give  us  the  whole  accompt  by 
the  saffest  & soonest  conveyance,  & we  hope  to  shew  our- 
selves just  though  poor.  Wee  request  still  your  assistance  in 
procureing  us  their  Majesties  gracious  letter,  whereby  we  may 
find  ourselves  owned  & strengthned  against  such  as  give  us 
disturbance,  wee  have  written  to  the  Rd.  Mr.  Mather  & Mr 
Porter  to  that  effect,  with  whom  please  to  conferr.  Wee 
hope  that  whatever  our  ildeserts  may  be  Judged  to  be,  that 
yet  the  interest  of  Christ  & their  Majties  with  many  of  your 
dear  relations  amongst  us  will  excite  you  to  further  the  well- 
fare  of  this  people  Wee  beleive  you  may  hear  of  the  vast 
charges  on  the  people  of  the  Massachusets  to  defray  charges 
of  warr  & other  things,  & were  wee  in  such  debts  it  would 
so  discourage  us  that  we  know  not  where  we  should  find  our- 
selves, which  hath  caused  us  to  desist  such  mannagements  as 
might  put  our  people  beyond  their  bearing,  but  we  shall  not 
inlarge  but  comending  you  to  the  blessing  of  God  we  rest, 
Your  affectionat  freind  the  Gen1  Court  of  Connecticut 
«($  their  order  signed  John  Allyn  Secry. 
[Superscribed]  These  for  Mr  WM  Whiting,  merchant  at 

Cock-pit  Hall  in  Thrognorton  Street  this  dd  in  London. 
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THE  GENERAL  COURT  TO  INCREASE  MATHER. 

Hartford  July  9 th  1691. 

Reverend  & much  respected  Sr.  Your  letter  of  the  9th  of 
August  last  past  or  Governo1-  hath  comunicated  to  us,  where- 
by we  are  informed  of  your  great  paynes  you  have  taken  in 
or  concerns,  & perticuler  in  the  makeing  way  for  the  present- 
ment of  or  Addresse  unto  his  Matie  & your  lodging  it  in  the 
hands  of  Mr  Vernom  in  the  Secretary  my  Lord  Shrewsburys 
office,  & in  the  procurement  of  the  opinion  of  those  honord 
gentn  the  Attourney  Gen11  & Solisciter  wth  Mr  Ward,  con- 
cerning the  validity  of  or  charter  &c.,  for  all  which  we  return 
you  or  hearty  thankes,  & we  request  you  would  be  pleased  to 
prosecute  or  affayres  according  to  your  best  skill  that  we  may 
obteyne  from  his  Matie  a letter  certifying  his  owning  & 
allowing  of  us  in  the  free  exercise  of  or  goverment  according 
to  charter,  & continueing  us  under  his  Maties  protection  in 
the  free  injoyment  of  all  or  liberties,  priviledges  & properties 
according  to  or  charter  grant,  & if  or  addresse  be  not  prsented, 
we  desire  it  may  be  done  speedily,  & that  such  a letter  if  it 
may  be  obtayned,  it  is  that  as  will  quiet  or  matters  & setle  us 
in  a good  & peaceable  state.  We  have  given  Mr  Porter  an 
order  to  reimburse  you  what  you  were  out  upon  those  gentn 
in  procureing  their  opinion  concerning  the  validity  of  or 
charter,  which  you  say  was  about  9U  or  thereabouts,  & we 
must  informe  you  that  we  should  have  now  sent  over  a supply 
of  money  but  indeed  we  have  been  at  so  much  charge  in  the 
prsent  war  & have  mett  wth  such  losses  by  floods,  blastings 
& wormes,  that  at  prsent  we  are  not  able  to  rayse  anything 
to  any  purpose,  & or  charter  remayning  good  to  us,  & we 
being  so  lowe  & poore,  did  judg  it  best  not  to  improve  such 
an  honbl  person  as  Sr  Henry  Ashhurst  in  or  occassions,  to 
whom  we  knew  we  were  not  able  to  make  a suitable  & 
honourable  return  for  his  service  for  us,  & Mr  Whiting 
haveing  absolutely  denyed  serveing  us  for  the  future  we  did 
make  bold  wth  Mr  James  Porter  to  improve  him  in  or  affayres 
not  being  sencible  of  any  inconveniencie  it  would  be  to  him 
in  his  imploy  in  the  custome  house,  & now  we  doe  request 
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that  you  wth  Mr  Whiting  & Mr  Porter  by  the  best  advice  you 
can  would  endeavoure  to  accomplish  or  matter  for  us  as 
above,  & we  pray  your  charaty  towards  us  & not  to  entertein 
such  opinion  of  us,  that  we  would  put  any  slights  upon  the 
Massachusets  agents  or  be  unkind  to  Mr  Whiting  or  your- 
selfe,  for  we  intend  no  such  thing,  but  shall  as  we  are  able 
shew  the  contrary,  & that  we  shall  be  willing  to  retaliate 
according  to  all  the  kindnesses  we  receive  & service  that  is 
done  for  us. 

One  thing  farther  we  request,  & that  is  if  Col.  Sloughter 
Govr  of  New  Yorke  should  use  endeavours  to  gayn  or 
Colony  annexed  to  New  Yorke  that  all  endeavoures  may  be 
used  to  prevent  it,  & that  if  so  be  these  things  above  can  be 
obtayned  we  shall  be  willing  to  allow  one  hundred  pounds  of 
or  country  pay,  to  be  payd  as  shall  be  appoynted  here  in  this 
Colony,  or  shiped  on  board  some  vessel  here  to  be  sent  to 
Boston,  in  or  pay  wheat,  peas  & Indian  corn. 

We  have  not  to  enlarge,  save  onely  or  prayers  to  God  to 
bless,  preserve  & prosper  you  in  all  your  affayres  for  his 
glory  & the  good  of  his  poore  wilderness  people,  which  will 
augment  your  crowne  in  ye  day  of  the  Lord;  to  whose  grace 
we  commend  you,  & are  your  affectionate  freinds 
The  Govr  & Generali  Court  of  Conecticut 
^ yr  order  signed 

John  Aeeyn  Secretry. 

[Superscribed]  For  the  Reverend  Mr  Increas  Mather, 

In  London  this  dl. 


THE  GENERAL  COURT  TO  JAMES  PORTER. 

Harteord,  July  9th  1691. 

Mr  Porter.  We  heartily  salute  you  by  these  you  may  be 
informed  that  or  Govr  hath  acquainted  us  that  he  hath  reced 
five  letters  from  you,  the  first  dated  the  8th  of  May  ’89,  & the 
last  date  was  October  30th  past,  by  which  we  understand  that 
you  have  received  our  letters  & desires  of  your  help  for  us  in 
presenting  or  Addresse  to  his  Majtie,  & procureing  something 
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from  their  Majties  as  owneing  of  us  in  or  goverment  & grant- 
ing us  protection  therein.  We  allso  understand  by  your  let- 
ters that  you  have  reced  of  Mr  John  Biddoll  the  38u  we 
procured  by  a bill  of  exchang  drawn  upon  him  by  Mr  Elisha 
Benit.  We  also  have  received  the  opinion  of  the  honble  gentn 
learned  in  the  law  concerning  or  charter,  that  it  is  good  & 
valid  in  the  law,  (which  opinion  we  were  of  before,  or  els 
should  not  have  ventured  to  resume  the  goverment  upon  the 
late  revolution.) 

You  allso  inform  us  of  the  many  circumstances  that 
unfit  yourself  for  our  imploye  & occasions,  as  allso  that  you 
have  improved  Mr  Mather  & Major  Tompson  to  use  their 
interest  to  present  or  Address  to  his  Matie.  But  yet  we  are 

not  inform [ ] other)  that  his  Matie  hath 

received  it,  or  heard  of  it,  all  [ ] 

from  Mr  Mather  bearing  date  August  19.  1690. 

Sr.  [ ] that  you  have  taken  care  of 

or  affayres  for  us  as  you  have,  & [ ] 

ntinue  to  doe  for  us  what  lyeth  within  your  power  we 

[ ] be  any  inconvenience  to  yourselfe, 

or  that  it  was  [ ] ering  your  imploy- 

ment  to  request  you  to  present  our  adress  [ ] 

[ ] Maties,  & we  were  in  hopes  that  his  Matie,  of 

his  abundant  grace  would  upon  or  humble  petition  being  pre- 
sented have  continued  us  in  the  injoyment  of  or  priviledges, 

liberties  & properties,  & kept  us  under  his  royall  [ ] 

which  is  all  that  we  want.  And  we  doe  request  that  you 


[ ] in  the  best  way  by  the  best  assistance  & counsell 

you  [ ] procure  it  for  us.  Sr,  we  are  well  informed 

of  the  gr[ ] of  Sr  Henry  Ashhurst  & 


should  have  improved  him  [ ] or  charter 

remayning  firme  & that  gentn  being  implof  . — ] 


Massachusets,  it  was  not  so  proper  for  us  to  apply  ourselves 
to  that  honble  gentn,  & therefore  took  that  way  we  went  in, 
& besides  we  are  (as  you  well  know)  a poore  people,  & by 
reason  of  the  warrs  & distractions  we  have  for  some  late 
years  ben  exercised  wth,  together  with  blastings  upon  or  grayn, 
& floods,  or  comforts  have  been  so  shortened  that  we  canot 
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doe  as  we  would  The  money  you  received  for  us  cost  us 
fifty  pound  of  this  country  money,  & the  fifty  pound  will  not 
be  procured  for  les  then  a hundred  pound  of  or  pay  here  at 
Conecticut.1 

Sr.  We  understand  Mr  Mather  hath  bin  at  expence  for 
or  affayres.  If  he  be  not  by  you  allready  reimbursed,  please 
to  doe  it — he  speaks  of  nine  or  ten  pounds,  & we  shall  allow 
of  it.  We  shall  not  ad  further,  but  or  respects,  & that  we  are 
your  affectionate  freinds  the  Govr  & Gen11  Court  of  Conecti- 
cut, 

Signed  p their  order  ^ me  John  Aeeyn  Secry 
[Superscribed]  For  Mr  James  Porter  these  in  Newington 
Green  in  London,  this  dd. 


THE  FREEHOLDERS  OF  CONNECTICUT  TO 
KING  WILLIAM  AND  QUEEN  MARY. 

16th  Septemb1-  1692.  Address  of  the  Freeholders,  &c.  of 
Conecticutt  to  their  Majesties. 

To  their  Most  Excellent  Majests  William  & Mary  by 
the  grace  of  God  King  & Queen  of  England,  Scot- 
land France  & Ireland,  and  of  the  Dominions  thereto 
belonging,  Defendrs  of  the  Faith  &c. 

The  humble  address  & petition  of  some  in  behalf  of 
themselves  and  the  rest  of  their  Majests  loyall  subjects, 
freeholders  in  their  Majts  Colony  of  Conecticutt  in  New 
England  in  America,  most  humbly  sheweth, — 

That  whereas  we  have  formerly  attempted  to  address 
your  sacred  Maties  with  an  information  of  our  oppressed 
estate  and  supplication  for  your  Mats  favr  & governm*,  but 
by  reason  of  the  difficulty  of  ye  times,  or  other  wise,  know 
not  by  what  means  we  are  hitherto  disappointed,  & our  con- 
dition not  at  all  amended,  but  dayly  growing  worse,  we  are 
constrain’d  to  make  one  attempt  more  if  possibly  we  may  find 
access  to  & acceptance  at  your  footstoolls. 


1 This  sentence  is  cancelled. 
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And  in  ye  first  place,  we  offer  most  humble  & hearty 
thanks  to  Almighty  God  who  hath  in  great  mercy  to  his 
people,  not  only  raised  up  your  sacred  Mats  to  the  throne  at 
such  a time  to  be  their  saviours,  but  hath  also  hitherto  pre- 
served your  royall  psons  from  the  hands  & disigns  of  evill 
minded  men,  & in  such  measure  crowned  yor  great  enterprizes 
with  desired  successes,  withall  imploreing  the  happy  & long 
continuance  of  the  same  divine  favrs. 

In  the  next  place  we  crave  leave  to  suggest  to  your  most 
serene  Mats,  that  when  we  saw  the  coronation  oath  wherein 
yor  Mats  were  graciously  pleased  expressly  to  comprehend 
your  people  of  the  Dominions  as  well  as  of  the  Realme,  this 
begining  of  royall  grace  was  accepted  by  us  with  all  thank- 
fullness  as  an  earnest  of  more.  This  your  Mats  favr  was  to 
us  as  the  dew  upon  the  grass,  and  did  revive  us  wth  the  hopes 
of  deliverance  from  our  pressures  & that  we  should  now  be 
happy  under  the  shaddow  of  your  sacred  Mats  regious1,  just 
& mercifull  governmb 

But  our  hope  deferr’d  makes  our  hearts  sick,  and  though 
we  congratulate  the  felicity  of  ye  realme  & other  parts  of  the 
English  nation,  blessed  with  your  royall  & benigne  influences, 
yet  we  canot  but  be  moved  with  some  emulation  to  see  them 
so  happy  & our  selvs  (almost  alone)  so  miserable  in  the  want 
of  your  Mats  govrment  which  they  enjoy.  Nor  can  we  invent 
any  reason  for  it,  other  then  the  just  offence  given  to  your 
Most  Excellent  Mats  by  the  undutifull  and  turbulent  motion 
and  overture  that  hath  here  been  lately  made. 

But  this  doth  not  at  all  extenuate  but  agravate  our  misery 
that  it  is  the  effect  of  royall  & just  displeasure,  but  doth  the 
more  forcibly  incite  us  to  cast  our  selvs  at  your  royall  feet 
humbly  begging  your  gracious  Mats  yet  to  beleive,  that  you 
have  some  truly  loyall  subjects  still  left  in  Conecticott,  who 
not  approving  but  opposing  the  late  disordrs  are  great  suf- 
ferers thereby,  & who  being  well  & duly  affected  to  your  roy11 
psons  & governnff,  will  readily  assure  their  allegiance  to  your 
Mats  according  to  the  demand  of  yor  laws  whenever  lawfully 


1 Righteous?  [Ed.] 
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called  thereunto : And  therefore  (though  we  have  no  oppor- 
tunity orderly  to  convene  for  the  making  of  a generall 
address  & our  late  notice  of  the  ships  speedy  sailing  from 
New  York  allows  us  not  time  for  many  subscriptions,  yet  we 
for  ourselvs  and  many  others  of  your  Mats  loyall  subjects 
in  Conecticott,  whose  desires  we  very  well  know)  do  most 
hunbly  and  importunately  supplicate  your  royall  favour 
towards  us,  that  your  Most  Excell1  Mats  will  be  graciously 
pleased  to  grant  us  that  wch  having  been  promised  we  are 
confident  your  Mats  will  not  deny  us,  & for  the  want  of  wch 
your  Mats  subjects  here  are  destroyed,  which  is  the  restora- 
tion of  your  royall  Mats  govrment  & lawes,  for  the  securing 
our  lives,  liberties  & properties,  and  for  delivering  of  us  from 
the  injuries  & oppressions  of  those,  who  erecting  a governm4 
without  your  Majts  ordr,  or  any  warrant  from  the  crown, 
have  thrust  themselvs  into  place  & office,  suppressed  your 
Majts  govrment,  shutt  up  your  courts,  rejected  your  laws, 
have  in  their  Gener11  Court  (as  we  are  credibly  informed) 
refused,  at  least  have  notwithstanding  notice  of  the  act  of 
Parliam4  to  that  purpose,  neglected  to  take  the  oaths  of  alle- 
giance, and  now  at  last  denyed  submission  to  your  Majts 
Lieu4  for  the  ordering  and  governing  of  the  militia  &c.  the 
end  & intent  of  all  which  can  be  no  other  or  better  then 
opposition  to  your  Mats  with  the  utter  oppression  & ruine  of 
your  duty  full  subjects  by  their  despotick  & arbitrary  power, 
and  unto  whom  therefore  we  cannot  submit  without  with- 
drawing our  obedience  from  your  Majts  governm4  & laws. 

We  are  not  willing  to  interrupt  your  Majts  great  & 
weighty  affairs  with  many  or  impertinent  words,  but  we  most 
humbly  beseech  your  royall  compassions  timely  to  think  upon 
us. 

This  is  a hard  country  wherein  we  canot  long  subsist 
under  your  oppressions  and  abuses.  An  house  divided  agst 
itself  cannot  stand.  There  is  no  living  without  justice.  It 
is  hard  for  us  to  bequeath  and  entaile  certaine  slavery  & 
vassalage  to  our  posterity.  It  is  impossible  for  us  to  serve 
two  masters,  your  royall  Mats  & this  soveraigne  corporation, 
if  we  serve  the  one  we  must  forsake  the  other. 
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On  the  other  hand  it  is  our  encouragenP  that  your  sacred 
Mats  are  by  rts  of  inheritance  the  poor  man’s  King  & Queen, 
and  your  Matseys  will  easily  scatter  away  all  these  evills. 

But  if  your  Most  Excellent  Majts  pleasure  be  such,  that 
this  is  governnP  we  must  have,  we  humbly  beseech  your 
sacred  Mats  to  favour  us  so  far  that  we  may  know  it,  that 
we  may  then  take  the  best  course  we  can  for  our  selvs  at 
least  that  we  may  not  disobey  your  Mats  by  yielding  obedience 
to  it,  or  needlessly  expose  ourselvs  to  their  fury  by  our 
refusall:  And  your  Majts  loyall  subjects  and  most  humble 
supplicants  do  and  shall  ever  pray  to  the  King  of  Kings  for 
the  long  continuance  of  your  Most  Excellent  Majts  happy 
reign  over  us.  Edwd  Palmes 

September  16th  1692.  Greshom  Bulkexey 

WM  Rossweu,. 


THE  GENERAL  COURT  TO  KING  WILLIAM 
AND  QUEEN  MARY. 

A Copy  of  an  Address  to  their  Majesties,  Octobr.  13,  1692. 

To  the  High  & Mighty  King  William  & Queen  Mary 
of  England,  Scotland,  France  & Ireland  King  & 
Queen  Defenders  of  the  Fayth  &c. 

May  it  please  your  Most  Excellent  Maties,  we  your  duti- 
full  & loyall  subjects  of  your  Collony  of  Conecticut  haveing 
heard  of  your  great  care  of  your  good  subjects  in  New 
England  & the  severall  Provinces  thereof,  with  the  good  store 
of  ammunition  & ships  of  war  sent  into  the  Province  of  the 
Massachusets  by  his  Excelency  Sr  Wm  Phips  your  Maties 
captain  generall  of  the  Massachusets  for  the  defence  of  these 
your  Maties  teritories  (which  we  acknowledg  with  all  thanke- 
fullnesse)  & allso  of  his  lieutenancy  over  this  Colony  of 
Conecticut  & others  in  New  England,  which  hath  caused  us 
humbly  to  present  to  your  Maties  wisdome  that  the  great  dis- 
tance between  the  seats  of  goverment,  viz.  more  than  one 
hundred  & twenty  miles  from  Boston,  & more  from  New 
York,  the  suddaine  alarums  in  this  time  of  danger  from  an 
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enemie  which  we  canot  but  expect,  with  other  unexpected 
emergencies  that  dayly  may  happen,  with  other  reasons  given 
in  or  former  addresses  to  your  Maties  hath  moved  us  humbly 
to  prostrate  ourselves  at  your  Maties  feet  beseeching  that  out 
of  your  princely  grace  & wisdome  you  would  grant  us  the 
shines  of  your  favour  in  continueing  us  under  your  protec- 
tion & grantin  us  to  continue  in  the  injoyment  & full  exercise 
of  all  those  priviledges  were  granted  to  us  by  his  late  Matie 
Charles  the  2d  of  happy  memorie,  in  his  royall  charter  to  this 
Colony  which  will  put  us  in  a good  capacity  to  improve  our 
utmost  abillities  one  & all  to  make  this  your  Colony  pros- 
perous, & to  assist  your  Maties  good  subjects  our  neighboures 
round  us  sinceerly  according  to  our  abillity  to  appose  all  your 
Maties  enemies  & our  owne,  & for  your  Maties  we  shall  ever 
pray  the  God  of  all  grace  to  blesse  your  Maties  royall  persons 
& make  your  throne  more  glorious,  peacefull  & dureable  then 
any  of  your  royall  ancestors.  We  are  your  Maties  humble, 
loyall  & dutifull  subjects  the  Governor  & Generali  Court  of 
Conecticutt 

^ their  order  signed 

Hartford  Octobr  13.  1692.  ^ John  Allyn  Secry. 

The  above  is  a true  coppy  Sept  29*  1693. 

John  Allyn  Secry. 


THE  GOVERNOR  AND  COUNCIL 
TO  JAMES  PORTER.1 

Hartford  in  New  England  Novembr  25th  1692. 
Mr  James  Porter.  Sr  your  former  kindness  & fidelity  to  us 
of  this  Colony  we  have  had  such  experience  of  as  does 
greatly  oblige  our  grattitude  to  you  and  imboldens  us  to  cast 
one  more  of  our  emergencies  on  you.  Breifly  (by  what 
ocasion  wee  know  not  wel)  the  government  of  our  militia  by 
their  Majesties’  comission  to  his  Excie  Sr  Wm  Phipps  is  put 
into  his  hands,  which  on  many  considerations  is  greivous  unto 


1 Draught  by  William  Pitkin. 
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us,  & we  would  gladly  it  might  remain  with  us  as  graunted 
in  our  charter.  Our  Gen.  Court  therfore  have  drawn  thair 
Petition  & Adress  to  that  end  to  their  Majesties,  which  that 
it  might  come  into  thair  hands  we  have  no  better  meanes  then 
to  send  it  you  with  our  request  to  use  your  indeavor  that  it 
be  delivered  & presented  to  thair  Majties  with  al  speed,  where 
we  must  leave  it,  that  matter  & ourselves  under  God  to  thair 
gracious  disposal.  We  request  a few  lines  from  you  of  what 
you  do  therein  & shal  remain  as  alwayes,  yor  obliged  freinds 
& servants,  the  Govr  & Councill  of  Conecticut 

^ their  order  signed  John  Aeeyn  Secry. 
[Superscribed]  For  Mr  James  Porter,  Merchant  at  his  house 
in  London. 


THE  GOVERNOR  AND  COUNCIL 
TO  ROBERT  FAIRFAX.1 

Hartford  in  New  Engld  Novembr  25  th  1692. 

Capt.  Fairfax. 

Much  honrd  Sr.  Though  we  are  strangers  to  you  & have 
none  of  the  intimacyes  that  might  oblige  your  kindness  for 
us,  yet  such  is  the  good  carracter  of  your  generous  spirit 
which  we  have,  that  we  are  in  som  more  then  ordinary  con- 
fidence in  succeeding  with  you  in  our  request,  which  is  that 
you  will  please  to  accept  a smal  present  from  us  of  five 
pounds  by  the  bearer  Capt.  Wm  Whiteing,  & therewith  an 
Adress  to  thair  Majesties,  wch  if  it  please  God  you  come  to 
Whitehall  we  pray  you  to  present  with  our  humble  subjec- 
tion to  thair  gracious  Majesties,  praying  only  thair  pleasure 
therein.  This  matter  as  we  are  satisfied  you  will  on  your 
arival  there  have  a ful  oppertunity  for,  so  as  it  needs  not  be 


1 Draught  by  William  Pitkin 

Robert  Fairfax,  later  a Rear  Admiral  in  the  British  Navy,  was 
placed  in  command  of  the  “Conception”  on  November  15,  1690,  and  for 
two  years  was  stationed  at  Boston  cruising  against  French  privateers. 
In  June  1693  he  was  placed  in  command  of  the  “Pembroke”  of  60  guns 
and  returned  to  England  in  her.  [Ed.] 
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known  & we  desire  it  may  not  in  New  England,  so  if  it  were 
it  needs  not,  nor  wil  not,  disoblige  his  Excie  Sr  Wm  Phipps  or 
any  gent,  in  Boston,  whose  ingenuity  cannot  consist  with  any 
desire  or  indeavor  to  obstruct  our  access  to  thair  Majesties. 
We  should  take  it  as  an  addition  to  your  favor  if  you  wil 
please  by  two  lines  to  signify  your  acceptance  of  our  request. 
Valiant  Sr,  we  are  & shal  remain 
Yor  humble  servants  the  Govr  & Councill  of  Conecticut 
their  order  signed  John  Aeeyn  Secry. 
[Superscribed]  These  for  Capt.  Fayreeax,  Comander  of  one 
of  his  Maties  friggotts  in  Boston  this  dd. 


THE  GOVERNOR  AND  COUNCIL 
TO  WILLIAM  WHITING.1 

Hartford  Nov  25  th  1692 

Capt.  Whiteing.  Our  desire  & order  is,  that  you  go  to 
Boston  with  al  speed,  & that  you  go  to  Capt.  Fairfax,  Capt. 
of  the  friggot  now  bound  for  London,  & with  our  service 
present  our  letter  to  him  directed,  & if  he  give  no  repulss  to 
it  that  is  vehement,  that  you  also  present  him  with  five 
pounds  in  mony  & the  Adres  sealed  for  thair  Majesties  & 
pray  his  care  in  that  matter  & that  it  may  not  be  opened  in 
New  England  by  any  meanes,  & let  him  understand  that  we 
give  him  no  further  trouble  then  the  presenting  it  to  thair 
Majesties  or  to  put  it  in  the  best  way  he  can  that  it  may  come 
to  them  if  he  can  by  no  meanes  do  it  himself,  & what  in  dis- 
courss  you  can  oblige  him  to  do  it,  & if  he  will  write  anything 
to  us  pray  bring  it.  If  you  judg  it  necessary  to  use  the  media- 
tion of  any  freinds  to  prevail  with  him  you  must  do  it,  but 
it  were  best  for  the  secrecy  of  it  to  avoid  that  if  possible. 

If  you  cannot  succeed  in  that  matter,  then  you  are  care- 
fully to  send  away  the  letter  directed  to  Mr  James  Porter,  in 
which  is  another  coppie  of  our  adress  & bring  us  again  the 
adress  to  go  by  Capb  Fairfax,  for  they  must  not  both  go,  if 


1 Draught  by  William  Pitkin. 
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therfore  Cap1.  Fairfax  take  that  sent  him,  bring  back  that 
directed  to  Mr  Porter,  & be  as  private  as  you  may  in  the 
whole.  The  good  Lord  give  you  good  successe  & a safe  return 
order  signed  ^ John  Aixyn  Secretry 

KING  WILLIAM  III  TO  THE  COLONY 
OF  CONNECTICUT. 

WlUJAM  R. 

Trusty  & welbeloved  we  greet  you  well.  Whereas  it 
has  been  represented  unto  us  in  Councill  in  behalf  of  our 
Province  of  New  York  in  America,  that  the  same  having  been 
at  great  expence  for  the  preservation  & defence  of  Albany  its 
frontiers  against  the  French,  by  the  loss  of  which  Province 
the  inhabitants  of  Maryland  & Virginia  would  not  be  able  to 
live  but  in  garrison,  & having  hitherto  preserved  that  post, 
the  burthen  thereby  is  now  intolerable  to  the  inhabitants  there, 
we  think  reasonable  & necessary  that  our  severall  Colonies  & 
Provinces  of  New  England,  Virginia,  Maryland  & Pensil- 
vania,  should  be  aiding  & assisting  from  time  to  time  to  the 
Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief  of  our  said  Province  of 
New  York  in  the  maintenance  & defence  of  it  during  the 
present  war  & accordingly  our  will  & pleasure  is,  that  upon 
application  of  the  said  Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief,  you 
do  immediately  send  him  such  aid  & assistance  in  men  or 
money  for  the  security  of  our  said  Province  from  the 
attempts  of  the  French  or  Indians,  as  the  condition  of  the 
Plantation  or  Colony  under  your  government  shall  permitt. 
And  our  further  will  & pleasure  is,  that  as  soon  as  con- 
veniently may  be,  you  agree  with  the  Governors  of  New 
England,  Virginia,  Maryland  & Pensilvania,  unto  whom  we 
have  sent  the  like  direct118  upon  a quotta  of  men  or  other 
assistance  to  be  given  by  each  Colony  or  Province  for  the 
defence  of  New  York  as  occasion  may  require  the  same,  and 
that  you  return  a speedy  account  of  your  proceedings  herein, 
to  the  end  such  further  directions  may  be  given  as  shall  be 
necessary  for  securing  the  fort  of  Albany  & the  Province  of 
New  York  from  the  attempts  of  our  enemies  in  those  parts. 
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And  so  we  bid  you  farewell.  Given  att  our  Court  at  White- 
hall the  third  day  of  March  1692/3,  in  the  fifth  year  of  our 
reign. 

By  his  Majesties  command. 

Nottingham. 

To  such  as  for  the  time  being  take  care  for  preserving 
the  peace  and  administring  the  laws  in  our  Colony  of 
Conecticut  in  our  Territory  and  Dominion  of  New 
England  in  America. 


THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  TO 
FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP. 

Instructions  for  the  Honble  Major  Generali  Fitz  John 
Winthrop  Esqr  from  the  Governor  & Generali  Assembly 
of  their  Maties  Colony  of  Conecticutt  in  New  England. 

Honhle  Sr. 

1st.  Be  pleased  to  take  notice  of  the  commission  you  have 
from  us  & our  addresse  & petition  to  their  Maties  our 
Soveraigne  Lord  & Lady  King  Wm  & Queen  Mary  in  the 
generall  scope  & purport  of  them,  which  is  to  retaine  our 
charter  privileges,  & in  speciall  the  use  of  the  millitia  to 
avoyde  trouble  from  male  contents  at  home  & the  over  rule- 
ings  of  strangers  abroad,  by  obteyning  their  Maties  confirma- 
tion of  it  or  what  other  countenance  they  shall  please  to  give 
us  in  these  respects. 

2dly.  You  are  to  remember  we  have  layd  into  our  Treasurers 
hands  a supply  of  money  for  your  honors  service  in  this 
affayre,  which  please  to  draw  out  as  you  see  cause  & have 
occassion,  onely  we  advise  not  to  transport  any  considerable 
summs  but  to  remitt  it  to  England  by  bills  of  exchange  as 
you  please. 

3dly.  We  intreat  & advise  that  you  take  the  soonest  & safest 
opportunety  to  transporte  yourself  to  London,  & that  you  be 
in  all  respects  accomodated  according  to  your  quality  & busi- 
nesse  soe  far  as  our  poore  abillity  will  admitt. 
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4thly.  That  you  take  with  you  besides  our  addresse,  your 
commission  & these  instructions  & such  other  bookes  & papers 
as  the  Governor  & Councill  may  give  you  or  your  self  foresee 
may  be  usefull  in  your  negotiation,  perticularly  a coppy  of 
our  charter,  one  of  our  law  bookes  printed  & manuscript,  to 
represent  the  constitution  of  the  militia  & other  our  concerns, 
& a narrative  of  the  fidelity  we  have  used  in  the  warrs  from 
first  to  last,  to  sattisfy  their  Maties  that  we  have  given  good 
proofe  of  our  industry  in  that  poynt  in  speciall. 

5thly.  That  when  it  shall  please  God  you  come  to  London 
(which  he  in  mercy  grant  you  may)  you  apply  to  such  per- 
sons for  your  advice  & assistance  as  you  may  conceive  best 
aydeing  to  your  purpose,  grattyfying  their  paines  with  just 
acknowledgments  & rewardes. 

6thly.  That  you  indeavour  as  speedy  an  admission  into  their 
Maties  or  Councell’s  audiences  as  may  be,  first  informeing 
yourselfe  whither  any  new  occurrences  have  happened  respect- 
ing us. 

7thly  \ye  know  you  canot  forget  or  be  unacquainted  with 
the  various  designments  from  & for  both  Yorke  & Boston, 
which  you  are  to  have  an  ey  upon  as  they  may  influence  upon 
us,  & use  & avoyde  them  as  is  most  conducive  to  your  owne 
businesse 

8thly  You  will  doe  well  to  observe  what  is  most  gratefull 
& passant  at  court  & cast  your  application  into  the  mould  of 
it,  to  render  it  most  acceptable,  speedy  & successful!. 

9thly.  That  you  indeavoure  to  make  what  just  interest  you 
may  with  persons  that  may  help  forward  your  purposes. 

10thly.  That  on  your  audience  (if  God  shall  grant  it)  you 
give  a more  dilated  demonstration  of  the  cheife  things  in  the 
addresse,  either  oraly  or  by  writeing  or  both,  as  you  see  best, 
& especially  that  you  labour  to  sattisfy  their  Maties  that  our 
condition  & useage  is  such  that  we  cannot  be  in  any  other 
figure  without  generall  discouragement  & what  is  next  to 
ruein  unto  us,  the  demonstration  of  which  may  much  avayle, 
& that  there  is  & hath  been  a generall  satisfaction  amongst 
their  subjects  here  in  the  forme  of  goverment  by  the  charter, 
& a serviceablenesse  resulting  from  it  which  will  be  greatly 
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hazarded  if  not  lost  if  alterations  of  such  a nature  as  we 
would  prevent  should  be.  We  suppose  the  sattisfyeing  the 
subjects  of  their  Maties  in  things  not  unjust  nor  detrimentall 
to  their  Maties  interest  will  weigh  much  in  the  issueing  it,  & 
among  other  demonstrations  you  may  make  of  the  acquies- 
sence  of  the  people  in  theire  present  setlement  you  may 
aledge  that  of  about  three  thousand  men  in  the  Colony  about 
two  thousand  two  hundred  perticulerly  appeared  to  make  this 
addresse  & most  of  the  rest  concluded  to  agree  though  by 
private  occasions  not  at  their  respective  towne  meetings. 
2 The  knowne  generall  voyce  for  it  at  the  revolution  when 
Sr  Edmond  Andross  was  at  Boston.  3,  Their  quiet  under  it 
ever  since.  3,  The  pawcity  of  male  contents,  & among  them 
few,  how  few,  of  value  for  any  good  qualifications,  so  that 
were  it  not  for  three  or  fower  persons  there  is  no  appearance 
of  any  considerable,  & that  these  appeare  possibly  in  the 
magnifyeing  glass  of  some  neighbours  representations  in 
England  for  greater  than  they  are. 

llthly.  You  must  informe  their  Maties  of  the  state  of  the 
millitia  here,  that  it  is  far  different  from  what  it  is  in 
England,  namely  that  all  male  persons  from  sixteen  to  sixty 
yeares  of  age  are  souldiers,  & so  necessitated  to  be  from  the 
scatter ednesse  of  the  countrey  fewnes  of  us  all  & dangers 
from  enemies,  so  that  to  order  the  millitia  here  to  the 
governor  of  another  Province  is  to  deliver  us  up  to  our  per- 
sons intire  to  such  other  governor.  None  save  magistrates, 
ministers,  physitians,  millers  & impotent  persons  will  be  left, 
& this  we  conceive  may  avayle  much  for  the  continuance  of 
the  militia  as  it  is  & hath  been,  & the  great  wages  we  pay 
souldiers  thirteen  shilling  a weeke  in  dyet  & wages  to  a privat 
sentinell. 

12thly.  You  may  see  cause  to  acquaint  their  Maties  of  the 
great  distance  we  are  at  from  Boston  & Yorke,  & the  neces- 
sary inconveniencies  resulting  therefrom  if  the  rule  of  the 
militia  be  in  other  hands  then  some  of  their  subjects  here 
resideing. 

13thly.  The  necessary  dependance  of  the  civill  goverment  on 
the  power  of  the  millitia  in  this  far  distant  country,  so  that 
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it  will  hardly  be  executeable  here,  or  at  the  best  be  very 
despicable  & consequently  rendered  difficult  to  discouragement. 
14thly.  'phg  difficulty  of  capitulateing  & setling  any  articles 
or  tearmes  for  the  use  of  the  militia  for  the  defence  of  the 
Colony,  support  or  executing  the  civill  part  of  the  goverment, 
with  the  Governour  of  another  jurisdiction  in  which  we  are 
or  may  be  subject  to  be  overruled  on  all  occasions. 

I5thly.  You  may  urge  as  farr  as  is  fitting  anything  you  may 
be  advised  of  as  our  right  in  law  to  the  use  under  their  Maties 
of  their  militia  here,  so  that  if  justice  or  prudence  both  or 
either  may  hold  it  to  us  we  may  retaine  it,  since  we  look  on 
ourselves  as  next  to  undone  if  we  have  it  not. 

17thly.  If  you  be  interogated  why  we  comply ed  not  with  Sr 
Wm  Phips  his  leiutenancy,  you  may  reply  that  he  never  came 
on  the  place  nor  acted  on  it  farther  then  to  give  a coppy  of 
his  commission  & to  inquire  who  were  our  officers  in  com- 
mission, & that  we  haveing  a commission  (so  to  call  our 
charter)  could  not  but  judg  it  our  duty  to  wave  it  at  least  till 
we  had  bene  heard  in  the  matter  before  their  Maties  whose 
justice  & clemency  we  know  to  be  so  great,  especially  since 
no  order  to  us  came  from  theire  Maties  about  it 
18thly.  You  are  to  assure  their  Maties  that  the  militia  here 
is  & shall  (with  all  the  prudence  & faythfullnesse  God  shall 
give  us)  be  improved  to  theire  Maties  best  interest,  & that 
we  have  ayded  & shall  ayde  to  our  abillity  our  neighboures  at 
Boston  & Yorke  with  the  same. 

19thly.  you  may  give  an  accompt  of  our  ayde  lent  to  Albany 
when  yourself e was  there,  which  was  a juncture  that  required 
the  secureing  the  Five  Nations  of  Indians  & keeping  the 
French  at  least  at  home,  & when  that  goverment  was  so 
dissetled  that  then  there  fore  secureing  theire  Maties  interest 
we  voluntarily  spent  above  two  thousand  pownds,  & lost 
severall  men,  besides  Captn  Bull’s  expedition  who  garrisoned 
there  at  Albany  when  Senecktaga  was  surprized. 

20thly.  You  are  to  informe  that  our  scituation  is  such  that 
the  townes  up  the  river  are  ours  & a great  part  of  New 
England’s  fronteer  & an  ordinary  way  of  the  Maquaes  return 
from  Canada,  & where  from  Canada  divers  incurssions  have 
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been  made  & are  continualy  feared,  which  we  are  continually 
put  upon  guarding  & releiving,  for  which  reason  the  less  is  to 
be  expected  to  be  done  by  us  elswhere. 

21st.  Allso  our  continuall  danger  by  the  sea  coast  where  are 
but  few  men  for  so  long  a shoare. 

22d.  If  on  advice  you  finde  our  addresse  & petition  to  theire 
Maties  not  so  advantagiously  drawne  as  may  be,  you  may 
draw  another,  keeping  the  same  generall  purport  with  that, 
& signe  & present  & manage  it  in  our  behalf e,  according  to 
these  our  instructions. 

23d.  You  may  opportunely  mix  & hint  in  your  discourses  the 
hard  adventures  of  our  predecessors  & selves,  our  full  estab- 
lishment, our  unchargeableness  to  the  crowne,  our  peaceabl- 
ness  with  our  neighboures,  with  what  other  good  carracter 
your  Honour  can  truely  & modestly  make  us  on  this  occassion 
so  necessarily  requireing  it,  & that  the  sence  & dependance  of 
theire  Maties  subjects  is  that  they  shall  not  now  at  last  be 
frustrate  of  the  ends  of  so  good  & chargeable  & extreemly 
laborious  a setlement  as  they  are  now  arrived  at. 

Many  other  things  may  occurre  as  necessary  in  this 
transaction,  which  we  generally  leave,  as  we  doe  those  in- 
structions to  your  Honour’s  prudence  & that  of  the  gentlemen 
with  whome  you  shall  have  occassion  to  consult  herein. 

And  we  pray  your  Honour  to  use  all  opportuneties  for 
a good  & speedy  issue  & that  in  the  interim  you  give  us  by  all 
seasonable  occasions  of  convayance  an  accompt  of  your  trans- 
actions, & our  prayers  shall  waite  on  the  throne  of  grace  for 
your  conduct  & a blessing  in  a happy  resolution  of  these 
matters  & your  Honours  safe  & happy  return.  Sr  we  are 
your  Honors  friends  & humble  servants 

Robert  Treat  Governour. 

Hartford  Sept.  1,  1693 

<($  order  of  the  Generall  Court  Sept  2,  1693 
Signed  John  Allyn  Secry. 

The  16th  Article  being  slipt  is  here  incerted. 

16th.  You  may  represent  to  their  Maties  that  we  have  no 
temptation  to  hold  the  use  of  the  militia  from  any  sinister 
ends,  as  prof  fit  &c.,  but  meerly  for  our  safety  & peace  &c. 
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THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  TO  FITZ  JOHN 
WINTHROP.1 

Copy  of  General  Winthrop’s  Commission. 

Wee,  the  Governour  & Gen11  Assembley  of  their  Majesties 
Colony  of  Connecticut  in  New-England,  haveing  special  oca- 
sion  to  make  our  humble  Adress  & Petition  to  our  Soveraign 
Lord  & Lady  King  William  & Queen  Mary,  whom  God 
Almighty  preserve  & bless,  with  reference  to  our  Charter 
Priviledges  in  general  & more  especialy  with  refference  to  the 
militia  of  this  Colony,  & haveing  concluded  uppon  the  said 
adress  & petition : Reposeing  special  trust  & confidence  in  the 
wisdom  & prudence  of  you  Major  Gen11  Fitz  John  Winthrop 
Esqr,  have  nominated,  chosen,  desired,  comissionated  & irn- 
powered,  & do  hereby  fully  & cleerly  nominate,  choose,  desire, 
comissionate  & impower  you  the  aforenamed  Fitz  John 
Winthrop  Esqr,  for  us  & in  our  behalf,  personaly  to  appear 
before  our  said  Soveraign  Lord  & Lady  the  King  & Queen’s 
Majties,  or  such  other  as  under  them  may  take  cognizance  of 
our  said  affair,  & unto  them  to  present  our  said  humble  adress 
& petition,  & before  them  to  transact  what  you  have  from  us 
in  instruction  relateing  to  the  said  affair  or  whatever  elce  may 
seem  to  you  or  your  counselours  rtasonably  conduceing  to  the 
ends  of  the  said  adress  & petition;  & if  by  the  providence  of 
Almighty  God  you  are  hindred  from  makeing  your  personal 
appearance,  then  to  appoint  & impower  such  other  person  or 
persons  in  your  stead  as  may  to  you  seem  reasonable,  & by 
al  due  endeavors  obtein  their  Majties  gracious  approbation  of 
our  goverment  as  established  by  charter  & especialy  that  the 
command  of  the  militia  here  be  not  altered  from  us  to  per- 
sons of  other  Provinces,  but  continued  with  us  as  hitherto  it 
hath  been;  & to  that  end  to  answer  & reply  to  whatsoever 
may  be  objected  against  the  same,  & to  act  & do  in  al  things 
lawful  in  the  premised  matters  whatsoever  shal  prove  reason- 
ably necessary,  wch  we  will  accordingly  hold  for  good.  Dated 
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in  Hartford  in  New  England  the  2d  day  of  Sept.  Anno  Dom. 
1693,  and  in  the  5th  yeare  of  their  Majties  reign,  & given 
under  the  seal  of  their  Majties  Colony  of  Connecticut,  and 
signed  by 

Rob.  Treats  Govr. 

By  order  of  the  Generali  Court 

signed  ^ John  Attyn  Secry 


FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP  TO  THE  GOVERNOR 
AND  COUNCIL. 

Honble  Sr.  At  my  coming  to  this  towne,  from  Hartford,  I 
was  soe  hapy  to  meete  my  brother,  just  then  come  in  from 
Bristoll;  to  whome  I delivered  the  substance  of  the  letter 
from  the  Secretary.  He  will  give  yo*  Honr  his  opinion  of 
the  perticulers  mentioned  therein.  It  is  not  fit  I should  make 
excuses  to  put  off  the  countryes  comands  upon  me,  nor  will 
I decline  any  occation  to  serve  them;  yet  I must  insinuate  to 
yor  Honr  that  I forese  many  difficultyes  in  my  first  entring 
upon  that  affaire,  & I know  yor  Honr  & the  Councill  are 
allsoe  very  sensible  thereof,  & that  it  will  be  in  vaine  to  strive 
against  such  intrest  as  has  already  made  a breach  upon  yor 
priviliges,  without  such  meanes  as  may  procure  freinds  for 
yor  releife,  & it  is  concluded  by  very  knowing  prsons  in  those 
affaires,  that  the  sum  proposed  will  not  attaine  the  end.  It  is 
noe  ill  husbandry  to  have  a sufficient  stock  by  ready  in  such 
safe  hands  as  you  shall  think  fit  to  be  drawne  out  upon 
urgent  necessity:  but  if  the  business  should  be  demurred  & 
goe  on  coldly  for  want  of  supplyes,  it  would  endanger  the 
succes  of  the  designe,  noething  being  more  probable  in  my 
opinion  to  attaine  yor  desires  then  a spedy  & effectuall  apli- 
cation,  when  a slow  proceding  for  want  of  mony  may  frus- 
trate the  best  indevours ; but  I hope  I need  not  pres  yor  Honr 
& Councill  for  any  thing  needfull  for  the  prosecution  of  this 
affaire,  beleiveing  every  one  is  solicitous  about  it,  & that  all 
comissions  & instructions  & what  elce  may  be  needfull,  will 
be  finished  soe  as  may  be  honbl  for  yor  selves  & safe  to 
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inable  me  for  yor  service.  My  letters  from  a good  hand 
assure  me  that  the  mast  ships  & others  from  Boston  will  saile 
about  3 weekes  hence,  soe  that  all  things  must  be  ready.  I 
have  now  onely  to  add  my  humble  service  to  yor  Honr  & the 
gentm  of  the  Councell  & that  I am,  Yor  Honrs  humble  send 
New  Lond.  J.  Winthrop 

Sept  13th  1693 

The  post  just  now  from  Boston  brought  me  the  enclosed 
newes  wch  I thought  might  be  acceptable  to  yor  Honr  & ye 
gentm. 

[Superscribed]  For  the  Honble  the  Govr  & Councell  of  their 
Maties  Collony  of  Conecticot  at  Hartford. 


FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP  TO  JOHN  ALLYN. 

Deare  Sr.  I was  not  onely  unhapy  to  part  from  you  on 
Monday,  but  was  cruelly  treated  on  Tuesday,  it  being  the 
most  rany  day  that  I have  knowne,  & have  hardly  yet 
recovered  it. 

I have  herewith  wrot  a few  lines  to  the  Govr  & Councill. 
I desire  yor  oversight  of  everything  of  moment  that  when  it 
comes  to  busines  I may  not  want  tooles,  & such  as  may 
answer  the  end.  Many  things  fit  to  be  intimated  at  court 
were  in  yor  thoughts  the  other  day,  & hope  you  give  me  memd 
about  them;  Among  others  the  opinion  of  the  Attor7  Gen11 
may  be  usefull. 

Mr  Davenport  is  just  goeing  & soe  must  leave  all  things 
to  yor  spedy  consideration  & issue,  wch  with  my  deare  affec- 
tions to  Mrs  Allyn  & all  yors,  Mr  Woodbridg,  Mr  Watson  & 
Cap1  Nicolls,  is  all  at  prsent  from  Yor  affectionate  send 
New  Fond.  J.  Winthrop. 

Sep1  13th  1693. 

Pray  send  me  ye  copy  of  ye  record  of  ye  Gen1  Court 
about  my  proceeding  at  the  Woodcreke;  attested. 

For  yorself. 
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NARRATIVE  OF  THE  SERVICE  OF  CONNECTICUT 
IN  THE  INDIAN  WARS. 

A breife  Naratiue  of  the  seruiceablenes  of  Conecticutt 

Colony  in  Warr  to  euidence  theire  fidellity  in  that  matter. 

We  should  be  uery  vaine  & foolish  to  rehearse  these 
things  if  we  were  not  constrayned  to  it  by  the  misrepresent- 
ings  of  us  to  their  Maties  by  some,  the  effects  whereof  we 
haue  fownd  in  the  endauoures  to  take  the  Millitia  out  of  our 
hands.  Let  another  man  prayse  the  & not  thy  own  lips  is  a 
generall  rule  yet  hath  exceptions,  we  find  Paul  put  upon  it  to 
boast  himselfe  a litle  & therfore  on  this  occasion  let  our  folly 
be  born  withall. 

Had  we  an  Homers  pen  possibly  our  litle  actions  might 
sownd  lowd  & farr  but  in  few  words  of  truth  & sobernes  we 
say, 

That  the  first  action  between  the  English  & natiues  in 
New  England  that  deserues  the  name  of  warr  was  performed 
by  this  Colony  & it  was  a signall  owning  of  them  by  the 
Lord  of  hoasts  when  in  their  first  setlement  about  the  yeare 
1637,  those  Annakims  of  the  land  the  Pequits  whoe  for  ages 
had  been  the  terrour  of  all  the  Indian  nations  began  theire 
barbarisms  murthering  sundry  English  in  this  Colony.  It 
pleased  God  to  stir  up  the  courage  & justice  of  this  people 
to  reueng  & vindicate  that  injury  for  Captain  Mason  of  per- 
petuall  fame  for  it  with  such  force  as  their  fewnes  would 
then  afoarde  being  but  about  seuenty  or  eighty  men  with  an 
equall  mixture  of  prudence  vallour  & fidelity  tooke  those  Nim- 
rods  by  the  throat  attacquing  one  of  their  fortes  & destroying 
them  utterly  put  the  rest  to  flight  & so  persued  them  that  he 
desolated  that  nation  reseruing  onely  some  fewe  as  objects  of 
pitty  to  euidence  that  clemency  had  its  place  in  protestants 
hearts  as  well  as  justice. 

If  the  circumstances  of  this  action  were  well  pondered  it 
may  seem  as  great  as  all  that  euer  was  done  since  in  the 
kinde,  for  first  this  was  when  the  English  were  very  few  & 
that  specimen  of  English  policy  & resolution  gaue  the  natiues 
to  judg  that  it  would  augment  with  their  numbers  & oh  that 
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we  had  done  so.  2dly.  This  nation  was  very  numerous  & 
the  head  kingdom  so  that  their  vanquishing  was  in  effect  the 
subdueing  of  the  whole.  3,  Conecticut  forces  run  as  great  a 
hazard  as  was  possible  for  had  .they  not  been  couragious  & 
so  succesfull,  all  the  English  in  this  Colony  had  been  in 
reason  a uery  easy  pray  to  those  enemies.  4.  The  teror  of 
this  action  so  seized  all  the  natiues  that  for  near  forty  yeares 
after  all  New  England  was  in  peace  & it  was  in  our  ani- 
uersary  thankesgiuings  alwayes  celebrated  to  the  prayse  of 
our  gracious  God  especially  by  that  eminent  diuine  Mr  Samuel 
Stone  who  went  chaplaine  to  that  small  army  & whose  fayth 
& prayers  helped  forward  that  happy  victory  in  which  we 
were  used  as  instruments  in  Gods  hands. 

About  some  yeares  after  the  Narrowgancets  swelling 
with  pride  began  to  be  injurious  & to  menace  war  & were  so 
unreasonable  in  their  proposalls  that  Capt.  Mason  was  armed 
a 2d  time  & with  men  from  this  Colony  was  on  his  march 
against  that  nation  but  the  dread  of  the  Pequots  ruin  lay  so 
close  & fast  in  the  Narrogancets  hearts  that  though  to  ad- 
uantage  their  capitulations  they  of  so  long  that 

Captn  Mason  had  orders  to  fall  on  them  yet  they  yeilded  & 
got  contrary  orders  & so  speeded  them  to  Captn  Mason  that 
they  did  but  by  a fewe  houres  saue  themselues  from  a 2d 
proofe  of  Conecticutt  sword,  & this  victory  we  were  blessed 
with  without  the  effusion  of  blood. 

Till  the  year  1675  we  had  rest  then  it  was  that  Phillip 
& his  Wamponoages  brake  out  into  warr  against  the  English 
the  history  of  which  being  printed  we  need  say  the  lesse  but 
as  to  our  perticular  seruice  if  any  will  be  so  kind  as  to  extract 
it  they  will  find  we  did  at  least  our  share  in  it. 

In  the  Articles  of  Confederation  the  Massachusets  were 
not  brought  to  proportion  by  men  & estates  with  us  & Pli- 
mouth  but  we  allwayes  complayned  of  their e imposeing  more 
on  vs  then  was  meete  & in  euery  expedition  they  held  us  to 
the  full  of  those  articles  wherein  undeniable  argument  ariseth 
that  we  haue  done  something  more  then  we  can  own  to  haue 
been  our  duty  compared  with  them : But  waueing  that  we 
shall  speake  to  som  perticulars  of  ours  in  this  warr. 
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1st  When  Phillip  & his  accomplices  had  raged  a few 
weeks  about  his  owne  country  we  sent  Owanecoe  with  his  men 
who  gaue  the  enemie  a considerable  disrest. 

2dly.  We  sent  that  worthy  person  Major  Wayte  Win- 
throp  to  the  Narrogancets  who  engaged  them  & they  gaue 
hostages  whoe  were  a while  staued  off  from  hurting  us  therby 
though  afterwards  they  proued  perfidious 

3.  When  that  horrid  depradation  was  at  Quabaug 
though  valiant  Mr  Willard  with  forty  men  first  releiued  them 
yet  Conecticutt  soon  seconded  him  & pursued  the  enemie  till 
they  draue  them  far  away  northwards  with  great  hazard. 
4thly.  In  that  signall  seruice  of  the  Forte  Fight  in  Narro- 
gancet  as  we  had  our  full  number  in  proportion  with  the 
other  confederates  ours  being  between  three  & four  hundred 
men  so  all  say  they  did  their  full  proportion  of  seruice  their 
noble  sould  Seely  couragious  Marshall  & bould  Gallop  dyed 
in  the  bedd  of  honour  & valiant  Mason  a fowrth  captain  had 
his  deaths  wound  there  expired  many  braue  officers  & senti- 
nells  whose  memory  is  blessed  & whose  death  redeemed  our 
hues  The  bitter  cold  the  tarled  swamp  the  tedious  march  the 
strong  forte  the  numerous  & stubborn  enemie  they  con- 
tended with  for  theire  God  King  & countrey  &c.  be  their 
trophies  ouer  death,  He  that  commanded  our  forces  then  & 
now  us  made  no  lesse  then  17  fayr  shotts  at  the  enemie  & 
was  therby  as  oft  a fayre  marke  for  them  his  modesty  would 
say  no  more  of  it  our  mourners  ouer  all  the  Colony  witnesse 
for  our  men  that  they  were  not  unfaythfull  in  that  day  & 
this  blow  was  such  to  the  enemie  that  neuer  since  would  they 
trust  to  an  Indian  cittidall. 

5thly.  After  a small  recruit  we  were  with  our  confeder- 
ates in  all  about  fifteen  hundred  persuing  our  enemies  so  long 
& in  such  extremity  that  it  got  & still  keeps  the  names  of  The 
long  march  The  hungry  march  this  droue  the  enemie  to  great 
extremity  of  famine. 

6tly.  When  the  seat  of  the  war  was  up  Conecticutt  riuer 
we  brought  of  in  great  danger  the  people  of  Northfield. 

7thly.  With  as  much  danger  & celerity  releiued  Captn 
Mosely  & his  men  ready  to  be  swallowed  up  with  innumer- 
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able  enemies  & actually  ingaged  & secured  Dearfeild. 

8thly.  Saued  North  Hampton  when  desperatly  attacqued. 

9thly.  Did  the  same  for  Hadley. 

lOthly.  Releiued  Springfield  in  the  same  danger. 

llthly.  We  had  an  army  of  ours  peculyarly  under  Major 
Treat  & after  under  Major  Tallcott  who  gaue  many  chases 
to  the  enemie  & with  good  successe  which  contayned  many 
seuerall  actions  the  issue  was  it  remoued  the  seat  of  warr 
from  thence  & scattered  the  enemie. 

12thly.  Our  men  made  many  assaults  from  New  Lon- 
don Stoneington  Norwich  & other  neighbouring  places  on 
the  enemy  when  they  were  returned  into  the  Narrowgancet 
country  & with  good  success  it  is  too  much  too  relate  the 
seueralls,  we  will  noat  on  it  onely,  1,  That  a worthy  gentn  of 
Cambridge  writeing  to  a freind  here  his  remarks  of  dismall 
asspects  of  the  war  at  that  time  sayth  to  this  purpose  We 
haue  litle  glimrings  of  hope  saue  only  the  dilligence  & suc- 
cesse of  Conecticutt  men  from  New  London  county  &c. 
2dly.  Here  it  was  our  men  took  & after  slew  the  great 
sachem  Nanantenoe  which  proued  a terible  discouragement  to 
the  enemie. 

13thly.  Our  army  had  a long  & hard  march  into  Phillips 
country  where  they  soe  distressed  Phillip  that  his  men  & him- 
self e soon  became  an  easy  pray  to  Captn  Church  & others,  & 
ours  missed  but  a litle  of  the  honour  of  bringing  home  Phillips 
head.  But  though  we  were  the  Barack  yet  there  was  a Jaell 
to  whome  that  prize  was  giuen. 

14.  Our  men  foraged  the  Nipmug  country  spoyleing  the 
Indians  corne. 

15.  When  the  last  of  the  enemy  fled  westwards  our  men 
chased  them  to  Owsatannuck  riuer  where  they  slue  the  Qua- 
bauge  sachem  & many  others  of  the  enemie.  The  Massa- 
chusets  & Plimoth  are  not  detracted  from  in  these  things  they 
did  worthily  & we  will  make  no  comparisons. 

16.  In  all  these  troubles  all  our  townes  were  palisadoed 
scouting  millitary  watches  kept  occasions  put  by  with  all  such 
ill  concomitants  of  war. 

Since  we  haue  been  in  troubles  with  the  French  when  Sr 
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Edmond  Andrews  comanded  we  were  put  to  keep  garrison  at 
Northfeild  a considerable  while. 

Since  Albany  was  more  eminently  exposed  to  danger  & 
the  diuided  state  of  New  York  gouerment  made  the  danger 
greater  & to  secure  the  Fiue  Nations  of  Indians  to  the 
English  interest  we  1st  sent  Captn  Bull  with  Boston  agents 
to  joyne  with  those  of  Albany  to  renew  the  league  & made 
the  Nations  a present  which  had  the  desired  effect.  2.  At 
the  instance  of  the  Albanians  & Fiue  Nations  we  sent  Captn 
Bull  with  a company  who  posted  at  Albany  many  moneths 
& was  there  when  Schenektegee  was  taken  wher  some  of  his 
men  were  lost.  3.  After  this  we  complyed  with  Boston  & 
Yorke  in  articles  for  a confederate  army  which  we  performed 
& had  their  Capt  Johnson  & Captn  Fitch  a long  time  & after 
Major  Generali  John  Winthrop  in  all  aboue  two  hundred  men 
the  cost  of  that  business  was  aboue  three  thousand  pownds 
which  was  done  with  no  sinister  respect  to  Captn  Eeisler  as 
some  will  say  of  us  mistakenly  but  it  was  to  serue  their  Maties 
interest.  4thly.  When  the  Maquas  were  attacqued  we  sent 
imediatly  or  troop  & had  one  hundred  men  more  on  theire 
march  after  them  but  the  news  of  the  French  being  fled 
caused  their  return.  6tly.  Since  the  Massachusets  troubles 
of  late  we  haue  engaged  two  hundred  men  to  Sr  Wm  Phips 
as  occasion  is  & sent  up  one  hundred  braue  men  in  a fewe 
houres  after  we  heard  of  the  late  murthers  & dangers  at 
Dearefeild,  & since  Captn  Whiteing  with  fifty  good  souldier 
garrisoned  there  till  their  peace  with  the  eastward  Indians 
besides  seuerall  former  aydes  lent  them  befor  his  Excelencie 
Sr  William  came  ouer  Gouernor. 

It  is  to  be  noated  that  in  all  these  wars  we  haue  giuen 
nine  shillings  per  week  to  euery  comon  souldier  besides  his 
prouission  esteemed  at  fiue  shillings  per  weeke  our  ammuni- 
tion & armes  cost  us  extreemly  deare  with  abundance  of  horse 
hyer  all  which  hath  made  the  warr  prodigeously  chargeable 
to  vs. 

2dly.  Noat  allso  that  the  upper  townes  are  in  the  station 
of  a fronteer  second  to  Albany  & we  it  is  that  must  secure  it 

3dly.  Noat  that  we  neuer  had  the  ayd  of  one  man  nor 
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one  groate  from  York  gouerment  in  all  our  troubles  but  were 
denyed  an  accesse  to  the  Maquaes  for  our  ayde. 

Now  if  we  deserue  to  haue  the  sword  of  the  militia  taken 
out  of  our  hands  it  must  be  by  a judgment  unacquainted  with 
these  things  which  we  giue  these  hints  of.  And  if  any  of 
our  neighboures  will  riuall  us  for  the  desert  of  our  militia 
then  let  them  giue  a better  account  then  wee.  They  may 
speak  of  late  great  charges  but  substract  what  is  not  proper  to 
the  war  & our  charge  is  as  great  as  theirs  & bringing  up  the 
former  things  with  the  latter  we  are  not  affrayd  of  an  inter- 
veiw  with  any  of  them.  Road  Island  & New  Yorke  & all 
the  goverments  besides  New  England  sate  wholy  still  in  all 
the  late  Indian  war,  & though  we  haue  not  been  forward  to 
complain  yet  haue  we  not  been  backward  to  defend  the 
country,  & therefore  hope  yet  to  continue  intrusted  by  their 
Maties  with  the  millitia. 

Hartford  Septr.  25,  1693.  W.  P.* 1 


THE  GOVERNOR  AND  COUNCIL 
TO  JAMES  PORTER.1 

Hartford  Octobr  2d  1693. 

Mr  James  Porter.  We  heartily  salute  you  with  our  best 
respects.  The  occasion  of  these  lines  is  to  reminde  you  that 
formerly  we  sent  to  you  to  befriend  us  in  our  affaires  & per- 
ticularly  to  procure  an  adress  that  wee  sent  over  to  you  be 
presented  to  their  Majties,  but  wee  never  had  any  account  that 
it  was  ever  prsented.  At  the  same  time  you  know  we  sent 
you  over  a bill  of  exchang  for  thirty  eight  pound,  & wee 
never  yet  received  an  acccount  how  you  disposed  of  it  which 
we  should  be  glad  to  see.  Wee  feare  that  our  letters  to  your- 
selfe  & yours  to  us  formerly  have  miscaried,  please  to  let  us 
heare  from  you,  & one  thing  wee  must  farther  request,  & that 


1 Perhaps  William  Pitkin,  a lawyer  and  at  this  time  one  of  the 
Assistants.  [Ed.] 

1 Draught  in  the  handwriting  of  James  Fitch? 
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is  this,  that  you  would  be  plased  to  be  soe  kind  to  our  honrd 
friend  Majr  Gen1  Winthrop  as  to  give  him  the  best  assistance 
you  can  by  advice  or  other  wayes  in  the  occasion  he  hath  now 
ventured  himself e upon,  wch  is  to  adress  their  Majties  on  our 
behalfe  for  their  grace  & favour  to  be  continued  to  us. 

Sir,  wee  hope  the  affection  to  this  place  where  yor  fathers 
sepulcher  is  & where  soe  many  of  your  dear  relations  are,  is 
such  that  wee  may  obtaine  your  best  helpfullnes  to  Mr  Win- 
throp or  Agent,  which  shall  be  gratefully  acknowledged  by  us 
^ order  of  the  Govr  & Councill 

John  Aeeyn  Secry. 

[Superscribed]  For  Mr  James  Porter,  Merchant  in  London. 


THE  GOVERNOR  AND  COUNCIL  TO 
FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP. 

Hartford  Octobr  3d,  1693. 

Noble  Major  Generali.  These  may  acquaint  you  that  we 
desire  you  would  be  pleased  to  take  speciall  care  to  take  the 
first  oppertunety  for  your  passage  to  Boston  & so  for  Eng- 
land. We  shall  take  care  that  there  be  bills  of  exchange  for 
five  hundred  pownds  payable  in  England  upon  demands,  & 
that  the  Treasurer  doe  give  a bill  of  credit  for  five  hundred 
pownds  more,  which  you  must  draw  forth  from  him  as  you 
shall  have  occassion.  We  doubt  not  of  your  good  husbandry 
in  improveing  of  it.  We  have  allso  desired  Mr  Saltonstall  to 
give  you  his  good  company  for  England,  & we  hope  you  will 
prevayle  with  him  to  goe,  but  as  to  our  agency  we  wholly 
leave  it  with  yourselfe  & those  whome  you  shall  improve  to 
act  in  our  behalfe.  We  shall  send  our  Treasure1*  down  to 
take  care  that  the  bills  of  exchange  be  provided  & that  your 
passage  be  taken  care  of  & necessary  provission  be  provided 
for  you  as  shall  be  advised  by  your  selfe  Major  Richards  & 
Mr  Beltshere,  & for  all  those  papers  & writeings  that  we  can 
thinke  necessary  we  shall  provide,  & we  suppose  we  shall 
send  them  to  you  by  Mr  Saltonstall,  when  he  comes  down,  & 
if  any  other  thing  be  necessary  that  you  please  to  minde  us 
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of  we  shall  take  care  to  provide  it  for  your  Honour.  We 
wish  you  all  prosperity  & good  success  & are  Yours, 

^ order  of  the  Governo1-  & Councill 

John  Allyn  Secretry. 

[Superscribed]  For  the  Honbl  Major  John  Winthrop  at  his 
house  in  New  London.  ^ George  Grave,  Post. 

THE  GOVERNOR  AND  COUNCIL  TO 
WILLIAM  WHITING.1 

Hartford,  Octobr  3d,  1693. 

Mr  William  Whiting.  We  heartily  salute  you  with  our  best 
respects.  Sir,  wee  haveing  now  occasion  to  send  over  for 
England  our  honrd  & good  friend  Majr  Gen11  Winthrop  to  be 
our  Agent  in  our  behalfe  to  adress  their  Majties;  he  haveing 
bin  long  absent  from  England  & possibly  not  soe  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  methods  & customes  now  in  use  at  court, 
wee  doe  request  yorselfe  to  give  him  the  best  advice  you  can 
as  to  suitable  prsons  to  repair  to  for  advice  & counsell  & 
allsoe  for  the  way  & Manr  of  doeing  it  & the  most  succesfull 
prsons  to  be  imployed  in  it,  being  soe  well  acquainted  with 
Boston  agents  & there  transactions  you  cannot  but  be  well 
accomplisht  for  that  purpose.  Wee  crave  yor  helpfullnes  to 
him  what  you  can,  & if  you  have  any  writings  of  ours  that 
may  be  advantagious  to  him,  please  to  help  him  to  them; 
whoe  will  not  be  ungratfull  to  you.  If  he  should  want  the 
exemplification  of  our  charter,  it  is  in  your  or  Mr  Porters 
hand,  please  to  deliver  it  to  him.  Sir,  wee  trust  your  affection 
to  yor  good  friends  here  will  prompt  you  sufficiently  to  doe 
us  all  the  kindnes  you  may  be  very  acceptable. 

order  of  the  Govr  & Councill 

John  Allyn  Secry. 

[Superscribed]  These  for  Mr  WM  Whiting,  Merchant  in 
London  this  dl. 


Draught  by  James  Fitch? 


GOVERNOR  AND  COUNCIL. 
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THE  GOVERNOR  AND  COUNCIL  TO  THE 
EARL  OF  NOTTINGHAM.1 

Hartford  October  4th  1693. 

Right  Honble.  We  have  received  his  Maties  letter  of  the 
3d  of  March  1692/3,  & with  it  a letter  from  Col.  Fletcher 
wherein  he  appoynts  a meeting  of  the  Comrs  of  the  severall 
Provinces  of  Virginia,  Merryland,  Pensilvania  & Massachu- 
sets,  Rohde  Island  & Conecticut,  at  New  Yorke  on  the  1st 
Wedendsday  in  October  present,  to  appoynt  a quota  of  men 
for  the  defence  of  Albany  &c.  In  observance  of  his  Maties 
comands  we  have  commissioned  & impowred  a commissioner 
to  attend  that  meeting  instructed  to  grant  or  full  proportion 
with  the  rest  of  or  neighbours  for  their  Maties  service  for  the 
defence  of  Albany  &c.,  & as  soone  as  we  are  certifyed  of  the 
result  of  their e meeting  we  shall  acquaint  your  lordship  there- 
with & of  the  whole  of  their  transactions  about  this  affayre. 

Farther  may  it  please  your  honour  to  be  informed,  that 
the  Governor  & Councill  of  this  Colony  have  formerly  sent 
severall  addresses  to  their  prsent  Maties,  but  obtayning  noe 
return  to  either  of  them  & not  being  ascertained  that  there 
Maties  have  had  the  veiw  of  either  of  them,  we  have  ven- 
tured to  commissionate  our  honord  & much  respected  Major 
Gen11  Fitz  John  Winthrope  Esqr  to  be  or  Agent  in  or  behalf e 
to  appeare  before  theire  Maties  & to  present  or  Addresse  to 
their  Maties,  humbly  to  petition  for  a continuance  of  or  char- 
ter priviledges  & to  beseech  the  continuance  of  the  millitia  in 
the  hands  of  this  goverment  according  to  charter,  not  that  we 
are  fond  of  enjoyeing  the  millitia  any  other  wayse  then  for 
their  Matles  service  & our  defence.  We  therefore  humbly 
request  your  Honors  favour  to  countenance  of  or  agent,  so 
far  as  your  Honor  may  judg  it  consistant  with  his  Maties 
service,  that  we  may  obtayn  the  continuance  of  our  present 

1 Copy  by  Secretary  Allyn.  (See  also)  Draught  by  Richard  D. 
Christophers,  Connecticut  Archives,  Foreign  Correspondence,  I,  42. 

Daniel  Finch,  second  earl  of  Nottingham  of  the  seventh  creation, 
was  made  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  State  in  December  1688  and  con- 
tinued in  that  office  until  December  1693.  [Ed.] 
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injoyments  to  us  according  to  the  charter  granted  to  us  by 
his  late  Matie  Charles  the  2d  of  happy  memory  in  the  14th 
year  of  his  reigne,  & that  the  millitia  may  allso  be  continued 
in  the  goverment  here  resideing,  for  his  Maties  speciall  ser- 
vice. For  should  it  be  otherwise  disposed  to  persons  in 
another  goverment  it  would  not  be  for  his  Maties  advantage, 
but  would  greatly  weaken  the  hands  & spirits  of  his  Maties 
good  subjects  in  this  Colony,  whoe  have  been  much  incouraged 
by  their  Maties  who  formerly  reigned  to  lay  out  themselves 
& their  estates  in  subdueing  a wilderness,  notwthstanding  the 
cruell  threats  & incursions  of  barbarous  heathen,  which  hath 
cost  much  expence  of  blood  & estate,  & thereby  inlarged  his 
Maties  dominions.  We  shall  not  enlarge,  save  onely  to  peti- 
tion your  lordship’s  countenance  & favourable  assistance  of 
our  agent  afoarnamed  in  his  present  occassions,  which  will 
much  oblidge  your  lordships  humble  suppliants  to  remayn 
your  most  humble  & dutifull  servants,  the  Govr  & Councill 
of  their  Maties  Colony  of  Conecticut 

^ yr  order  signed,  John  Atdyn  Secry. 
[Superscribed]  For  the  Right  Honbl  the  Earle  of  Notting- 
ham, one  of  their  Maties  principle  Secretarys  of  State, 
These  humbly  present. 

THE  GOVERNOR  AND  COUNCIL  TO 
SIR  WILLIAM  PHIPS.1 

Hartford  Octobr  4th  1693. 

Excelent  Sr.  We  have  occasion  to  send  Major  Fitz  John 
Winthrop  for  England  to  be  our  Agent,  to  present  or  Adresse 
to  their  Maties  &c.  We  humbly  request  your  Excelency  to 


1 William  Phips,  born  at  Pemaquid,  Maine  in  1651,  died  in  London 
in  1695.  His  successful  efforts  in  recovering  a large  amount  of 
treasure  from  a sunken  vessel  gained  for  him  the  honor  of  Knight- 
hood. He  commanded  the  unsuccessful  expedition  against  Port  Royal 
in  1690  and  in  1692  through  the  influence  of  Reverend  Increase  Mather 
he  was  appointed  Governor  of  Massachusetts.  Upon  his  arrival  in 
Boston  in  that  year  he  put  a stop  to  the  prosecutions  for  witchcraft. 
[Ed.] 
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favoure  us  & him  so  far  as  to  grant  him  your  encouragement 
in  the  service  we  have  betrusted  him  with,  & if  your  Ex- 
celency  please  to  recommend  him  to  any  of  your  acquaintance 
at  court,  & to  desire  them  to  grant  him  their  favour  & counte- 
nance in  his  present  undertakeings,  which  are  onely  to  pro- 
cure their  Maties  countenance  to  us  in  the  fruition  of  or 
charter  priviledges,  & that  that  of  the  millitia  may  allso  be 
continued  to  us,  & if  you  please  to  signify  anything  of  or 
readinesse  to  assist  or  neighbours  in  this  time  of  war,  which 
we  suppose  you  may  be  sufficiently  acquainted  wth  by  what 
we  have  done  for  your  Colony  by  the  ayd  we  have  afoarded 
your  plantations  up  the  river  formerly,  & when  the  last  out- 
rage was  comitted  upon  them  by  the  natives  we  sent  100  men 
or  more  upon  very  short  warning  & 50  men  about  3 moneths 
or  more  & 16  whoe  are  to  this  day  at  Dearfeild  on  the  ser- 
vice there,  we  shall  acknowledg  it  wth  all  thankefullness  with 
what  els  you  shall  please  to  incert  that  may  be  for  or  agent 
or  our  advantage  in  the  designe  under  hand  we  shall  allwayes 
acknowledg  it  & remayne  your  Excelencies  oblidged  servants, 
the  Govr  & Councill  of  Conecticut 

yr  order  signed,  John  Aixyn  Secretry. 
[Superscribed]  For  his  Excelency  SR  WM  Phips,  Knight 
Captn  Generali  & Govr  in  Cheife  of  their  Maties  Province 
of  the  Massachusets,  in  Boston  this  dd. 


FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP  TO  JOHN  ALFYN. 

Honrd  Sr.  I have  had  yors  of  the  3d  instant  this  morning, 
& have  seene  a copy  of  the  comission  there  inclosed.  I know 
not  what  to  advise  in  the  matter  or  forme  of  it;  it  has  been 
under  the  serious  & long  consideration  of  the  Govr  & Councill, 
& they  must  say  what  it  shall  be.  It  is  for  your  owne  honr 
& service  to  impower  yor  agent  fully  & freely,  & there  neades 
noe  limits  when  there  is  fayth  for  the  person  intrusted.  Some 
opinions  may  think  it  fitting  that  an  agent  have  power  upon 
occation  to  make  an  humble  adres  to  their  Maties  under  his 
owne  hand  in  yor  behalf,  & I think  that  claues  is  not  incerted 
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in  the  comission.  I neade  onely  recomend  to  you  that  the 
comission  be  soe  plenary  as  I may  be  inabled  in  all  things  for 
the  trust  comitted  to  me,  & not  put  off  for  any  defect  in  the 
comission,  but  hope  all  things  will  be  finished  as  becomes 
yorselves. 

I am  obliged  for  yor  requests  to  Mr  Saltonstall  for  his 
company  for  Engl.,  & hope  yorselves  will  apoint  a suitable 
supply  for  his  expences,  & it  must  neades  be  more  satisfying 
to  him  that  something  be  set  apart  for  that  service.  I cannot 
wright  perticulerly  to  the  Govr  at  this  tyme.  I hope  for 
another  conveyance  spedely  eyther  from  hence  or  Boston.  I 
am  hasting  all  I can  for  yor  service,  wch  with  my  humble 
service  to  the  Govr  & Councell,  is  all  at  prsent  from  Your 
faythfull  servb 

N.  Lond.  J.  Winthrop. 

Oct.  5th  1693. 

[Superscribed]  For  the  Honble  John  Addyn  Esqr  Secry,  to 

be  communicated  to  the  Govr  & Councill  at  Hartford. 


GURDON  SALTONSTALL1  TO  THE 
GOVERNOR  AND  COUNCIL. 

N.  Lond.  Octobr  9th  93. 

Honbl  Srs.  I have  delivered  to  the  majr  gen11  those  papers 
that  were  sent  by  mee,  but  I suppose  he  hath  not  yet  had 
time  for  theire  perusall;  Among  the  rest  was  yr  Honrs  desire 
concerning  money  to  be  disbursed  upon  my  acc1,  and  I find 
the  majr  by  reason  of  advice  from  yr  friends  at  Boston,  is 
ready  to  think  that  those  moneys  you  have  ordered  him,  are 


1 After  his  graduation  from  Harvard  College  in  1684  he  studied 
theology  and  in  1691  was  ordained  as  a minister  at  New  London.  He 
was  a close  friend  of  Governor  Fitz  John  Winthrop,  and  upon 

Winthrop’s  death  in  1708  was  chosen  to  fill  his  unexpired  term  as 
Governor  and  was  annually  reelected  from  that  time  until  1724.  He 
was  active  in  urging  the  conquest  of  Canada  and  in  promoting  Queen 
Anne’s  War.  Perhaps  his  most  important  act  was  the  introducing  of 
printing  into  Connecticut  in  1709.  [Ed.] 


GURDON  SAI/fONSTAU,. 
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small  in  respect  of  w1  such  a buisness  may  require;  & that  it 
may  be  much  to  the  prejudice  of  your  affaires  at  home  if  any 
deduction  be  made  out  of  them.  You  may  remember  I ac- 
quainted yr  Honour,  yl  I thought  it  would  be  beside  the  majr8 
expectation,  if  there  were  not  an  additionall  supply.  He  was 
pleased  to  ask  me  my  mind  concerning  it,  wc  I have  given 
plainly  & freely;  & I suppose  you  will  by  this  post  be  en- 
formed  of  it  in  his  Honrs  letters  to  yourselves.  For  my  own 
part  I am  fully  pswaded  that  the  majrs  own  offers  in  this 
matter,  would  have  been  abundantly  satisfying  unto  me,  but 
it  is  his  pleasure  to  decline  any  such  thing.  I take  the  bold- 
ness to  give  yr  Honrs  this  short  acc1,  bee.  I would  not  in  any 
particular  decline  compliance  wth  yr  Honrs  intimations  to  mee, 
or  disappoint  yr  expectations  from  mee.  As  far  as  God  may 
permitt,  I am  free  to  adventure  myself  in  yr  service,  not  fail- 
ing in  wl  I am  capable  to  do  my  utmost;  & I shall  rejoyce  if 
any  thing  I am  able  may  be  contenting  to  the  majr  gen11,  who 
I am  sure  doth  in  this  matter  deny  himself  more  then  is 
easyly  apprehended,  by  reason  of  his  own  concerns  that  are 
very  pressing  at  this  joynture.  I pray  God  direct  & bless  yr 
Honrs  counsells,  & hope  you  will  remember  at  the  throne  of 
grace  him  who  is 

Yr  Honrs  most  humble  S1 

G.  Sai/tonstau,. 

[Superscribed]  To  the  Honbl  the  Govern1,  & Councill  of  their 
Majesties  Colony  of  Connecticott  at  Hartford. 
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FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP  TO  THE  GOVERNOR 
AND  COUNCIL. 

Honhle  Sr.  After  many  difficultyes  & dangers  the  sorrowes 
of  a winter  voyage,  it  pleased  God  to  bring  me  safe  to  this 
citty  in  six  weekes  tyme  from  Piscataque.  My  arivall  here 
was  at  the  begining  of  the  holly  dayes,  wch  put  off  all  pub- 
lique  as  well  as  perticuler  busines,  & the  custome  soe  devout 
that  I could  not  enter  upon  any  begining  of  yor  comands  till 
those  dayes  were  over;  but  since  that  I have  had  opportunety 
to  wait  upon  my  Lord  Marques  Carnamthen,  Lord  President, 
& Sr.  John  Trenchard  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  I delivered 
yor  letter,  my  Lord  Nottingham  not  being  then  imployed  in 
that  office.  I have  allsoe  this  weeke  presented  yor  petition 
to  the  King,  & have  obtayned  a reference  of  the  said  petition 
to  the  honble  the  Lords  of  the  Comitte  of  Trade  & Planta- 
tions, a copy  whereof  I have  here  enclosed  anexed  to  the 
petition  presented  to  the  King,  & is  altered  from  the  origionall 
delivered  to  me  in  New  England,  wch  yor  instructions  doe 
permit.  Thus  far  I have  proceded,  & was  in  hope  to  send 
you  the  report  of  the  Lords  of  the  Comitte  to  the  King;  but 
it  cannot  yet  be  obtayned.  The  ships  being  gon  downe,  & the 
passengers  goeing  this  day,  I am  fearfull  to  loose  the  opor- 
tunety,  being  desirous  to  give  you  acc1  of  my  arivall  & the 
steps  I have  taken,  & my  constant  zeale  to  yor  service,  where- 
in I will  never  be  wanting,  & hope  God  will  preserve  & pros- 
per me,  & in  his  tyme  returne  me  to  acknowledg  with  yor- 
selves  his  extraordinary  providence  in  this  undertakeing.  I 
can  onely  add  my  desires  for  the  continuance  of  yor  prayers, 
wch  with  my  humble  service  to  yor  Honr,  the  Dep1  Govr,  & 
Gentm  of  the  Councell,  is  all  at  prsent  but  the  assurance  that 
I am 

London  Yor  faythfull  servant 

January  29th  1693.  J WinThrop. 

[Superscription]  For  the  Honble  the  Govr  & Councill  of  their 
Maties  Collony  of  Conecticot,  at  Hartford,  New  England. 
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FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP’S  PETITION  TO 
KING  WILLIAM  III. 

Copy  of  Majr.  Genii.  Winthrops  Petition  to  his  Majestie. 

To  the  Kings  most  excellent  Majestie. 

The  humble  Peticon  of  your  Majesties  loyall  & duti- 
full  subjects  the  Governour  & Company  of  the 
English  Colony  of  Conecticutt  in  New  England 
in  America,  presented  by  Major  General  Fitz 
John  Winthrop  Esqr  their  Agent  in  that  behalf e 
lawfully  authorized. 

Sheweth,  That  your  Petrs  by  letters  pattents  of  the  late 
King  Charles  the  second  under  the  great  seale  of  England,  in 
the  fourteenth  yeare  of  his  raigne,  were  incorporated  by  the 
name  of  the  Governour  & Company  of  the  English  Colony  of 
Conecticutt  in  New  England  in  America;  and  by  severall  con- 
stitucons  & powers  specif yed  in  the  said  letters  pattents  had 
granted  to  them  as  well  the  civill  administracon  of  the  affaires 
as  the  Lieutenancy  & Power  of  ordering  arraying,  modelling 
& conducting  the  Militia  of  the  said  Colony  for  the  speciall 
defence  & security  of  the  same. 

That  your  petrs  from  the  date  of  the  said  grant  untill  the 
moneth  of  October  last  have  enjoyed  the  said  libertyes  & 
priviledges  without  forfeiture  or  molestacon  therein  (except 
a little  interruption  they  reced  upon  the  generall  impeachment 
of  the  English  libertys  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  raigne 
of  the  late  King  James  the  second)  to  the  great  increase  & 
comfort  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Colony,  & the  defence 
& security  of  your  Majesties  neighbouring  Provinces. 

That  Benjamin  Fletcher  Esqr  the  present  Governour  of 
your  Majesties  Province  of  New  Yorke  in  the  said  moneth 
of  October  last  by  colour  of  your  Majesties  commission, 
whereby  (for  the  uniteing  the  forces  of  the  said  Province  & 
Colony  against  the  common  enemy)  he  was  created  your 
Majesties  Commander  in  Cheife  of  the  Militia  of  the  said 
Colony  did  demand  of  your  petrs  not  onely  to  submitt  to  him 
as  Lieutenant  Generall  & Commander  in  Cheife  over  the  full 
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quota  of  the  militia  of  that  Colony  in  conjunction  with  those 
of  the  Province  of  New  Yorke  & the  other  adjacent  govern- 
ments (which  your  petrs  were  alwayes  ready  to  doe  & to  send 
their  said  quota  when  & wherever  commanded  by  him)  but 
likewise  that  your  petrs  should  surrender  to  him  the  perticular 
lieutenancy  of  the  said  Colony  of  Conecticutt  & their  power 
of  assessing  modelling  & establishing  the  militia  thereof, 
granted  to  them  by  the  said  charter,  threatning  withall  to 
enforce  obedience  to  his  said  demands  to  the  great  terror 
& discouragem1  of  the  inhabitants  of  your  Majesties  said 
Colony.* 

That  the  said  Benjamin  Fletcher  hath  likewise  endeav- 
oured by  severall  artifices  to  insinuate  himselfe  into  the  civill 
government  of  the  said  Colony,  & such  the  proceedings  of  the 
said  Benjamin  Fletcher  are  repugnant  to  the  before  menconed 
grant  of  King  Charles  the  second  & true  intencon  of  your 
Majesties  said  commission  (as  your  petrs  doe  in  all  humility 
conceive. 

Your  Petrs  therefore  humbly  pray  that  the  said  commis- 
sion may  receive  such  explanacon  & restriccon  & your  petrs 
have  such  speedy  releife  & order  for  the  quieting  the  said 
difference  for  the  future  as  to  your  Majestie  in  your  royall 
justice  & wisdome  shall  seeme  most  conduceing  to  the  pros- 
perity of  your  Majesties  people  & interests  in  ye  said  Colony 
of  Conecticutt 

And  your  Petrs  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  &c. 

J.  Winthrop. 


* Note  in  the  handwriting  of  Winthrop  on  a slip  of  paper  attached. 
In  one  letter  he  desires  you  to  adjourn  yr  Gen11  Court  to  New  Haven. 
In  another,  he  sayes,  that  when  you  think  fit  to  acknowledg  ye  power 
of  his  patent  he  will  readily  procede  to  consult  with  you  of  such 
methods  &c. 


PRIVY  COUNCIL. 
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THE  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  THE  COMMITTEE 
OF  TRADE  AND  PLANTATIONS. 

Copy  of  an  Order  of  Reference  from  the  Lords  of  ye  Privy 
Council  to  ye  Lords  of  the  Comittee 
of  Forraine  Plantations. 

At  the  Court  at  Whitehall  the  29th  of  Janry  1693. 

By  the  Lords  of  their  Maties  Most  Honble  Privy  Councill. 

Upon  reading  the  anexed  Petition  of  the  Govr  & 
Company  of  the  English  Collony  of  Conecticot  in  New 
England  in  America  prsented  by  their  Agent  Majr  Gen11  Fitz 
John  Winthrop,  complayning  of  the  proceding  of  Collonell 
Benjamin  Fletcher  Govr  of  New  York,  in  relation  to  the 
said  Collony ; & praying  to  be  releived : It  is  this  day  ordered 
in  Councell,  that  it  be,  & it  is  hereby  referred  to  the  Right 
Honble  the  Lords  of  the  Comitte  of  Trade  & Plantations  to 
examine  & consider  of  the  matter  of  the  said  petition,  & to 
report  to  this  board  what  their  lordships  conceive  fit  for  his 
Matie  to  doe  therein. 

Richd  Colunge. 


THE  CASE  OF  CONNECTICUT  AGAINST 
BENJAMIN  FLETCHER.1 

The  Case  of  the  Governour  & Company  of  the  English 
Colony  of  Conecticut  in  New-England  in  America 
in  relation  to  the  pretensions  of  his  Excellency 
Benjamin  Fletcher  Esqr,  the  present  Governour  of 
New- York. 

The  said  Governour  & Company  were  incorporated  by 
letters  patents  of  King  Charles  the  second  in  ye  fourteenth 
year  of  his  reigne,  which,  among  severall  other  powers  & 
constitutions  for  ye  civill  government  of  ye  said  Colony,  con- 
vey eth  to  the  Governour  of  ye  said  Company  for  ye  time 


1 Probably  enclosed  in  Agent  Winthrop’s  letter  of  January  29, 

1693/4. 
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being,  or  others  by  his  appointment  & direction,  authority  to 
assemble,  martial,  array  & put  in  warlike  posture  the  inhabi- 
tants of  ye  said  Colony,  & to  commissionate  such  persons  as 
they  shall  think  fitt,  to  lead  & conduct  ye  said  inhabitants,  & 
to  encounter,  expulse,  &c.  for  the  special  defence  of  the  said 
Colony. 

There  is  likewise  in  the  said  charter  a clause  for  the 
more  benificiall  construccon  thereof  on  ‘the  behalfe  of  the 
corporation;  & another  of  non  obstante  to  all  statutes  &c. 
repugnant  to  ye  sd  grant. 

According  to  which  charter  yG  Governour  of  the  said 
Company  for  the  time  being,  & such  as  were  commissionated 
by  him,  have  all  along  had  the  command  of  ye  militia  of  ye 
said  Colony  for  the  speciall  defence  thereof ; & the  said  militia 
has  been  levyed,  proportioned  & modelled,  according  to  ye 
locall  statutes  & orders  of  ye  Colony,  made  with  great  regard 
to  ye  abilityes  & condition  of  the  respective  towns  & divisions 
therein,  & in  perfect  subserviency  to  ye  laws  of  England. 

By  means  of  which  happy  constitution,  this  Colony  has 
ever  since  the  said  incorporation  flourished  in  improvements, 
added  to  the  numbers  of  its  people,  defended  itselfe  in  time 
of  war  without  the  help  of  the  neighbouring  provinces,  whom 
yet  it  hath  not  spared  to  assist,  when  invaded,  with  men 
mony  or  ammunition,  according  as  was  most  wanted. 

And  the  inhabitants  thereof  have  continually  behaved 
themselves  with  such  unblemished  loyalty  towards  the  Crown 
of  England,  that  in  the  late  reignes,  wh^n  a very  slender  pre- 
tence served  for  a ground  of  seizing  the  libertys  of  corpora- 
tions as  legally  forfeited,  there  was  not  soe  much  as  a colour 
found  out  to  vacate  ye  said  charter. 

Since  the  war  now  depending  with  France,  it  seemed 
fitting  to  their  present  Majesties,  that  the  militia  of  severall 
neighbouring  Colonyes  & Provinces  in  America  should  upon 
occasion  act  in  conjunction  under  ye  command  of  one  experi- 
enced Leif  tenant  & Commander  in  Cheif  for  the  common 
safety  of  the  English  interest;  & thereupon  their  said  Majes- 
tyes  did  in  the  third  year  of  their  reigne  constitute  Sr  William 
Phipps  Knight,  Commander  in  Cheif  of  all  the  militia  & 
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forces  by  land  & sea  within  the  severall  Colonyes  of  Conecti- 
cut,  Rhoad  Island,  Providence-Plantation,  ye  Narraganset 
country  or  Kings  Provence,  & the  Province  of  New  Hamp- 
shire 

To  which  commission  of  Sr  William  Phipps,  ye  Gover- 
nour  & Company  of  Connecticutt  did  never  surrender  up  ye 
command  of  ye  militia,  so  granted  to  them;  but  yet  did  not 
refuse  to  attend  him  with  their  quota  of  ye  militia  of  Connecti- 
cutt, to  act  with  the  other  forces  under  his  command  in  such 
manner,  as  to  him  should  seem  most  conduceing  to  the  com- 
mon security. 

Afterwards,  in  June  last,  their  Majesties,  thinking  it 
more  convenient,  yt  the  militia  of  Connecticutt  should  act  in 
conjunction  with  that  of  New  York  then  with  those  of  ye 
Colonyes  abovenamed,  by  commission,  supersseded  the  said 
power  granted  to  Sr  William  Phipps,  as  to  the  militia  of 
Connecticutt,  & transferred  the  same  to  Benjamin  Fletcher 
Esqr  the  present  Governour  of  New  York,  & the  Governour 
of  New  York  for  the  time  being. 

By  colour  of  which  last  commission  the  said  Benjamin 
Fletcher  doth  not  only  challenge  the  cheif  command  & con- 
duct of  the  quota  of  the  militia  of  Connecticutt,  when  raised 
with  the  other  militia  of  his  governments  for  the  publique 
security  (which  the  said  Governour  & Company  were  alwaies 
ready  to  submitt  to)  but  likewise  the  full  power  of  assessing, 
apportioning  & moddelling  ye  said  militia;  & requireth,  that 
ye  said  Governour  & Company  should  acknowledge  him,  as  en- 
tirely vested  with  the  particular  Leiutenancy  of  their  Colony, 
& with  all  the  powers  & rights  any  waies  relateing  thereunto, 
granted  to,  & yet  remaining  in  them,  by  virtue  of  the  said 
charter,  for  ye  speciall  defence  & protection  of  ye  said  Colony; 
which  the  said  Governour  & Company  excuseing  themselves 
from,  till  their  Majesties  pleasure  in  the  premisses  should  be 
further  known  by  their  Agent  sent  into  England  for  that  pur- 
pose, & humbly  requesting  the  said  Benjamin  Fletcher,  in  the 
mean  time  to  accept  of  their  quota  in  men  or  mony,  for  the 
common  security  (as  was  used  to  be  done  when  Sr  Willm 
Phipps  had  the  like  comission)  ye  said  Benjamin  Fletcher 
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rejected  that  offer,  threatning  the  General  Councill  that  he 
would  force  obedience  to  his  said  commands,  to  the  great 
terror  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Colony. 

Which  pretensions  & proceedings  of  ye  Governour  of 
New  York,  are  conceived  to  be  no  waies  agreeable  to  the  true 
intention  of  their  Majesties  in  their  said  comission,  the  pros- 
perity of  ye  said  Colony,  or  the  comon  security  of  ye  English 
inhabitants  in  ye  adjacent  Provinces;  & that  upon  the  follow- 
ing considerations, 

1st.  For  that  in  this  Colony,  where  all  between  16  & 60 
years  of  age  are  of  the  militia  (which  is  setled  & moddelled 
by  the  statutes  & orders  of  ye  Generali  Assemblys)  there  is 
necessarily  so  close  a connection  between  the  ordinary  rule  & 
government  of  the  said  militia,  & ye  civil  government,  that 
whosoever  hath  the  absolute  power  of  the  former  must  draw 
all  the  authority  of  the  later  to  himself e,  by  a consequence 
which  is  unavoidable : for  ye  command  of  every  mans  person 
will  undoubtedly  produce  the  comand  of  every  mans  purse; 
& the  alteration  of  the  present  modell  of  ye  militia  will  be  an 
alteration  of  the  laws  also. 

2dly.  By  ye  constitution  of  this  Colony,  the  life  & execution 
of  the  laws  depends  wholly  on  ye  power  of  the  militia,  which 
can  be  little  usefull  to  that  purpose,  if  wholly  removed  from 
ye  civil  magistrate  & placed  in  a person  resideing  at  so  great 
a distance  as  ye  Governour  of  New  York  usually  doth.  And 
though  this  may  be  something  helped  by  deputations,  if  ye 
Governour  of  New  York  pleaseth,  yet  it  evidently  renders  the 
execution  of  the  laws  at  Connecticutt  precarious,  & at  the 
will  of  the  Governour  of  New  York. 

3dly.  The  Colonys  in  America  are  governed,  as  near  as  may 
be  with  conformity  to  ye  laws  of  England,  where  the  King 
or  his  leiutenant  cannot  draw  out  all  the  men  of  a country  to 
serve  in  ye  militia,  but  a certain  number  proportioned  to  ye 
extent  & riches  of  ye  county.  But  if  Col.  Fletchers  commis- 
sion should  be  asserted  in  ye  latitude  he  contends  for,  he 
might  draw  out  ye  inhabitants  in  what  numbers,  & raise  con- 
tributions on  them  in  what  quantities,  he  pleaseth;  in  short 
he  would  become  perfect  master  of  the  lives,  libertyes  & 


CASE)  OF  CONNECTICUT. 


85 


estates,  of  ye  English  in  that  Colony;  who  cannot  but  with- 
draw from  ye  apprehensions  of  such  an  unlimited  power, 
lodg’d  in  a subject,  a souldier  of  fortune,  not  their  Governour, 
& upon  that  account  not  responsible  for  any  inward  consump- 
tion of  ye  Colony,  so  he  protects  it  from  being  overrun  by  a 
foreigne  enemy. 

4ly.  It  is  impossible  that  Col.  Fletcher,  though  he  should 
prove  of  an  abstinence  unusuall  in  this  age,  can  be  so  com- 
petent a judge  of  ye  dispositions  & abilityes  of  each  town  & 
division  in  ye  Colony,  nor  so  much  master  of  their  affections 
in  time  of  need,  as  they  who  dwell  among  them,  nor  by  con- 
sequence so  well  qualifyed  for  ye  local  & ordinary  govern- 
ment of  ye  said  militia. 

5ly.  The  frontiers  of  Connecticutt  which  lye  most  remote 
from  the  Province  of  New  York  doe  often  call  for  a sudden 
& vigorous  defence;  but  if  ye  civil  government  of  yl  Colony 
must  be  wholly  divested  of  all  power  in  the  militia  for  ye 
special  defence  of  ye  same  (as  their  charter  speaks)  & driven 
to  sue  for  orders  to  ye  Governour  of  New  York  (who  com- 
monly resides  above  200  miles  off,)  ye  inconvenience  is  too 
evident  to  be  mentioned;  besides  it  is  repugnant  to  the  very 
nature  of  a government,  that  the  power  of  defending  itself 
should  not  be  in  itselfe,  but  lodged  in  the  Governour  of 
another  Province. 

6ly.  Col.  Fletchers  commission  gives  him  not  ye  government 
of  Connecticutt,  but  a particular  ministerial  office  in  that 
government;  & therefore  he  ought  to  construe  his  commis- 
sion so,  as  may  leave  him  subordinate  to  the  government  of 
that  place,  and  not  above  it,  as  he  will  be  effectually,  if  he  be 
permitted  to  exercise  it  in  ye  extent  demanded  by  him. 

7ly.  As  ye  militia  in  England  is  commanded  by  the  King  & 
his  leiutenants,  under  ye  restrictions  & orders  appointed  by 
Act  of  Parliament,  (or  the  subject  could  not  be  free,)  so  ’tis 
conceived  their  Majesties  intention  in  this  commission  could 
be  no  other  then  that  Col.  Fletcher  should  command  the 
militia  subject  to  the  laws  & constitutions  of  ye  Colony,  so  far 
as  they  are  not  repugnant  to  ye  laws  of  England. 
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8ly.  This  sence,  in  which  the  government  of  Cohecticutt 
would  understand  their  Majesties  commission,  is  agreeable 
enough  to  the  letter  & penning  of  it;  for  ye  ground,  there 
laid  down  for  the  granting  that  commission,  is  ye  uniteing  the 
forces  for  security  of  their  Majesties  subjects  in  generall 
inhabiting  in  those  parts;  & no  reason  is  there  so  much  as 
hinted  at,  why  that  Colony  should  be  deprived  of  all  power 
over  ye  militia  within  itself  for  its  own  particular  defence;  & 
reference  is  therein  had  to  ye  like  commission  before  granted 
to  Sr  William  Phipps  (who  never  exercised  so  unlimitted  an 
authority.)  And  ,tis  taken  for  a rule  in  expounding  the 
Kings  grants,  that  when  there  are  two  construccons  to  be 
made,  which  equally  satisfy  the  letter  thereof,  one  repugnant 
to,  the  other  consisting  with  a former  grant;  that  which  pre- 
serves the  former  grant  is  to  be  preferred,  as  most  agreeable 
to  the  Kings  honour  & justice. 

9ly  It  is  observable  that  in  Col.  Fletchers  commission,  there 
is  no  express  superseding  the  command  of  the  militia  granted 
to  the  government  of  Connecticutt  by  the  said  charter,  al- 
though the  same  commission  does  expressly  supersede  the 
abovementioned  authority  granted  to  Sr  William  Phipps. 

Theis  among  divers  others,  are  some  reasons,  why  ’tis 
hoped,  their  Majesties  will  be  pleased  to  preserve  to  the  said 
Colony  of  Connecticutt,  their  liberties  granted  to  them  by  the 
said  charter,  & to  explain  the  commission  of  Col.  Fletcher  in 
such  sort,  that  he  may  content  himselfe  with  the  generall 
command  of  the  quota  of  the  militia  of  that  Colony,  & not 
take  from  the  civil  governnT  of  that  place  the  power  of  levy- 
ing & ordering  the  said  militia  within  themselves,  granted  by 
the  said  charter. 

[Endorsed  by  Fitz  John  Winthrop.]  This  I intend  to  deliver 
to  the  Lords  of  the  Comitte  of  Plantations. 
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FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP  TO  ROBERT  TREAT. 

Honble  Sr.  In  my  last  of  the  29th  of  Janry,  I gave  yor  Honr 
acc1  of  my  arrivall  here,  & my  entrance  into  yor  affaires 
comitted  to  my  care,  & hope  that  letter  is  come  safe  to  yor 
hands.  It  has  been  impossible  to  make  any  farther  or  more 
hopefull  steps  towards  an  issue  of  yor  affaires  then  I have 
done  in  the  litle  tyme  of  my  being  here,  & I am  sure  I have 
omitted  noe  opportunety  to  turne  every  intrest  I can  make 
to  yor  advantage,  & my  indevoures  have  not  been  alltogether 
fruitles,  haveing  prsented  yor  Petition  to  the  King,  wch  his 
Matie  was  pleased  to  receive  & comand  a reference  thereof 
to  the  Right  Honble  the  Lords  of  the  Comitte  of  Trade  & 
Plantations,  as  I mentioned  in  my  letter;  a copy  thereof  & 
other  papers  were  enclosed  therein.  Since  that  tyme,  their 
lordships  have  ordered  the  reference  to  Sr.  Edwd  Ward  & 
Sr.  Tho.  Trevor,  Attorny  & Sollicitor  Gen1 18  for  their  report, 
& added  allsoe  to  them,  what  the  King  may  doe  for  settle- 
ment of  the  militia  of  Conecticot,  Rhode  Island,  Pensilvanya, 
East  & West  New  Jarsy,  under  a gen11  officer  for  the  defence 
of  Allbany,  or  any  of  the  plantations  in  tyme  of  warr,  wch 
referance  I delivered  to  them,  & hoped  before  this  tyme  to 
have  their  report  thereupon,  but  it  could  not  be  attayned, 
such  was  the  extraordinary  hurry  of  multitude  of  affaires 
under  their  station;  but  after  a tedious  & continued  attend- 
ance & but  yesterday  I have  obtayned  their  favourable  report, 
& is  as  well  as  I can  expect.  It  remaines  now  to  have  the 
favour  of  a hearing  before  the  Lords  of  the  Comitte;  & my 
Lord  President  promised  me  yestarday  to  appoint  a comitte 
next  weeke;  wch  I hope  will  not  be  disapointed.  After  that 
hearing  it  will  come  before  the  King  & Councill,  for  his 
Maties  resolution  upon  the  reports,  & hope  to  obtaine  it  be- 
fore his  Matie  goes  into  Flanders,  it  is  thought  about  ten 
dayes  hence,  & to  have  opportunety  to  give  yor  Honr  a farther 
acc*  before  the  ships  leave  the  land,  who  are  now  gon  downe ; 
& least  I should  mis  to  give  you  this  acc1,  I am  forst  to  write 
in  great  hast,  & must  omit  all  farther  presentments  till  the 
next.  I am  impatient  to  have  an  issue  wch  I will  prosecute 
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to  the  outmost  of  my  power,  & pray  yor  Honr  & the  Gen11 
Assembly  to  be  assured,  that  I will  f ay th  fully  f ay th  fully  in- 
devour  the  continuance  of  the  charter,  & the  privileges  therein 
contayned,  wch  I may  say  few  people  now  enjoy.  I am  under 
much  disadvantage  by  a late  acc*  from  N.  York  viz.,  that  yor 
Honr  refused  to  supply  them  with  soldrs  upon  a late  juncture, 
wch  makes  a great  noise  at  court.  Soe  easy  it  is  to  hurt  any, 
under  envy  & malice,  but  I hope  God  will  yet  appeare  for  us, 
& resettle  that  wildernes  by  a quiet  & united  spirit  among  the 
people;  that  it  may  be  said  wee  are  still  a hapy  people,  blest 
under  the  vines  wch  our  fathers  planted  for  us 

I desire  to  rely  wholy  upon  Gods  spetiall  favour  & pro- 
tection, that  I may  be  prosperous  here,  & safely  returned.  I 
desire  the  continuance  of  yor  prayers,  wch  with  the  prsentment 
of  my  faythfull  service  to  yor  Honr,  Dep*  Govr,  the  Gentm 
of  the  Councill  & all  yorselves  is  all  I can  add  at  prsent  but 
the  assurance  that  I am 
London  Yor  faythfull  servant, 

Aprill  3d  1694.  J.  Winthrop. 

[Superscribed]  For  the  Honble  Robert  Treat  Esqr  Govr  of 
their  Maties  Collony  of  Conecticot,  & the  Gen11  Assembly 
at  Hartford,  New  England. 
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ORDER  OF  THE  KING  IN  COUNCIL.1 


Att  the  Court  att  Whitehall 
the  19th  of  Aprill  1694. 
Present 

The  Kings  most  Excellent  Matye 


Lord  Arch  Bp  of  Cant.2 
Lord  Keeper 
Lord  President 
Lord  Privy  Seale 
Duke  of  Bolton 
Lord  Steward 
Lord  Chamberlaine 
Earle  of  Oxford 
Earle  of  Shrewsbury 
Earle  of  Bridgwater 
Earle  of  Bathe 
Earle  of  Rochester 
Earle  of  Mountagu 


Earle  of  Scarborough 
Earle  of  Ranelagh 
Ld  Viscount  Sydney 
Ld  Viscount  Falkland 
Ld  Bp  of  London 
Ld  Cornwallis 
Ld  Coningsby 
Sr  Robert  Howard 
Mr  Secry  Trenchard 
Mr  ChancelF  of  the  Excheqr 
Sr  Henry  Goodricke 
Mr  Russell 
Mr  Boscawen. 


A Peticon  having  been  presented  to  his  Matie  by  Major 
Gen11  Fitz  John  Winthrop  Agent  for  the  English  Colony  of 


1 From  the  original  parchment  copy  in  the  Secretary’s  Office,  July 

15,  1867. 

2 Thomas  Tenison ; Sir  John  Somers ; Sir  Thomas  Osborne,  first 
Earle  of  Danby  afterward  Marquis  of  Carmarthen  and  Duke  of  Leeds ; 
Sir  Thomas  Herbert,  fifth  Earle  of  Pembroke;  Sir  Charles  Paulet, 
second  Duke  of  Bolton;  apparently  Sir  Thomas  Osborne;  Robert 
Bertie,  third  Earl  of  Lindsey;  Edward  Harley,  second  Earl  of  Oxford; 
Charles  Talbot,  twelfth  Earl  of  Shrewsbury;  John  Egerton,  third  Earl 
of  Bridgewater;  John  Grenville,  Earl  of  Bath;  Laurence  Hyde,  first 
Earl  of  Rochester;  Ralph  Montagu,  Earle  of  Montagu;  Richard  Lum- 
ley,  first  Earl  of  Scarborough ; Richard  Jones,  third  Viscount  and  third 
Earl  of  Ranelagh ; Henry  Sydney,  later  Earl  of  Romney ; Anthony 
Carey,  fifth  Viscount  Falkland ; Henry  Compton ; Charles  Cornwallis ; 
Thomas  Coningsby;  John  Trenchard;  Sidney  Godolphin,  first  Earl  of 
Godolphin;  Henry  Goodricke  or  Goodrich,  second  baronet;  William 
Russell,  later  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Duke  of  Tavistock;  Hugh  Bos- 
cawen, later  Lord  and  Viscount  Boscawen.  [Ed.] 
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Conecticutt  in  New  England  in  America  in  behalf e of  the 
said  Colony  by  the  name  of  the  Governour  and  Company  of 
the  English  Colony  of  Conecticutt  in  New  England  in  America 
setting  forth  that  the  Petr  by  letters  patents  under  the  great 
seale  of  England  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  reigne  of  the 
late  King  Charles  the  second  were  incorporated  by  the  name 
of  the  Governour  and  Company  of  the  English  Colony  of 
Conecticutt  in  America,  with  power  as  well  for  the  civill 
administracon  of  affairs  as  the  Lieutenant  for  the  ordering, 
arraying,  modelling  and  conducting  the  militia  for  the  speciall 
defence  of  the  Colony.  That  from  the  date  of  the  said  grant 
untill  the  month  of  October  last  they  have  enjoyed  the  said 
liberties  and  priviledges  without  forfeiture  or  molestation, 
except  some  interrupcon  they  received  in  the  reigne  of  King 
James  the  second.  That  Coll  Fletcher  Governour  of  New 
Yorke  in  October  last  by  colour  of  his  Maties  comission 
whereby  for  the  uniteing  the  forces  of  the  said  Province  and 
Colony  he  was  created  Comander  in  Cheif  of  the  militia  of 
the  said  Colony  and  did  demand  of  the  Petr  not  only  to  sub- 
mit to  him  as  Leiutnt  Gen11  and  Comander  in  Chief  over  the 
full  quota  of  the  militia  of  that  Colony  in  conjunction  with 
those  of  New  Yorke  and  the  adjacent  government,  but  like- 
wise the  particular  Leivtenancy  of  the  said  Colony  and  the 
power  of  assessing,  modelling  and  establishing  the  militia 
thereof ; the  Petr  therefore  humbly  praying  the  said  comis- 
sion may  receive  such  explanation  and  restriccon  as  to  his 
Matie  in  his  royall  justice  and  wisdom  shall  seem  meet,  and 
his  Matie  having  been  pleased  to  referr  the  said  peticon  to 
the  Rt.  honble  the  Lords  of  the  Comittee  of  Trade  and  Planta- 
tions to  consider  the  matter  of  the  said  peticon  and  to  report 
what  they  conceive  fit  for  his  Matie  to  do  therein  and  the 
Lords  of  the  Comittee  having  received  the  report  of  their 
Maties  Attourney  Generali  and  Solicetor  Generali  upon  the 
matter  of  the  said  peticon  together  with  the  address  of  the 
Colony  of  Rhode  Island,  and  touching  the  uniteing  the 
strength  of  those  Colonyes  against  the  French,  which  report 
is  in  the  words  following 
May  it  please  your  Lordpps. 
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In  obedience  to  your  lordships  comands  signified  to  us 
by  Mr  Blaithwaite  the  2d  of  January  and  the  3d  of  February 
last  by  which  we  were  to  consider  the  severall  charters  of 
Connecticott  and  Rhode  Island  and  the  grants  of  East  and 
West  New  Jersey  and  to  report  our  opinion  upon  the  whole 
matter  what  may  be  done  for  the  uniteing  the  strength  of 
those  Colonyes  and  New  Yorke  under  a Cheif  Comander  to 
be  comissionated  by  their  Matyes  for  the  defence  of  their 
Matys  subjects  in  those  parts  against  the  French  and  also  to 
consider  the  annexed  copy  of  the  peticon  of  the  Governour 
and  Company  of  Connecticott  and  to  report  our  opinion  there- 
upon, we  have  considered  the  matters  to  us  referred  and  do 
find  that  King  Charles  the  second  by  his  charter  dated  the 
23th  of  Aprill  in  the  14th  year  of  his  reigne  did  incorporate 
John  Winthrop  and  severall  other  persons  therein  named  and 
all  others  who  then  were  or  after  should  be  admitted  and 
made  free  of  the  Company  to  be  a Corporacon  by  the  name 
of  the  Governour  and  Company  of  the  English  Colony  of 
Connecticott  in  New  England  in  America  with  such  powers 
priviledges  and  capacityes  as  are  usually  granted  to  corpora- 
cons  of  like  nature  and  to  have  continuance  and  succession 
forever,  and  therein  the  bounds  of  the  Colony  are  described 
and  a grant  thereby  made  to  the  corporacon  of  all  land,  soyle 
ground,  havens,  ports,  jurisdictions,  royalties,  priviledges, 
franchises  and  hereditaments  within  the  same  or  thereto  be- 
longing, to  be  holden  to  the  corporacon  and  their  successors 
in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  themselves  and  their  associates 
freemen  of  that  Colony,  their  heyres  and  assignes,  of  the 
Kings  of  England  as  of  their  Mannour  of  East  Greenwich  by 
the  5th  part  of  the  oare  of  gold  and  silver  there  found,  with 
power  to  the  corporacon  to  make  laws,  elect  governours, 
deputy  governours  and  assistants,  erect  judicatures  and  courts, 
and  chuse  officers  for  the  civill  government,  and  thereby  also 
power  is  granted  to  the  cheif  comanders  governours  and  offi- 
cers of  the  company  and  others  inhabiting  there  by  their  leave 
or  direction  for  their  speciall  defence  and  safety  to  assemble 
martiall  array  and  put  in  warlike  posture  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Colony  and  to  comission  such  persons  as  they  should 
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thinke  fit  to  lead  and  conduct  the  inhabitants,  and  to  en- 
counter, resist,  kill  and  slay  all  that  should  attempt  or  enter- 
prize  the  invasion  or  annoyance  of  the  inhabitants  or  planta- 
tions, and  to  exercise  martiall  law  and  take  and  surprize  the 
invaders  or  attempters  of  the  plantation  or  hurt  of  the 
company  and  inhabitants,  and  on  just  occasion  to  invade  and 
destroy  the  natives  or  other  enemyes  of  the  Colony. 

We  also  find  that  King  Charles  the  second  in  the  fif- 
teenth year  of  his  reigne  did  incorporate  diverse  persons  by 
name  and  such  others  as  then  were  or  after  should  be  ad- 
mitted and  free  of  the  company  by  the  name  of  the  Gover- 
nour  and  Company  of  the  English  Colony  of  Rhode  Island 
and  Providence  Plantations  in  New  England  in  America,  and 
granted  them  in  effect  the  like  powers  and  authorities  both 
civill  and  military  as  are  before  menconed  to  be  granted  to 
Connecticutt. 

We  find  that  the  civill  governments  in  those  plantations 
or  colonyes  executed  the  military  powers  conferred  by  the 
charters,  but  that  their  Matys  in  the  third  year  of  their  reigne 
by  their  comission  constituted  Sr  William  Phipps  Lievtenant 
and  Comander  in  Cheif  of  the  militia  and  of  the  forces  by 
sea  and  land  within  the  Colonyes  of  Connecticutt  Rhode 
Island,  Providence  Plantation,  Kings  Province  and  Province 
of  New  Hampshire,  and  all  forts  and  places  of  strength  in 
the  same,  with  severall  powers  and  authorities  and  that  their 
Maties  by  their  comission  under  the  great  seale  dated  the 
tenth  of  June  1693  revoked  so  much  of  Sr  William  Phipps 
his  comission  and  powers  as  related  to  the  Colony  of  Con- 
necticutt, and  by  the  same  comission  constituted  Benjamin 
Fletcher  Esqr  their  Matyes  Captaine  Generali  and  Comander 
in  Cheif  of  New  Yorke,  Pensilvania,  New  Castle  and  the 
territories  and  tracts  of  land  depending  thereupon,  to  be  the 
Comander  in  Cheif  of  the  militia  and  of  all  the  forces  by  sea 
and  land  within  the  Colony  of  Connecticutt  and  of  all  forts 
and  places  of  strength  within  the  same,  with  power  to  levy, 
arme,  muster,  comand  or  imploy  the  militia  of  the  said  Colony 
and  upon  any  necessary  and  urgent  occasion  during  this  war 
to  transfer  to  the  Province  of  New  Yorke  and  frontiers  of 
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the  same  for  resisting  and  withstanding  enemyes,  py rates  and 
rebells  both  at  land  and  sea  and  defence  of  that  Province  and 
Colony,  of  which  comission  and  the  large  powers  therein  con- 
tained as  to  Connecticutt,  the  Colony  of  Connecticutt  by  their 
annexed  peticon  do  complain  and  pray  redresse  against  the 
exercise  of  it  in  such  manner  over  the  whole  militia  and 
therein  shew  their  reasons  against  it. 

We  have  heard  Colonell  Winthrop  and  his  councill  on 
the  behalf e of  the  Colony  of  Connecticutt,  and  Mr  Almey  and 
his  councill  on  behalfe  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence 
Plantation,  and  Dr  Cox  appeared  on  the  behalfe  of  East  and 
West  New  Jersey  and  produced  some  writeings  shewing  how 
the  same  were  granted  out  from  the  Crowne  to  the  Duke  of 
Yorke,  and  by  the  Duke  of  Yorke  to  others,  but  the  Doctor 
not  claiming  any  tytle  to  himself  it  doth  not  appear  to  us  in 
whom  the  estate  in  law  of  those  places  or  of  the  government 
thereof  civill  or  military  doth  now  reside,  nor  how  the  same 
is  exercised. 

But  haveing  received  the  annexed  estimate  from  Mr 
Blaythwaite  we  comunicated  the  same  to  the  agents  for 
Connecticut  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantacon  who  de- 
clared their  readyness  during  the  tymes  of  danger  to  provide 
their  respective  quotas  therein  contained,  and  in  cases  of 
encrease  of  danger  or  other  necessary  occasions  during  the 
continuance  thereof  their  respective  quotas  to  be  proporcon- 
ably  increased  with  other  Colonyes:  But  as  to  the  remaining 
militia  beyond  the  quotas  (which  it  seems  in  those  countryes 
consists  of  all  males  between  16  and  60  years  of  age)  they 
humbly  desire  that  it  may  remaine  under  the  ordinary  and 
usuall  government  and  comand  of  the  Colonyes  according  to 
their  charters  and  not  to  be  comanded  out  unlesse  in  tymes  of 
actuall  invasion  or  iminent  danger  for  the  necessary  preser- 
vation of  some  of  the  Colonyes,  and  at  such  tymes  only  when 
such  of  the  Colonyes  whereout  the  forces  shall  be  drawn  are 
not  in  danger,  and  that  at  all  tymes  a sufficient  power  of  the 
militia  may  be  always  kept  in  each  Colony  under  the  power  of 
the  government  of  it  for  the  safety  and  necessary  preservation 
thereof. 
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We  are  humbly  of  opinion  that  the  charters  and  grants 
of  those  Colonyes  do  give  the  ordinary  power  of  the  militia 
to  the  respective  governments  thereof,  but  do  also  conceive 
that  their  Matyes  may  constitute  a Cheif  Comander  who  may 
have  authority  at  all  tymes  to  comand  or  order  such  propor- 
tion of  the  forces  of  each  Colony  or  Plantacon  as  their  Matyes 
shall  think  fit,  and  farther  in  times  of  invasion  and  approach 
of  the  enemy  with  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  Gover- 
nours  of  the  Colonyes  to  conduct  and  comand  the  rest  of  the 
forces  for  the  preservacon  and  defence  of  such  of  those 
Colonies  as  shall  most  stand  in  need  thereof  not  leaving  the 
rest  unprovided  of  a competent  force  for  their  defence  and 
safety,  but  in  time  of  peace  and  when  the  danger  is  over  the 
militia  within  each  of  the  said  Provinces  ought  as  we  humbly 
conceive  to  be  under  the  government  and  disposition  of  the 
respective  Governours  of  the  said  Colonyes  according  to  their 
charters. 

All  which  neverthelesse  is  most  humbly  submitted  to  your 
Lordsps  great  wisdomes. 

2d0  April  1694  Edw  : Ward1 
Tho  Trevor.2 


And  the  Lords  of  the  Comittee  having  presented  to  his 
Matye  in  Councill  the  report  of  Mr  Attourney  and  Mr  Solici- 
tor Generali  upon  the  matters  above  mentioned  his  Maty  in 
Councill  is  pleased  to  approve  the  said  report  and  to  signify 
his  pleasure  that  the  quota  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and 
twenty  men  be  the  measure  of  the  assistance  to  be  given  by 
the  Colony  of  Connecticutt  and  all  tymes  during  warr  to  be 
comanded  by  the  Governour  of  New  Yorke,  and  the  Right 
honble  Sr  John  Trenchard  his  Maties  principall  Secretary  of 
State  is  to  prepare  letters  for  his  Matys  royall  signature  for 


1 Edward  Ward  was  Attorney  General.  [Ed.] 

2 Thomas  Trevor  was  Solicitor  General.  [Ed.] 
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the  signification  of  his  Matyes  pleasure  herein  to  the  Gover- 
nors of  New  Yorke  and  Connecticutt  accordingly. 

WM  Bridgfman.1 


FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP  TO  ROBERT  TREAT.2 

Postscript.  I think  it  my  duty  to  let  yor  Honr  know  that 
the  Lord  Arran,  eldest  son  to  the  late  Duke  Hamilton,  has 
put  in  his  claime  to  the  land  from  ye  east  side  of  Conecticot 
River,  Naroganset,  Rhode  Island  & those  parts.  I can  but 
just  mention  it,  supposeing  yorselves  know  all  that  can  be  said 
about  it,  & soe  are  guarded  against  any  trouble  that  may  arise 
therein.  I understand  there  will  be  a hearing  of  ye  claime 
before  the  King  & Councill,  but  my  Lord  Arran  being  gon 
into  Scotland,  to  solemnise  the  funerall  of  the  Duke  his 
father,  who  dyed  lately  goeing  to  Scotland;  it  may  put  a stop 
to  any  prsent  hearing ; & if  it  please  God  that  I doe  not  returne 
this  winter,  you  will  have  oportunety  by  the  mast  ships  or 
sooner,  to  informe  yor  sence  about  it. 


QUEEN  MARY  TO  THE  COLONY 
OF  CONNECTICUT. 

Marie;  R. 

Trusty  and  welbeloved  we  greet  you  well:  having  reed 
your  humble  peticon  presented  unto  us  by  Majr  Gener11  Fitz 
John  Winthrop  your  agent,  humbly  praying  that  our  comis- 
sion to  our  trusty  and  welbeloved  Benj amine  Fletcher  Esqr 
our  Govern1-  of  our  Province  of  New  York  for  the  command 
of  the  militia  of  our  Colony  of  Conecticut,  may  receive  such 
explanation  and  restriction  as  in  our  royall  justice  and  wis- 
dome  we  shall  think  fitt,  we  being  well  pleased  with  your 


1 William  Bridgeman  was  one  of  the  under  Secretaries  of  State. 
[Ed.] 

2 Postscript  to  a letter  from  Fitz  John  Winthrop  dated  June  4th, 
1694.  The  letter  is  missing. 
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duty  full  submission  to  our  royall  determinacon  herein  & hav- 
ing great  care  and  tenderness  for  the  preservation  and  secur- 
ity of  all  our  loving  subjects  as  well  within  our  Colony  of 
Conecticut  as  other  our  adjacent  Colonies,  we  have  ref  err’d 
the  consideracon  of  the  said  peticon  to  the  Lords  of  our 
Privy  Councill  appointed  a Committee  of  Trade  and  For- 
reigne  Plantacons,  who  having  consulted  our  Attorney  & 
Solicitor  Gener11  what  may  be  done  by  us  for  the  uniting  the 
strength  of  our  said  Colony  of  Conecticut  and  the  adjacent 
Colonies  for  the  defence  of  our  subjects  in  those  parts  against 
the  French,  and  having  presented  to  us  the  opinion  of  our 
said  Attorney  & Solicitor  Gener11  thereupon,  that  we  may 
constitute  a Cheif  Comander  with  authority  to  command  or 
order  such  proportion  of  the  forces  of  each  Colony  as  we 
shall  think  fitt  and  further  in  time  of  invasion  & approach  of 
the  enemy  with  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  governors  of 
the  colonies  to  conduct  & command  the  rest  of  the  forces  for 
the  preservation  & defence  of  such  of  our  said  Colonies  as 
shall  most  stand  in  need  thereof,  as  by  our  order  in  councill 
dated  the  nineteenth  day  of  Aprill  last  upon  the  report  of  our 
Attorney  and  Solicitor  Gener11  in  this  matter,  which  order  or 
a duplicate  thereof  you  will  herewith  receive,  is  more  at  large 
sett  forth,  we  have  thereupon  further  signified  our  pleasure 
to  our  said  Govern1,  of  New  York,  that  in  the  execution  of 
the  powers  of  his  said  comission  he  do  not  take  upon  him 
any  more  than,  during  war,  to  command  a quotta  or  part  of 
the  militia  of  our  said  Colony  of  Conecticut  not  exceeding  the 
number  one  hundred  and  twenty  men  which  we  do  hereby 
think  fitt  to  signify  our  pleasure  to  be  the  measure  of  the 
assistance  to  be  given  by  our  said  Colony,  with  especial  di- 
rections to  our  sd.  Govern1,  of  New  York  that  he  do  not  com- 
mand or  draw  out  more  of  the  said  quota  of  the  militia  of 
our  Colony  of  Connecticut,  than  he  shall  in  proportion  cornand 
or  draw  from  the  respective  militias  of  the  adjacent  colonies 
except  in  case  of  imminent  danger  of  an  actual  invasion  of 
the  enemy.  In  wch  case  we  have  further  directed  him,  that 
with  the  advice  of  the  govern1,  of  our  said  colony  he  conduct 
and  command  the  rest  of  the  forces  of  that  our  colony  for 
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the  preservation  of  our  said  colony  or  of  such  other  of  our 
adjacent  colonies  as  shall  most  stand  in  need  thereof,  he 
taking  care  that  he  do  not  leav  our  said  colony  unprovided  of 
a competent  force  for  the  defence  and  safty  thereof.  And 
not  doubting  of  your  ready  & chearfull  obedience  to  our 
royall  pleasure  in  a matter  wherein  the  security  & preserva- 
tion of  all  our  good  subjects  within  our  said  Colony  of 
Conecticut  and  the  parts  adjacent  are  so  much  concern’d,  we 
do  hereby  require  and  command  you  as  there  shall  be  occa- 
sion to  give  obedience  to  our  said  comission  and  the  powers 
and  authorities  thereof,  to  be  executed  in  such  manner  as  we 
have  directed  our  said  Govern1,  of  New  York  according  to  ye 
specification  of  our  pleasure  as  aforesaid.  And  the  said  Majr 
Gener11  Fitz  John  Winthrop  will  upon  his  arrivall  inform  you 
of  our  gracious  intentions  to  continue  our  royall  protection 
to  you  and  all  our  subjects  of  that  our  colony  particularly  in 
what  may  relate  to  the  preservation  of  the  peace,  welfare  and 
security  of  the  same,  & maintaining  your  just  rights  and 
priviledges,  wherein  your  said  agent  has  been  as  well  very 
zealous  and  carefull  in  your  behalf  as  dilligent  in  soliciting 
our  royall  determination  in  the  matter  which  we  thought  fitt 
to  let  you  know.  And  so  we  bid  you  farewell.  Given  at  our 
Court  at  Whitehall  this  twenty  first  day  of  June  1694,  in  the 
sixth  year  of  our  reign. 

By  her  Matys  command, 

J.  TrEnchard1 


1 Sir  John  Trenchard  was  Secretary  of  State  and  a member  of  the 

Privy  Council.  [Ed.] 
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FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP  TO  ROBERT  TREAT 
AND  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 

Honble  Sr.  I sent  my  last  letters  of  the  4th  of  June,  directed 
to  my  brother,  under  the  perticuler  care  of  a gentm  who 
promised  a carefull  conveyance,  but  was  very  unhapily  left 
behinde.  I am  extremely  concerned  for  yor  disapointment  of 
those  letters  wherein  is  contayned  the  acc1  of  yor  affaires,  & 
perticulerly  that  the  King  confirmed  the  report  of  the  Attorny 
& Sollicitor  Gen11  a litle  before  his  goeing  into  Flanders. 
Therein  they  humbly  offer  their  opinion  that  the  grant  & 
charter  to  the  Collony  does  give  the  ordinary  power  of  the 
militia,  but  doe  allsoe  conceive  their  Maties  may  constitute  a 
cheif  comander,  who  may  have  authority  to  comand  such  a 
quota  of  the  forces  of  the  Collony  of  Conecticot,  and  the 
other  Collonyes  in  tyme  of  war,  as  their  Maties  shall  think 
fit,  for  the  necessary  defence  of  such  of  them,  as  shall  most 
stand  in  neade  thereof,  wch  is  presented  in  my  former  letters; 
& hope  their  Maties  confirmation  of  the  report  will  give 
yorselves  good  satisfaction,  especially  when  compared  with 
the  comission  to  Collonell  Fletcher,  wch  wholy  seperates  the 
power  of  the  militia  from  the  civill  authority,  & disables  the 
government  from  raysing  soe  much  as  one  soldier  upon  the 
most  important  occation;  but  their  Maties  besides  their  con- 
firmation of  the  report  will  be  pleased  by  their  gracious  letter 
to  explaine  the  comission  to  Collonell  Fletcher  & restraine  it 
within  the  bounds  of  a quota  apointed  by  their  Maties.  I hope 
my  former  letters  will  come  to  yor  handes,  & neade  onely  add 
in  this,  that  I have  noe  doubt  but  in  a litle  tyme  to  be  dis- 
patched at  court,  & with  good  assurance  of  their  Maties 
gracious  intentions  to  continue  yor  just  rights  & priviliges, 
notwithstanding  the  intrest  that  is  made  to  divert  it;  & as 
soone  as  I shall  receive  their  Maties  letter,  I shall  hasten  as 
much  as  I can  to  be  ready  for  the  first  good  opportunety; 
here  are  two  ships  goeing  about  a month  hence,  in  wch  will 
be  sent  about  200  soldrs  to  New  York,  for  the  defence  of 
that  government;  but  know  not  yet  whither  it  will  be  advis- 
able to  returne  with  that  oportunety.  If  the  opinion  of  my 
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freinds,  & youres,  be  against  it,  I must  then  waite  for  the  first 
opportunety  in  the  spring.  In  the  meane  tyme,  as  I am  honrd 
with  the  character  of  yor  servant  here,  soe  I hope  yorselves 
will  rest  assured  of  my  faythfull  indevoures,  in  all  things  for 
your  service  & intrest,  & perticulerly  my  care  to  bound  all 
disbursments  with  the  greatest  frugallety  that  is  fitting;  wch 
is  all  that  can  be  added  at  prsent,  but  my  earnest  desires  to 
be  recomended  to  Gods  spetiall  preservation  & direction,  & 
the  tender  of  my  humble  service  to  yor  Honr,  the  Dep.  Govr 
& Gentm  of  the  Councill,  & the  assurance  that  I will  be  fayth- 
full to  the  trust  reposed  in  me ; & am 
London  Yor  most  faythfull  servant 

July  16th  1694.  [J  Winthrop.]1 

[Superscribed]  For  the  Honble  the  Govr,  & to  the  Gen11 
Assembly  of  their  Majties  Colony  of  Conecticut  at  Hart- 
ford, New  England. 


FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP  TO  ROBERT  TREAT 
AND  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 

Honble  Sr.  My  letters  of  the  4th  of  June,  & my  last  the  16th 
of  July,  doe  containe  the  acc1  of  yor  affaires  here,  soe  far 
as  could  then  be  attayned;  & my  hopes  of  being  dispatched 
at  court  in  a litle  tyme,  soe  that  I have  now  onely  to  prsent, 
that  a few  dayes  since,  I have  received  their  Majties  gracious 
letter  of  the  21st  of  June,  wch  since  that  date  has  been  in  the 
hands  of  the  Secretary  of  State;  therein  their  Majties  have 
been  pleased  to  explaine  their  comission  to  Coll.  Fletcher,  & 
restraine  it  within  the  bounds  of  a quota  in  tyme  of  war,  & 
is  noe  more  then  yorselves  have  formerly  sent  forth  for 
defence  to  yor  neighbour  governments.  I know  not  what  can 
more  reestablish  & confirme  the  charter,  then  their  Majties 
gracious  expressions  & intentions  to  maintaine  yor  just  rights 
& priviliges,  wch  is  fully  set  forth  in  the  enclosed  letter;  & I 


1 The  signature  has  been  clipped.  [Ed.] 
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may  let  you  know  the  Lords  of  the  Councill  are  well  satis- 
fyed  with  yor  present  administrations,  & you  stand  faire  at 
court,  soe  far  as  I can  understand.  I hope  their  Majties  let- 
ter will  remove  all  former  misunderstandings  & settle  the 
minds  of  the  people,  in  all  respects.  I am  forst  to  omit  some 
perticulers  wch  might  be  incerted  herein,  haveing  been  some 
dayes  under  much  indisposition,  & doe  with  great  difficulty 
write  this  letter,  & can  onely  farther  add  that  I finde  it  im- 
possible to  returne  with  this  oportunety.  An  order  of  Coun- 
cill is  sent  to  the  comander  of  the  ship  who  caryes  the  souldrs 
to  New  York,  to  sayle  with  the  first  winde,  & their  Majties 
letter  being  soe  lately  delivered  to  me,  makes  it  impossible  to 
be  ready  in  soe  few  dayes  tyme;  & soe  must  wait  for  the  first 
opportunety  in  the  spring;  in  the  meane  tyme  I shall  be  ready 
here  to  doe  all  the  service  I can  if  anything  offers  for  yor 
advantage.  I have  not  omitted  any  oportunety  to  promote 
yor  intrest,  & have  done  all  I can  in  the  trust  comitted  to  me  ; 
& if  it  be  acceptable  to  yorselves,  I shall  alwayes  thank  God 
for  the  opportunety  he  has  given  me  to  serve  my  country. 
I shall  hope  to  heare  from  yorselves  by  every  opportunety,  & 
am  much  uneasy  that  I have  not  received  one  word  from 
yorselves  since  I came  into  England.  Many  gentm  here  have 
received  letters  by  New  York,  & severall  other  wayes : a 
vessell  arrived  here  last  weeke  in  a month  from  Boston,  but 
I have  noe  letter  therein.  I gave  yor  Honr  acc*  in  my  last 
what  mony  I had  taken  up  here,  to  be  repaid  at  Boston  wch 
I hope  will  not  be  forgot,  & shall  medle  noe  farther  till  I 
heare  from  yor  selves,  beleiveing  you  will  care  for  me  as  is 
fitting.  I have  now  onely  to  ask  yor  prayers  for  Gods  favour 
& protection,  that  I may  be  preserved  here,  & safely  returned 
to  yorselves,  wch  with  the  prsentment  of  my  humble  service  to 
yor  Honr,  the  Dep.  Govr,  & gentm  of  the  Councill,  is  all  at 
prsent  but  the  assurance  that  I am 

Yor  most  faythfull  serv* 

London  J.  Winthrop. 

Aug.  2d  1694. 

Enclosed  is  a copy  of  their  Maties  letter  to  the  Govr  of 
New  York. 
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[Superscribed]  For  the  Honble  the  Goverr  & Gen11  Assembly 
of  their  Majties  Collony  of  Conecticot  at  Hartford  New 
England. 

[Endorsed]  Reced  June  27  1695. 


ROBERT  TREAT  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS 
OF  TRADE  AND  PLANTATIONS. 

Govr  Treat’s  letter  to  the  Lds  Comissrs  of  Trade  & Plantations, 
dated  October  19th  1694. 

Hartford  Octobr  the  19th,  1694. 
Right  Honble  the  Lords  off  the  Committy  of  Foraigne  Planta- 
tions & Trade: 

These  may  signifie  that  I lately  receved  yours  bearing  date 
ye  eighth  of  Septembr  1693,  wherein  your  Lordships  informs 
of  some  complaints  that  hath  ben  made  to  you  that  the  Acts 
of  Trade  & Navigation  have  ben  very  much  violated  in  this 
theire  Majties  Collony  of  Connecticot;  for  which  information 
I humbly  thank  your  Lordships,  & take  it  as  a greate  favour, 
tho  I know  no  reson  for  such  complaints,  but  do  acknowledg 
that  as  I am  bound  so  shall  be  obedient  to  all  their  Majties 
comands,  and  have  given  orders  to  all  officers  accordingly, 
and  shall  be  assisting  according  to  my  abillity  to  them  therein 
imployed  for  theire  Majties  interest,  & do  subscribe  myself e 
your  Lordships  obedient  servant  to  command, 

Robert  Treat,  Govr  of  their  Matles  Colonie 
of  Conecticut. 


ROBERT  TREAT  AND  THE  COUNCIL 
TO  FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP. 

Hartford  Octobr  19,  1694. 

Honble  Sr.  Your  letters  of  June  4 & July  16th  we  have 
reced,  & are  glad  to  hear  of  your  welfare  & that  you  have 
proceeded  so  far  in  or  affayres,  & trust  through  the  mercy  of 
God  you  will  in  a short  time  obtayne  a good  & comfortable 
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issue  of  our  occasions  under  your  management  & a safe 
return  unto  us  againe,  which  we  pray  God  hasten.  We  are 
well  sattisfyed  with  your  charging  of  a bill  of  one  hundred 
& 30  pownd  upon  or  treasury  wch  will  be  well  payd  to  content, 
& we  shall  readily  take  your  advice  to  be  kind  to  our  neigh- 
bours of  ye  Massachusets  & N.  Yorke,  & accordingly  you  may 
remember  that  as  we  in  or  former  letters  acquainted  you,  we 
had  granted  Col.  Fletcher  60011  out  of  or  country  rate  this 
sumer  pd.  & in  August  last  we  sent  60  men  upon  Col.  Fletchers 
desire  to  wayte  upon  him  while  he  was  treating  with  the  5 
Nations,  which  with  that  part  of  what  we  granted  towards  a 
prsent  that  was  given  to  the  5 Nations  will  amount  to  about 
fouer  hundred  & 50  pownds,  so  that  our  charge  granted 
toward  Albanys  support  wthin  a 12  moneth  will  be  about  1050, 
& we  shall  be  ready  to  doe  our  duty  still  for  the  advancement 
of  there  Maties  interest  & the  defence  of  their  Maties  subjects 
there. 

Sr,  You  are  well  acquainted  with  the  great  cost  & charge 
we  have  bin  out  upon  the  defence  of  Albany  in  former  times 
& ever  since  their  Maties  coming  to  the  crowne,  which  we 
hope  will  be  taken  notice  of  to  our  advantage  notwthstanding 
or  neighbours  endeavours  to  represent  us  as  those  yt  take  no 
care  of  & affoard  litle  towards  the  defence  of  their  Matles 
interest  in  these  American  parts  of  ye  world.  If  it  be  con- 
sidered what  we  have  done  towards  the  defence  of  or  neigh- 
bours in  the  Massachusets  up  the  river  & Albany,  & or  own 
poverty,  we  doubt  not  but  it  will  be  to  the  satisfaction  of  or 
superiors  at  home,  but  we  must  leave  it  to  your  Honor  to 
improve  these  things  so  as  may  be  best  for  our  advantage. 

Sr.  At  this  time  armes  & amunition  are  very  scarce  to 
be  had,  & at  very  dear  rates,  151  a barill  for  gunpowder.  If 
their  Maties  out  of  their  abundant  grace  & bounty  would  be 
pleased  to  grant  us  as  they  shall  see  reason  a supply  of  such 
things  in  this  time  of  war,  we  shall  with  all  humility  & thank- 
fullness  acknowledg  their  bounty  & improve  the  same  against 
their  enemies  & for  the  defence  of  ourselves  & other  their 
Maties  good  subjects  in  these  parts,  we  haveing  exhausted  or 
one  stocks  in  their  Maties  service,  & by  reason  of  blasts  & 
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other  frowns  of  Gods  providence  we  are  brought  very  lowe. 
We  need  not  mention  how  we  lye  open  to  ye  enemy  by  sea  & 
land,  & you  can  fully  informe  that  matter,  & of  or  forts  at 
N.  London  & Saybrook,  & the  charg  we  are  at.  If  any  thing 
could  be  procured  towards  the  supply  of  those  forts  it  will  be 
acceptable. 

Sr.  In  a postscript  to  your  letter  you  are  pleased  to 
mention  to  us  that  the  Earle  of  Arran  hath  layd  claim  to  the 
lands  from  the  east  side  of  Conecticut  River,  Naragansett  & 
Rohd  Island  & those  parts  &c.  to  wch  we  say  that  or  charter 
doth  bear  the  eldest  date.  You  will  finde  that  it  doth  bear 
date  31,  by  the  Earle  of  Warwick,  which  or  Colony  purchased 
December  5 1644,  & hath  been  ever  since  possessed  by  us  & 
confirmed  to  us  by  his  Matie  Charles  the  2d  of  blessed  memory 
Apr  ill  1662,  which  we  conceive  will  clear  up  or  right  & make 
null  the  Earle  of  Arrans  right  to  those  lands.  We  hope  this 
will  be  sufficient  at  present,  but  if  we  know  what  farther  is 
objected  against  us  it  shall  be  or  work  to  send  or  answer  to 
such  objections,  but  we  hope  there  will  be  no  need  of  any 
more  at  present. 

Honble  Sr,  we  are  in  hopes  of  your  return  by  the  next 
ships,  we  shall  therfore  ad  no  more  at  prsent,  but  or  hearty 
respects  to  your  Honor  & or  hearty  thankes  for  your  great 
paynes  & care  of  or  affayres  under  your  care  & management, 
& are  your  most  affectionate  freinds  & servants  ye  Govr  & 
Councill 

^ yr  order  John  Arryn  Secretry. 
[Superscribed]  For  the  Honble  Major  Gen11  John  WinThrop 

Esqr,  London,  ys  present. 
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FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP  TO  ROBERT  TREAT 
AND  THE  COUNCIL. 

Honhle  Sr.  I was  in  great  hope  my  last  letters  of  the  16th 
of  Aug.  would  have  come  to  yor  handes  before  the  returne  of 
the  mast  ships,  by  whom  I hoped  for  the  favour  to  heare 
from  yorselves;  & the  acc*  of  yor  receite  of  their  Majties 
letter  of  the  21st  of  June  by  the  same  ship;  but  Gods  provi- 
dence was  otherwise  determined,  those  ships  being  but  a few 
dayes  at  sea,  met  with  a French  man  of  war  of  fivety  guns, 
& two  privateres,  about  50  leagues  southwest  from  the  Lizard ; 
where  after  a dispute  of  three  houres,  the  French  left  them, 
& our  ships  forst  to  put  into  the  Groine  to  refit  their  man  of 
war,  much  disabled  in  her  masts  &c. : but  that  place  not 
afording  accomodations  for  their  supply,  were  necessited  to 
returne  to  Plimoath  to  be  refitted  before  they  could  procede 
on  their  voyage,  but  hope  they  will  be  ready  to  sayle  with  the 
fleete  now  goeing  to  sea,  wch  consists  of  ships  to  the  West 
Indies,  New  England,  New  York,  Virginia  &c. 

I hope  my  former  letters  by  Mr  George,  & others  by  Mr 
Jackson,  are  come  safe  to  yor  handes;  theirin  I mentioned  the 
report  of  the  Attorny  & Sollicitor  Genlls,  of  the  reference 
from  the  Right  Honble  the  Lords  of  the  Comitte  of  Trade 
& Plantations,  & their  Majtyes  confirmation  thereof,  wch  is 
allsoe  sent  to  you,  & when  their  Majties  letter  comes  to  yor 
handes,  (a  copy  thereof  from  the  origionall  sent  to  you  by 
the  former  ship  is  here  enclosed,)  I hope  all  persons  will  be 
satisfyed  that  their  Majties  are  pleased  to  owne  the  govern- 
ment, & have  regard  to  the  peace  & welfare  thereof. 

I have  heard  noething  farther  about  the  claime  of  my 
Lord  Arran,  wch  I mentioned  in  my  former  letters;  but  the 
King  being  now  returned,  I suppose  some  motions  will  be 
made  therein,  wch  I shall  observe  with  all  the  dilligence  I can, 
& hope  to  be  informed  by  yor  letters,  what  methods  are  fit  to 
be  taken  to  assert  yor  right  in  that  matter.  I am  very  uneasy 
to  be  here  thus  long;  it  was  impossible  to  be  ready  for  the 
last  ships,  & I can  not  be  contented  to  adventure  this  winter 
season;  therefore  must  waite  for  the  oportunety  by  the  mast 
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ships  early  in  the  spring,  wch  are  now  daly  expected,  & hope 
by  them  to  have  the  favour  of  yor  letters,  wch  will  much 
satisfy  me,  haveing  not  received  one  syllable  since  my  coming 
into  England.  I have  not  farther  to  ad,  but  refer  to  my 
former  letters  (these  being  onely  to  cover  the  enclosed  copy 
least  any  accident  should  farther  hapen  to  delay  the  origi- 
onall,)  & to  assure  you  that  I will  be  care  full  in  all  things  wch 
offer  for  yor  service;  wch  with  my  humble  service  to  yor  Honr, 
the  Dep.  Govr,  & gentm  of  the  Councill,  praying  to  be 
recomended  to  Gods  favour  & protection,  is  all  at  prsent  from 
London  Yor  most  faythfull  humble  servant 
Decbr  18th  1694.  J.  Winthrop. 

[Superscribed]  For  the  Honble  the  Govr  & Councill  of  their 

Majtyes  Collony  of  Conecticot,  at  Hartford,  New  England. 

FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP  TO  ROBERT  TREAT 
AND  THE  COUNCIL. 

Honhle  Sr.  The  mast  ships  being  now  ready  to  sayle,  with 
whom  I intended  to  returne,  made  me  hope  I might  wait  upon 
you  assone  as  my  last  letter  of  the  21st  of  May,  by  Captn 
Pincarton,  who  was  lately  at  Plimoth  way  ting  for  a convoy; 
but  it  seemes  expedient  for  yor  service  at  this  juncture  to 
defer  a litle  longer.  The  King  has  given  the  government  of 
the  Mattachusets  to  the  Right  Honble  Richard  Earle  of  Bello- 
mont;  his  lordships  comission  is  preparing,  & will  pas  the 
seale  in  a litle  tyme,  if  more  pressing  affaires  doe  not  delay, 
wch  at  this  tyme  of  the  Kings  absence,  makes  lesser  busines 
move  slowly,  espetially  any  setlement  of  the  Plantations,  wch 
possibly  does  not  here  seeme  soe  presently  necessary.  My 
Lords  comission  will  be  very  large,  & will  goe  over  under 
very  honble  circumstances ; I beleive  equall  with  the  late  Duke 
of  Albemarle  to  Jemaca;  & whatever  will  add  a greatnes  to 
the  Mattathusets  government  will  be  much  indevoured.  The 
government  of  Newhampshire  is  presented  to  the  Lords  of 
the  Comitte  as  too  litle  to  support  its  self,  that  the  inhabitants 
ar  destroyed,  &c.  I was  present  at  that  hearing  before  the 
Lords,  but  it  was  not  issued  at  that  tyme.  I have  wayted 
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upon  my  Lord  Arran,  who  makes  great  acc*  of  his  right  from 
Conecticot  River  eastward  to  Providence  Plantations,  & the 
islands  adjacent.  I am  alltogether  a stranger  in  that  affaire, 
& yorselves  have  not  furnished  me  with  anything  about  it; 
however  I am  doeing  what  I can,  & have  recomended  to 
sever  all  gentm  for  themselves,  & others  in  New  England  pro- 
prietors of  Naroganset,  to  petition  the  King  for  a setlement 
of  that  country,  & his  Majty  has  been  pleased  to  refer  it  to 
the  Right  Honble  the  Lords  of  the  Comittes  who  have  ordered 
the  reference  to  Sr.  Thomas  Trevor  Attorny  Gen11,  to  make 
his  report  thereupon,  & I hope  something  will  be  done  therein. 

I finde  Coll.  Fletcher  has  not  given  the  Lords  of  the 
Comitte  any  acc*  of  yor  assistance  to  him,  wch  was  his  duty 
to  doe;  such  great  disbursments  ought  to  be  knowne  here  as 
they  were  serviceable  to  him.  I hope  their  Majtyes  letter  of 
the  21st  of  June  is  safe  in  yor  handes,  wch  does  confirme  yor 
rights  & priviliges,  & hope  noe  allteration  will  be  made  in  yor 
government  nor  his  lordships  comission  affect  it  to  any  dis- 
advantage; yet  tis  necessary  for  your  service  that  I be  here 
till  the  setlement  of  that  Province  be  over,  wch  I hope  will  not 
be  long. — I way  ted  upon  the  Earle  of  Bellomont  yesterday, 
& his  lordship  proposed  to  me  to  be  ready  about  the  latter 
end  of  August,  & soe  may  reach  the  coast  of  New  England 
before  the  hard  wether  of  that  country  sets  in,  but  if  any- 
thing should  hapen  to  delay  him  beyond  the  fitting  season  of 
the  yeare  (wch  his  lordship  does  not  at  present  forese,)  it  may 
be  questioned  whither  he  will  adventure  before  the  later  end 
of  February,  or  the  begining  of  March.  I am  very  much 
unsatisfyed  with  my  disapointment  of  returneing  with  this 
opportunety,  & hope  yorselves  will  be  satis  fyed  with  the 
reason  wch  does  induce  me  to  it,  & beleive  that  every  thing 
I doe  in  yor  behalf  is  with  sincere  intentions  for  yor  service, 
& noe  other  consideration  in  the  world  would  at  this  tyme 
detaine  me  here.  — I have  given  yor  Honr  all  the  account 
that  I know  of  the  Earle  of  Bellomonts  goeing  to  New 
England;  his  lordship  seemes  to  incline  to  it,  & has  a good 
disposition  to  the  people;  & doubt  not  but  they  will  be  hapy 
in  him.  Everything  lookes  like  a dispatch,  & I see  noething 
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to  delay  it;  yet  all  designes  & the  whole  course  of  affaires  in 
the  world  are  under  the  secret  direction  of  Gods  providence, 
& we  must  submit  to  be  over  ruled  in  our  projections  according 
to  his  good  pleasure. 

I write  this  letter  in  some  hurry  to  send  with  a passenger 
in  one  of  the  mast  shipps;  but  hope  to  have  opportunety  to 
write  farther  before  the  shipps  goe  from  Plimoth,  where  I 
understand  they  will  stay  a litle  while.  I will  trouble  yor 
Honr  noe  farther  at  prsent,  but  the  presentment  of  my  humble 
service,  & to  the  Dep.  Goverr,  & the  gentm  of  the  Councill, 
praying  to  be  recomended  to  Gods  favour  & protection,  & am, 
Yor  Honrs  most  faythfull  humble  send 

Yor  Honrs  most  faythfull  humble  send 
London  J Winthrop. 

July  13th  1695. 

If  it  please  God  that  I doe  not  returne  before  winter  it 
will  be  needfull  to  have  yor  letters  by  all  ships,  & to  the  Lords 
of  the  Comitte,  setting  forth  yor  disbursments,  the  great  waste 
of  yor  armes  & ammunition  for  ye  defence  of  yor  neighbors 
&c.,  & refer  to  yor  agent. 

FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP  TO  JOHN  ALLYN. 

Deare  Sr.  When  I gave  myself  up  to  the  service  of  my 
country,  I could  not  propose  to  be  thus  long  absent,  wch  is 
grevous  to  me,  not  that  I think  the  tyme  long  in  theire  service, 
nor  myself  satisfyed  till  I have  done  all  I can  for  their  hapi- 
nes,  but  am  troubled  to  be  yet  longer  here  without  renewed 
fruite  for  their  advantage.  My  principle  errand  hither  was 
obtayned  in  much  less  tyme  then  was  thought  possible,  & it 
pleased  God  to  succede  therein  beyond  my  expectations,  wch 
were  doubtfull  at  my  first  arrivall;  & I thought  lately  I had 
noething  to  doe  but  to  returne,  & was  ready  to  goe  with  this 
opportunety,  but  the  King  haveing  given  the  governrcd  of  the 
Mattachusets  to  the  Right  Honble  the  Earle  of  Bellomont,  I 
was  doubtfull  his  lordships  comission  might  some  way  or 
other  affect  yor  government;  the  ocean  naturally  swallowes 
up  all  the  rivolets,  & I know  it  would  be  very  acceptable  (& 
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they  say  most  for  every  ones  advantage)  to  make  one  body 
of  all  our  wilderness;  but  I have  noe  care  to  that  projection, 
nor  is  it  my  busines,  but  hope  the  setlement  wch  their  Majties 
made  of  the  militia,  & their  gratious  letter  to  yorselves,  con- 
firming yor  rights  & priviliges,  will  secure  you  in  all  yor 
injoyments;  but  however  tis  prudence  not  to  be  out  of  the 
way  at  this  juncture;  that  if  there  be  occation  I may  answer 
to  any  thing  objected  against  the  government.  I make  noe 
doubt  but  his  lordships  presence  will  make  all  difficultyes  easy 
in  that  government,  & yorselves  will  be  very  hapy  in  soe 
generous  a neighbour. 

My  tyme  spends  apace,  & care  has  worne  me  very  much, 
but  hope  God  will  spare  me.  I long  to  be  with  you,  & to  be 
refresht  with  the  company  of  my  freinds  about  you,  who  I 
hope  doe  not  forget  to  remember  me  in  all  their  devotions; 
to  whom  I desire  you  to  remember  me,  as  greatly  desirous  of 
their  welfare.  I must  trouble  you  noe  farther  at  prsent,  but 
my  respects  to  the  gentm  of  the  Councill  & the  Deputyes,  who 
I hope  are  satisfyed  with  the  setlement  I have  obtayned  for 
them.  Pray  give  my  service  to  the  Reverend  Mr  Hooker, 
Mr  Woodbridg,  Mr  Watson,  &c.  as  you  have  opportunety. 
I mourne  much  for  the  loss  of  Mr  Elliot.  I have  onely  to 
pray  you  to  accept  of  affectionate  salutations  to  yor  self,  to 
Mrs  Allyn  & all  yors,  & am  most  sincerely 
London  Yor  affectionate  serv1 

July  13th  1695  J.  Winthrop. 

Service  to  Cap1  Fich  & Cap1  Nicolls.  I have  sent  some 
Gazets  &c. 

[Superscribed]  For  John  Allyn  Esqr  at  Hartford  New 

England. 


ROBERT  TREAT. 
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ROBERT  TREAT  AND  THE  COUNCIL 
TO  BENJAMIN  FLETCHER.1 

Hartford,  August  29th,  1695. 

Excellent  Sir: 

Your  letter  of  the  19th  instant  is  now  before  us 
and  you  inform  us  we  are  fully  satisfied  of  his  Majesty’s 
commands  and  of  our  quota,  which  is  to  be  120  men,  as  also 
that  your  Excellency  hath  special  directions  that  you  do  not 
command  or  draw  out  more  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut 
then  you  shall  in  proportion  command  or  draw  out  of  the 
militia  of  the  adjacent  Colonies  &c.,  which  we  are  ready  to 
attend,  and  to  join  with  you  and  them  as  occasion  shall  re- 
quire, but  for  us  to  be  called  forth  eight  months  or  more 
before  the  rest  are  called  forth,  we  do  not  see  the  reason  of  it. 
We  return  you  thanks  for  your  promise  of  kindness  or  being 
favorable  to  us  so  that  the  charge  of  the  intended  assistance 
fall  equally  as  designed  which  we  have  no  great  scruple, 
provided  it  be  equally  proportioned,  to  attend. 

As  to  the  French  their  resettlement  of  Caderaque,  it 
cannot  be  thought  they  are  able  to  do  any  thing  there.  Tis 
thought  the  Indians  may  be  sufficient  to  keep  them  off,  besides 
we  understand  by  some  of  Albany  that  there  is  two  hundred 
of  the  friend  Indians  gone  over  the  lake  to  fall  upon  the 
French  which  will  put  them  upon  their  considerations.  But 
as  to  your  persisting  in  laying  your  commands  upon  us  for 
our  quota  of  120  men,  we  can  say  no  other  but  that  if  your 
Excellency  please  to  call  for  our  quota  in  proportion  with  the 
rest  of  the  Colonies  and  Provinces,  we  are  ready  to  do  our 
part,  which  we  judge  is  as  much  as  can  be  required  of  us. 

Sir,  we  must  plainly  tell  you  that  we  are  grown  poor,  we 
cannot  possibly  find  120  men  nine  months  at  Caderaquie  with 
pay,  provision  and  other  incidents.  We  cannot  possibly  do  it, 
and  therefore  may  not  promise  more  than  we  are  capable  of 
doing,  and  yet  would  not  fall  short  of  our  duty  at  this  time 
for  our  own  defence  and  the  releif  of  our  neighbours  up  the 


1 From  a copy  by  Caleb  Stanly  sen. 
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river1  are  forced  to  send  up  thirty  men  to  their  aid,  who  are 
there  now  and  must  continue  still,  besides  the  blast  and  un- 
seasonable weather  hath  not  only  destroyed  the  principal  of 
our  crop  but  hath  disenabled  us  so  that  we  are  not  capable  of 
fulfilling  your  commands  and  therefore  desire  your  Excellency 
to  consider  some  way  for  our  ease. 

Sir,  we  could  not  deny  them  up  the  river  aid,  because  it 
was  upon  our  own  defence,  they  being  our  frontiers,  and  are 
very  much  alarmed  by  the  enemy,  several  friend  Indians  being 
killed  and  some  taken  captive,  and  five  English  being  assaulted 
and  one  wounded  very  much  in  both  his  arms  and  shot  into 
his  body,  going  to  their  mill ; besides  at  another  garrison  about 
Billerica  they  burnt  the  house  and  killed  ten  and  carried  away 
five  more  children,  one  man  lost  his  wife  and  seven  children 
there  upon  which  we  could  not  but  send  them  some  aid  upon 
their  earnest  request,  and  we  pray  your  Excellency  what  are 
imployed  in  this  service  be  part  of  our  quota  by  their  Majes- 
ties appointment. 

As  to  your  soldiers  run  from  their  posts,  we  have  sent 
out  hue  and  crys  to  seize  and  return  them,  and  shall  upon  our 
utmost  prevent  their  escape  both  now  and  for  the  future. 

Excellent  Sir,  we  shall  not  enlarge,  but  request  your 
candid  consideration  of  these  lines,  and  that  you  would  please 
to  be  as  favorable  to  us  as  you  may,  and  be  assured  that  we 
are  your  Excellency’s  most  humble  servants, 

The  Governour  and  Council  of  his  Majesty’s 
Colony  of  Connecticut 
Signed  by  order, 

John  Allyn,  Secr’y. 

[Superscribed]  For  his  Excellency  Coll.  Benj.  Fletcher 
Esquire  Govr  & Capt.  General  of  his  Majestys  Province 
of  New  York  &c,  and  in  Fort  Wm  in  N.  Y.  this  dd. 


1 Sic  punctuatus  I supple  (we)  ubi  signuma  docet? 


benjamin  eeetcher. 
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BENJAMIN  FLETCHER  TO  ROBERT  TREAT.1 

N.  York,  Sept.  2d  1695. 

Sir:  By  the  last  post  I did  expect  your  answer  to  mine 
concerning  your  quota  and  the  deserters  that  are  sheltered  in 
your  Colony.  Having  received  yesterday  the  inclosed  propo- 
sitions from  Albany  I am  now  with  all  expedition  bound 
thither  and  constrained  to  renew  my  application  to  you  and 
urge  your  dispatch  in  sending  up  your  quota  of  men  with  what 
is  necessary  for  them  to  meet  me  there.  I had  appointed  the 
first  of  August  past  for  their  being  at  Albany,  your  nearness 
to  that  garrison  puts  a necessity  upon  me  to  call  for  your  men 
at  this  juncture.  I shall  take  care  they  be  releived  by  the 
remoter  Provinces  in  due  time,  and  that  the  burden  fall  pro- 
portionably. 

I am  Sir  Your  humble  servant, 

[Superscribed]  Connecticut.  For  his  Majesty’s  service  To 
Coll.  Robert  Treat  Govr  of  Connecticut  Colony,  these. 


THE  COLONY  OF  CONNECTICUT  TO 
KING  WILLIAM  III. 

To  the  Most  High  and  Mighty  Prince  William  the  second  of 
England,  Scotland,  France  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender 
of  the  Faith,  &c. 

Your  Majesties  humble,  loyal  and  obedient  subjects  the 
Governour  and  Council  of  your  Colony  of  Connecticott  in 
most  humble  wise  upon  our  bended  knees  doe  thankfully 
acknowledge  your  Majesties  grace  and  goodness  to  your  sub- 
jects in  this  Colony,  Your  Majestys  special  favour  expressed 
in  her  late  Majestys  princely  letter  of  June  1694,  in  the  sixth 
year  of  your  Majesties  reign,  in  granting  such  restrictions  to 
Colonel  Fletchers  commission  as  in  your  wisdom  you  saw 
meet,  as  also  therein  was  manifested  to  us  your  royal  inten- 
tions to  continue  your  royal  protection  to  this  Colony  in  the 
maintaining  of  all  our  just  rights  and  privileges.  Your 


1 From  a copy  by  Capt.  Caleb  Stanly. 
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Majestys  grace  and  bounty  to  us  therein  lays  a firm  obligation 
upon  our  hearts  to  manifest  our  duty  and  loyalty  to  your 
Majestie,  according  as  we  are  always  bound,  and  by  reason  of 
the  providence  of  God  frowning  upon  us  this  last  year  by 
frosts  and  unseasonable  weather,  thereby  taking  from  us  our 
most  principal  grain,  cutting  us  so  short  that  we  cannot  fetch 
in  such  supply  as  in  other  years,  as  also  the  constant  expence 
of  anmunition  we  are  under  in  maintaining  our  forts  and  in 
the  necessary  relief  we  often  afford  to  our  frontier  towns  and 
your  Majesties  government  of  New  York.  We  humbly  pray 
that  of  your  royal  bounty  your  Majestie  would  please  to 
bestow  some  arms  and  ammunition  upon  us,  whereby  we  may 
be  inabled  to  defend  ourselves  with  other  of  your  Majesties 
good  subjects  and  destroy  your  Majesties  enemies,  which  is 
the  end  for  which  we  desire  them  and  the  only  way  we  shall 
improve  them:  and  your  petitioners  shall  ever  pray  for  your 
Majesties  prosperity,  long  life,  and  the  increase  of  your  glory, 
here  and  for  ever. 

Hartford,  October  28,  1695. 


ROBERT  TREAT  AND  THE  COUNCIL  TO 
EITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP.1 

Hartford,  Octobr  28,  1695. 

Honourable  Sr.  Your  letters  of  July  13  1695,  we  received 
on  the  23d  of  this  month  of  October,  whereby  we  are  informed 
that  we  can  have  litle  expectation  of  your  coming  over  before 
winter,  & we  are  fully  sattisfyed  with  the  reasons  you  give 
for  your  stay,  & pray  your  patientce,  (though  doubtless  it  will 
not  be  without  damage  to  your  own  concernes,)  & helpfull- 
nesse  to  promoate  our  welfare  in  every  thing  that  may  con- 
cern our  good.  You  being  upon  the  place  may  see  & know  of 
opportuneties  to  obviat  or  turn  aside  that  which  might  prove 
prjudiciall  to  us,  which  we  should  never  see  nor  think  nor 
here  of  before  it  was  to  late  to  prevent  it. 


1 Draught  by  Secretary  Allyn. 
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Sr.  We  have  so  good  experience  of  your  good  conduct 
& the  good  success  God  hath  given  you  hitherto  in  the 
management  of  what  hath  been  comitted  to  your  care  by  us, 
that  we  canot  but  request  that  you  would  be  pleased  still  to 
doe  for  us  what  you  can  dureing  your  stay  in  England  to 
promoat  or  welfare,  & to  prevent  what  may  be  prejudiciall  to 
us.  And  we  hope  God  may  graciously  be  pleased  to  accom- 
plish the  worke  you  have  under  hand  that  you  may  be  ready 
to  return  with  his  lordship  the  Earle  of  Bellomont  in  the 
spring,  & we  rejoyce  to  hear  the  good  carracter  you  give  his 
lordship  of  his  good  dissposition  to  the  people  here,  who  we 
hope  will  be  happy  under  his  goverment,  & we  shall  rejoyce 
in  his  good  neighbourhood  & doe  our  utmost  to  keep  a good 
correspondency  with  his  lordship  & goverment,  which  please 
to  acquaint  his  lordship  with. 

As  touching  my  Lord  Arrans  his  clayme  to  those  lands 
you  mention  from  Conecticutt  River  eastward  to  Providence 
Plantations,  it  had  a hearing  in  the  year  1683,  before  Govr 
Cranfeild  by  order  from  his  Matie.  Yourselfe  is  not  un- 
acquainted therewith,  nor  the  issue  or  report  by  him  made 
the  coppyes  whereof  you  will  herewith  receive,  & we  hope  our 
right  will  remayn  firm,  his  lordships  grant  being  of  a latter 
date  then  or  grant,  which  was  made  to  my  Rord  Say  &c. 

Respecting  Col.  Fletcher,  we  have  attended  your  advice  & 
been  as  neighbourly  as  we  could  to  him.  In  Feb.  7,  1693/4, 
or  Generali  Court  granted  him  six  hundred  pound  in  pro- 
vision pay,  which  was  duely  payd  as  he  sent  vessels  for  it,  & 
about  August  1694,  upon  Col.  Fletchers  order  Capt.  Wads- 
worth & 60  sentinells  besides  other  officers  & two  commis- 
sioners with  their  attendants  the  whole  charge  with  ammuni- 
tion & damage  to  armes  & horse  hyer  & our  part  of  the 
present  given  the  5 Nations,  the  whole  charge  amounted  to 
five  hundred  pound  & six  shillings,  which  makes  eleven 
hundred  pound  & six  shillings.  We  have  allso  been  out  for 
the  releife  of  our  neighbours  above  at  Deerfeild  in  March 
94/5,  16011,  & in  Sept.  & October  95,  Lut.  Hollister  with  30 
sentinels  & other  officers  to  guard  them  while  yy  gathered 
their  harvest  there,  expences  cost  9011,  which  amounts  to 
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25011,  & then  we  prepared  men  to  assist  the  gaily,  the  charge 
whereof  amounts  to  5011  May  95.  The  whole  amounts  to 
fourteen  hundred  pounds  six  shillings  besides  charge  of  posts 
& other  incidents,  which  we  cannot  at  present  reckon.  The 
whole  besides  what  charge  we  formerly  were  out  amounts  to 
fourteen  hundred  pounds  six  shillings.  He  hath  since  often 
called  upon  us  for  men  to  assist  him,  once  upon  an  idle  reporte 
of  a cannoe  seen  upon  the  lake  he  sent  for  or  whole  quota  of 
120  men  to  be  at  Albany  in  August  last,  with  armes,  provi- 
sion & all  other  incidents.  We  alwayes  were  ready  to  assist 
him  as  we  could,  but  we  findeing  that  his  Matie  ordered  his 
Excelency  to  call  forth  no  more  of  or  quota  then  he  did  of 
the  neighbour  Provinces,  we  delayed  sending  any  more  for  we 
are  so  poore  by  reason  of  a great  frost  that  was  in  the  begin- 
ing  of  September  last,  which  spoyled  our  Indian  corn  & the 
fruits  of  the  trees,  that  we  are  much  impoverished  thereby  & 
are  not  capeable  of  our  provideing  provission  for  to  send 
souldiers  forth  for  any  time  of  continuance,  nor  yet  to  pro- 
vide armes  & ammunition  for  them,  & therefore  if  you  please, 
we  request  you  to  petition  his  Matie  to  afoarde  us  some  releife 
by  granting  us  armes  & amunition  by  the  first  conveyance,  & 
we  doe  promise  they  shall  be  improved  for  his  Maties  service 
in  the  releife  of  his  good  subjects  & the  suppressing  of  his 
enemies,  according  to  our  utmost  power  & abillity. 

We  know  your  long  stay  in  England  hath  been  very 
expensive  to  your  Honor,  but  you  not  giveing  us  an  acco* 
thereof  we  have  don  nothing  in  it  untill  now,  & now  by  this 
conveyance  we  shall  transmit  unto  you  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  pound  sterling  or  thereabout,  which  is  as  much  as  we 
could  on  this  suddain  procure,  we  being  fully  perswaded  that 
your  Honor  would  com  over  with  the  mast  ships  this  time  but 
we  being  disapoynted  therein  doe  heartily  submit  to  the  provi- 
dence of  God  therein,  not  knowing  but  it  may  be  for  our 
advantage. 

You  will  herewith  receive  or  address  to  his  Matie  & to 
the  Lords  of  the  Comittee  for  forreign  Plantations,  which 
please  to  peruse  & if  you  find  any  thing  amisse  in  them  we 
leave  it  wholly  with  yourselfe  to  modelize  & disspose  them  so 
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as  may  best  fit  them  for  a presentation  as  they  are  directed. 

You  will  find  Col.  Fletcher  (as  we  hear)  making  com- 
plaint against  us,  but  he  haveing  so  many  souldiers  sent  over 
by  his  Matie  which  are  under  his  comand,  we  take  it  that  it 
is  not  his  Maties  intendment  that  we  must  garison  his  townes 
but  only  upon  an  invasion  assist  him,  which  we  are  alwayes 
ready  to  doe.  We  allso  look  upon  it  hard  that  we  must 
victuall  or  men  & afoard  them  armes  & amunition  when  they 
are  in  his  service  & Colony,  he  being  supplyed  with  armes  & 
ammunition  out  of  the  Kings  stores.  In  August  94,  Capt. 
Stanly  & myself  were  sent  up  to  Albany  to  assist  him  in  a 
treaty  with  the  Five  Nations,  but  we  were  fayn  to  spend  our 
owne  money  & payd  for  our  victualls  & drinck  all  the  while 
we  were  there  & both  out  & home,  & allso  for  the  officers  & 
souldiers  that  he  sent  for  to  guard  him  while  he  treated  the 
Five  Nations  which  were  sixty  men  besides  officers;  & though 
the  natives  prsented  him  with  a considerable  present  which 
was  judged  to  be  worth  about  two  hundred  pounds,  yet  Col. 
Fletcher  kept  the  whole  of  it  & gave  nothing  of  it  to  us  nor 
to  Major  Townesend  & Captn  Sewell,  who  were  sent  from 
Boston  to  him.  It  may  doe  well  if  you  could  gain  his  Matles 
pleasure  in  those  two  things,  whether  we  must  send  or  whole 
quota  of  120  men  whenever  he  calls  whither  there  be  an 
invassion  or  not,  & whither  any  other  send  or  no ; & whether 
we  must  find  or  men  provission  & ammunition  all  the  while 
they  are  out  & in  their  quarters.  Your  Honor  knowes  the 
upper  townes  are  as  open  to  the  enemy  & more  open  then 
Albany,  & as  we  have  bin  informed  as  neer  the  French  as 
Albany,  & they  are  as  it  were  our  frontiers,  & they  are  so 
remoat  from  the  Massachuset  that  they  canot  send  them  re- 
lee fe  when  they  need  it  wither  those  by  us  imployed  upon 
there  necessity  may  not  goe  on  as  part  of  our  quota.  We 
have  twice  bin  fain  to  send  up,  besides  what  is  before 
mentioned  in  this  letter,  about  one  hundred  dragones  & 
troopers  with  short  & long  armes  who  have  made  such  de- 
spatch that  they  have  been  at  Dearefeild  in  less  then  24 
houres  after  they  have  posted  to  us  the  newes  of  an  assault 
made  upon  them.  These  things  we  thought  meet  to  lay  before 
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your  Honour,  & leave  it  with  you  to  make  such  improvement 
on  the  whole  as  in  your  wisdom  you  shall  thinke  meet.  Allso 
we  thought  good  to  desire  you  to  make  choyse  of  some  fayth- 
full  freind  that  may  hold  correspondence  wth  yourselfe  & us 
& may  be  able  to  act  for  us  if  occassion  should  call  for  it, 
when  you  are  com  of  & returned  home.  One  thing  we  have 
omitted,  & that  is  posibly  Col.  Fletcher  may  complayn  some 
of  his  men  fled  from  ther  posts  & were  entertayned  <jj9  us ; as 
sone  as  we  heard  thereof  we  presently  sent  forth  hue  & cryes 
to  attach  & return  them,  & we  know  not  of  any  one  of  them 
in  or  Colony,  & if  we  doe  hear  of  any  of  them  we  shall  not 
be  wanting  to  return  them. 

If  there  be  a diffitiency  in  or  charter  in  not  granting 
liberty  to  put  to  death  for  capitall  offences,  we  heartily  desire 
it  may  be  supplyed  or  som  possitive  order  may  be  given  how 
such  mallefactors  shall  be  disposed  of. 

We  had  in  or  adress  to  his  Matie  shewd  or  sence  & sorow 
for  the  death  of  the  Queen,  but  fearing  it  being  so  long  since 
it  might  be  to  unseasonable,  therfore  we  did  omit  it  & leave 
it  to  your  better  judgment  to  act  as  you  find  most  expedient. 

Sr,  We  shall  not  enlarge,  but  comend  you  to  the  grace  of 
God  & his  protection,  & pray  for  your  safe  return  in  Gods 
good  time  & are  your  most  affectionate  freind  the  Govr  & 
Councill  of  Conecticutt 

yr  order  signed  John  Allyn  Secretry 
[Superscribed]  For  the  Honble  Major  Gen11  Fitz  John  Win- 

Throp  these  prsent  in  London. 


FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP  TO  ROBERT  TREAT 
AND  THE  COUNCIL. 

Honble  Sr.  In  my  last  of  July  13th,  I did  present  to  your 
Honr  that  the  King  had  given  the  government  of  the  Matta- 
chusets  to  the  Right  Honble  Richd  Earle  of  Bellomont,  & that 
his  lordship  was  prepareing  to  be  ready  before  winter,  & that 
I thought  it  fit  to  defer  my  returne  till  the  affaires  of  that 
government  (soe  nere  you)  were  fully  setled,  which  I hoped 
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then  would  be  issued  in  a litle  tyme;  but  the  pressing  affaires 
for  the  King’s  service  whilst  his  Majty  was  in  Flanders,  made 
their  Excellencyes  the  Lords  Justices  move  but  slowly  to 
finish  his  lordships  comission;  but  tis  thought  now,  noething 
will  hapen  to  divert  his  dispatch  early  in  the  spring;  & hope 
to  have  opportunety  of  a passage  at  the  same  tyme.  I think 
myself  very  unhapy  that  I have  not  the  favour  of  your  let- 
ters, haveing  received  but  one  from  yorself  & the  Councill 
since  my  being  in  England;  & not  onely  for  my  perticuler 
satisfaction  to  heare  of  your  welfare  & the  prosperity  of  the 
country,  but  allsoe  to  have  your  opinion  of  their  Majtyes 
setlement  of  the  militia  & their  gratious  letter  sent  unto  you; 
but  not  haveing  your  letters,  it  makes  me  very  uneasy,  & it 
lookes  here  something  strange  that  I saye  noething  in  yor 
behalf ; which  I have  omitted,  hopeing  upon  the  arrivall  of 
every  ship  to  have  yor  perticuler,  renewed  comandes,  wch 
might  inable  me  to  insinuate  farther  for  your  service  & make 
returnes  for  such  grace  & favour  as  has  been  already  sent 
unto  you.  Custome  here  makes  such  duty  expected,  & it  is 
not  safe  or  considerate,  to  omit  any  thing  which  might 
strengthen  your  intrest,  or  beget  a good  opinion  of  your 
government,  in  such  as  have  the  power  to  doe  good  or  hurt 
unto  you.  I was  in  hope  allsoe  to  receive  your  humble  adres 
to  the  King  condoleing  the  sad  loss  of  the  Queene,  wch  may 
be  taken  notice  off  here,  since  the  smallest  corporation  has 
indevoured  to  be  first  & most  sorrowfull  in  expressions  & 
sence  of  that  great  loss,  & your  distance  from  hence  is  but 
litle  excuse.  I know  not  how  yourselves  may  resent  that  I 
omitted  to  returne  with  the  last  ships;  but  hope  it  is  beleived 
that  I did  it  sincerely  for  the  best,  & had  the  opinion  of  such 
persons  as  yourselves  would  have  estemed.  I think  it  very 
long  till  it  please  God  to  returne  me  to  yourselves,  & hope 
your  Honr  & the  Gen11  Assembly  will  beleive  that  I have  been 
faythfull  to  the  trust  reposed  in  me,  & that  noething  has  been 
wanting  in  me,  to  promote  your  intrest  in  the  station  you  have 
put  me  here.  I am  impatient  till  the  arrivall  of  the  mast  fleet, 
by  whom  I will  no  doubt  to  have  yor  letters,  & then  shall 
governe  myself  according  to  your  comandes  therein;  in  the 
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meane  tyme  if  any  mention  be  made  of  yourselves  here  to  any 
disadvantage,  I shall  answere  in  your  behalf  as  much  as  I am 
able.  I have  now  onely  (as  the  custome  here)  to  wish  yor 
Honr  a hapy  new  yeare,  & to  the  governnT  many  hundred, 
& forever  prosperous  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  liber tyes,  & 
that  I may  have  your  prayers  for  Gods  favour  to  me,  that  I 
may  be  preserved  & returned  in  safety;  which  with  my  humble 
service  to  your  Honr,  the  Dep.  Govr  & the  gentm  of  the  Coun- 
cil, & respectfull  salutations  to  the  Deputyes,  is  all  the  trouble 
at  present  from  Your  most  faythfull  serv* 

[London  December  22,  1695.]  [J.  Winthrop.]1 

Sr.  My  stay  here  brings  a farther  charge  upon  me  & 
have  been  forst  to  take  up  one  hundred  poundes  of  the  Cor- 
poration for  130  to  be  paid  at  Boston  & have  drawne  a bill 
upon  yorselves  for  paym*  of  it,  wch  I desire  may  not  be 
neglected 

[Superscribed]  For  the  Honble  the  Governour  & Councill  of 
his  Majties  Collony  of  Conecticot  at  Hartford  New 
England. 


FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP  TO  ROBERT  TREAT 
AND  THE  COUNCIL. 

Honble  Sr.  Since  my  last  of  Dec.  22th  I have  recd  a letter 
from  your  Honr  & the  Councill  of  Oct.  28th,  & am  glad  to 
heare  a generall  welfare  & good  disposition  in  every  part  of 
the  government.  I am  surprised  to  heare  Coll.  Fletchers 
eager  demand  of  your  quota,  to  such  purpose  as  he  mentions 
to  your  selves.  I am  sure  such  assistance  was  never  intended 
here,  & onely  provided  against  extraordinary  occation,  but  in 
this  matter  I shall  apply  myself  to  the  King,  & if  possible  let 
you  know  farther  before  the  ships  goe  from  Portsmouth, 
these  being  onely  to  acknowledge  the  favour  of  your  letters 
& the  care  yourselves  have  taken  for  my  accomodation  here; 


1 The  date  and  signature  have  been  cut  off  probably  by  or  for  some 
autograph  collector. 
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half  of  which  is  come  to  my  handes  by  bill  of  exchange  from 
my  brother,  but  the  other  part,  sent  by  Capt  Eldrid  is  doubt- 
full,  here  being  yet  noe  newes  of  him.  I have  now  onely  to 
ad  the  tender  of  my  humble  service  & the  assurance  that  I am 
yor  most  faythfull  send 

London  J.  Winthrop. 

Feb.  5th  1695. 

[Superscribed]  For  the  Honble  the  Govr  & Councill  of  his 
Majtyes  Collony  of  Conecticot  at  Hartford  New  England. 


FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP  TO  ROBERT  TREAT. 

Honble  Sr.  The  sorrow  wch  I am  under,  & my  present 
weaknes,  makes  it  difficult  for  me  to  wright  at  this  tyme;  & 
impossible  to  write  much.  It  hath  pleased  God  to  visit  me 
with  sicknes.  A malignant  fevour,  even  at  the  very  tyme  of 
my  preparation  for  my  returne  to  New-England;  soe  that  I 
can  have  noe  hopes  to  make  an  adventure  with  the  ships  now 
ready  to  sayle.  I am  under  the  governm*  of  a mercifull 
hand,  which  hath  hitherto  saved  me,  & I must  not  dispare. 
I hope  the  most  dangerous  houre  is  past,  yet  under  exceding 
weaknes;  & soe  much,  as  my  heart  & hand  doe  allmost  fayle 
me.  I made  all  the  hast  I could  after  my  receite  of  yor  let- 
ters, to  petition  the  King  for  redres  against  Coll.  Fletchers 
unreasonable  demandes;  such  as  were  never  drempt  off  here; 
& his  Majty  was  pleased  to  refer  the  petition  to  the  Right 
Honble  the  Lords  of  the  Comitty  of  Trade  & Plantations,  but 
noething  could  be  done  therein  at  that  tyme ; soe  much  greater 
busines  intervening;  but  if  it  please  God  that  I recover,  I will 
doe  all  that  I can  about  it.  I can  not  add  farther  in  this  mat- 
ter, nor  anything  elce;  my  indisposition  is  hard  upon  me,  & 
my  apprehension  of  being  left  here  is  grevous  beyond  expres- 
sion. I can  onely  pray  to  be  recomended  to  the  mercy  of 
God,  his  favour  & preservation  & desire  you  to  be  assured, 
however  it  shall  please  God  to  deale  with  me,  that  I will  leave 
noe  intanglement  upon  yorselves  here;  wch  with  my  humble 
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service  to  yor  Honr,  the  Dep.  Govr  & gent,  of  the  Councill,  is 
all  at  present  from, 

London  Yor  Honrs  most  faythfull  serv* 

May  23d  1696.  J.  Winthrop. 

[Superscribed]  For  the  Honble  Robert  Treat  Esqr,  Govr  of 
his  Majtyes  Collony  of  Conecticot,  at  Hartford  New 
England. 


FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP  TO  ROBERT  TREAT 
AND  THE  COUNCIL. 

Honble  Sr.  In  my  last  letter  of  the  23th  of  May,  was  pre- 
sented to  yor  Honr  that  it  pleased  God  to  visit  me  with  sick- 
nes,  allmost  to  death;  the  danger  of  a cruell  feavor  was  upon 
me,  & made  me  allmost  dispare;  but  by  infinite  mercy  I am 
yet  spared,  the  advice  of  the  phisitons  caryed  me  into  the 
country,  as  soone  as  I was  able,  hopeing  the  change  of  ayre 
& my  retirement  from  the  noise  & hurry  of  the  citty  might 
conduce  to  my  recovery  wch  I found  very  successful;  & I 
thank  God  I am  now  in  pritty  good  health.  I came  hither 
yesterday  upon  advice  of  this  opportunity,  to  let  yor  Honr 
know  of  my  recovery,  & that  as  soone  as  it  may  be  convenient 
I shall  aply  myself  to  the  Lords  of  the  Comitte  for  their 
consideration  of  my  petition  to  the  King,  respecting  Coll. 
Fletcher’s  demand  of  your  quota,  wch  his  Majesty  was 
pleased  to  refer  to  their  lordship’s  consideration.  I cannot  at 
present  se  any  disadvantage  to  yor  selves  here  by  refuseing 
his  unreasonable  demande,  being  contrary  to  her  late  Maties 
comand,  & besides  that,  it  is  a designe  wholy  impractacable  & 
can  be  onely  to  make  yorselves  uneasy  & draw  from  you  con- 
stant supplyes,  such  as  may  be  improved  to  better  advantage 
for  his  Maties  service  & the  safety  of  the  people  in  yor  owne 
government,  wch  lye  open  to  danger  of  the  enemy;  but  I hope 
Coll.  Fletcher  will  not  trouble  you  farther  with  such  unreason- 
able proposalls,  the  late  Quenes  letter  respecting  this  matter 
is  in  his  handes  & does  fully  direct  him,  of  which  I sent  you 
a copy.  It  will  be  acceptable  to  doe  all  that  you  can  for  his 
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Majestyes  service  & the  assistance  of  yor  neighboures,  but 
what  is  unreasonable  I hope  will  not  be  expected  from  you. 
I have  herewith  sent  you  an  Act  of  Parliament,  for  prevent- 
ing fraudes  & regulateing  abuses  in  the  Plantation  trade  &c. 
wherein  is  added  that  all  governrs  nominated  & apointed  by 
such  as  clame  any  right  or  propriety  in  any  tract  of  landes, 
by  charter,  or  letters  pattents,  shall  be  approved  of  by  his 
Majesty;  this  claues  seemes  to  include  yorselves  in  the  Act, 
but  might  be  perticulerly  intended  by  the  Parliament  for  such 
proprietors  as  have  power  to  apoint  & setle  governrs  for  terme 
of  yeares,  not  for  such  as  make  a yearly  choise  of  their  govr, 
who  cannot  (sometymes)  have  opportunety  for  his  Majestyes 
approbation,  before  a new  choise  be  made  for  the  next  yeare. 
I suppose  noe  law  does  oblige  to  impossibilityes,  & I hope 
this  will  not  affect  you  to  any  disadvantage;  but  I shall 
industriously  enquire  of  good  councill  how  far  that  claues  in 
the  act  may  concerne  yorselves.  My  sicknes  hindered  me 
from  solliciting  upon  the  account  of  yor  last  letters,  but  made 
a good  step  to  it  by  my  petition  to  the  King,  & hope  God’s 
providence  will  order  all  thinges  for  the  best.  The  Lord 
Bellomont  is  gon  into  Ireland  to  settle  his  affaires  there,  & 
is  expected  in  a months  tyme  & will  then  I suppose  prepare 
for  N.  England.  I am  sorry  for  the  loss  of  yor  mony  in 
Eldridg,  it  would  have  been  very  welcome  to  me  now  in  this 
most  difficult  tyme,  noe  money  to  be  procured  upon  any 
account,  the  best  debts  are  paid  onely  in  bank  bills,  yet  not 
soe  currant  for  small  sufhs  as  old  Mr  Bryants  bill.  I think 
the  tyme  very  long  till  it  please  God  to  returne  me  to  yor- 
selves,  & noething  can  be  more  desired,  & if  it  please  God,  I 
shall  take  the  first  good  oportunety,  of  which  I must  pray  yor 
leave  to  consider.  I will  not  trouble  yor  Honr  farther  at 
prsent  but  my  humble  service,  & to  the  Deputy  Govr  & gentm 
of  the  Councill,  & respectfull  salutations  to  the  Deputyes, 
praying  to  be  recomended  to  Gods  favour  & protection,  I am, 
London,  Yor  Honrs  most  faythfull  serv* 

July  5th  1696.  J.  Winthrop. 

[Superscribed]  For  the  Honble  the  Govr  & Councill  of  his 
Majties  Collony  of  Conecticot  at  Hartford  New  England. 
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ROBERT  TREAT  AND  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 
TO  KING  WILLIAM  III.1 

To  the  High  and  Mighty  Prince  William,  the  3d,  of  England, 
Scotland,  France  and  Ireland  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith 
&c. 

The  humble  address  of  your  Majestys  loyall  and  duty  full 
subjects  the  Governour,  Assistants  and  Deputies  of  your 
Majestys  General  Assembly  in  this  your  Colony  of  Connecti- 
cott,  assembled  in  Hartford  this  8th  day  of  October,  in  the  8th 
year  of  your  Majesties  reign, — Humbly  sheweth. 

That  upon  the  notice  the  Honourable  Lords  of  your 
Majesties  Council  by  their  letter  of  the  10th  of  March  1695/6, 
gave  us  an  account  of  a most  horrible  and  detestable  plot  to 
assassinate  your  Majestys  royal  person,  and  for  the  subdueing 
your  Majestys  Kingdoms  by  the  French  in  conjunction  with 
other  conspirators,  it  was  matter  of  great  sorrow  to  us.  But 
when  we  understood  that  the  influences  of  Divine  Providence 
had  most  graciously  discovered  and  prevented  the  same  mis- 
cheif,  it  filled  our  hearts  with  joy  and  our  mouths  with  praise 
to  the  Most  High  God  for  this  so  great  a deliverance,  and  do 
upon  our  bended  knees  congratulate  your  Majestys  happy 
deliverance  and  your  three  Kingdoms;  and  we  shall  ever  be 
rendering  our  praises  to  Almighty  God  for  the  same,  and  also 
for  your  Majestys  care  and  regard  to  your  subjects  in  this 
American  wilderness,  by  informing  us  of  the  danger  that  the 
enemy  threatens  us  with  and  advising  us  to  use  means  for  our 
preservation  and  security,  with  a gracious  promise  of  being 
assistant  to  us  as  there  shall  be  occasion.  The  goodness  of 
God  herein  appearing  is  so  great  that  we  can  never  enough 
adore  and  bless  him  for.  [A]nd  we  do  see  our  selves  highly 
obliged  to  ply  the  throne  of  grace  and  humbly  to  beg  the  Most 
High  continually  to  defend  your  Majestys  person  from  the 
rage  and  malice  of  all  your  enemies  and  direct  your  councils 
into  those  ways  that  may  be  most  for  Gods  glory  and  the 
advancement  of  the  Kingdom  and  interest  of  Jesus  Christ, 


1 From  a copy  signed  by  Secretary  Kimberly. 
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That  you  may  subdue  your  enemies,  and  be  prospered  in  your 
armies  by  sea  and  land,  That  you  may  long  live  to  be  a 
Defender  of  the  Faith  and  of  your  Majestys  good  subjects 
throughout  your  dominions. 

May  it  please  your  Majesty,  We  humbly  pray  your 
favour  and  protection  may  be  continued  to  us  in  the  full  and 
free  injoyment  of  all  our  priviledges  and  liberties  conferred 
upon  us  by  his  Majesty  Charles  the  2d,  of  happy  memory,  in 
his  royal  Charter;  and  we  your  Majestys  loyal  subjects  shall 
be  ready  at  all  times  with  our  lives  and  estates  to  the  utmost 
of  our  abilities  to  serve  your  Majesty,  and  for  the  mutual 
defence  of  our  fellow  subjects  of  the  neighbouring  Colonies 
and  Provinces  of  New  England  and  New  York,  according 
as  need  may  be  and  our  capacity  will  allow,  and  to  that  end 
readily  and  cheerfully  obey  at  all  times  such  orders  and  direc- 
tions as  your  Majesty  in  your  princely  wisdom  shall  judge 
requisite  for  your  service  and  the  common  safety.  And  for 
your  Majesty  we  shall  always  pray  and  rest  your  Majestys 
loyal  and  faithful  subjects, 

The  Governour  and  General  Assembly  of  your  Majestys 

Colony  of  Connecticut. 

By  order  of  the  Governour  and  General  Assembly, 
Signed  ^ ErEazar  Kimberry,  Secretary. 


ROBERT  TREAT  AND  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 
TO  FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP.1 

Hartford  Octobr  1696. 

Honord  Sr.  Your  letters  of  Decemb.  22,  95,  & of  Feb.  5, 
95/6,  & of  May  23d,  96,  are  com  safe  to  us,  & we  rejoyce  in 
them  to  hear  of  your  welfare  & that  you  are  in  a hopfull  way 
of  recovery  from  a dangerous  sicknesse  & doe  count  ourselves 
greatly  oblidged  to  bless  & prays  the  Lord  for  his  goodnes 
towards  you  & us  therein.  We  had  expectations  of  your 
return  the  last  fall,  but  were  disapoynted  therein,  but  we 


1 Draught  by  Col.  John  Allyn. 
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know  not  but  it  is  for  the  best  & that  by  your  stayeing  there 
you  may  prevent  some  inconveniencies  that  might  otherwise 
have  overtaken  us,  & especiall  now  New  York  agents  are  at 
court  & posibly  to  move  against  us,  & we  doubt  not  but  your 
Honor  will  allways  be  ready,  as  there  is  opportunety,  to  move 
at  court  on  our  behalf e & to  prevent  the  designes  of  any 
against  us  to  or  damage.  Coll.  Fletcher  is  allwayes  troubling 
us  with  his  letters  & calling  for  or  quota  for  his  assistance 
upon  every  flying  report  of  Indians  or  others.  This  sumer 
he  sent  for  or  quota  of  men,  we  sent  him  sixty  men  under  the 
comand  of  Captn  Wm  Whiting,  who  marched  so  farr  as  Wyan- 
tenak  (a  place  your  Honor  well  knowes)  & there  a post  wch 
we  sent  to  Albany  to  see  what  danger  they  were  in  met  or 
captain  & souldiers  upon  there  march  towards  Albany,  with  a 
letter  from  Collo.  Fletcher  wherein  he  informed  us  that  the 
enemie  was  retreated  & so  he  (for  or  ease)  dismist  them, 
but  as  soon  as  they  were  com  home  he  sends  for  them  again, 
but  we  could  not  learn  any  great  danger  they  were  in,  & our 
neighbours  up  the  river  having  ben  assaulted  & 6 persons 
slayn  & 4 captivated,  & so  at  New  Roxbury  the  people  being 
alarmed  by  the  enemie  who  killed  two  men  & 3 children,  we 
sent  forth  about  sixty  men  to  their  releife,  who  persued  but 
could  not  com  up  with  them;  since  the  enemie  kild  one  neer 
Hadley  & shot  at  divers  travelling  betweene  town  & town,  & 
the  people  being  distressed  by  these  things  sent  to  us  for 
relei f the  last  week  & then  we  sent  up  forty  men  to  their 
relief,  which  must  stay  there  till  ye  winter  comes  in  to  prevent 
there  passage  over  the  lake  & down  our  rivers ; all  which  puts 
us  to  great  charge  & yet  or  neighbours  on  both  hands  doe  not 
thinke  we  doe  enough  for  them,  & therefore  there  is  very 
great  need  of  your  Honors  petitioning  his  Matie  for  redress 
against  Col.  Fletcher’s  unreasonable  demandes,  that  so  we 
may  playnly  be  informed  of  or  duty  & be  inabled  to  attend  it, 
& so  be  freed  from  the  troubles  of  his  demandes,  which  are 
so  often  that  we  are  faine  to  have  so  many  meetings  to  answer 
him  that  it  brings  charge  as  well  as  trouble  to  us. 

Sr,  We  doe  not  fully  understand  what  Col.  Fletcher’s 
agents  have  or  will  object  against  us,  but  last  year  we  sent 
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sundry  of  his  letters  & or  answers,  by  which  you  will  under- 
stand something  of  his  maner  of  treating  us,  & at  this  time 
you  will  allso  receive  some  late  letters  & demands  of  his  & 
our  answers  to  them,  which  will  give  you  more  light  in  those 
affayres. 

Sr,  We  have  allso  inclosed  an  Adress  to  his  Matie  which 
we  request  you  to  puse  & if  you  approve  thereof  to  prsent  his 
Matle  with  it,  & if  you  dislike  it  we  leave  it  with  you  by  good 
advice  to  prepare  & present  his  Matie  with  an  address  in  or 
behalf es,  & to  doe  what  farther  shall  be  needfull  for  you  as 
or  agent  to  doe  for  us. 

Sr,  You  may  remember  in  or  address  to  his  Matie  Octobr 
28  1695,  we  petitioned  his  Matie  to  bestow  some  armes  & 
ammunition  upon  us  wherby  we  might  be  able  to  defend 
orselves  & neighbours  & offend  or  enemies,  but  you  mention 
nothing  to  us  in  your  letters  whither  you  did  present  it  nor 
how  it  was  accepted;  therefore  if  it  be  not  don  we  desire  y* 
you  would  doe  it  yet  if  you  think  fitt,  for  indead  we  have 
great  need,  & we  are  disinabled  of  procureing  such  supplyes 
as  we  need  by  reason  of  the  loss  & damage  we  have  received 
in  or  crops  these  two  last  yeares.  We  hope  his  Matle  will  be 
favourable  to  us  therein. 

Sr,  We  shall  take  care  to  send  you  some  money  to  enable 
you  to  attend  or  affayres.  We  are  sorry  or  last  hundred 
pound  sent  went  into  the  hands  of  the  French.  We  are  now 
designeing  two  hundred  pound  to  you  more,  which  we  hope 
may  come  safe  to  your  hands,  of  which  you  shall  receiue  a 
more  perticuler  acco1. 

Honrd  Sr,  We  are  very  sorry  to  understand  the  dis- 
couragements you  are  under  for  want  of  or  letters.  We  finde 
they  have  miscaryed  in  there  way  to  you.  We  should  much 
rejoyce  to  see  you  here,  & then  the  trouble  & care  of  letters 
would  be  over;  & we  hope  God  in  his  good  time  will  give  us 
an  opportunety  of  seeing  you  & rejoyceing  together  with  you 
in  all  that  goodness  God  hath  shewen  to  you  & us  since  you 
left  us,  & we  have  thought  meet  to  desire  you  when  you 
return  home,  to  improve  some  trusty  freind  that  may  have  an 
interest  at  court  & be  ready  upon  any  occassion  to  defend  or 
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interest  & to  acquaint  us  what  may  be  advantagious  for  us, 
& how  we  oft  to  demean  ourselves  in  all  that  trust  that  is 
comitted  to  us  by  his  Majetie  in  all  affairs  that  doe  concern 
his  interest  at  home  or  abroad,  approving  ourselves  to  be  good 
& loyall  subjects;  which  is  all  at  present  from  your  friends  & 
servants,  heartily  desireing  & praying  for  your  prosperity  & 
welfare  & safe  return  in  Gods  time, 

The  Govern1-  and  Gen1-11  Assembly  of  his  Majesties 
Colonie  of  Connecticutt. 


ROBERT  TREAT  AND  THE  COUNCIL 
TO  FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP.1 

Honble  Sr.  Our  Honrd  Govern1-  & Councill  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  pressing  importunity  of  Govern1-  Fletcher  for 
frequent  aid  from  this  Colonie  for  the  defence  of  Albanie, 
upon  every  flying  report  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  & the 
small  account  that  he  seems  to  make  of  all  the  assistance  that 
hath  from  time  to  time  been  afforded  to  him,  whereof  besides 
other  evidences  he  hath  given  sufficient  intimation  in  a print 
sent  by  him  to  our  Govern1-  conteining  a journall  of  what 
passed  in^a  late  expedition  of  his  to  Albanie  on  17th  of  Sep- 
temb1-  last,  to  renew  the  covenant  chain  with  the  Five  Nations, 
Mohaques,  Oneides,  &c.,  wherein  Sanonguirese  sachim  of  the 
Mowhaques  is  brought  in  as  speaking  these  words  to  Colon11 
Fletcher : Brother  &c.  We  have  been  a long  time  in  the  cove- 
nant chain  with  the  brethren  of  Newyork,  in  which  after- 
wards at  sundry  times  the  brethren  of  Virginia,  Maryland, 
Pensylvania,  the  Jarseys,  Connecticutt  &c.  came  & linked 
themselves.  They  liked  the  chain  of  peace,  but  where  are 
they  now,  they  doe  not  like  to  take  part  with  us  in  the  warre, 
they  are  all  asleep,  &c.  None  mind  the  warre  but  our  breth- 
ren of  Newyork.  Although  both  the  verity  & truth  of  the 
matter,  & his  Majesties  interest  & the  safty  of  his  subjects, 
which  is  at  this  time  deeply  concerned  in  the  fidelity  of  those 


Draught  or  copy  by  Secretary  Kimberly. 


ROBERT  TREAT. 


127 


nations,  might  have  obliged  Colon11  Fletcher  to  take  of  any 
thing  from  the  minds  of  those  people  that  might  be  a dis- 
couragem1  to  them  or  tend  to  render  them  wavering  & incon- 
stant, by  asserting  our  readiness  to  assist  a gl  the  comon 
enemy,  yet  not  one  word  of  that  nature  appears  in  the 
journall,  so  that  it  is  thought  that  Colonell  Fletcher  designes 
to  make  use  of  those  words  of  Sanonguirese  to  strengthen 
claimes  against  this  Colonie,  thereby  to  procure  his  Majeties 
displeasure  towards  us,  which  as  dutifull  & obedient  subjects 
they  desire  above  all  things  by  all  means  to  shun  & avoid. 
Upon  these  considerations,  it  being  also  uncertain  to  us 
whether  your  Honr  hath  received  those  letters  formerly  sent, 
which  conteining  a prticular  account  of  what  this  Colonie  hath 
done  for  the  defence  of  Albanie  since  the  warre  began,  which 
would  sufficiently  evidence  that  the  Mawhaque  sachim  & those 
that  use  like  termes  concerning  us  doe  thereby  expose  us  to 
an  odious  misrepresentation,  I am  therefore  comanded  to  sig- 
nifie  to  your  Honr  a brief  & sumary  account  of  what  this 
Colonie  hath  expended  for  the  assistance  of  the  neighbouring 
Colonies  & especially  of  Albanie  since  1688,  the  totall  thereof 
amounts  to  seven  thousand  seven  hundred  & fiftie  nine 
pounds  fourteen  shillings  & nine  pence,  whereof  five  thousand 
eight  hundred  & six  pounds  eleven  shillings  hath  been  ex- 
pended for  Albanie  in  prticuler.  Honrd  Sr,  Our  Govern1,  & 
Councill  doe  confide  in  your  wisdome  for  the  improvem*  of 
this  acc*  to  the  obteining  a continuance  of  his  Majesties 
favour  to  his  loyall  & obedient  subjects  in  this  Colonie,  who 
are  always  ready  to  assist  our  neighbours  as  there  is  occasion, 
& are  now  also  upon  the  motion  of  Colon11  Fletcher  raising 
of  men  to  strengthen  the  frontiers  of  the  Province  of  New 
York,  who  are  to  continue  upon  that  service  till  the  first  of 
May  next. 

It  is  not  doubted  but  your  Honr  desireth  upon  all  occa- 
sions to  be  informed  of  the  state  of  this  goverm1,  & there- 
fore I may  not  omitt  to  inform  your  Honr  of  the  soleme 
providence  of  God  towards  this  Colonie  in  taking  to  himself 
(a  gentlema  of  principall  trust  & dependence,  whose  worth 
was  well  known  to  your  Honr,)  Colon11  Allin,  who  departed 
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this  life  upon  the  sixt  of  this  instant  about  eleven  of  the 
clock  at  night,  without  any  long  precedent  sicknesse,  his 
death  being,  as  is  thought  occasioned  by  a cold  seizing  upon 
his  breast. 

This  is  the  sume  that  at  present  I am  comanded  to 
acquaint  your  Honr  with:  & therefore  with  hearty  desires  of 
your  happinesse  & safe  return  in  Gods  time,  I shall  not  adde 
but  Honrd  Sr,  I am  Your  humble  servant, 

EdEazar  KimberIvY  Sectry. 
Hart#™  Novembr  12th  1696. 

Sr,  I am  further  to  signifie  unto  you  that  there  are  bills 
of  exchange  from  Mr  Thomas  Holland  of  Newcastle  in  the 
Province  of  Newhamshire  in  Newengland,  directed  to  Mr 
John  Tayler  merch1  at  By  fronts  neer  Canterbury  in  Kent  for 
the  paynT  of  191 1 3s  7d  to  your  Honr  or  to  Mr  Sam11  Reed  or 
either  of  your  order  on  the  acc1  of  ys  Colonie. 

[Superscribed]  To  the  Honble  Majr  Gen11  Fitts  Jn°  Win- 
throp  in  London  these  present. 


FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP  TO  KING  WILLIAM  III.1 

To  the  Kings  Most  Excellent  Majty. 

The  humble  petition  of  Majr  Gen11  Fitz  John  Winthrop, 
Agent  for  yor  Majtles  Collony  of  Conecticot  in  New 
England,  Sheweth, 

That  the  Govr  and  Company  of  yor  Majties  Collony 
of  Conecticot  since  the  yeare  1688  expended  to  the  vallew  of 
6300  for  the  service  of  yor  Majties  Province  of  New  York 
and  the  vpper  plantations  of  yor  Majties  Prouince  of  the 
Mattathusets,  as  appeares  by  an  attested  acc1  of  the  perticu- 
lers  thereof ; and  that  allsoe  within  twelue  months  last  past 
the  sd  Govr  & Company  haue  assisted  yor  Majties  Govr  of 
New  York  with  soldrs  and  mony  to  the  vallew  of  ten  hundred 
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and  fivety  pounds,  as  appeares  by  letters  from  the  Govr  & 
Councill  of  the  sd  Collony,  wch  large  assistance  hath  greatly 
wasted  the  armes  & amunition  of  the  sd  Collony,  and  now  at 
this  tyme  of  war  very  difficultly  to  be  procured.  Gunpouder 
at  15  poundes  pr  barill  armes  &c.  at  the  same  unreasonable 
rates. 

Yor  petitioner  therefore  humbly  prayes  in  behalf  of  the 
sd  Gour  & Company  that  yor  Majty  would  be  pleased  out  of 
yor  abundant  grace  & fauour  to  grant  a supply  of  armes  & 
amunition  some  whereof  to  arme  160  dragoons  the  most 
proper  force  for  prsent  assistance  in  that  country,  and  is  the 
quota  comanded  by  yor  Majty  Allsoe  some  artillery  for  two 
small  forts  of  great  consequences  for  the  safety  of  yor  Majtyes 
subjects  wch  will  greatly  strengthen  the  hearts  & hands  of  yor 
Majtyes  most  duty  full  subjects  of  ye  sd  Colony,  & yor  petir 
shall  ever  pray. 


ROBERT  TREAT  AND  THE  COUNCIL 
TO  FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP.1 

Honble  Sr.  In  our  last  from  the  Councill  sitting  in  Hartfrd 
Decembr  ye  11th  1696,  we  gave  you  an  acc1  of  what  was  sent 
for  your  supply,  as  also  what  a low  condition  the  providence 
of  God  hath  brought  us  by  the  death  of  Honrd  Colon11  Allin, 
& therein  a sumary  acc1  of  our  charges  for  the  defence  of 
Albanie  since  the  beginning  of  the  warre.  Yours  also  of  the 
fift  of  July  1696  we  have  received,  wherein  you  inform  us 
of  your  recovery  from  dangerous  illnesse,  which  is  matter  of 
great  rejoycing  to  us  & to  all  your  friends  throughout  the 
Colonie;  & we  have  great  cause  to  blesse  God  for  his  good- 
nesse  to  yourselfe  & us  therein,  & we  doe  with  all  thankfull- 
nesse  acknowledge  your  Honrs  sincere  respect  & tender  affec- 
tion to  ye  interest  of  our  governm*  appearing  in  the  constant 
care  & indefatigable  pains  that  you  undertake  (upon  all 
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appearance  of  any  danger  of  invasion)  to  prevent  any  im- 
peachm*  of  our  just  rights  & liberties. 

Honrd  Sr,  We  find  by  experience  the  verity  of  that  old 
saying  that  all  things  are  full  of  labour,  a man  canot  utter  it, 
for  besides  other  difficulties  that  we  meet  with,  troubles  doe 
assault  us  on  both  sides  with  reference  to  the  bounds  of  our 
Colonie;  & we  are  in  expectation  that  unless  there  may  be  a 
friendly  agreem1  which  yet  remains  doubtfull,  complaints  will 
be  brought  to  court  against  us.  We  have  therefore  thought 
it  requisite  to  send  to  your  Honr  an  acc*  of  what  profers  we 
have  made  to  the  Massachusetts  for  the  settling  of  the  divid- 
ing line  between  them  & us,  & also  what  hath  been  acted  by 
the  comissioners  appointed  & impowered  by  his  late  Majestie 
Charles  the  second,  for  the  settlem*  of  the  dividing  line  be- 
tween the  Province  of  Newyorke  & this  Colonie;  & also  what 
we  have  lately  acted  in  relation  to  ye  towns  of  Bedford  & Rie, 
which  are  situate  upon  the  west  part  of  our  Colonie,  & settled 
by  our  Gen.  Assembly,  & by  the  act  of  the  said  comissioners 
stated  under  our  goverm*  as  your  Honr  will  plainly  see  by 
their  act  inclosed,  the  town  of  Rie  being  bounded  westward 
upon  the  line  stated  between  York  & ys  Colonie,  beginning  at 
the  mouth  of  Mamormack  River  & running  north-northwest 
&c.  which  towns  of  Bedford  & Rie  though  for  some  time 
they  have  been  under  the  governd  of  Yorke  upon  submission 
to  an  unjust  claim  in  the  reign  of  the  late  King,  yet  upon  the 
application  of  the  inhabitants  & their  complaint  of  hard  deal- 
ing, we  have  judged  ourselves  obliged  & accordingly  have 
owned  them  as  the  Kings  subjects  by  his  late  Majestie 
Charles  the  2d  settled  under  this  governY,  & have  undertaken 
their  protection.  Our  request  to  your  Honr  is,  to  improve 
your  interest  for  the  defence  of  our  just  rights  in  the  extent 
of  our  Colonie  according  to  charter  & the  act  of  ye  aforesaid 
comissioners,  which  is  all  that  we  doe  desire,  & to  still  the 
unjust  clamors  of  our  neighbours.  And  to  that  end  we  send 
to  your  Honr  inclosed  such  instrumts  & writings  as  may  give 
light  in  this  matter;  & if  your  Honr  return  to  this  land  where 
your  safe  arrival  will  be  the  genr11  joy  not  only  of  ourselves 
but  of  this  whole  Colonie,  our  request  to  your  Honr  is,  to 


PlTZ  JOHN  WINTHROP. 


131 


constitute  some  good  friend  in  your  absence  to  mannage  our 
interest  in  the  premises.  Your  Honr  hath  formerly  been 
acquainted  with  the  difficulties  we  have  met  with  from  the 
Massachusetts  in  reference  to  the  settlem*  of  the  line  on  that 
side.  We  have  of  late  appointed  comissioners  fully  impowerd 
to  issue  that  matter  but  theirs  would  not  joyn  with  ours  but 
upon  unreasonable  demands,  insisting  upon  an  old  line  run 
by  one  .Woodward  without  our  knowledg,  which  doth  invade 
our  charter  grant  & take  of  part  of  Windsor  town.  We  have 
lately  profferd  to  y to  come  to  a finall  issue  of  all  contest  by 
comissioners  by  both  parties  chosen  & fully  impowerd  for 
that  end,  whereby  the  controversy  may  be  ended;  whether 
they  will  accept  as  yet  we  know  not.  We  referre  the  conduct 
of  the  whole  matter  to  the  wisdome  of  your  Honr  & are  your 
servants,  The  Govern1-  & Councill  of  his  Majeties  Colonie  of 
Connecticutt 

By  order  of  the  Govern1-  & Councill  signed. 
Hartfrd  Jan1-  19th  1696. 


FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP  TO  ROBERT  TREAT 
AND  THE  COUNCIL. 

Honble  Sr.  I am  under  a great  deale  of  sorrow  that  I can- 
not returne  with  this  opportunety ; yet  your  intrest  (wch  now 
lyes  at  stake  more  then  ever)  quiets  me  under  that  disapoint- 
ment,  as  I hope  I may  yet  be  more  serviceable  to  my  country, 
& it  seemes  best  for  your  service  that  I have  been  detayned 
here.  Since  my  last  letters,  I have  been  hurryed  with  diffi- 
culty es  on  every  hand,  on  your  behalf,  & finde  it  very  hard 
to  defend  your  government  against  the  designes  of  unreason- 
able men,  restles  in  mischeif,  & findeing  wayes  to  distarbe  yor 
peace,  & the  enjoyment  of  your  libertyes,  soe  dearly  pur- 
chased; nor  are  their  designes  layde  onely  against  the  Collony 
of  Conecticot,  but  to  the  hurt  & disturbance  of  the  other  pro- 
prietary governments,  viz.  Carolina,  Pensilvania,  the  Jersyes, 
& Rhode  Island;  soe  that  you  are  not  pointed  at  seperately 
but  in  conjunction  with  the  other  governments,  who  are  under 
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one  intrest  of  liberty  & priviledg  with  yorselves.  The  first 
designe  (&  that  is  owing  to  Mr  Randolph)  was  to  lay  you 
under  misapprehentions  & mistrust  with  the  government  here, 
by  insinuateing  to  the  Comissionrs  of  the  Customes  that  the 
acts  of  trade  & navigation  were  not  attended,  that  officers 
were  corrupt,  or  wanting,  to  looke  after  the  Kings  intrest,  & 
therefore  fit  that  the  King  should  apoint  officers  into  the 
severall  governments,  under  charters,  for  his  owne  occations; 
& in  order  to  that  designe  the  comissioners  of  the  customes 
sent  a representation  to  the  Lords  Comissionrs  of  the  Councill 
of  Trade,  who  sent  the  said  representation  to  the  Lords  Jus- 
tices, the  King  being  then  in  Flanders,  & their  lordships 
referred  it  to  the  Attorney  Gen11  for  his  report,  whither  the 
King  might  not  appoint  attorneys  gen11  & courts  of  admiralty 
in  the  severall  governments  aforementioned,  notwithstanding 
their  grants  & charters.  Whereupon  I received  a letter  from 
the  Attorny  Gen11  intimateing  that  I should  wait  upon  him 
with  the  charter  of  Conecticot,  & shew  reason  why  the  King 
might  not  appoint  an  attorny  gen11  in  that  Collony;  the  same 
order  being  sent  to  the  proprietors  or  their  agents  of  the  other 
governments.  Wee  did  joyntly  agree  to  petition  the  King  for 
tyme  to  advise  with  councill  learned  in  the  law,  who  gave  us 
opinion  under  their  handes,  that  the  charters  gave  noe  power 
of  admiralty,  & that  the  King  might  apoint  attornyes  gen11 
for  himself,  if  he  should  think  fit;  soe  that  it  was  thought 
best  to  submit  that  matter  to  the  King,  & is  now  before  him 
for  his  royall  determination. 

I have  farther  allsoe  to  prsent  to  your  Honr  that  some 
persons  here  have  put  in  a memoriall  to  the  Lords  Comis- 
sionrs  of  the  Councill  of  Trade,  insinuateing  that  the  militia 
of  Conecticot  &c  should  be  lodged  in  the  handes  of  a gen11 
for  comon  defence.  Their  lordships  were  pleased  to  send  me 
a copy  of  the  sd  memoriall  in  a letter,  desiring  me  to  draw 
up  in  wrighting  such  considerations  as  I should  think  fit  to 
offer  to  their  lordships  upon  that  subject.  The  next  day  I 
put  in  a memoriall  to  their  lordships,  shewing  that  the  power 
of  the  militia  of  Conecticot  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Govr  & 
Company  by  virtue  of  their  charter,  & have  expres  power  to 
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assemble  martiall  array  & put  in  warlike  posture  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  said  Collony,  & to  comissionate,  impower  & 
authorise  such  person  or  persons  to  lead  & conduct  them  as 
the  sd  Govr  & Company  should  think  fit  &c.  The  indiscretion 
& madnes  of  another  company  of  Philistines,  to  destroy  & 
vacate  your  government,  carry ed  on  their  designes  yet  farther, 
& deboached  some  of  our  countrymen  to  joyne  with  them, 
prayed  the  Councill  of  Trade  that  by  their  lordships’  advice 
the  King  would  please  to  joyne  the  civill  governnd  of  Conecti- 
cot  to  the  Province  of  the  Mattathusets.  Upon  this  matter 
allsoe  I have  attended  the  Lords,  & given  reasons  against  it, 
that  I cannot  concede  to  any  thing  in  the  petition;  that  the 
charter  is  yet  in  full  force  & being  &c. 

This  is  a hasty  account  of  your  affaires  soe  far  as  I can 
present  at  this  tyme ; wherein  you  will  see  the  designes  against 
your  libertyes  & priviliges,  & such  are  not  now  to  be  attayned, 
& I hope  you  will  vallew  them  as  such,  & as  blessings  to  your 
posterity  will  not  part  with  them  upon  easy  termes. 

All  these  difficultyes  lay  me  under  great  expence;  & it 
being  now  the  most  difficult  thing  to  procure  mony,  it  puts 
me  upon  some  straights;  yet  hope  I shall  be  supplyed  by  my 
freinds  here,  soe  far  as  necessity  will  require  for  your  ser- 
vice. I hope  notwithstanding  all  these  troubles  I may  have 
a good  issue  of  your  affaires  & be  ready  to  returne  with  the 
next  ship,  wch  is  hastening  to  be  ready.  All  our  wayes  must 
be  submited  to  Gods  providence,  to  whose  mercy  & protection 
I desire  to  be  recomended,  wch  with  ye  presentment  of  my 
humble  service,  & to  the  Deputy  Govr  & Gentm  of  ye  Councill 
is  all  at  prsent  from 

London  Yor  Honrs  most  faythfull  humble  servant, 

Feb.  8th  1696/7.  J Winthrop. 

[Superscribed]  For  the  Honble  the  Govr  & Councill  of  his 
Majestyes  Collony  of  Conecticot,  at  Hartford,  New  Eng- 
land. 
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FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS 
OF  TRADE  AND  PLANTATIONS.1 

Memorial  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Trade  &c, 
April  13th  1697. 

To  the  Rt.  Honbl  the  Lords  Comittee  of  Trade  & Plantacons. 

The  Memoriall  of  Fitz  John  Winthrop  Esqr,  Agent  for 
his  Majes.  Colony  of  Conecticott  in  N.  England. 

That  his  Majty  by  his  commisson  dated  the  10th  of  June 
1693  constituted  Benjamin  Fletcher  Esqr  Cap1  Generali  and 
Comandr  in  Chief  of  New  York  & to  be  command1,  in  chief 
of  the  militia  & of  all  the  forces  within  the  Colony  of  Conecti- 
cott with  power  to  levy  arm  muster  comand  & employ  the  sd 
militia  & upon  necessary  & urgent  occas5ns  to  transferr  the 
same  to  New  York  &c. 

That  the  said  Fletcher  soone  after  his  arrivall  at  New 
York  demanded  of  the  sd  Colony  of  Conecticott  considerable 
supplyes  of  men  amunicon  & provison  in  so  large  a maner 
& proporcon  as  was  chargeable  & grevious  to  the  inhabitants 
and  at  such  time  when  the  said  Colony  was  in  greater  danger 
from  the  Enemy  then  the  Province  of  New  York  notwith- 
standing which  the  said  Colony  did  severall  times  send  large 
and  suitable  supplyes  & relief  to  N.  York 

That  the  said  Fletcher  pressing  the  said  Colony  of 
Conecticot  with  frequent  & unreasonable  demands  of  supplyes 
the  said  Colony  in  the  yeare  1693,  by  their  peticon  complained 
thereof  to  their  Majes  & prayd  relief  therein  &c. 

That  the  matter  of  the  said  peticon  was  referrd  to  the 
Lds  Comittee  of  Trade  & Plantacons  & by  them  to  their  Majes 
Attorney  & Solicitor  Generali  for  their  opinion  who  reported 

That  the  militia  of  the  sd  Colony  consists  of  all  males 
from  16  to  60  years  of  age. 

That  the  charter  and  grant  of  the  said  Colony  doth  give 
the  ordinary  power  of  the  militia  to  the  governm1  there;  but 
that  his  Majty  might  constitute  a chief  comandr  who  may 


1 From  the  rough  draught. 
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have  authority  to  comand  or  ordr  such  a proporcon  of  the 
forces  of  each  Colony  as  his  Majty  shall  think  fit  & in  times 
of  invason  & approach  of  enemyes  with  the  advice  and  assist- 
ance of  the  Govern1,  of  sd  Colony  to  comand  and  conduct  the 
other  forces  for  the  preservation  and  defence  of  such  of  those 
Colonyes  as  shall  stand  in  most  need  thereof  not  leaving  the 
rest  unprovided  of  a competent  force  for  their  defence  & 
safety  but  in  time  of  peace  the  militia  of  the  said  Colony 
ought  to  be  under  the  rule  & goverm*  of  the  said  Colony. 

That  his  Majty  was  pleased  in  Councill  to  aprove 

ye  said  report  & y1  ye  quota  for  ye  Coll : of  Conecticot  should 
not  excede  120  men. 

That  her  late  Majty  was  thereupon  graciously  pleased  to 
signify  her  royall  pleasure  to  the  said  Fletcher  and  also  by 
her  royall  letter  to  the  Govern1,  and  Magistrates  of  Conecticot 
Colony  to  intimate  that  the  said  Fletcher  in  the  execucon  of 
the  powers  of  his  said  comm11  should  not  take  upon  him  any 
more  then  during  this  warr  he  comand  a quota  or  part  of  the 
militia  of  the  said  Colony  of  Conecticot  not  exceeding  the 
number  of  120  men  which  her  Majty  thought  fitt  to  signify 
to  be  the  measure  of  the  assistance  to  be  given  by  the  said 
Colony  of  Conecticott  with  especiall  direcons  that  the  said 
Govern1,  of  New  York  should  not  comand  or  draw  out  more 
of  the  said  quota  of  the  sd  militia  then  he  should  in  proporcon 
comand  or  draw  out  from  the  respective  militias  of  the 
adjacent  Colonyes. 

That  the  said  Agent  is  informed  that  the  same  comand 
& power  relating  to  the  militia  of  the  said  Colony  of  Conecti- 
cott is  intended  to  be  granted  to  the  Earl  of  Bellemont  Govern1, 
of  N.  E.  & N.  York  as  was  at  first  granted  to  the  sd  Fletcher. 

The  sd  Agent  therefore  in  behalf  of  the  said  Colony  prays 
that  the  power  to  be  given  to  my  Ed  Bellomont  & ye  Govern1, 
of  N.  E.  & N.  York  for  ye  time  being  relating  to  the  militia 
of  the  said  Colony  may  be  qualifyd  with  & subject  to  such 
direcons  & restricons  as  were  by  her  late  Majty  given  to  the 
sd  Fletcher  in  the  execucon  of  his  s^  power  and  that  the  said 
quota  during  this  warr  may  be  the  standing  measure  of  assist- 
ance to  be  given  by  the  said  Colony  of  Conecticott  & that  to 
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be  drawn  out  & comanded  onely  in  proporcon  with  the  forces 
to  be  drawn  out  of  the  other  Colonyes  and  yl  in  times  of 
peace  the  militia  of  the  sd  Colony  may  be  solely  under  the 
comand  & disposall  of  the  Govern1-  & Company  of  the  sd 
Colony 

J.  W. 

THE  TOWN  OF  BEDFORD  TO  ROBERT  TREAT 
AND  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 

May  1697. 

T o the  Honrd  Govern r and  Genrl1  Assembly  sitting  in  Hartford. 

Whereas  God  by  his  providence  orders  all  things:  Att  a 
Generali  Court  held  in  Hartford  May  the  11th  1682,  upon  the 
petition  of  the  people  of  Hopground1  the  Court  did  see  cause 
to  grant  them  the  priviledg  of  a plantation  as  doth  upon 
record  appear  — And  in  the  year  1684,  there  was  a condi- 
tionall  agreement  made  between  Colon11  Dongan  of  New 
York  and  some  of  the  heads  of  the  freemen  of  this  corpora- 
tion which  proved  allmost  our  undoing  for  severall  years 
together  there  was  almost  a civill  warre  among  us,  because 
they  cutt  off  Rye  and  Bedford  from  this  Colonie.  Some  said 
they  were  under  New  York,  and  some  said  they  were  not; 
but  for  peace  sake  we  submitted  to,  and  paid  rates  to  New 
York.  But  if  so  be  that  Conecticutt  and  New  York  could 
have  made  a firme  bargain  without  the  King,  then  we  should 
have  been  at  quiet,  but  them  that  know  anything  knew  that 
it  could  not  be.  Then  seing  a copie  that  came  from  the 
Kings  Court,  at  Whitehall,  dated  Aprill  the  19th  1694,  and 
the  records  of  England  being  searched,  it  was  found  that  the 
charter  of  Connecticutt  stood  good  and  firme  to  the  freemen 
of  this  corporation,  their  heirs  and  associates,  which  we  well 
know  that  we  were  part  of  by  the  dividing  line  that  was  firmly 
confirmed  to  this  government;  then  Janry  the  last  petitioning 
the  Govr  and  Councill  for  protection,  they  granted  our  request 


1 Now  the  town  of  Bedford,  N.  Y.  [Ed.] 
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as  may  appear  to  this  Assembly.  Therefore  we  request  for 
what  favour  we  can  have  from  the  Honrd  Court  at  this  time 
for  our  growth  and  increase,  as  we  may  be  beneficiall  to  the 
honour  of  God  and  the  good  of  the  countrey.  Written  in 
behalf  of  and  upon  the  request  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bedford. 

Your  most  humble  servant, 

Zechariah  Roberts. 


A true  copie, 

Test.  EeEazar  Kimberly  Secry. 


THE  EORDS  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  TREASURY 
TO  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  CONNECTICUT. 

Tho : Cantuar.1  Romney.  Shrewsbury.  Sunderland.2 

Orders  and  Instructions  to  be  observed  by  the  present 
Governour  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticott  in  America 
and  by  the  Governour  there  for  the  time  being. 

1 You  shall  informe  yor  selfe  of  the  principall  laws  relat- 
ing to  the  Plantation  Trade,  viz1  the  Act  for  the  Encourage- 
ing  and  Encr easing  of  Shipping  and  Navigation  made  in  the 
12th  yeare  of  the  reigne  of  King  Charles  the  second,  the  Act 
for  preventing  Frauds  and  regulating  Abuses  in  ye  Customs 
made  in  the  14th  yeare  of  the  said  Kings  reigne,  the  Act  for 
Encouragement  of  Trade  made  in  the  15th  year  of  the  said 
Kings  reign,  the  Act  for  Regulating  the  Plantation  Trade 
made  in  the  22th  & 23th  years  of  the  said  Kings  reign,  the  Act 
for  the  Encouragem1  of  the  Eastland  & Greenland  Trade  & 
better  securing  the  Plantacon  Trade  made  in  the  25th  year  of 
the  said  Kings  reigne,  and  the  Act  for  Preventing  Frauds  & 
Abuses  in  the  Plantacon  Trade  made  in  the  7th  & 8th  years  of 
his  present  Maties  reign.  All  which  laws  you  will  herewith 
receive.  And  you  shall  take  a solemn  oath  to  do  yor  utmost 
that  all  the  clauses  matters  & things  contained  in  the  before 

1 Thomas  Tenison,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  [Ed.] 

2 Henry  Sidney,  Earl  of  Romney;  Charles  Talbot,  twelfth  Earl  and 
only  Duke  of  Shrewsbury;  and  Robert  Spencer,  second  Earl  of 
Sunderland,  were  Lords  Justices  of  England.  [Ed.] 
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recited  Acts  of  ParlianF  heretofore  passed  & now  in  force 
relating  to  his  Maties  Colonies  and  Plantations  be  punctually 
& bona  fide  observed  according  to  the  true  intent  & meaning 
thereof. 

2dly  And  as  by  the  last  recited  act  the  officers  appointed  by 
the  Govrs  for  performance  of  certain  things  menconed  in  the 
aforesaid  act  for  the  Encouragem1  of  Trade  comonly  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Naval  Officer  are  to  give  security  to  the 
Comrs  of  the  Customs  in  England  for  the  time  being  or  such 
as  shalbe  appointed  by  them  for  his  Maties  use  for  the  true 
& faithfull  performance  of  their  duty.  You  shall  take  care 
that  the  person  by  you  so  employed  do  not  only  give  such 
security  to  the  said  Comissioners  of  the  Customs  but  be 
approved  of  by  them  in  manner  as  thereby  is  enjoyned. 

3dly  Whereas  by  the  said  Act  of  Navigation  no  goods  or 
comodities  whatsoever  are  to  be  imported  into  or  exported 
out  of  any  of  the  Colonies  or  Plantations  in  any  other  ships 
& vessels  whoever  but  such  as  do  truly  & without  fraud  be- 
long only  to  the  people  of  England  or  Ireland  or  are  of  the 
built  of  & belonging  to  any  of  the  lands  islands  or  territories 
as  the  proprietors  & right  owners  thereof,  & whereof  the 
master  & 3 fourths  of  the  mariners  at  least  are  English  under 
the  penalty  of  the  forfeiture  & losse  of  all  the  goods  and 
comodities  which  shalbe  imported  into  or  exported  out  of  any 
of  the  said  places  in  any  other  ship  or  vessell  as  alsoe  of  the 
ship  or  vessell  with  guns  furniture  &ca.  And  whereas  by  a 
clause  in  the  aforesaid  Act  of  Frauds  no  forreign  built  ship 
( yt  is  to  say)  not  build  in  ye  dominions  of  Asia  Africa  or 
America,  or  other  then  such  as  shall  bona  fide  have  been 
bought  before  the  1st  of  October  1662  & expressly  named  in 
the  list  thereby  appointed  to  be  made  of  all  forreign  built 
ships  in  all  the  ports- of  England  shall  enjoy  the  priviledge  of 
a ship  belonging  to  England  or  Ireland  altho  owned  or 
manned  by  English  (except  such  ships  only  as  shall  be  taken 
at  sea  by  letters  of  mart  or  reprizall  & condemnacon  made  in 
the  court  of  admiralty  as  lawfull  prize,)  but  all  such  ships 
shalbe  deemed  as  aliens  ships  & be  liable  to  all  duties  that 
aliens  ships  are  liable  to  by  virtue  of  the  aforesaid  Act  for  the 
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Encouraging  & Encreasing  of  Shipping  & Navigation.  And 
whereas  by  a clause  in  the  aforesaid  Act  for  preventing 
Frauds  & regulating  Abuses  in  the  Plantation  Trade,  ,tis 
enacted  that  after  the  25th  of  March  1698  no  goods  or  mer- 
chandizes whoever  shalbe  imported  into  or  exported  out  of 
any  of  the  Colonies  or  Plantations  in  Asia,  Africa  or  America, 
or  shalbe  laden  in  or  carried  from  any  one  port  or  place  in 
the  Kingdom  of  England  Dominion  of  Wales  or  Town  of 
Berwick  upon  Tweed  in  any  ship  or  bottom  but  what  is  or 
shalbe  of  the  built  of  England  or  of  the  built  of  Ireland  or 
of  the  said  Colonies  & Plantations  and  wholly  owned  by  the 
people  thereof  of  any  of  them  & navigated  with  ye  master  & 
3 fourths  of  the  mariners  of  the  said  places  only,  except  such 
ships  only  as  shalbe  taken  prize  and  condemnacon  thereof 
made  in  one  of  the  courts  of  admiralty  in  England  Ireland 
or  the  said  Colonies  or  Plantations  to  be  navigated  by  the 
master  & 3 fourths  of  the  mariners  English  or  of  the  plan- 
tations as  aforesaid  & whereof  the  property  doth  belong  to 
Englishmen  with  an  exception  for  3 yeares  to  such  forreigne 
built  shipps  as  shalbe  employed  by  the  Comrs  of  the  Navy  for 
the  time  being  or  upon  contract  with  them  in  bringing  only 
masts  timber  & other  naval  stores  for  his  Mats  service  from 
the  Colonies  or  Plantations  to  this  Kingdom  to  bee  navigated 
as  aforesaid  and  whereof  the  property  do’s  belong  to  English- 
men on  the  pain  of  forfieting  ship  & goods.  And  whereas  by 
another  clause  in  the  said  Act  for  the  more  effectual  pre- 
venting of  Frauds  which  may  be  used  by  colouring  forreigne 
ships  under  English  names  ’tis  further  enacted  that  from  & 
after  the  25th  March  1698  no  ship  or  vessell  whoever  shalbe 
deemed  or  passe  as  a ship  of  the  built  of  England  Ireland 
Wales  Berwick  Guernsey  Jersey  or  any  of  the  Plantations  in 
America  so  as  to  be  qualified  to  trade  to  from  or  in  any  of 
the  said  Plantations  untill  the  person  or  persons  clayming 
property  in  such  ship  or  vessell  shall  register  the  same  in 
manner  thereby  appointed.  You  shall  take  care  and  give  in 
charge  that  these  matters  & things  be  duly  observed  within 
his  Maties  said  Colony  of  Conecticot  in  New  England  accord- 
ing to  the  true  intent  & meaning  of  the  said  Acts  and  the 
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offences  & offenders  prosecuted  according  to  the  directions 
thereof.  And  where  it  is  required  that  the  mar  & 3 fourths 
of  the  mariners  be  English  you  are  to  understand  that  the 
true  intent  & meaning  thereof  is  that  they  shall  bee  such 
during  the  whole  voyage  unles  in  case  of  sicknes  death  or 
being  taken  prisoners  in  the  voyage  to  be  proved  by  the  oath 
of  the  master  or  other  chiefe  officer  of  the  ship.  And  none 
but  his  Maties  subjects  of  England  Ireland  or  the  Plantations 
are  to  be  accounted  English. 

4thly  Whereas  by  the  said  Act  of  Navigacon  ’tis  further 
enacted  that  for  every  ship  or  vessell  which  shall  set  saile  out 
of  or  from  England  Ireland  Wales  or  Berwick  upon  Tweed 
for  any  English  plantacon  in  America  Asia  or  Africa  suffi- 
cient bond  shalbe  given  with  one  surety  to  the  chief  officer 
of  the  customes  of  such  port  or  place  from  whence  the  said 
ship  shall  set  saile  to  the  value  of  10001  if  the  ship  be  of  less 
burden  then  100  tuns  & of  the  sume  of  20001  if  the  ship 
shalbe  of  greater  burden,  that  in  case  the  said  ship  or  vessell 
shall  load  any  of  the  comodities  therein  enumerated  viz1 
sugar  tobacco  cotton  wool  indico  ginger  fustick  or  other 
dying  wood  of  the  growth  production  or  manufacture  of  any 
English  Plantation  in  America  Asia  or  Africa  at  any  of  the 
sd  English  Plantations  that  the  same  comodities  shalbe  by  the 
said  ship  brought  to  some  port  of  England,  Ireland,  Wales 
or  to  the  port  or  towne  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed  and  be  there 
unloaden  and  put  on  shoar  (the  danger  of  the  seas  only 
excepted)  And  for  all  ships  coming  from  any  port  or  place  to 
any  of  the  aforesaid  plantations  who  by  this  Act  are  per- 
mitted to  trade  there,  that  the  Govrs  of  such  English  Planta- 
tions shalbefore  such  ship  or  vessell  be  permitted  to  load  on 
board  any  of  the  said  comodities  take  bond  in  manner  and  to 
the  value  aforesaid  for  each  respective  ship  or  vessell  that 
such  ship  or  vessell  shall  carry  all  the  aforesaid  goods  that 
shalbe  loaden  on  board  the  said  ship  to  some  other  of  the 
English  Plantations  or  to  England  Ireland  Wales  or  Berwick. 
And  that  every  ship  or  vessell  which  shall  load  or  take  on 
board  any  of  the  aforesaid  goods  untill  such  bond  be  given 
to  the  said  Govr  or  certificate  produced  to  the  officer  of  any 
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custom  house  of  England  Ireland  Wales  or  Berwick  that 
such  bond  hath  been  there  duly  given  shalbe  forfeited  with 
her  guns  tackle  apparell  and  furniture  to  be  employed  & 
recovered  as  therein  is  directed.  You  are  to  take  notice  that 
tho  by  the  said  Act  the  word  (Ireland)  is  to  be  incerted  in 
the  condition  of  the  bonds  and  permission  thereby  given  to 
bring  the  enumerated  plantacon  comodities  to  Ireland  as  well 
as  to  England  Wales  or  Berwick,  yet  by  the  aforesaid  Act 
for  regulating  the  Plantacon  Trade  (which  being  expired 
was  revived  and  is  now  in  force  the  word  (Ireland)  is  to  be 
left  out  of  the  condition  of  such  bonds.  And  you  are  not  to 
permit  any  shipps  or  vessells  to  load  any  of  the  enumerated 
goods  upon  any  certificates  of  bond  having  been  given  in  Ire- 
land, but  in  that  case  before  they  load  any  of  the  said  goods 
they  are  to  produce  certificates  of  bond  given  in  England 
Wales  or  Berwick  under  the  hands  & seals  of  the  customer 
& comptroller  of  the  customs  in  England,  or  to  give  bond  to 
yor  selfe  or  the  person  appointed  to  receive  the  same  with 
good  security  as  aforesaid.  And  if  any  ship  or  vessell  shall 
load  or  take  on  board  any  of  the  said  comodities  untill  such 
bond  given  or  certificate  produced  the  said  ship  or  vessell  is 
forfeited  with  her  guns  &ca  to  be  recovered  & divided  in 
manner  as  is  therein  directed. 

5 thiy  you  shall  carefully  examine  all  certificates  which  shalbe 
brought  to  you  of  the  ships  giving  security  in  this  Kingdom 
to  bring  their  ladings  of  plantacon  goods  hither  as  also  cer- 
tificates of  having  discharged  their  ladings  of  plantacon  goods 
in  this  Kingdom  pursuant  to  their  securityes.  And  where 
there  shalbe  reasonable  ground  of  suspition  that  the  certifi- 
cate of  having  given  security  in  England  is  false  in  such  case 
you  or  the  person  appointed  under  you  shall  require  & take 
sufficient  security  for  the  discharge  of  the  plantation  lading 
in  the  Kingdom  of  England  Dominion  of  Wales  or  town  of 
Berwick  upon  Tweed.  And  where  there  shalbe  any  cause  to 
suspect  that  the  certificate  of  having  discharged  the  lading  of 
plantacon  goods  in  this  Kingdom  is  false  or  counterfiet,  you 
shall  not  cancell  or  vacate  the  security  given  in  the  Planta- 
tions untill  you  shalbe  informed  from  the  Comrs  of  ye  Cus- 
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toms  in  England  that  the  matter  of  the  said  certificate  is  true. 
And  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  counterfeit  rase  or  falsify 
any  such  certificate  for  any  vessell  or  goods  or  shall  know- 
ingly or  willingly  make  use  thereof  you  shall  prosecute  such 
person  for  the  forfeiture  of  the  sume  of  50Q1  according  to  a 
clause  in  ye  aforesaid  Act  for  preventing  Frauds  and  regu- 
lating Abuses  in  the  Plantation  Trade.  And  pursuant  to  the 
said  Act  you  shall  take  care  that  in  all  such  bonds  to  be  here- 
after given  or  taken  in  the  Plantacons  viz4  in  the  Colony  of 
Conecticott  the  sureties  therein  named  be  persons  of  known 
residence  & ability  for  the  value  menconed  in  the  said  bond 
and  that  the  condicon  of  the  said  bonds  be  within  18  months 
after  the  date  thereof  (the  danger  of  the  seas  excepted)  to 
produce  certificate  of  having  landed  & discharged  the  goods 
therein  menconed  in  one  of  his  Maties  Plantations  or  in  the 
Kingdom  of  England,  or  otherwise  to  attest  the  copy  of  such 
bonds  under  yor  hand  & seale  & to  cause  prosecution  thereof. 
6thly  you  are  to  understand  that  the  paym4  of  the  rates  & 
duties  imposed  by  the  aforesaid  Act  for  the  encouragem4  of 
the  Eastland  and  Greenland  Trades  and  for  the  better  secur- 
ing the  Plantation  Trade  on  the  severall  plantacon  comodities 
therein  enumerated  doth  not  give  liberty  to  carry  the  said 
goods  to  any  other  place  then  to  some  of  the  Plantations  or 
to  England  Wales  or  Berwick  only,  and  that  notwithstanding 
the  paym4  of  the  said  duties  bond  must  be  given  to  carry  the 
said  goods  to  some  of  the  said  Plantacons  or  to  England 
Wales  or  Berwick  and  to  noe  other  place, 
ythiy  you  shall  every  3 months  or  oftner  or  otherwise  as 
there  shalbee  opportunity  of  conveyance  transmit  to  the  Comrs 
of  the  Customs  in  England  a list  of  all  ships  & vessells  trad- 
ing within  the  Colony  of  Conecticott  according  to  the  forme 
& specimen  herewith  sent  you.  And  you  shall  cause  demand 
to  be  made  of  every  mar  at  his  clearing  of  an  invoyce  of  the 
contents  & quality  of  lading  &ca  according  to  the  forme  here- 
with sent  to  you  & to  enclose  a copy  thereof  by  some  other 
ship  or  for  want  of  such  oppertunity  by  the  same  ship  under 
cover  sealed  and  directed  to  the  said  Comrs  of  the  Customs 
in  England  and  send  another  copy  thereof  in  like  manner  to 
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the  collector  of  that  port  in  England  for  the  time  being  to 
which  such  shipp  shall  pretend  to  be  bound. 

8thly  Whereas  by  the  aforesaid  Act  for  the  Encouragem*  of 
Trade  no  comodities  of  the  growth  production  or  manufacture 
of  Europe,  except  salt  for  the  fishery  of  New  England  & 
Newfoundland,  wines  of  the  growth  of  the  Maderas  or 
Westerne  Islands  or  Azores  servants  and  horses  from  Scot- 
land or  Ireland  & all  sorts  of  victualls  of  the  growth  and  pro- 
duccon  of  Scotland  and  Ireland  shalbe  imported  into  any  of 
the  Colonies  or  Plantations  but  what  shalbe  bona  fide  & with- 
out fraud  laden  & shipt  in  England  Wales  or  Berwick  & in 
ships  duly  qualified,  You  shall  use  yor  utmost  endeavour  for 
the  due  observance  thereof.  And  if  contrary  hereunto  any 
ship  or  vessell  shall  import  into  the  Colony  of  Conecticott 
any  comodities  of  the  growth  production  or  manufacture  of 
Europe  but  what  are  before  excepted  of  which  due  proof e 
shall  not  be  made  that  the  same  were  shipt  or  laden  in  some 
port  of  England  Wales  or  Berwick  by  producing  cocquets  or 
certificates  under  the  hands  & seales  of  ye  officers  of  the 
customs  in  such  port  or  place  where  the  same  were  laden  such 
ship  or  vessell  & goods  will  be  forfeited.  And  you  are  to  give 
in  charge  that  the  same  be  seised  and  prosecuted  accordingly. 
9thly  And  in  order  to  prevent  the  acceptance  of  forged 
cocquets  or  certificates  which  hath  been  practiced  to  his 
Maties  great  prejudice  you  are  to  give  effectuall  orders  that 
for  all  such  European  goods  as  by  the  said  Act  are  to  be  shipt 
& laden  in  England  Wales  or  Berwick  cocquets  for  the  same 
from  hence  be  produced  to  the  collectors  or  other  officers  of 
the  customes  in  the  Colony  of  Conecticott  for  the  time  being 
before  the  unlading  thereof  And  you  shall  give  orders  that 
no  European  goods  be1  but  by  warrant  from 

the  said  collector  in  the  presence  of  an  officer  appointed  by 
him.  And  for  the  better  prevention  of  frauds  of  this  kind 
you  shall  take  care  that  according  to  the  said  Act  of  Trade 
no  ship  or  vessell  be  permitted  to  lade  or  unlade  any  goods 
or  comodities  whatsoever  untill  the  mar  or  comander  thereof 
shall  first  have  made  knowne  to  you  or  such  officer  or  other 


1 Blank  in  the  original. 
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person  as  shalbe  thereunto  authorised  and  appointed  the 
arrivall  of  the  said  ship  or  vessell  with  her  name  and  the 
name  & sirname  of  her  master  and  hath  shewne  that  she  is  a 
ship  duly  navigated  & otherwise  qualified  according  to  law, 
& hath  delivered  to  you  or  such  other  person  a true  & perfect 
inventory  of  her  lading  together  with  the  place  or  places  in 
which  the  said  goods  were  laden  & taken  into  the  said  shipp 
or  vessell  under  forfeiture  of  such  shipp  & goods. 

10thly  You  shall  not  make  or  allow  of  any  by  laws  usuages 
or  customes  in  the  Colony  of  Conecticott  which  are  repugnant 
to  any  of  the  laws  hereinbeforemenconed  or  any  of  them  so 
farr  as  they  do  relate  to  the  said  Plantations  or  any  of  them 
or  to  any  other  law  hereafter  to  be  made  in  this  Kingdom  so 
farr  as  such  law  shall  relate  to  & mencon  the  said  Plantacons. 
But  you  shall  declare  all  such  laws  by  laws  usages  or  cus- 
tomes in  the  Colony  of  Conecticott  which  are  any  wise  repug- 
nant to  the  before  menconed  laws  or  any  of  them  to  be  illegall 
null  & void  to  all  intents  & purposes  whatsoever. 

1 1 thiy  you  shalbe  aiding  & assisting  to  the  collector  & other 
officers  appointed  or  that  shall  hereafter  be  appointed  by  the 
Comrs  of  the  Customs  in  England  by  & under  the  authority 
& direction  of  the  Lord  High  Treasurer  of  England  or  Comrs 
of  the  Treasury  in  England  for  the  time  being  in  putting  in 
execucon  the  severall  Acts  of  Parliament  before  menconed. 
And  you  shall  cause  due  prosecucon  of  all  such  persons  as 
shall  any  ways  hinder  or  resist  any  of  the  said  officers  of  the 
customes  in  the  performance  of  theire  duty. 

12thly  You  shall  take  care  that  upon  any  accons  suits  and 
informacons  that  shalbe  brought  comenced  or  entered  in  the 
said  Plantacons  upon  any  law  or  statute  concerning  the  duties 
or  shipps  or  goods  to  be  forfeited  by  reason  of  any  unlawfull 
importacons  or  exportacons  there  be  not  any  jury  but  of  such 
as  are  natives  of  England  or  Ireland  or  are  borne  in  any  of 
the  said  Plantations. 

13thly  You  shall  take  care  that  all  places  of  trust  in  the 
courts  of  law  or  what  relates  to  the  treasury  of  the  Colony  of 
Conecticott  be  in  the  hands  of  the  native  borne  subjects  of 
England  or  Ireland  or  the  Plantations. 
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14thly  And  that  there  may  be  no  interupcon  or  delay  in 
matters  of  prosecucon  and  execution  of  justice  in  the  courts 
of  judicature  within  the  Colony  of  Conecticott  by  the  death 
or  removall  of  any  of  the  officers  employed  therein  untill  his 
Matie  can  be  advised  thereof  and  appoint  others  to  succeed 
in  their  places,  you  shall  make  choise  of  persons  of  known 
loyalty  experience  diligence  & fidelity  to  be  employed  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid  untill  you  shall  have  his  Maties  approba- 
tion of  them  or  nomination  of  others  from  hence. 

I5thly  You  shall  from  time  to  time  correspond  with  the 
Comrs  of  the  Customs  in  England  for  the  time  being  & advise 
them  of  all  failures  neglects  frauds  or  misdemeanours  of  any 
of  the  officers  of  the  customs  in  the  said  Colony  of  Conecti- 
cott, and  shall  also  advise  them  as  occasion  shall  offer  of  all 
occurrences  relating  for  their  information1  relating  either  to 
the  aforesaid  laws  of  Trade  & Navigation  and  the  revenue 
of  customs  and  other  duties  under  their  management  both  in 
England  and  the  Plantacons. 

16thly  Whereas  by  the  aforesaid  Act  for  preventing  Frauds 
& regulating  Abuses  in  the  Plantation  Trade,  ’tis  provided 
for  the  more  effectuall  prevention  of  frauds  which  may  be 
used  to  elude  the  intention  of  the  said  Act  by  colouring  for- 
reigne  ships  under  English  names  that  from  & after  the  25 
March  1698  no  ship  or  vessell  shall  bee  deemed  or  passe  as 
a ship  of  the  built  of  England  Ireland  Wales  Berwick  Guern- 
sey Jersey  or  any  of  the  Plantations  in  America  so  as  to  be 
qualified  to  trade  to  from  or  in  any  of  his  Maties  said  Plan- 
tacons untill  the  person  or  persons  clayming  property  in  such 
ship  or  vessell  shall  register  the  same  in  manner  thereby 
directed,  you  shall  take  care  that  no  forreign  built  ship  bee 
permitted  to  pass  as  a ship  belonging  to  the  Kingdom  of 
England  Ireland  Wales  or  to  the  towne  of  Berwick  upon 
Tweed  untill  proofe  be  made  upon  oath  of  one  or  more  of  the 
owners  before  the  collector  & comptroller  of  the  customs  in 
such  port  to  which  she  belongs  & upon  like  proofe  before 
your  selfe  with  the  principall  officer  of  the  revenue  residing 


'Sic. 
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in  the  Colony  of  Conecticott  if  such  ship  shall  belong  to  the 
said  Colony  of  Conecticott  which  oath  you  & the  officers  of 
the  customs  respectively  are  authorized  to  administer  in  man- 
ner thereby  directed  and  being  attended  by  you  and  them  so 
administring  the  same  and  registred  in  due  forme  according 
to  the  specimen  hereunto  annexed  you  shall  not  faile  immedi- 
ately to  transmit  a duplicate  thereof  to  the  Comissioners  of 
the  Customes  in  London  in  order  to  be  entred  in  a generall 
register  to  be  there  kept  for  that  purpose  with  penalty  upon 
every  ship  or  vessell  trading  to  from  or  in  any  of  the  said 
Plantacons  in  America  after  the  said  25th  day  of  March  and 
not  having  made  proofe  of  her  built  and  property  as  thereby 
directed  that  she  shalbe  liable  to  such  prosecucon  and  for- 
feiture as  any  for  reign  ship  (except  prizes  condemned  in  his 
Maties  high  Court  of  Admiralty)  would  for  trading  with  the 
Plantations  by  the  said  law  be  liable  unto  this  proviso  (that 
all  such  shipps  as  have  been  or  shall  be  taken  at  sea  by  letters 
of  mart  or  reprizall  and  condemnation  thereof  made  in  the 
high  Court  of  Admiralty  of  England  shalbe  specially  registred 
menconing  the  capture  and  condemnation  instead  of  the  time 
and  place  of  building  with  proofe  also  upon  oath  that  the 
entire  property  is  English  before  any  such  prize  be  allowed 
the  priviledge  of  an  English  built  shipp  according  to  the 
meaning  of  the  said  Act. 

And  that  no  ships  name  registred  be  afterwards  changed 
without  registring  such  ship  de  novo  which  by  the  said  Act 
is  required  to  be  done  upon  any  transfer  of  property  to 
another  port  and  delivering  up  the  former  certificate  to  be 
cancelled  under  the  same  penalties  and  in  the  like  method. 
And  in  case  any  alteration  of  property  in  the  same  port  by 
the  sale  of  one  or  more  shares  in  any  ship  belonging  after 
registring  thereof  such  sale  shall  alwayes  be  acknowledged  by 
endorsem*  on  the  certificate  of  register  before  two  witnesses 
in  order  to  prove  that  the  entire  property  in  such  shipp 
remaines  to  some  of  the  subjects  of  England  if  any  dispute 
shall  arise  concerning  the  same. 

17thly  And  whereas  notwithstanding  the  many  good  laws 
made  from  time  to  time  for  preventing  of  frauds  in  the 
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plantation  trade  which  have  been  enumerated  in  these  & 
former  instructions  it  is  manifest  that  very  great  abuses  have 
been  and  continue  still  to  bee  practiced  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  same  which  abuses  must  needs  arise  from  the  insolvency 
of  the  persons  who  are  accepted  for  security  or  from  the 
remisnes  and  conivance  of  such  as  have  been  or  are  Gover- 
nours  in  the  severall  Plantations  who  ought  to  take  care  that 
those  persons  who  give  bond  should  be  duly  prosecuted  in 
case  of  nonperformance. 

You  are  to  take  notice  that  his  Matie  taking  the  good  of 
the  Plantations  and  the  improvem1  of  the  trade  thereof  by  a 
strict  and  punctuall  observance  of  the  severall  laws  in  force 
concerning  the  same  to  be  of  soe  great  importance  to  the 
benefit  of  England  and  to  the  advancing  of  the  duties  of  the 
customes  here  that  if  his  Matie  shalbe  hereafter  informed 
that  at  any  time  there  shalbe  any  failure  in  the  due  ob- 
servance of  these  present  instructions  by  any  wilfull  fault  or 
neglect  on  your  part  his  Matie  will  looke  upon  it  as  a breach 
of  the  trust  reposed  in  you,  which  his  Matie  will  punish  with 
the  losse  of  your  place  in  that  government  and  such  further 
marks  of  his  royall  displeasure  as  hee  shall  think  reasonable 
to  be  inflicted  upon  you  for  yor  offence  in  a matter  of  this 
consequence  that  you  are  now  so  particularly  charged  with. 

Given  at  his  Mats  Court  at  Whitehall  the  two  & twentieth 
day  of  July  1697,  in  the  ninth  year  of  his  Mats  reigne. 

By  their  Excellencys  command, 

Cha.  Montague1 
Ste.  Fox 
J.  Smith 
Tho.  Litteeton 
T.  Peeham. 

Instruccons  for  the  Governor  of  New  England. 


1 Charles  Montague,  Stephen  Fox,  John  Smith,  Thomas  Littleton 
and  Thomas  Pelham  were  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury.  [Ed.] 
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ROBERT  TREAT  TO  WAIT  WINTHROP.1 
Ma'f  Winthrop. 

HonrbI  Sr:  Having  some  intimations  that  revive  our  hopes 

of  the  return  of  the  Honrbl  Majr  Genr11  John  Winthrop  (if 
he  should  arrive  before  winter)  we  desire  of  yourself  to  con- 
gratulate his  safe  return  on  our  behalf,  our  distance  & diffi- 
culty of  travelling  in  the  winter  does  necessitate  us  to  request 
this  of  yourself,  yet  not  to  excuse  ourselves  from  giving  any 
testimonies  of  our  honourable  & hearty  esteem  of  himself  & 
his  services  for  this  Colony  as  soon  as  we  hear  of  his  arrival. 
And  knowing  that  the  service  he  has  been  engaged  in  has  been 
expensive  & our  distance  at  some  times  incapacitating  us  for 
a ready  supply,  we  request  of  yourself  in  our  behalf  & account 
to  furnish  him  upon  his  arrival  with  what  is  needfull  for  his 
short  stay  that  he  may  make  in  Boston  and  we  shall  thank- 
fully acknowledge  your  respect  to  us  therein  & faithfully 
respond  your  accounts : this  will  be  an  addition  to  other  offices 
of  love  you  have  done  for  this  Colony:  not  to  add  but  that 
now  & at  all  times  I am  Sr  Yor  humble  servant 
Hartford  December  2,  1697.  Robert  Treat. 

[Superscribed]  To  the  Honrbl  Majr  Genr11  Wait  Winthrop 

In  Boston. 

Received  this  12th  January  1697  of  Majr  Genr11  Wait 
Winthrop  forty  pounds  two  shillings  in  full  for  his  brothers 
passage  & accommodations  &c.  from  England  in  ye  Jeremiah. 
I say  recd 

£ 40.  2s  ^ Gieb.  Bant. 


1 Wait  or  Waitstill  Winthrop  of  Boston,  younger  brother  of  Fitz 
John  Winthrop,  was  Major  General  of  the  Massachusetts  military 
forces.  [Ed.] 
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FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP  TO  ROBERT  TREAT. 

Boston  Decbr  13th,  1697. 

Honhle  Sr.  It  was  on  Saterday  the  11th  instant  that  I arrived 
here  in  foure  weekes  from  the  Landes  End  of  England.  Wee 
came  in  company  with  my  Lord  Bellomont  about  eight  dayes, 
who  goes  first  to  New  York  to  take  upon  him  the  governm* 
of  that  Province  & hope  he  may  be  there  before  this  tyme. 

I have  the  Kings  letter  & some  from  the  Lords  Comis- 
sionrs  of  Trade  & Plantations,  but  are  still  on  board  the  ship 
& cannot  be  come  at  to  send  by  this  post.  The  enclosed  came 
in  another  ship  in  company  with  the  same  order  to  this 
governm1  for  publishing  the  peace  between  his  Majty  & the 
French  King,  & was  wrot  after  I came  from  London,  the 
ratification  of  the  peace  not  being  then  come  from  Riswick, 
& suppose  the  same  may  be  sent  by  the  ships  to  New  York. 
I am  ready  to  wait  upon  yor  Honr  as  soone  as  I have  dis- 
patched some  occations  here  & the  season  will  permit,  wch  is 
now  very  hard  here,  & can  be  supplyed  with  horses,  wch  are 
very  difficultly  to  be  procured  for  a winter  journey. 

When  my  Lord  is  arrived  I suppose  yor  Honr  will  think 
it  fit  to  congratulate  his  arrivall  as  soone  as  may  be  with  con- 
veniency,  & I beleive  some  gentm  will  be  sent  from  hence  upon 
that  service.  I have  been  under  some  indisposition  at  sea  & 
am  not  now  very  well,  & can  give  yor  Honr  but  this  short  acc* 
& that  the  governm1  is  well  in  the  Kings  favour  as  mentioned 
in  former  letters,  & is  under  a good  opinion  with  the  Lords 
Comissionrs  of  Trade  & Plantations,  wch  I hope  will  continue. 
I have  great  reason  to  acknowledg  Gods  favour  & protection 
to  me  & that  he  has  been  pleased  to  returne  me  in  safety 
through  many  difficultyes  & dangers.  My  humble  service  to 
yor  Honr;  the  Leiu1  Govr  & Gentm  of  the  Councill  is  all  at 
prsent  from 

Yr  Honrs  faythfull  send 

J.  Winthrop. 

[Superscribed]  For  the  Honble  Robert  Treat  Esq,  Govr  of 
his  Majtys  Collony  of  Conecticot,  at  Milford. 
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CONNECTICUT  COMMISSIONERS  TO 
RHODE  ISLAND  COMMISSIONERS.1 

A Memoriall  given  in  by  us  whose  names  are  subscribed, 
Corns1-8  for  the  Colony  of  Connecticot;  to  Majr  John 
Green,  Capt.  Nathaniel  Coddington,  Weston  Clark,  & 
Thomas  Olney  Esqrs,  Corns1-8  for  the  Colony  of  Rhode 
Island,  met  at  Stoningtown,  June  29th  1698. 

Whereas  the  Honbl  the  Lords  Corns1-8  for  Trade  and 
For  reign  Plantations,  by  a letter  to  the  Gov1-  & Company  of 
his  Majties  Colony  of  Connecticot,  bearing  date  Aug.  26th  97, 
have  been  pleased  to  recomend  to  the  Gov1-  & Company  of  the 
sd  Colony,  that  they  should  endeavour  an  amicable  compliance 
with  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  about  the  Boundaries  of 
the  sd  Colonies;  the  same  which  also  their  Lordships  were 
pleased  to  advise  & direct  the  Govr  & Company  of  ye  sd 
Colony  of  Rhode  Island,  by  a letter  dated  about  the  same 
time,  as  we  understand  by  yourselves,  In  pursuance  of  which 
advice  of  their  Lordships,  we  have  by  order  of  our  Gov1-, 
Councill  & Gen11  Assembly,  mett  yourselves  at  Stoningtown, 
the  day  abovementioned,  and  as  we  cannot  but  take  this 
opportunity  (according  to  the  powers  given  us)  to  let  you 
understand  that  as  we  do  esteem  it  our  duty  with  all  thank- 
fullness  to  acknowledge  their  Lordships  favour,  expressed  in 
their  gratious  recommending  to  us,  to  use  our  utmost  en- 
deavours with  you,  that  those  long  & unhappy  differences, 
which  have  hapned  between  ye  Colonies  abovesd,  about  their 
bounds,  might  be  in  a friendly  & loving  manner  composed; 
so  we  may  not  neglect  to  acquaint  you,  that  we  do  heartily 
rejoyce,  that  we  have  now  so  good  an  opportunity  to  offer 
what  we  may  towards  such  a conclusion  of  the  sd  unhappy 
differences,  as  may  be  for  the  mutuall  good  & satisfaction  of 
the  sd  Colonies.  And  that  you  may  be  fully  assured  of  our 
sincere  desires  & readiness  to  contribute  what  we  may  to  so 
good  an  end,  we  do  hereby  declare  unto  you,  that  however  we 
have  by  our  charter,  undoubted  right  to  extend  our  govern- 


1 From  a copy  in  the  handwriting  of  Reverend  Gurdon  Saltonstall. 
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ment  to  a river  called  in  our  charter  Narraganset  River, 
(which  was  so  called  at  and  before  the  date  of  our  sd  char- 
ter,) and  which  at  the  place  where  it  falls  into  the  sea  is  also 
called  Narraganset  Bay  (which  foresd  river  is  now  also  known 
by  the  name  of  Seaconk  River,  & higher  up  Blacksfones 
River)  which  river  & bay  of  Narraganset  is  by  our  charter 
declared  to  be  the  eastern  bounds  of  our  Colony;  we  are 
nevertheless  not  unwilling  for  the  obtaining  a peaceable  issue 
of  all  differences  which  have  been  between  the  sd  Colonies,  to 
declare  our  willingness  to  abate  of  what  we  do  esteem  our 
most  just  right  & due.  Which  proposall  (that  we  may  be 
most  forward  in  expressing  our  earnest  desire  of  peace,  & 
our  cheerfull  readiness  to  comply  with  the  advice  of  the 
Honbl  the  Lords  Comsrs  for  Trade  &c.)  we  do  by  these 
presents  make  unto  you.  And  whereas  the  Colony  of  Rhode 
Island  do  lay  claime  to  the  government  of  (wc  claime  hath 
been  now  asserted  to  yrselves)  & have  by  means  & wayes, 
which  we  suppose  not  to  be  justifiable  in  the  law,  gotten  into 
possession,  a very  considerable  tract  of  land,  lying  within  the 
aforesd  eastern  bounds  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticot,  between 
the  sd  Narraganset  River  & Bay,  & a river  in  the  Pequot 
country,  commonly  called  Paukatuck  River;  which  sd  posses- 
sion hath  been  very  injurious  and  much  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  Colony  of  Connecticot.  We  do  hereby  declare  & make 
offer  to  yrselves,  as  Comsrs  for  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island, 
that  if  you  do  see  meet  in  the  behalf  of  the  sd  Colony  of 
Rhode  Island  to  make  such  proposals  to  us,  as  shall  yeild  to 
us,  for  the  Colony  of  Connecticot  some  part  of  the  aforesd 
lands  by  charter  granted  to  us,  which  are  now  claimed  as 
belonging  to  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island,  we  are  ready  to 
receive  and  consider  the  sd  proposals,  & shall  shew  ourselves 
willing  to  comply  with  all  such  reasonable  ones  as  we  may 
conceive  to  be  for  the  mutuall  good  & peace  of  both  the  fore- 
mentioned  Collonies ; saving  notwithstanding  to  ourselves,  that 
these  our  proposals  for  peace,  by  these  prests  made,  shall  not 
be  deemed  or  interpreted,  to  be  any  prejudice  to  the  sd  Colony 
of  Connecticot,  in  their  after  asserting  of  their  right  of 
extending  their  government  to  the  forementioned  eastward 
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bounds  of  ye  sd  Colony  of  Connecticut,  as  in  their  charter 
expressed,  & legall  prosecution  of  their  right  to  the  same; 
provided  these  our  proposals  shall  not  be  accepted  by  yrselves, 
& issue  in  such  an  amicable  compliance  as  we  on  our  parts  do 
truly  desire  & have  endeavoured. 

Stonington  June  29th  1698. 

This  is  a true  copy  of  what  was 
delivered  in  to  the  Comsrs  for 
Rhode  Island  abovementioned, 
the  date  above,  as  attests  wee 
whose  names  are  hereunto  added 
& subscribed. 


Samll  Mason1 
Danll  Withered 
James  Noyes 
G.  Saltonstall 
R.  Christophers. 


CONNECTICUT  COMMISSIONERS  TO 
RHODE  ISLAND  COMMISSIONERS.* 1 

To  Majr  Green,  Cap1  Nath.  Coddington,  Weston  Clarke, 
Thomas  Olney  Esqrs,  Commissrs  for  the  Colony  of 
Rhode  Island,  the  Comsrs  for  the  Colony  of  Connecti- 
cot,  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  do  reply  to 
your  return  to  our  Memoriall;  wc  Return  bears  date  in 
Stoningtown  June  30th  1698,  as  followeth. 

Gentlemen:  We  have  received  from  you  a writing,  which 

you  are  pleased  to  stile  a Return  to  our  Memoriall;  which 
though  we  cannot  imagine  upon  what  account  you  call  it  an 
answer  to  our  proposall  for  peace  & amicable  agreement,  yet 
we  cannot  but  take  notice  that  it  seemeth  to  have  no  such 
tendency,  to  that  end  which  both  yrselves  and  we  have  pro- 
fessed, as  was  by  us  very  much  desired;  which  we  would 
willingly  ascribe  to  yr  misconstruction  of  our  memoriall, 
rather  than  to  any  other  reason.  To  rectifie  which  miscon- 
struction, we  think  meet  to  make  you  this  brief  reply.  You 
may  easyly  perceive  in  our  memoriall,  that  we  have  declared 


1 Samuel  Mason  and  James  Noyes  were  residents  of  Stonington, 
Daniel  Withered,  Gurdon  Saltonstall  and  Richard  Christophers  of  New 
London.  [Ed.] 

1 From  a copy  attested  by  the  Commissioners. 
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to  you  3 things.  1st,  the  right  of  our  Colony  to  extend  their 
governm1  according  to  charter,  to  a river  called  Narraganset 
River  & Bay,  for  the  eastward  bounds;  2dly,  our  willingness 
to  abate  of  some  part  of  our  right  for  a peaceable  accomoda- 
tion of  differences  between  our  respective  Colonies;  3dly,  Our 
readiness  to  receive  from  yrselves  all  such  proposals  as  may 
yield  to  us  a reasonable  part  of  what  is  so  claimed  by  us,  & 
to  close  with  them ; for  the  peace,  & good  settlem1  of  all  mat- 
ters in  difference  between  both  our  Colonies.  In  your  Return, 
you  make  no  objection,  nor  alledge  any  reasons  ag1  our  sd 
claime:  but  you  object  two  things,  1st,  that  we  have  not 
declared  how  much  we  are  willing  to  abate  of  our  aforesd 
right,  2dly,  that  we  would  not  shew  you  where  were  your 
western  bounds,  which  is  alledged  by  you  to  be  the  chief 
reason  why  you  cannot  come  to  a compliance  with  us.  Gentle- 
men: We  cannot  see  in  all  this  any  thing  that  hath  the  least 
colour  of  an  answer  to  our  proposall:  for,  (to  reply  to  the 
first  objection)  tho  we  have  not  declared  how  much  of  our 
right  aforesd  we  are  willing  to  abate  (which  we  think  upon 
good  reason  is  not  now  proper  for  us  to  do)  that  could  not 
possibly  hinder  you  from  making  reasonable  offers  to  sur- 
render some  part  of  what  you  detain  from  us ; which  if  we 
mistake  not  is  proper  for  yr  selves  to  do,  & can’t  be  done  at 
this  pres1  by  any  other.  And  (as  for  the  2d  objection)  your 
pretending  that  we  refused  to  shew  you,  or  declare  where 
your  westward  bounds  are;  we  are  much  surprised  at  the 
mention  of  it.  Had  you  been  ignorant  of  them,  we  should 
have  been,  and  still  are,  willing  to  give  you  information,  (all 
we  can)  about  them.  But  since  we  cannot  conceive  you  to  be 
ignorant  in  that  point,  we  must  necessarily  look  upon  your 
objection,  to  be  very  remote  from  contributing  to  the  amicable 
agreem1  which  we  have  all  professed.  You  have  been,  both 
by  our  discourse  & by  our  memoriall,  sufficiently  informed 
what  part  or  tract  of  land  that  is  which  we  claim  to  be  within 
our  bounds  according  to  charter,  & which  is  now  illegally  (as 
we  suppose)  in  yr  possession,  & withheld  from  us.  You 
could  not  but  understand  that  we  had  declared  ourselves  such 
friends  to  peace  as  not  to  insist  strictly  upon  a return  of  the 
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whole,  but  would  be  willing  to  close  with  such  proposals  of 
surrender  from  you,  who  are  possessors,  as  might  be  reason- 
able, & conducing  to  the  benefit  of  both  Colonies.  And  in  so 
plain  a case,  it  had  been  easy  for  you  to  have  declared  your- 
selves fully  & plainly,  whether  you  were  disposed  to  yield 
any  thing  of  the  premises  demanded,  & how  much;  or  were 
resolved  to  yield  no  part  of  the  same.  But  instead  of  that  to 
make  up  yr  return  of  objections,  & those  as  we  conceive  not 
at  all  materiall,  we  think  very  strange,  and  shall  leave  it  to  be 
judged  of  elswhere. 

Gentlemen:  As  for  yr  complaining  that  our  discourses 

with  you  have  expressed  a repugnancy  to  that  amicable  agree- 
ment between  our  respective  Colonies,  (wc  have  impowred  us 
as  their  Comsrs)  which  hath  been  proposed,  we  shall  only  say, 
that  it  may  not  be  convenient  for  us  to  declare  our  thoughts 
about  that  paragraph  of  your  return.  But  we  thank  you,  y* 
you  do  us  the  justice  to  own  that  our  discourses  with  you 
were  agreeable  to  our  memoriall  given  you;  which  we  hope 
will  justifie  us  wherever  it  shall  appear  to  have  sincerely 
desired  & endeavoured  the  peace  & love,  which  to  procure  we 
have  here  met  with  yrselves.  We  are  sorry  that  our  pres1 
meeting  is  not  like  to  have  the  end  which  we  have  much 
desired,  but  must  still  declare  ourselves  willing  & ready  to  do 
our  utmost  that  those  unhappy  differences,  which  we  have 
here  convened  to  compromize,  may  be  happily  composed,  to 
the  mutuall  good  & advantage  of  both  the  Colonies  concernd. 
We  shall  therfore  according  to  the  instructions  given  us,  (as 
soon  as  we  may)  apply  ourselves  to  his  Excellency  ye  Ld 
Bellomont,  in  compliance  with  the  directions  of  the  Lds  Comis- 
sioners  for  Trade  &c.  to  this  his  Majties  Colony  of  Conecticot, 
and  intreat  his  Lordships  assistance  & direction  in  our  ensuing 
endeavours. 

Stonington  June  30th  1698. 

The  above  written  is  a true  coppy  compared 
in  Stonington  30th  June  1698,  Attest 
Samueix  Mason 
Daniee  WetherEEE 
G.  Saetonstaee 
Richard  Christophers 
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THE  MINISTERS  OF  FAIRFIEED  COUNTY 
TO  THE  GENERAL  COURT.1 

To  the  Hond  Gen11  Court  at  Hartford  Octobr  13th  1698. 

Honoured  Sirs:  It  may  be  remembred  yl  at  the  last 

sessions  of  the  Gen11  Court,  viz:  May  12th,  this  present  98 
we  made  or  address  unto  them  signifying  or  great  dissatisfac- 
tion with  some  lawes  & orders  of  ye  Courts  in  May  & Octobr 
in  the  year  1697  relating  to  ministers  maintenance.  What  ill 
resentment  or  address  had  with  many  of  the  Court,  & what 
various  censures  we  have  by  many  bin  laid  under  upon  the 
account  of  it,  we  have  had  abundant  information  which  hath 
occasioned  or  serious  & deliberate  review  of  or  sd  address,  y* 
we  might  find  whether  there  were  any  thing  contained  in  it 
that  needed  either  retraction  or  explanation;  and  for  or  help 
in  this  enquiry  we  have  taken  into  consideration  what  excep- 
tions are  taken  agst  our  address,  as  far  as  they  are  come  to  or 
knowledge,  and  we  find  them  reducible  unto  two  heads,  first 
such  as  concern  ye  manner  of  or  address,  (2ly)  such  as  con- 
cern any  of  the  parts  of  it.  In  answering  of  which  we  shall 
offer  or  present  & deliberate  thoughts  unto  the  consideration 
of  this  Hond  Court,  upon  whom  (as  we  are  informed)  the 
matter  is  depending  for  an  issue. 

(1.)  It  is  by  some  objected  as  to  the  manner  of  or 
address  that  it  seems  to  cast  great  disrespect  upon  autority 
&c. 

Unto  this  we  answer  that  as  or  carriage  hitherto  hath 
given  us  as  good  a claim  unto  a due  honouring  of  autority  as 
any  subjects  in  the  Colony  can  have,  soe  had  we  now  bin 
rightly  understood  none  would  have  soe  much  as  suspected  us 
of  any  failure  therein.  First  therefore  let  it  be  remembred 
that  we  were  far  from  manifesting  any  dislike  of  any  acts  or 
orders  of  ye  Hond  Court  in  May  last  unto  whom  we  made  or 
address;  we  spake  to  them  but  not  of  them.  But  unto  them 
we  manifested  or  great  dissatisfaction  with  some  lawes  & 
orders  of  May  & Octobr  in  the  year  1697  as  unto  those  in 


1 From  the  original  in  the  handwriting  of  Reverend  Joseph  Webb. 
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whose  power  it  was  to  remove  or  grievances,  and  as  to  those 
Courts  in  97  we  are  fully  satisfyed  y4  their  autority  was 
ceased  when  the  Gen11  Court  in  May  98  was  in  being,  for  or 
charter  allows  not  of  two  Gen11  Courts  at  once  in  this  Colony. 
It  is  impossible  to  reflect  any  disrespect  upon  autority  where 
yre  is  none,  whereas  a Court  y4  was  & is  not  is  noe  autority. 
It  is  noe  disrespect  to  autority  in  the  raign  of  his  present 
Majtie  (whom  God  preserve)  to  speak  agst  any  illegalities  in 
the  former  raign : and  as  to  those  Courts  in  97  as  we  are  far 
from  thinking  y 4 all  or  indeed  ye  major  part  of  the  members 
of  them  did  fully  consent  in  those  acts  & orders  of  which  we 
complain  soe  we  are  allsoe  sure  that  they  stand  most  for  the 
honr  of  those  courts  y4  seek  to  have  those  acts  & orders  re- 
pealed being  such  as  till  then  will  unavoidably  tend  to  yr 
dishonr.  If  it  should  be  said  yt  many  of  ye  members  of  those 
courts  in  97  were  allsoe  members  of  the  Court  in  May  98,  yet 
what  autority  they  have  in  98  doth  not  result  from  any  rela- 
tion they  had  to  ye  Courts  in  97  but  from  a new  election ; and 
this  we  well  know  that  an  election  may  be  soe  managed 
according  to  charter  y4  not  soe  much  as  one  member  of  a 
Generali  Court  in  one  year  shall  be  a member  of  a Gen11 
Court  ye  next  year. 

(2.)  Another  objection  is  that  we  were  too  sharp. 

(1.)  To  y 4 we  answer,  first  it  might  well  be  expected  y4 
the  Courts  of  May  & Octobr  97  holding  us  soe  hard  to  the 
grindstone  would  bring  us  to  an  edge  if  we  had  any  capable 
mettall,  and  it  is  noe  wonder  if  they  speak  feelingly  y4  feel 
before  they  speak. 

(2.)  We  might  well  have  bin  charged  with  absurdity  if 
we  had  declared  great  dissatisfaction  with  any  law  or  order 
of  any  court  & yet  had  not  declared  w4  we  had  to  object  agst 
it. 

(3.)  Thirdly  if  yre  were  any  thing  in  or  address  y4  were 
not  according  to  truth  we  should  upon  conviction  of  it  account 
ors.  bound  in  duty  to  make  or  repentance  of  it  as  publick  as 
we  made  or  address ; but  upon  or  most  deliberate  review  being 
fully  satisfyed  of  ye  contrary  we  think  it  strange  y4  other  per- 
sons wn  they  speak  to  a court  being  frequently  laid  under  ye 
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obligation  of  an  oath  to  speak  ye  truth  & nothing  but  the  truth, 
it  should  be  accounted  an  offence  for  ministrs  to  doe  it,  with- 
out an  oath;  if  we  did  not  speak  the  whole  truth  at  large  it 
was  because  we  had  such  esteem  of  the  prudence  of  the  Court 
to  whom  we  made  or  address  as  to  conclude  that  unto  them 
brief  hints  were  sufficient. 

As  to  exceptions  y*  are  taken  agst  particular  parts  of  or 
address  as  we  should  too  much  impose  upon  the  patience  of 
this  Hond  Court  to  stand  upon  the  vindication  of  every  par- 
ticular, soe  it  would  be  to  us  a needless  labour  for  such  is  ye 
mutuall  dependance  of  the  parts  one  upon  another  that  the 
vindication  of  two  or  three  will  be  the  vindication  of  all. 

(1.)  First  therefore,  whereas  it  is  by  some  taken  most 
hainously  that  we  seem  to  charge  those  Courts  in  97  with 
assuming  a power  which  neither  God  nor  the  King  have  ever 
given  them,  we  request  it  may  be  considered,  first  whether 
God  or  the  King  have  impowred  any  court  to  make  any  law 
cross  to  the  very  ends  of  governmh  Whereas  it  will  be 
readily  granted  by  all  that  ye  glory  of  God  is  the  highest  end, 
the  good  of  the  subject  ye  imediate  & next  end  of  governm1 
& the  Court  of  May  97  have  in  the  preface  to  that  law  which 
we  object  agst  declared  that  the  due  stating  of  a certain  as 
well  as  competent  maintenance  for  ministers  is  of  high  im- 
portance for  these  ends,  & yet  have  made  a law  which  neces- 
sarily makes  the  maintenance  of  ministers  uncertain  as  long 
as  it  stands  in  force. 

(2.)  Secondly  whether  God  or  the  King  have  ever  im- 
powred any  Court  to  lay  a grievous  punishm*  upon  innocent 
persons,  and  yet  such  it  is  for  any  person  to  be  debarred  & 
degraded  from  the  corhon  right  & priviledge  of  all  adult  sub- 
jects that  are  sui  juris,  viz : throly  to  covenant  with  others 
about  his  own  concernmts,  yet  thus  are  ministers  dealt  with 
being  disallowed  to  goe  thorow  in  any  covenant  about  their 
necessary  maintenance  an  essentiall  part  of  such  covenants 
being  reserved  unto  the  courts.  It  had  not  bin  soe  much  to 
the  reproach  of  ministers  if  others  allsoe  had  bin  laid  under 
the  like  restraint.  If  merchts  & tradesmen  had  only  bin 
allowed  to  agree  with  yr  customers  about  the  price  of  yr 
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goods  or  wares,  & in  w*  species  they  should  be  paid  for  them, 
but  the  Court  had  reserved  yl  power  to  themselves  yearly  to 
determine  both  the  proportion  of  ye  species  & the  price  of 
them  at  wch  they  should  receive  yr  pay,  but  that  ministers 
alone  must  be  thus  dealt  with  makes  it  the  more  to  yr  reproach. 
Other  things  we  might  add  as  to  the  objection,  but  we  fear 
prolixity. 

(2.)  Secondly  whereas  some  object  ag8t  y1  expression 
as  sounding  harsh,  viz:  y1  according  to  those  orders  agst 
which  we  object  a minister  hath  not  y®  priviledge  of  a 
shepheard  or  cow  keeper,  we  appeal  to  ye  gentlemen  deputies 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  affaires  of  yr  respective  towns 
to  give  one  instance  if  they  can  of  any  town  in  the  Colony  y1 
can  hire  a shepheard  or  cow  keeper  upon  such  termes  as  are 
imposed  upon  ministers  viz:  yl  tho  a sume  may  be  agreed 
upon  for  yr  wages  & in  w*  species  it  shall  be  paid,  yet  they 
shall  be  dissallowed  to  agree  concerning  the  proportion  of  the 
species  or  the  prices  at  wch  they  shall  be  paid,  and  when  pay 
time  draws  near  yt  shall  be  determined  by  others  & in  the 
issue  by  those  yt  imployed  them. 

Moreover  we  request  it  may  be  considered  what  would 
be  thought  of  such  a practice  viz : y*  a company  of  people  y* 
have  made  yms.  debtrs  to  merchants  or  tradesmen  should  meet 
together  & jointly  agree  not  to  pay  any  sort  of  provision  to 
yr  creditrs  at  such  a price  as  they  might  rationally  expect,  but 
at  wl  price  they  shall  agree  amongst  ym  selves  whether  any 
other  will  receive  it  again  from  yr  creditrs  at  such  a price  or 
not;  and  yet  thus  are  ministers  dealt  with  according  to  the 
laws  we  object  agst.  For  it  is  a known  thing  that  all  towns 
y*  have  ministers  are  become  debtrs  to  them  in  y®  latter  end 
of  y®  year  and  y®  law  allows  & appoints  y*  these  debtrs  shall 
by  yr  deputies  wch  are  their  representatives  meet  together  at 
y®  latter  end  of  y®  year  & agree  among  themselves  at  wt  price 
they  will  pay  any  sort  of  provision  to  yr  ministers.  We  again 
request  it  may  be  seriously  considered  whether  this  be  a prac- 
tice meet  to  be  established  by  a law  in  the  case  of  ministers 
when  it  would  be  condemned  by  law  in  y®  case  of  merchtts 
or  tradesmen. 
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(3.)  Thirdly,  it  sounds  very  harsh  to  some  yt  we  should 
speak  of  being  driven  from  or  ministry  by  persecution  (upon 
supposition  of  those  lawes  being  continued.)  But  we  answer 
that  we  have  reason  to  be  best  acquainted  with  or  own  con- 
cernmts,  and  y*  most  of  us  can  affirm  yt  w*  maintenance  we 
have  hitherto  received  hath  not  bin  sufficient  for  food  & 
cloathing  for  or  families  if  we  had  not  help  some  other  way, 
and  if  that  maintenance  wch  was  too  little  before  must  be 
shortned  at  pleasure  as  the  Court  of  Octobr  97  made  a fair 
beginning  to  doe  we  must  be  starved  out  of  the  ministry  as 
to  this  Colony,  & if  y*  being  done  by  autority  will  not  bear 
yt  term  we  know  not  what  will. 

The  truth  is  we  doe  not  believe  that  ye  Hond  Court  is 
sensible  how  low  ministers  are  allready  brought,  but  this  is 
most  certain  that  they  wch  preach  the  gospell  doe  not  (at  least 
in  many  places)  live  of  the  gospell,  and  we  can  boldly  affirm 
that  God  hath  not  his  due  in  this  Colony,  and  yl  to  withhold 
it  will  never  advance  ye  Colonyes  prosperity. 

As  for  some  other  reflexions  from  some  as  that  or 
address  was  a scurrilous  paper  and  yt  we  deserve  to  be  sent 
to  prison  &c  we  account  them  below  or  consideration  or  reply. 

We  add  noe  more  but  only  or  requests  to  this  Hond 
Court  unto  whose  determination  this  matter  is  referred  that 
you  would  please  soe  far  to  considr  what  is  most  for  yG 
honour  of  God  & religion  the  credit  of  this  Colony  and  the 
comfort  & encouragement  of  ministers  in  yr  work,  as  either  to 
give  us  relief  in  that  which  is  soe  gravaminous,  or  liberty 
without  offence  to  remove  the  subject  of  the  question. 

Dated  in  Norwalk,  Zechariah  Walker1 

at  a meeting  of  IsLL  Chauncy 

the  ministrs  of  Fairfield  Joseph  Webb 

County  this  1st  Septemb1-  Charles  Chauncey 

1698.  Seth  Shove 

Stephen  Buckingham. 


1 Walker  was  minister  of  the  church  in  Woodbury,  Israel  Chauncey 
in  Stratford,  Webb  in  Fairfield,  Charles  Chauncey  in  Stratfield  now 
Bridgeport,  Shove  in  Danbury  and  Buckingham  in  Norwalk.  [Ed.] 
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PROCLAMATION  BY  GOVERNOR 
FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP. 

Proclamation  concerning  the  mony  belonging  to  the  owners  of 
the  ship  Adventure,  Apr  ill  3d,  1699. 

Connecticut, 

New  England. 

By  the  Governour 
A Proclamation. 

Whereas  it  appears,  upon  examination  now  had  before 
me  that  certain  persons,  mariners  & others  who  have  been 
either  as  principalis  or  accessories  concerned  in  a Piracy  lately 
committed,  have  by  a pretence  of  gift  or  sale,  or  otherwise, 
disposed  of  a considerable  quantity  of  ye  money  or  goods  so 
pyratically  taken  from  the  merchants  his  Majesties  subjects 
the  owners  of  ye  sd  money  & goods,  whereby  ye  persons  so 
receiving  the  sd  goods  may  ignorantly  & unwittingly  expose 
themselves  to  ye  pains  & penalties  due  to  accessories  in  such 
a crime:  I do  hereby  for  ye  preventing  of  such  damages  to 
all  that  may  be  unwittingly  concerned,  and  that  all  persons 
may  have  a right  understanding  of  their  duty,  in  his  Majties 
name  strictly  charge  & require  all  persons  whatsoever,  who 
have  in  their  hands,  custody,  or  keeping,  any  of  ye  aforesd 
money  or  goods,  or  wc  may  be  suspected  to  have  been  any 
part  or  par  cell  of  ye  same,  of  whomsoever  yy  have  receivd  it, 
that  yy  do  forthwith  bring  in  ye  sd  goods  & money,  & give  in- 
formation thereof  to  ye  Govr  & Councell.  And  all  persons 
who  can  give  any  account  where  any  part  or  par  cell  of,  or 
belonging  to,  ye  sd  money  and  goods,  have  been  disposed  off, 
hid,  kept  or  concealed,  are  also  required  in  his  Majties  name 
forthwith  to  give  information  of  ye  same  to  ye  Governour  & 
Councell,  that  ye  aforesd  money  & goods  may  be  taken  care 
of  and  preserved  as  ye  law  provides,  hereby  signifying  to  all 
persons  yt  shall  fail  of  their  duty,  as  above  expressed,  that 
yy  shall  be  proceeded  ag1  according  to  ye  utmost  severity  of 
ye  law.  Given  under  my  hand  in  New  London,  this  3d  day 
of  Aprill  1699,  in  ye  eleventh  year  of  his  Majesties  reign. 

J.  WinThrop. 


God  save  ye  King. 
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[Superscribed]  To  ye  Sherriff  of  ye  County  of  New  London 
to  proclaim  forthwth  by  beat  of  drum. 

PROCLAMATION  BY  GOVERNOR 
FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP.1 

Proclamation  Aprill  13  1699. 

Connecticut. 

By  the  Honourable  John  Winthrop  Esqr 
Govr  & Corn’d1,  in  Cheif. 

A Proclamation. 

Whereas  by  a former  Proclamation  bearing  date  the  3d 
day  of  Aprill  1699,  all  persons  whatsoever  were  strictly 
charged  and  required  to  give  what  information  they  could 
forthwith  to  the  Govr  & Council,  concerning  the  Pyrats  now 
in  custody,  in  gaol  at  New  London;  or  any  of  their  accom- 
plices, or  concerning  any  of  the  money  or  goods,  belonging 
or  supposed  to  belong  to  any  of  them;  or  which  hath  by  any 
means  been  received  from  them.  And  whereas  notwithstand- 
ing the  sd  proclamation,  there  is  notorious  ground  of  suspition 
that  divers  persons  within  this  Colony,  have  recd,  harboured, 
concealed,  and  helped  to  convey  away,  some  of  the  aforesd 
accomplices,  with  severall  parcels  of  the  money  & goods 
piratically  taken  by  them;  whereby  the  course  of  justice  hath 
been  in  part  impeded,  the  apprehension  of  the  confederates 
of  the  aforesd  pyrats  prevented,  and  the  seizure  of  the  aforesd 
moneys  & goods  obstructed.  I do  therefore  with  the  advice 
& consent  of  the  Councill  strictly  charge  & require  in  his 
Majesties  name,  all  magistrates,  justices  of  the  peace,  sheriffs, 
constables,  and  other  officers  whether  civil  or  military,  and  all 
other  his  Majesties  subjects,  within  this  Colony,  to  use  their 
utmost  endeavours  to  seize  & apprehend  the  confederates  of 
the  aforesd  pyrats  hereafter  named,  viz.  Joseph  Bradish, 
William  Simpson,  John  Wesbie,  Aylmore  Clark,  Tee  Weth- 
erell,  Robert  Nox,  Cornelius  Larkin,  Thomas  Dean,  Robert 


1 The  body  of  the  above  proclamation  is  in  Mr.  Saltonstall’s  hand- 
writing. 
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Mason,  Francis  Read,  John  Loyd,  Robert  Amsdell,  Thomas 
Davis,  William  Sanders,  John  Powell,  Charles  Seamore,  with 
all  the  money  or  goods  that  shall  be  found  in  their  possession, 
or  that  hath  been  recd  from  them  and  rests  in  the  possession 
of  any  others;  and  to  carry  the  sd  persons  and  money  or 
goods  so  seized  to  the  Govr,  or  some  one  of  the  members  of 
the  Council,  or  some  one  of  his  Majesties  justices  of  the 
peace,  within  this  Colony,  that  the  sd  persons  may  be  pro- 
ceeded agb  and  the  sd  money  & goods  secured  according  to 
law.  And  all  persons  whomsoever  are  hereby  strictly  charged 
and  required  not  to  countenance,  harbour,  or  conceal,  any  of 
the  aforenamed  pyrats,  or  any  of  their  accomplices,  or  any 
others  yl  may  be  suspected  to  belong  to  them,  or  to  keep, 
hide,  withhold,  any  part  or  par  cell  of  the  moneys  or  goods 
belonging  or  suspected  to  belong,  to,  or  to  have  been  received 
from,  them,  or  any  confederates,  or  persons  that  have  been 
privately  concerned  with  them.  And  all  persons  whatsoever 
who  may  be  able  to  give  any  information,  to  the  Govr,  or  any 
one  of  the  members  of  the  Council,  or  any  of  his  Majesties 
justices  of  the  peace  within  this  Colony,  of  any  person  or 
persons,  that  have  secretly  or  otherwaies  recd  or  harboured 
the  aforesd  pyrats,  or  any  of  the  moneys  or  goods,  which  was 
found  with  them,  or  received  from  them,  or  any  that  may  be 
suspected  to  have  been  of  their  company,  or  confederate  with 
them,  are  required  forthwith  to  give  the  sd  information,  to 
the  aforesd  officers,  as  they  will  answer  their  neglect,  at  their 
utmost  perill.  Given  in  Councill  at  Saybrook,  the  13th  day  of 
Aprill  1699,  in  the  eleventh  year  of  his  Majties  reign. 

J Winthrop. 


God  save  the  King. 


COLONY  OF  CONNECTICUT. 
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THE  COLONY  OF  CONNECTICUT  TO  THE 
COMMISSIONERS  OF  TRADE  AND 
PLANTATIONS.1 

Copy  to  the  Lords  Comrs  of  the  Council  of  Trade. 

Oct.  15  th  1699. 

Hartford  Octobr  15  th,  1699, 

May  it  please  yr  Lordships:  In  obedience  to  his  Majties 

command  signified  to  ye  Govr  & Comp,  of  this  his  MajtieB 
Colony  of  Connec.  by  yr  Lordships,  wee  have  been  many 
times  since  endeavouring  to  issue  the  difference  between  this 
Colony  & Rhode  Island  concerning  the  government  of  the 
Narroganset  country,  and  particularly  before  his  Excellency 
the  Earl  of  Bellomont  at  Rhode  Island,  but  have  not  been  able 
to  effect  it.  This  government  hath  thereupon  given  a com- 
mission to  Sr  Henry  Ashurst,  Baronet,  as  our  Agent,  to  lay 
before  his  Majesty,  or  such  as  his  Majty  shall  appoint  to  take 
cognizance  of  the  same,  our  claime  to  the  government  of  the 
sd  country,  and  to  receive  his  Majesties  determination  therein, 
which  I thought  it  my  duty  to  signifie  to  yr  Lordships,  as 
having  recd  his  Majesties  commands  relating  to  that  affair 
from  yr  Lordships  hands. 


JOHN  TRACY  TO  FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP. 

Mr  Tracy  about  scoutes  July  29.  1700 

To  the  honnoured  Governor  of  Conectecot,  John  Wintrop  Esq. 
Sir:  We  find  unexpected  diffecultys  respecting  the  scouts, 

last  weeke  by  the  English  & this  weeke  by  the  Indians  defects. 
Our  English  souldiars  wait  & loosse  their  time  for  want  of 
Indians  not  knowing  the  woods  nor  manners  of  that  work, 
& Indians  we  can  git  none  I have  taken  all  the  pains  & care 
I can  in  goeing  & sending  to  the  Indians  but  attain  nothing. 
Honnered  Sir,  I would  humbly  offer  my  thoughts  concerning 
the  matter  that  it  be  throwly  prossecuted  without  such  bauks 


1 Draught  in  the  handwriting  of  Reverend  Gurdon  Saltonstall. 
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or  thrown  up,  if  prossecuted  the  Indians  must  be  ingaged  to 
have  their  men  ready  before  hand  & sume  of  them  to  take  it 
as  their  work,  & if  they  meet  with  any  diffeculty  to  repair  to 
your  honnor  for  help.  As  for  the  English  whether  it  might 
not  be  best  to  take  on  or  both  from  the  uper  towns  (most 
expert  concernd  & least  charg)  or  if  from  our  towns  that  we 
may  know  our  turns  & to  meet  at  a sartain  time  at  Windham 
to  releass  the  foremer  scouts  which  is  much  neerer  then 
Woodstock  & for  only  on  or  two  to  bring  tidings  of  what 
they  discover  soe  that  the  worke  may  not  faill.  I beg  your 
honnor  to  pardon  my  bouldness.  Sir  yours  to  command, 

John  Tracy. 

ROBERT  TREAT  TO  FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP. 

HonorU  Sr:  I receaved  yours  againe  by  the  post  wth  ye  en- 

closed declaration  but  strange  at  ye  carelesnes  of  ye  poste  in 
not  delivering  mine.  I have  taken  care  to  send  ym  according 
to  your  orders  and  therin  mentioned  Mr  Person,  if  your 
honor  approved  of  him  he  haveing  never  preachd  at  any  of 
or  Elections  yt  I know  of,  nor  Mr  Davenport,  Mr  Web,  Mr 
Buckingham  of  Harford  or  Mr  Meeks  of  Wethersfeild,  nor 
ye  minister  of  Glassenbery,  nor  Mr  Hubberd  of  Haddam, 
who  at  present  I think  may  be  spared  til  better  accepted  of 
his  people  and  setled  in  his  worke.  I wholly  leave  it  with  yor 
honor  not  questioning  but  what  you  doe  will  be  very  accept- 
able. And  as  to  Oweneco  his  informatio  not  to  be  slighted 
nor  he  discountenanced  in  ye  least  but  the  contrary  and  as 
good  inquiry  made  after  ye  matter  as  we  can,  there  may  be 
some  truth  in  it  though  all  be  not  true  and  better  be  awakened 
by  false  reports  to  attend  duty  then  secure  to  expose  orselves 
to  danger  I doubt  not  but  yor  honor  will  with  as  much  speed 
as  may  be  acquaint  my  Eord  Bellomont  wth  ye  report,  it  being 
said  to  be  grounded  on  a divellish  lye  of  a Duch  man  at 
Albany  so  full  of  mischeivous  consequence  to  ye  wholl  country 
and  I propound  whether  or  noe  if  yl  ye  reporte  remaine  likely 
to  be  true  it  be  not  necessary  to  propose  to  his  Eorp  yl  ye 
Indeans  may  be  undeceaved  y t its  a false  reporte  and  y1 
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there  is  noe  such  thing  ever  heard  of  wth  us.  Sometimes  we 
have  experienced  when  or  enemies  have  seen  yl  there  designs 
have  been  discovered  and  ye  English  aware  of  them  yl  they 
have  been  discouraged  for  yl  time.  Ye  Scattacook  Indians 
alwayes  since  ye  warr  have  been  ready  to  vent  their  mallice 
if  they  durst.  I have  had  opinion  at  present  till  some  further 
discovery  to  keep  it  as  private  as  might  be  but  finde  ye  poste 
hath  so  opened  it  yl  its  in  vaine.  I have  been  also  apt  to 
think  yl  if  there  be  such  a designe  against  ye  English  yl  ye 
Podatuck  & Oweantinuck  Indians  may  know  of  it  and  there- 
fore have  sent  to  Captn  Minor  of  Woodbery  to  be  as  inspect- 
ive  and  pump  some  of  their  Indians  if  they  know  of  anie 
designe  on  foot  against  the  Inglish  & by  whom  for  what 
against  whom  & where  to  be  attempted,  & if  he  gaines  any 
more  probability  y*  then  he  would  speedily  enforme  me  of  it 
& be  as  circumspect  & wacthfull  and  be  in  ye  use  of  ye  best 
means  hee  can  for  defence,  they  being  to  have  a Sunday  at 
Podatuck  ere  long  lie,  ys  to  Captn  Minor.  I pray  God  ye 
newes  may  be  false  but  if  otherwise  there  will  be  need  of 
further  measures  to  be  taken  speedily  for  prvention  & prepa- 
ration wch  I think  may  call  for  ye  meeting  of  ye  Assemblie 
and  to  much  for  me  to  scrible.  Bisket  may  be  made  at  Mil- 
ford if  needed  and  care  taken  for  wheat  to  make  it  of  where 
its  to  be  had.  I shall  only  ad  my  heartie  prayers  to  God  for 
you  and  your  Councell  and  Colonie  to  guide  & direct  you  in 
good  & safe  methods  as  may  consist  with  his  honor  ye  peace 
and  welfare  of  ye  Colonie,  & take  leave  Honorble  Sr  to  assure 
you  y1  I am  yours  faithfully  to  serve  to  my  power, 

Mieeord  ys  2d  of  Febry  1699/1700.  R.  Treat  D.  G. 

Honord  Sr.  My  neighbor  Daniell  Northrop  desires  to 
enclose  a few  lines  and  humbly  prayes  your  honors  good 
countenance  to  him  according  to  yor  wisdom  & justice  therin. 
[Superscribed]  For  his  Maeties  speciall  service  To  the  Honorble 
Collonell  Winthrop  Esqr  Governor  of  his  Maetis  Colonie 
of  Conecticot  at  New  London  delivr  Haste  poste  haste. 
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ROBERT  TREAT  TO  FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP. 

Honorle  Sr:  I returne  you  many  thanks  for  your  intelligence 
and  late  great  kindness  in  your  curteous  entertainmts  when 
wth  you,  and  thanks  be  to  God  y*  hath  continued  our  peace 
hitherto,  as  I hope,  and  yor  wisdome  can  better  direct  being 
neerer  to  ye  Indians  & Bay  fro  whence  or  measures  are  taken 
then  any  remoate  guess  is  wth  me  ye  Penecook  sagamore  being 
not  at  home  how  he  resents  ye  message  and  whether  he  will 
comply  wth  it  as  soon  as  he  can  is  questionable.  I am  ready 
to  think  & hope  ye  year  or  sumer  parte  yrof  so  far  spent  it 
may  be  we  may  rest  quiet  a while  longer  and  unles  yor  honor 
upon  better  grounds  sees  cause  to  continue  scouting  I think 
it  may  be  forborne  at  present  no  war  being  begun  yl  I have 
heard  of  onely  rumors  of  it  and  in  our  countie  we  have  done 
little  or  nothing  at  all  in  scouting  or  fortifieing  but  rest  rather 
untill  they  hear  more,  sperare  pro  timere : but  I submit  to  yor 
honors  better  judgment.  We  have  lost  Mr  Allexander  Bryan 
who  dyed  last  night  about  ten  a clocke,  it  being  ye  3d  time  y* 
he  fell  into  his  convulsion  fits.  New  Haven  meeting  house 
damnified  by  ye  thunder  20H  last  Friday  seaven  night,  thanks 
be  to  God  y1  hath  given  us  a plentifull  raine,  & so  wth  my 
service  to  yor  honor  and  thanks  to  Mrs.  Mary  for  her  kind- 
ness to  me  also,  and  am  Sr,  Yor  Honors  willing  & obedient 
servant, 

M.  ys  17th  of  August  1700.  R.  Treat  D.  G. 

[Superscribed]  For  his  Maeties  especiall  service.  To  the 
Honorbl  John  Winthrop  Esqr  Governour  of  his  Maeties 
Colonie  of  Conecticot,  In  New  London.  <($  the  poste. 
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DECLARATION  BY  JOHN  CLARKE  AND 
SAMUEL  WILLIS. 

A coppy  of  Cap1  Clarke  and  Sam11  Willis  theire  Declara- 
tion to  the  Generali  Court  against  Major  Fitch 
his  selling  the  lands  belonginge  to  the 
Colony  of  Connecticott.1 

A coppy  of  a remonstrance  of  many  of  his  majestys 
loyall  & duty  full  subjects  of  the  antient  freemen  of  the 
Colony  of  Connecticott,  who  cannot  see  cause  to  acknowledge 
Cap1  James  Fitch  to  be  Lord  propriator  of  this  Colony. 

It  is  well  knowne  and  a princely  favour  it  was,  that  wee 
and  our  posterity  ought  always  to  retaine  in  gratfull  remem- 
berance  the  gracious  charter  privelages  wh  our  noble  kinge 
and  gracious  soveraine  K.  Charles  the  second,  was  pleased  to 
conferr  upon  us  above  30  yeares  past,  out  of  his  princely 
bounty  and  benevolence  to  his  poore  subjects  in  this  Colony, 
with  many  peculiar  imunities,  above  most  of  his  subjects  in 
America,  had  wee  had  harts  and  prudence  to  have  made  a 
right  improvem1  of  ym.  And  in  particular  out  of  his  speciall 
grace,  certaine  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  hath  given, 
granted  and  confearmed,  a large  tract  of  land  accoring2  to 
those  limitts  &c  as  at  large  it  appeares  in  our  charter,  unto 
the  patentees  nominated  in  the  saide  patent,  of  wh  Cap1  Fitch 
was  none  nor  then  a freeman,  nor  did  he  ever  disburs  one 
penny  towards  the  charge  of  it  that  we  know  of.  But  this 
charter  grant  was  unto  the  patentees  there  named,  their  heires 
and  assignes  forever,  and  their  associates  the  freemen  of  the 
saide  Colony,  in  free  and  comon  sockeage  and  not  in  capite 
nor  knight  service,  in  wh  gracious  & large  grant  is  compre- 
hended the  Pequet,  Moheege  and  Quinabaug  countrys,  and  a 
greate  part  of  the  Wabaquasset  country,  all  wh  are  fully  con- 
feirmed  as  abovesaid  to  us  and  our  heirs  forever  by  K.  C. 
the  second  under  the  great  seale  of  England.  Yet  notwith- 


1 Circa  1698.  Non  ita,  sed  post  1701,  vide  lineam  penultimam  ubi 
the  queens  subjects. 

2 Sic. 
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standing  this  our  unquestionable  title  to  the  lands  abovesaide, 
Cap1  James  Fitch  hath  presumed  to  lay  claime  to  these  our 
established  inheritances,  by  pretenses  of  grants  from  Oaneco 
sonn  to  Uncus  sachem  of  Mohigen.  Now  how  the  sonn 
should  have  right  to  sell  the  Quinabauge  country,  the  Waba- 
quasset  country,  when  his  father  was  onely  sachem  of  Mo- 
higen, is  a mistery  beyond  our  understandinge,  but  C.  Fitch, 
who  hath  such  a large  latitude  to  spread  his  wings  farr  and 
neere,  he  may  easily  strech  Oanecoes  winges  over  two  or 
three  countrys  more  then  his  owne  to  accomodate  his  owne 
designes,  wh  C.  Fitch  might  easyly  effect,  seeinge  Oaneco  is 
a person  of  soe  flexable  a temper,  that  he  will  doe  any  thinge 
for  a bottle  of  rume,  as  Cap.  Fitch  publiqly  declared  before 
many  of  the  magistrats  and  deputys,  wh  we  are  the  more 
inclyned  to  beleiue  now  he  is  almost  blinde  in  drinkinge  away 
his  owne  and  other  mens  lands  in  that  sort  of  liquor.  Thus 
gentlemen  you  may  see  upon  what  easy  tearmes  C.  Fitch 
hath  procured  the  Wabaquasset,  Moheeg,  Quinabauge,  and  a 
greate  part  of  the  Pequot  country  from  Oaneco,  if  his  owne 
testymony  may  be  taken,  that  Oaneco  will  doe  any  thinge  for 
a bottle  of  rume.  Hence  you  may  see  what  little  cost  C.  Fitch 
hath  bin  att  about  the  Indian  purchase  of  these  lands  of  wh 
hee  hath  made  such  vast  sumes  of  mony  by  exposinge  our 
lands  as  freely  to  sale  as  shopkeepers  doe  their  wares,  to  any 
that  have  mony  to  buy  them : he  havinge  alredy  sould  vast 
tracts  of  our  land  to  some  now  in  England,  to  some  of  the 
Massachusets  Colony,  some  of  Rode  Island,  and  some  to 
privateers,  as  we  have  bin  informed.  Thus  doth  C.  Fitch 
presume  to  share  out  our  lands  to  strangers  or  any  body  that 
will  give  him  most  mony  for  them.  C.  Fitch  havinge  alredy 
sould  a considerable  part  of  the  Colony,  why  may  he  not  by 
the  same  parity  of  reason  proseed  to  make  sale  of  the  re- 
mainder, and  then  wee  may  goe  looke  us  new  lotts  at  New 
Garsy,  Cape  Florida  or  any  other  corner  of  the  world  where 
we  can  finde  them. 

2.  Wee  have  the  Indian  title  of  the  lands  from  Connecti- 
cott  River  to  Rode  Island  by  three  unquestionable  rights,  con- 
quest, purchase  and  free  gifts.  1.  The  Pequet  country  was 
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justly  conquered  about  sixty  yeares  past,  longe  before  Cap1 
Fitch  was  borne.  21y.  The  Narraganset  and  the  Wabaquas- 
sett  country  were  conquered  by  the  English  about  20  yeares 
past.  3.  The  Moheege  country  was  disspose  to  the  English 
by  Uncus  and  his  two  sonns  by  deeds  under  theire  hands  many 
years  past.  4.  The  Quinabauge  country  was  disposed  of  to 
the  English  by  Hiems  the  proper  sachem  of  that  country  about 
20  or  30  yeares  past.  5.  The  lands  adjacent  to  Connecticott 
River  were  bought  a second  time  by  the  magistrats  at  Hart- 
ford about  30  years  past.  Soe  that  there  could  be  noe  land 
in  these  tracts  for  Mr  Fitch  nor  any  other  to  purchase  of  the 
Indians. 

And  now  the  shadowes  of  the  eveninge  beinge  upon  us, 
it  is  our  harts  desire  & praier  that  God  would  give  to  our  suc- 
cessors in  ye  magistrasy  here  a spirit  of  wisdome  & knowledge 
& the  feare  of  God,  that  you  may  be  more  zealus  for  God 
honor  & against  sin  yn  wee  have  bin,  that  justice  and  judgm1 
may  runn  downe  our  streets  like  the  stremes  of  a greate  river, 
that  you  may  be  a terror  to  evill  doers  and  a prayse  to  those 
that  doe  well,  and  y1  equall  justice  may  be  administred  to  all 
men,  and  that  God  would  blesse  the  churches  and  furnish 
them  wth  burninge  & shininge  lights,  giveing  them  pastors 
after  his  owne  hart,  that  may  feed  them  wth  knowledge  & 
understandinge,  that  they  may  be  established  in  peace,  truth 
& purity,  and  that  God  would  power  out  a spirit  of  repentance 
& reformation  upon  this  land  & a spirit  of  conversion  upon 
the  risinge  generation,  that  soe  religion  & righteousnesse  may 
florish  in  the  present  and  future  generations  in  this  wilder- 
nesse,  that  peace  may  be  within  the  walls  & prosperity  within 
the  palaces  of  this  Jerusalem.1 

Wee  doe  declare  against  Mr  Fitch  his  unreasonable 
monopolizinge  such  greate  quantytys  of  land  as  a way  to  ob- 
struct the  peoplinge  of  the  Colony  directly  contrary  to  the 
kinges  intrest  and  his  intent  in  our  charter  grant. 

Whatever  disturbances  or  invasions  were  made  upon  the 
libertys  or  propertys  of  the  subjects  Onell  or  Inchequine  or 


1 This  paragraph  is  cancelled  in  the  paper  from  which  this  is  copied. 
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the  erle  of  Caldare  and  others  made  in  Ireland,  and  whatever 
comotions  Wat  Tiler,  Jace  Cade  and  Robin  Whood  made  in 
there  times  in  England,  wee  reade  also  of  the  illegall  actions 
of  Empson,  Belknap  and  other  who  suffered  greate  severitys, 
by  imprisonments  banisments  out  of  the  nation,  & some  out 
of  the  world,  but  lett  any  man  give  an  example  of  any  one 
of  the  kinges  subjects  in  Europe  or  America  since  the  time  of 
Wm  the  Conqueror  to  this  day,  that  ever  ingrost  soe  much 
land  as  Mr  Fitch  hath  done  in  this  Colony  wh  was  before 
given  and  confeirmed  to  other  men  under  the  greate  seale  of 
England. 

Mr  Gallop  of  Stonington  presented  to  the  Court  a deed 
of  sale  under  Mr  Fitch  his  hand  and  seale,  to  divers  gentle- 
men of  Boston  Colony  of  greate  quantity s of  lands  in  the 
north  part  of  this  Colony,  upon  pretence  of  Indian  purchase, 
and  divers  others  of  that  nature  are  extant,  soe  that  wee  can- 
not but  out  of  faithfulnesse  to  our  posterity,  but  declare  and 
protest  against  all  Mr  Fitch  his  sales  in  this  Colony  derived 
onely  from  Indian  purchase  as  illegall  & directly  repugnant 
to  the  fundamentall  settlements  of  New  England,  in  generall, 
and  the  established  lawes  of  this  Colony,  and  contrary  to  the 
expresse  words  of  our  charter. 

And  wee  doe  request  and  expect  that  the  Honrd  Gen11 
Court  will  please  to  pass  an  act  to  condemn  all  such  unjust 
and  illegall  sales  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if  such  deeds 
and  writinges  had  never  bin  extant. 

Wee  cannot  but  declare  against  Capt.  Fitch  his  beinge 
such  a greate  land  pirat  in  sellinge  soe  much  of  our  Colony 
to  strangers  and  puttinge  the  mony  into  his  owne  pocket.  And 
hope  the  Generali  Court  and  people  will  seriously  consider 
how  pernisius  a man  Mr  Fitch  is  to  the  risinge  generation  in 
this  Colony,  and  what  a schandall  it  is  to  this  governF,  and 
how  gravamenus  it  is  to  many  of  the  Queens  subjects  here, 
that  a person  that  makes  it  is1  businesse  to  sell  the  freemens 
lands  should  any  longer  continue  in  offis  in  this  Colony. 


1 Sic. 
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DANIEL  TAYLOR  AND  JOHN  CLARKE 
TO  FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP.1 

Cap1  Clark  & Mr  Tayler  about  shot  for  the  great  guns  wch 
are  in  Cap1  Belchers  warehouse  to  be  changed  for  shot 
as  mentioned  within.  July  20th  1702. 

Honoured  Sr:  Wee  have  according  to  your  honours  desire 

sent  you  the  circumferance  of  two  shott  which  fitts  four  of 
our  guns.  There  were  sixty  three  or  sixty  four  great  shott 
sent  down  to  Boston  by  Jonas  Clark  some  yeares  agoe,  de- 
livered to  Cap1  Andrew  Belcher,  and  put  into  his  warehouse 
to  be  changed  for  shott  according  to  these  patters,  but  could 
not  prevaile:  the  shott  I am  informed  lyes  in  his  warehouse 


1 As  Lieutenant  John  Clarke  of  Saybrook  was  appointed  Captain 
of  the  fort  at  Saybrook  in  May  1702  and  as  he  was  at  the  time 
employed  by  the  governor  “in  the  reparation”  of  that  fort,  this  letter 
was  doubtless  written  to  Governor  Fitz  John  Winthrop.  [Ed.] 
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yett,  and  I would  hope  that  a few  lynes  from  your  honour 
would  prevaile  with  Cap1  Belcher  to  get  them  changed  and  if 
it  may  be,  weight  for  weight,  tho  we  give  allowance.  We 
purpose  (if  God  permitt)  in  three  or  four  dayes  to  begin 
upon  the  wall  of  ye  fort  and  hope  not  to  leave  it  till  wee  have 
wrought  ourselves  out  of  mony  and  creditt.  Wee  shall  give 
your  honour  acco11  of  things  as  we  proceed,  this  being  the 
needfull  from  your  Honours  most  humble  and  obedient  ser- 
vants, 

Daniell  Taylor 
John  Clarke. 


THE  ASSISTANTS  TO  FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP. 

The  Assistants  at  Hartford  doe  not  fully  concur  to  send 
out  the  Indians  against  the  Enemy.  March  3d  1703/4. 

Hartford,  March  the  3th  1703/4. 

Govr  Winthrop. 

Honorble  Sr:  We  receved  yor  Honors  letter  intimateing  Coll. 
Dudleys  desier  of  100  Indians  and  20  English  to  be  sent  Bar- 
wick  on  Piscatqua  river  and  the  incoridgment  your  Honr  pro- 
poses for  there  pains  in  addition  to  what  Coll.  Dudly  formerly 
mentioned.  We  are  willing  to  do  what  is  with  us  for  the 
forwarding  the  designe  and  especially  in  this  difficult  junc- 
ture, although  we  cant  count  it  safe  to  be  positive  in  promis- 
ing, but  so  farr  as  our  consent  will  incoridg  we  shall  redily 
concur  with  your  Honors  proposall  hopeing  the  Gen11  Assem- 
lys  allowance.  Respecting  what  your  Honr  orders  that  with 
all  speede  to  inform  the  Indians  with  us  of  what  is  offered 
to  your  Indians,  we  shall  be  carefull  to  attend  your  Honrs 
comand  as  sone  as  we  may.  Our  Indians  are  but  few  in 
number  and  are  scattered  som  a hunting  & the  people  are  sus- 
pitious  that  som  have  been  with  the  enemy  in  the  late  mis- 
chief at  Derefield,  and  we  are  doubtfull  whether  any  will  be 
prevailed  with  to  undertake  the  service,  the  late  calamity  flush- 
ing of  them  in  opinion  of  themselves.  Our  English  that  we 
thought  would  have  been  prevailed  with  to  go  with  the  Indians 
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are  in  persute  of  the  comon  enimie  and  know  not  when  they 
will  return.  Our  endevours  shall  be  improved  in  makeing 
inquiry  after  some  sutable  persons  for  that  service,  but  are 
of  the  mind  we  shall  obtaine  none  to  be  volunteers  to  go  with 
such  a numbr  of  Indians,  & ye  prospect  of  present  affairs 
seme  to  call  upon  us  to  keep  what  strength  we  have  for  the 
defence  of  ourselves  and  neighbours  near  us  in  Hamshire 
county.  Not  else,  but  am  your  Honrs  humble  servant, 

Nath.  Standly 
John  Hamlin 
William  Pitkin 

With  the  concent  of  Majr  John  Chester. 
[Superscribed]  For  herr  Majestes  servis,  To  the  Honorabble 
John  Winthrop  Govr  of  herr  Majties  Collony  of 
Conecticot  In  New  London,  Deliver.  Ephraim  Turner. 


LETTER  WRITTEN  BY  SAMUEL  PARTRIDGE.1 

Hateield  March  31,  1704. 

Kinde  & louing  friend:  Yours  of  the  23  inst.  I receiued 
I thank  you  for  your  Christian  affection  therin  expressed,  it 
is  not  a small  or  little  thing  yt  hath  befallen  us  in  the  late 
sore  destruction  of  Derefield  but  a vehement  sirprize  to  (es- 
pecially ye  neighboringe  towns)  all  & calls  for  deep  medita- 
tion & as  you  well  hint  our  harts  ought  to  be  concerned  & 
much  up  in  prayer  & faith  that  so  we  may  ye  better  consider 
ye  workes  of  the  Lord  & the  opperation  of  his  hand,  yl  when 
his  hand  is  lifted  up  we  might  se  & be  ashamed  fall  down  in 
the  dust  before  God  begging  of  him  to  shew  us  wherefore  he 
doth  contend  with  us  in  so  tirrible  a maner.  Indeed  God  hath 
been  wondrfully  waiteing  to  be  gracious  & striuing  to  shew 
himselfe  mercyfull  to  us:  but  haue  we  not  had  a deafe  ear  to 


1 Colonel  Samuel  Partridge,  a resident  of  Hadley  and  later  of  Hat- 
field, Mass.,  was  a representative,  judge  of  probate,  one  of  his  Majesty’s 
Council  and  “the  most  important  man  after  the  death  of  Colonel 
Pynchon  in  1703  in  all  the  western  part  of  the  Province.” 

The  location  of  the  original  of  this  letter  is  not  noted.  [Ed.] 


174 


HOADLY  MEMORIAL. 


all  his  calls  may  we  not  look  back  wth  reflections  upon  our 
selues,  & se  how  we  haue  degenerated  into  ye  plant  of  a 
straing  vine  unto  him  declining  in  all  orders  & stations,  haue 
we  that  subjection  in  ye  riseing  generation  that  sperit  of  truth 
justice  & righteous  dealing  yea  speiret  for  religion,  loue  to  ye 
ways  of  God  meekness  humillity  fear  self  deny  all  in  the 
middle  sort,  that  spiret  for  godlyness,  plying  ye  throne  of 
grace  heauenly  mindedness  an  unspotted  conuersation  hatred 
of  sin  & ye  garments  spotted  with  ye  flesh  terrableness  against 
itt  indifference  about  wordly  intrest  contentedness  wth  w*  in 
an  honest  way  they  could  obtaine  be  itt  little  or  much  with 
charity  & loue  in  ye  improuement  of  the  same:  that  spiret  of 
gouerment  in  familyes  (wr  ye  seeds  of  grace  should  be  in- 
fused) did  not  both  in  rule  there  cause  submission  & obedi- 
ance  in  children  & saruants  elce  they  smarted  for  it  with  a 
serious  admonition  & instruction  from  ye  rule,  as  they  satt 
down  rose  up  & walked  by  ye  way  — towns  ordering  yr 
affairs  as  mite  best  promote  ye  intrest  of  Xts  gouerments 
both  ciuil  & sacred  so  fitted  with  men  of  fidelity  & couredge 
for  the  intrest  of  religion  & godlyness,  & themselues  men  of 
truth  fearing  God  hateing  couetousness  that  under  them  we 
mite  haue  led  a quiate  & peaceable  life  in  godliness  & 
honesty,  the  generaltie  endeauoring  to  promote  & uphould  yea 
strengthening  ye  hands  of  authority,  by  due  testimony  giuen 
in  at  all  times  against  that  wch  was  sin  full  firstly  useing  all 
meanes  in  a brotherly  way  to  recouer  any  out  of  ye  gall  of 
bitterness  & bond  of  iniquitie,  according  to  y*  rule  18  Mat.  15, 
16,  17 : not  being  afraid  of  ill  will,  but  rather  accounting  it 
the  only  way  to  loue  in  the  issue,  & y*  wch  is  much  more  the 
fauor  of  God,  is  it  so  now,  or  rather  is  it  not  far  otherwise, 
children  & youth  bould  impvdent  refretory  foolish  wanton  ill 
bred  must  haue  yr  own  wayes  & wills  ungouerned  yea  if  not 
hate  gouernmt,  & too  much  bringing  them  up  in  pride  idleness 
& fullness  of  bread,  fashoning  themselues  according  to  ye 
world  yea  Frentch  fashons  Mr.  Boulton  nere  100  yrs  since 
said  in  one  of  his  books,  yl  God  would  punish  the  English 
with  or  by  the  Frentch  because  of  there  following  there  folish 
fashons;  & but  will  not  these  yn  be  charged  upon  parents  & 
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leaders  for  as  it  ware  laying  by  the  sword  of  gouerment  only 
making  a florish  of  gouerment  not  duly  executing  ye  laws  of 
God  & man,  against  these  inormities,  & hence  comes  in  not 
attendance  to  family  religious  order,  night  walkings,  company 
keeping  base  lacivious  carriages  of  young  men  & maydes 
drinking  sporting,  & then  being  left  of  God  fall  into  greater 
sins  & by  such  means  we  have  such  number  of  robers,  idle 
companions,  whore  masters  & whores  & when  thus  abused 
ymselues  & poluted  the  land  a slender  testimony  giuen  against 
it,  a small  fine  if  not  conived  at,  & smothered  for  want  of 
due  testimony,  & when  ye  most  pious  & godly  ones  of  the  age 
past  declared  & so  practized  that  fleshly  sins  the  flesh  should 
be  punished  for  them,  & do  we  wonder  now  y*  God  comes 
wth  such  tirible  stroaks  upon  vs,  haue  we  not  his  word  for  it, 
y*  it  shall  be  so  — 11  psln  throughout,  50th  psal  from  ye  16 
vers  to  ye  eand,  & many  other  places  in  scripture,  & in  the 
midle  sort  a wordly  spirit  might  & maine,  striuing  to  set  up 
ymselues  in.  ye  world,  right  or  ronge  endevering  for  it  thence 
men  haue  so  many  cheating  ways  & tricks  to  ouerreach  one 
another  affect  battring  & trading  cannot  indure,  do  not  inure 
ymselues  to  labour,  spend  abundance  of  their  time  in  smoak- 
ing  & drinking  & some  to  drunkeness  besot  ymselues,  so  they 
are  not  fitt  to  doe  seruice  for  God  nor  ymselues  & families, 
multitudes  of  ym  turn  yr  backs  upon  attending  on  God  in  all 
ye  ways  & ordinances  of  his  own  appointment,  vnder  pretence 
of  not  being  fit  & when  will  they  be  fitt  thinke  yow  in  such  a 
way  instead  of  humble  penetent  morning  repenting  spirit  a 
spirit  of  murmoring  & complaining,  contentious  back-biting 
hipocracy,  yet  pretending  for  & desireing  previllidges  to  take 
of  their  reproach,  but  little  of  ye  life  & power  of  godlyness 
it  is  not  seruing  God  in  word  & in  tongue  yl  God  requires  but 
in  deed  & in  truth,  denying  ungodlyness  & fleshly  lusts  wch 
war  against  ye  sperit,  we  haue  need  to  pray  for  judges  as  at 
ye  first  & counsellers  as  at  the  begining,  for  want  of  which 
the  whole  head  is  sick  & ye  hart  is  faint,  for  these  things  sake 
ye  wrath  of  God  comes  on  the  children  of  disobedoyence.  If 
we.  become  a people  of  no  vnderstanding  he  that  made  them 
will  not  saue  ym,  how  much  cause  haue  we  to  cry  mightily  to 
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God  for  the  powering  forth  of  a spirit  of  grace  & suplication 
on  the  genrations  coming  that  they  might  not  be  a generation 
for  wrath  brought  forth  for  the  murderer  & destroyer. 

But  to  return  to  ye  awfull  token  of  God’s  displeasure  in 
the  sad  & lamentable  breakeing  waues  of  anger  upon  Dere- 
field yl  so  holy  & good  a man  as  ye  Reurend  Mr  John 
Williams  was  should  with  26  members  of  his  church  be  killed 
& carried  into  captiuitie,  how  amazing  is  this  the  like  hath 
not  been  perarled  in  New  England  w*  shall  we  say,  as  our 
Sauiour  Xs  1 sayd  were  they  greater  siners  no  surely  but 
rather  according  to  the  best  obseruation,  more  exact  walkers 
then  others  in  as  much  as  they  in  a speciall  manner  had  y9 
rod  of  the  enemy  almost  alwayes  ouer  them,  & it  is  well 
known  had  more  religious  exercises  then  others,  both  by 
priuate  meetings  & publique,  but  what  shall  we  say,  If  this 
be  done  to  the  green  tree  w1  will  become  of  the  dry,  the  days 
may  be  coming  if  not  begun  that  shall  burn  as  an  ouen,  & y® 
proud  shall  be  as  stuble  to  that  fier,  it  is  a great  frowne  yl  y® 
holy  God  sees  meet  to  punish  us  with  a false  religion  for  our 
falsness  in  y®  true  religion,  we  need  your  prayers  & of  all 
good  friends  to  cry  mightily  in  the  behalfe  of  us  & of  y®  poor 
land.  As  the  good  martyr  Anne  Askew  sayd  pray  pray  pray 
that  God  would  be  pleased  to  look  down  from  heauen  & se 
the  inosents  that  the  enemy  hath  spoiled  & bereaued  of  house 
home  relations  children  nere  & dere  ones  led  into  captiuity  or 
burnt  97 : slaine  & stiffeled  in  sellers  & others  in  the  fight  62 
destroyed,  30  houses  & barns  & in  them  & otherwise  destroyed 
nere  40001  worth  of  estate,  we  may  say  with  y®  church  in  the 
Lamentations  fear  & a snare  is  come  on  us  wast  & destruc- 
tion for  wch  our  eyes  trincle  down  wth  teares  without  inter- 
mission your  incouridging  words  as  to  men  for  our  helpe  is 
some  encouridgement  to  us  I pray  promote  it  our  hues  hang 
in  doubt  & estates  we  may  look  for  destruction  upon  destruc- 
tion untill  the  Lord  look  down  upon  us  there  is  our  greatest 
hoope  they  can  goe  no  further  then  God  permits  them  & ware 
we  fitted  for  deliuerance  God  could  soon  bring  it  about  but  I 
shall  trouble  you  too  much  with  my  broken  discourse  & there- 
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fore  bid  you  farewell  Remembr  us  at  all  times  your  afflicted 
friend  & seruant 

Samll  Partridge 

The  sirprize  & aduantage  of  the  enemy  was  great  taking 
ym  mostly  if  not  all  asleep  yet  ye  prouidence  of  God  is  to  be 
obserued  that  ye  enemy  could  not  destroy  ye  whole ; speritting 
those  seuen  in  Benony  Stebbins  house  to  hould  it  against 
such  a multitude,  yea  after  said  Benony  was  killed,  one  man 
wounded  & a woman,  yet  ye  other  hue  houlding  it  still  not- 
wthstanding  ye  great  proffers  of  good  quart1*  if  theyd  yeild  ye 
woman  pleading  hard  for  it,  ye  house  set  on  fire,  yet  at  a 
window:  they  killed  ye  Indian  y4  did  itt  at  one  end  who  fell 
in  his  own  fire  & partly  burnt,  another  attempted  to  burn  it 
at  ye  other  end,  one  of  the  men  slipt  out  at  ye  dore  & shot 
him  down,  though  they  powered  in  shot  on  y®  house  in  great 
measuer  all  y®  while,  our  discouery  also  of  y®  light  to  Hat- 
field upon  wch  our  men  ware  almost  ready  to  goe  before  we 
had  any  post,  their  resolution  come  to  bare  on  y®  enemy  be- 
fore these  little  remainder  had  yeilded  though  upon  y®  point 
of  doing  itt  upon  wch  wth  about  40  of  our  men  they  made  the 
enemy  quitt  y®  post  though  trible  in  numb1*  its  thought  wch  if 
it  had  not  thus  happened  y®  enimy  had  liberty  but  one  hour 
more  doubtless  they  would  haue  utterly  destroyed  the  place 
thus  in  y®  mount  God  was  seen  &c. 


THE  COUNCIL  OF  WAR  TO 
FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP. 

The  Council  of  War  at  Hartford  to  Gov.  Winthrop, 

April  17th  1704. 

Sr:  At  a meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Warr  with 

sundry  other  gentlemen  of  this  county  to  consult  the  most 
probable  means  for  our  owne  saftey  in  this  time  of  danger, 
as  also  to  ahoy  and  disrest  the  enemy  if  possible  wch  we  con- 
clude must  be  by  carrying  the  warr  into  their  country,  upon 
the  whole  matter  therefore  judge  it  our  duty  to  lay  before 
your  Honor,  whither  it  be  not  at  least  very  adviseable  if  not 
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absolutely  necesary  to  form  an  expedition  against  Canada  (in 
conjunction  with  the  neighbouring  goverments)  have  persuant 
thereto  made  choyse  of  Mr  Richard  Lord,  Mr  John  Eliot  and 
Will.  Whiting  or  any  two  of  them  to  waite  upon  your  Honour 
herewith,  what  measures  ought  to  be  taken  we  doe  not  pre- 
tend to  direct  but  leav  the  management  thereof  to  your  wis- 
dome  to  concert  such  methods  as  with  the  advice  of  the  other 
goverments  shall  be  thought  need  full.  The  zeal  we  have  for 
her  Majtys  intrest,  our  love  to  our  country,  togather  with  our 
fervent  desire  for  our  owne  and  our  neighbours  preservation 
prompts  us  to  adress  your  Honour  in  this  affair.  We  shall 
not  trouble  you  farther  but  referr  to  the  gentlemen  above 
inserted  to  communicate  our  thoughts  to  your  selfe. 

Sr:  As  we  are  in  duty  so  likewise  by  intrest  bound  do 
constantly  pray  for  the  continuance  of  your  health,  and  ask 
the  acceptance  of  our  most  humble  service.  We  are, 

Sr,  Your  Honours  most  humble  servants, 

In  the  name  of  the  Comitty  of  War, 

Nath.  Standby. 

[Superscribed]  To  the  Honorble  John  Winthrop  Esqr 
Governor  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticott,  in  New  London. 


FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP  TO 
SIR  HENRY  ASHURST. 

Some  Instructions  to  be  sent  to  Sr  Henry  Ashurst. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  passing  any  bill  in  Parliment  for 
the  takeing  away  our  goverment,  that  it  be  represented  to  the 
Parliment  that  with  great  expence  we  have  purchased  a 
charter  of  our  governnT,  and  with  extreame  difficulty  and 
hazard  have  settled  a ruff  unsubdued  northern  colony,  full  of 
salvage  enemies,  and  hitherto  tho  with  the  loss  of  multitudes 
of  lives  have  defended  ourselves  from  them  without  any 
charge  to  the  crown,  and  that  the  government  hath  never 
countenanced  nor  allowed  anything  prejudiciall  to  the  intrest 
therof,  or  of  the  trade  or  intrest  of  this  Kingdome,  that  our 
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inhabitants  have  universally  applied  themselves  to  husbandry, 
and  have  raised  considerable  quantities  of  provision  to  supply 
his  Majesties  most  profitable  plantations  in  the  West  Indies, 
and  that  we  have  taken  off  of  the  manu factary  of  England  as 
much  yearly  as  we  could  conveniently  purchase  with  the  fruit 
of  our  labours;  and  furthermore  the  resuming  of  the  immedi- 
ate regall  government  (as  it  is  called)  to  be  exercised  at  such 
a distance  has  by  experience  been  allways  found  inviting  to 
such  as  are  invested  with  power  to  be  arbitrary,  and  to  en- 
slave those  whose  groans  cant  be  heard  at  such  a distance,  as 
we  cant  see  why  our  governm*  needs  to  be  resumed  more  than 
the  cities  & governments  of  the  corporations  in  England,  so 
we  are  utterly  at  a loss  how  it  will  advantage  the  crown,  or 
be  subservient  to  the  intrest  & trade  of  the  Kingdom.  We 
think  our  government  will  be  far  more  car  full  not  to  preju- 
dice ye  same  than  trieniall  govern1-8,  who  will  naturally  make 
the  best  of  a short  & favourable  advantage,  constant  instances 
wherof  are  easie  to  be  represented.  There  is  no  governm1  in 
the  world  absolutly  free  from  mistakes,  yet  we  think  we  shall 
not  have  too  good  an  opinion  of  ourselves  if  we  say  no 
English  plantation  in  America  hath  so  avoided,  and  have  been 
so  free  from  injuring  ye  intrest  of  this  nation. 

If  no  consideration  will  stop  the  progress  of  the  bill,  then 
let  solicitations  be  used,  that  a claws  therin  may  be  provided 
that  the  Govern1-,  Leui*  Gov1-,  Treasu1-,  Judges,  and  other  like 
officers  may  be  natives  of  this  province,  or  as  many  of  them 
as  can  be  obtained,  which  will  not  be  inconsistent  with  the 
supposed  intrest  of  the  crown.  That  endeavours  be  used  to 
prevent  this  Colony  being  united  to  any  other;  if  that  cannot 
be  avoided,  endeavour  that  it  may  be  wholly  united  to  the 
Province  of  the  Massachusets,  that  we  may  not  be  concerned 
with  the  inveterate  factions  of  the  Province  of  New  York. 

J.  WlNTHROP. 
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DANIEL  TAYLOR  AND  JOHN  CLARKE 
TO  FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP. 

Mr  Tayler  about  Symon  Smith  being  thought  to  be  taken 
neere  Say  Brook.  June  15,  1705. 

Say-Brook,  June  15  th  1705. 

May  it  please  your  Honour:  Yesterday  a little  before  noone 
Symon  Smith  & Abraham  Scalleux  went  out  of  our  harbour, 
and  before  the  were  got  over  the  barr  a vessell  came  from 
the  westward  in  sight  of  the  town,  and  fired  some  small 
armes  towards  Symon  Smith,  who  was  within  the  barr  as 
some  say  and  the  other  vessell  without,  notwithstanding 
Symon  kept  his  course,  and  Mr  Schalleux  followed,  and  when 
they  were  over  the  barr,  Symon  stood  his  course  to  ye  east- 
ward and  Schalleux  to  the  southward,  the  vessell  that  was  in 
the  sound  made  saile  after  Symon  standing  before  the  wind, 
and  came  up  and  fired  some  small  guns  againe,  & after  that 
some  great  guns,  and  then  left  Symon  Smith  and  pursued 
after  Schalleux  for  near  halfe  an  houre  and  not  gaineing 
upon  him  returned  againe  and  came  to  Symon,  and  sayled 
with  him  in  company  as  farr  as  he  could  be  seen.  It  is 
reported  by  some  in  town  that  the  vessell  y1  fired  was  Cap1 
Ebenezar  Parker  from  Pensilvania  who  was  expected  in  here, 
and  who  had  both  small  & great1,  guns  aboard,  and  meeting 
with  his  brother  Symon  might  fire  some  guns  and  stand  his 
course  to  Boston,  other  suppose  that  it*  is  a York  sloop  wch 
carries  4 guns,  but  reports  and  informations  from  persons  at 
severall  places  some  in  town,  and  others  at  the  Corne-field, 
very  much  vary,  but  the  supposed  enemie  came  from  the  west- 
ward, and  was  seen  ys  morning  as  farr  to  the  westward  from 
Justice  Lynds  his  field  as  a vessell  could  be  discerned;  this  is 
the  trueth  soe  farr  as  can  be  come  att,  and  we  would  hope 
that  the  danger  is  not  soe  great  as  some  doe  fear:  but  wee 
are  in  a poore  condition  to  make  any  opposission  or  to  descry 
an  enemie  haveing  no  person  allowed  to  haile  or  to  put  up  ye 
Queens  Jack.  Your  Honours  humble  servts 

Danieee  Tayeor, 

John  Ceark. 
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[Superscribed]  For  her  Majesties  service.  To  the  Honourable 
Govern1,  of  her  Majesties  Colonie,  of  Connecticutt,  in 
New  London. 

ROBERT  TREAT  TO  FITZ  JOHN  WINTHROP.1 

Coll.  Treat  about  the  Frenchman  that  has  his  goods  seized 
at  Milford,  March  13th  1705. 

Honorble  Sr:  There  is  a poor  Frenchman  y4  have  been  about 
or  towne  some  years  and  hath  had  300  or  400  pounds  in  a 
ship  and  lost  it  at  sea  cald  by  ye  name  of  John  John2  Yaull  y4 
hath  a litle  goods  about  40u  he  brought  from  Boston  & sould 
at  or  towne  a quiet  harmeles  man,  that  thought  he  had  agreed 
wth  Mr  Gray  about  his  entry  &c.  who  promised  him  before 
witness  he  would  doe  him  no  harme  and  yet  since  he  hath 
clapt  ye  broad  R & seased  upon  all  y4  he  hath  & hath  not 
given  him  time  enough  before  the  court  to  fetch  his  witnesses 
fro  Boston  to  ease  his  matter  as  he  saith  and  moreover  ye 
listers  of  or  towne  have  enterd  him  to  pay  all  rates  to  colonie, 
town  and  minister  of  or  towne  as  one  belonging  to  or  towne 
wch  maks  it  look  ye  harder  & this  was  done  before  seasure  and 
he  saith  he  tendered  ye  paym4  of  his  rates  & is  yet  ready  to 
doe  it,  and  therefore  humbly  prayes  your  honor  if  it  may  be 
to  have  his  goods  released  being  a very  poor  man,  or  so  much 
as  you  in  yor  wisdo  think  meet,  or  elce  y4  he  may  have  time 
enough  to  pcure  his  witness  from  Boston  wch  will  oblige  him 
to  thankfulnes  & pray  for  yor  happines  wch  wth  my  humble 
service  to  yor  honor  I take  leave  to  subscribe  your  humble 
servant, 

R.  Treat,  D.  G. 

At  ye  request  of  ye  poor  Frenchman  y4  saith 
is  one  of  ye  refugees. 

[Superscribed]  To  the  Honorble  Ficts  John  Winthrop  Esqr 
Governor  of  her  Maeties  Colonie  of  Conecticot,  At  New 
London  or  elcewhere. 

1 Printed  in  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  Collections,  volume 
53,  page  283. 

2 Sic. 
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THE  COEONY  OF  CONNECTICUT  TO 
SIR  HENRY  ASHURST. 

Copy  to  Sr  Henery  Ashurst  from  the  Gen11  Assembly, 

Oct.  1706. 

Honbl  Sr:  Yours  of  May  last  together  with  the  brief  & peti- 
tion therewith  sent,  was  by  our  Honbl  Govern1,  att  the  meeting 
of  this  Assembly  laid  before  us,  and  the  account  therein  given 
of  the  happy  success  your  great  intrest  & indefatigable  in- 
deavours  have  had  in  our  favour,  respecting  the  strange  pro- 
seeding  of  Govern1-  Dudly  & Commission1-3  at  Stonington  in 
the  Indian  affairs,  and  what  our  Comission1-3  acted  there,  we 
received  with  great  satisfaction,  rejoycing  & thankfullness. 
We  bless  God  that  hath  spirited  your  hon1-  to  be  the  generous 
patron  of  this  poor  Colony,  and  your  fatherlike  care  of  us 
shall  justly,  by  us,  our  posterity,  & all  that  are  well  wishers 
to  us  be  had  in  perpetuall  remembrance  with  thankfullness  & 
honour.  The  sensible  experiance  we  have  long  had,  of  our 
great  advantages  by  having  an  Agent  of  your  quality,  intrest, 
faithfullness,  & perticular  knowledge  of  our  circumstances  to 
appear  at  Court  for  us,  makes  us  very  desirous,  that  you 
would  not  disert  us,  but  still  continue  your  agency  for  us,  and 
we  hope,  tho  you  find  much  trouble  in  defending  us  against 
the  many  groundless  complaints  our  restless  adversaries  have 
laid  in  against  us,  yet  the  good  success,  (to  your  honour  & 
our  rejoycing)  y*  God  hath  given  to  all  your  negotiations 
hitherto  for  us,  will  be  some  incouragement  to  you  still  to 
appear  in  our  behalfe,  to  defend  our  just  cause,  & prevent 
what  further  mischiefs  may  be  attempted  against  us.  The 
answer  to  your  hon1-3  above  mentioned  letter,  from  our  Honbl 
Governor  dated  the  3d  of  this  instant  Octobr  we  have  had 
allso  laid  before  us  (a  duplicate  whereof  is  herewith  sent 
you,)  and  are  well  satisfied  in  all  ye  observations  therein 
made  upon  the  severall  heads  in  yor  sd  letter,  & the  true 
representation  of  our  affairs  relating  thereto,  & particularly  in 
the  acknowledgment  of  ye  great  obligation  yor  hon1-  hath  laid 
upon  us,  by  your  generous  giving  the  security  insisted  upon. 
We  shall  take  effectuall  care  duely  to  answer  the  bills  you 
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have  drawn  upon  us,  The  account  sent  you  of  the  charge 
we  have  been  at  for  the  assistance  of  the  county  of  Hamp- 
shire in  the  present  warr  is  many  hundred  pounds  short  of 
what  we  have  expended  therein,  some  whole  expeditions,  as 
we  find  since,  beeing  in  that  acc*  wholy  omited.  However 
we  hope  there  is  enough  in  that  acc1  to  satisfie  the  world  that 
all  the  complaints  against  us  upon  that  score  are  utterly 
groundless,  & those  that  preferd  them  have  reason  to  be 
ashamed,  & may  justly  be  suspected  to  have  made  false  rep- 
resentations in  all  their  other  complaints  against  us.  We 
desire  you  would  particularly  observe  what  our  Honbl  Govern1, 
hath  hinted  in  his  sd  letter  concerning  Govern1,  Dudlys  sug- 
gesting to  his  friend  Mason  yt  there  is  another  comission 
granted,  for  a further  hearing  the  Indians  complaint,  and 
humbly  hope  her  Majestie  by  their  false  insinuations  will  not 
be  prevailed  with  to  grant  any  comition  or  order,  that  may 
advantage  our  enemies  further  to  carry  on  their  private  de- 
signes  to  advance  their  own  intrest  in  the  ruin  of  this  gover- 
ment,  under  colour  of  zeal  to  releive  the  Indians  and  prevent 
(a  vain  pretence)  their  turning  to  the  enemie.  And  if  any 
thing  be  urged  further  to  be  done  to  carry  on  that  pernicious 
intreague,  we  pray  you  to  take  effectuall  care,  that  nothing 
be  granted  that  may  have  reference  to  any  thing  else  but  the 
land  mentioned  in  the  former  complaint  to  be  given  to  New- 
london  & Colchester,  it  beeing  acknowledged  in  yt  complaint 
that  they  had  disposed  of  all  the  rest  to  ye  English. 

We  are  with  due  regards 

Honble  Sr,  Yor  humble  servtts 

The  Govern1,  and  Company  of  her  Majesties 
Collony  of  Conecticut. 

A copie  of  a letter  to  our  Agent. 

Approved  in  the  Upper  House 
Test.  E.  Kimberly  Secry. 

Past  in  the  Lower  House, 

Test.  Jonth  Law,  Clerk. 
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PROCEEDINGS  AND  RESULT  OF  A COUNCIL 
OF  WAR  HELD  AT  WOODCREEK. 

A Council  of  War  held  at  Woodcreek  the  6th  day  of  Octr 
1709  at  7 aclock  in  the  forenoon. 

Present : The  Honble  Coll  Peter  Schuyler 
Coll  William  Whiting 
Coll  Jn°  Redknap 
Lt.  Coll.  Jn°  Schuyler 
Lt.  Coll.  Matthew  Allyn 
Cap1  Richd  Brewer 
Cap1  Sanders  Glen 
Cap1  D Honneur 
Cap1  Wessells 
Cap1  Roger  Barton 
Cap1  Williamson 
Cap1  Spicer. 

To  the  Officers  of  the  Regiment  belonging  to  the  Provinces 
of  New  York  as  also  those  belonging  to  the  Colony  of 
Conecticut  and  the  Jersyes 

Gentlemen:  The  reasons  principally,  among  many  others, 
of  my  calling  you  together  at  this  time  are  these 
1st.  The  misfortune  of  such  a number  of  sick  people  already 
sent  from  hence.  Many  deaths  that  have  happened  here  and 
upon  the  road  in  their  return;  the  numbers  that  are  daily 
taken  ill  in  the  camp  and  the  number  of  well  men  we  are 
necessitated  to  send  with  the  sick  for  a guard  and  attendance, 
which  as  it  proves  a weaking  to  the  camp,  so  a great  dis- 
couragement for  those  that  remain. 

2.  The  5 Nations  having  left  us  all  but  15  in  order  to  return 
to  their  own  country,  winter  coming  on. 

3d.  The  numbers  that  have  basely  deserted,  the  many  others 
that  have  been  too  much  influenced  with  their  bad  examples, 
the  promises  I thereby  saw  a necessity  of  laying  my  self 
under  on  the  30th  of  the  last,  to  prevent  a total  desertion 
whereby  all  our  stores  of  war  must  have  become  a prey  to  the 
enemy,  viz : that  if  the  people  would  stay  contently  fourteen 
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days  from  that  time,  in  case  orders  should  not  be  sent  of  their 
being  relieved  before  that  time  expire,  then  I should  not 
oppose  their  return. 

Thus,  gentlemen,  I have  laid  before  you  the  true  state  of 
affairs  in  the  camp  and  desire  your  consideration  thereof, 
opinion  therein,  that  what  shall  be  thought  best  for  the  general 
good  may  be  done. 

I further  add,  that  I am  not  sure  of  the  Jersey  men  after 
their  time  limited,  which  expires  in  two  or  three  days,  and 
that  I have  just  received  a letter  from  Cap1  Loocker,  who  is 
posted  at  Fort  Ingoldsby,  of  the  desertion  of  all  his  company 
except  five  men. 

Whereas  the  Honble  Col.  Peter  Schuyler  has  been  pleased 
to  lay  before  us  the  true  state  of  affairs  in  the  camp,  which 
has  been  duly  considered,  our  numbers  being  small,  the  sick- 
ness still  amongst  us,  the  fourteen  days  from  the  30th  past 
being  far  advanced,  on  which  promise  of  his  honor  then  made 
the  soldiers  intirely  depend,  as  also  no  certainty  of  orders  for 
our  relief  in  the  meantime  the  greatness  of  her  majesty’s 
stores  here  put  us  the  subscribers  upon  giving  this  as  our 
opinion  under  our  present  circumstances,  viz1  That  there  is 
an  absolute  necessity  of  forwarding  the  aforesaid  stores  to 
Fort  Nicholson  with  all  convenient  speed,  and  particularly 
that  your  honour  will  be  pleased  to  apply  to  the  commissioners 
at  Albany  for  men,  horses  and  canoes  to  assist  in  forwarding 
the  same  to  Albany. 


William  Whiting1 
Lt  John  Redknap 
John  Schuyler 
Matthew  Allyn1 
Richard  Brewer 
Benjamin  Wilkins 
Philip  Schuyler 
Jacobus  DKey 
Jan  Bronck 


John  Gardner 
Samll  Couch 
John  Clark1 
Josia  Sandersglen 
John  d’Honneur 
Wesselton  Broock 
Roger  Barton 
Caleb  Williamson 
Jacob  Spicer 


1 These  men  are  from  Connecticut.  [Ed.] 
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Harmanus  Wendell 
Goose  Vanschayck 
Isaac  Braedt 
Joseph  BoylEr 
Moses  FoylEr 
Elaes  Buykasson 
Joseph  Carpenter 
Ephraim  Goodrich1 2 
Elisha  Smith 


Daniel  Sayers 
John  Rud yards 
Thomas  Hotten 
Eaveens  Clasen 
Peter  Christophers 
Noah  Wells1 
John  TaylER 
Roger  Newton1  2 


A true  copy  Attest  Jos  Whiting 
Attested  a true  copy  J.  Redknap 
Albany  Octr  9th  1709. 

[Filed  by  Caleb  Stanly  Jr.]  Writings  relating  to  the  sickness 
at  Woodcreek  October  1709. 


QUEEN  ANNE  TO  THE  GOVERNOR 
OF  CONNECTICUT. 

Anne  R. 

Trusty  and  welbeloved  We  greet  you  well.  Whereas  We 
have  sent  our  Instructions  to  our  Governors  of  New  York  & 
New  Jersey,  and  of  the  Massachusets  Bay  and  New  Hamp- 
shire, relating  to  an  Expedition  We  design  to  make  against 
the  common  enemy  the  French  inhabiting  North  America. 
And  whereas  We  have  directed  our  said  Governor  and  Fran- 
cis Nicholson  Esqr  to  communicate  to  you  such  part  of  our 
said  Instructions  as  relates  to  the  Province  under  your  com- 
mand : Our  Will  & Pleasure  is  that  you  do  in  all  things  con- 
form yourself  to  the  said  Instructions;  And  We  do  hereby 
direct  and  command  you  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  in  carry- 
ing on  the  said  Expedition;  and  in  order  thereunto  that  you 
do  meet  our  said  Governor  and  the  said  Francis  Nicholson  at 
such  place  and  at  such  time  as  they  shall  for  that  purpose 
signify  unto  you;  and  that  you  put  in  execution  such  things 


1 These  men  are  from  Connecticut.  [Ed.] 

2 Very  likely  some  of  the  names  are  wrong. 
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as  shall  then  be  resolved  to  be  acted  & done  on  your  part,  in 
doing  of  which  We  expect  you  do  use  the  utmost  vigour  and 
diligence.  And  for  so  doing  this  shall  be  your  warrant;  And 
so  We  bid  you  farewell.  Given  at  our  Court  at  S*  James’s 
the  one  & twentieth  day  of  February  1710/1  in  the  ninth  year 
of  our  reign. 

By  her  Majtys  Command 

H Sl  John. 

[Superscribed]  To  our  Trusty  & Welbeloved  the  Governor  of 
our  Colony  of  Conecticut  in  America;  or  to  the  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief  of  our  said 
Colony  for  the  time  being. 

[Filed  by  Governor  Saltonstall]  Febr  21  1710/1  Her  Majts 
Orders  a gl  Canad  St.  John.  Duplict 
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Act  for  encouragement  of  the  Eastland  and  Greenland  trade  and  better 
securing  the  plantation  trade,  provisions  of,  142;  to  be  observed, 
137. 

Act  for  encouragement  of  trade,  provisions  of,  138,  143 ; to  be  observed, 
137. 

Act  for  encouraging  and  increasing  shipping  and  navigation,  provisions 
of,  138,  140;  to  be  observed,  137. 

Act  for  preventing  fraud  and  abuses  in  the  plantation  trade,  provisions 
of,  139,  142,  145 ; to  be  observed,  137. 

Act  for  preventing  frauds  and  regulating  abuses  in  the  customs,  pro- 
visions of,  138;  to  be  observed,  137. 

Act  for  regulating  the  plantation  trade,  provisions  of,  141 ; to  be 
observed,  137. 

“Adventure,”  ship,  proclamation  concerning  money  belonging  to  owners 
of,  160,  161. 

Africa,  mentioned,  138,  139,  140. 

Agent,  declines  to  serve  further,  27;  expense  of,  40,  102,  118,  125; 
expense  of  discussed,  76;  expenses  of  mentioned,  41,  43,  45,  47, 
49;  named  for  Connecticut,  28,  38,  62,  163. 

Albany,  N.  Y.,  aid  asked  for,  126 ; aid  for  defence  of  mentioned,  127 ; 
aid  given  to  mentioned,  60 ; defence  of  discussed,  87 ; defence  of 
mentioned,  56,  102 ; document  dated  at,  33 ; expense  in  assisting 
in  defence  of,  127 ; fort  at  mentioned,  56 ; instructions  to  com- 
mander of  expedition  from,  33;  journal  of  an  expedition  to 
mentioned,  126;  meeting  of  commissioners  for  defence  of 
appointed,  73;  mentioned,  31,  33,  34,  35,  36,  60,  69,  109,  111,  114, 
115,  124,  129,  164,  185. 

Albemarle,  Duke  of,  mentioned,  105. 

Alford,  Mr.,  mentioned,  23. 

Allyn,  Ann  (Mrs.  John),  mentioned,  64,  108. 

Allyn,  John,  addresses  signed  by,  24,  52;  commission  signed  by,  62; 
death  of  mentioned,  127,  129;  documents  signed  by,  16,  28; 
draught  of  letter  by,  43 ; instructions  signed  by,  57 ; letters  signed 
by,  14,  17,  18,  25,  32,  44,  46,  47,  54,  55,  70,  71,  101,  109,  112;  letter 
written  by,  42 ; letters  written  to,  19,  31,  64,  75,  107 ; mentioned, 
25,  43,  73,  112,  123;  order  from  mentioned,  22;  sketch  of,  19. 

Allyn,  Matthew,  member  of  council  of  war,  184;  mentioned,  19;  signs 
result  of  council  of  war,  185. 
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Almy,  Christopher,  mentioned,  93. 

America,  mentioned,  138,  139,  140,  170. 

Ammunition,  sent  to  Massachusetts,  52. 

Amsdell,  Robert,  to  be  apprehended,  162. 

Amsterdam  in  New  Netherlands,  letters  dated  at,  8,  9. 

Andros,  Edmund,  Connecticut  government  interrupted  by,  26;  men- 
tioned, 36,  41,  43,  45,  59,  69;  usurpation  of  mentioned,  37. 

Anne,  Queen,  letter  written  by,  186. 

Arms  and  ammunition,  desired  from  the  king,  112,  125,  129. 

Arran,  Lord,  claim  of  discussed,  113;  claim  of  mentioned,  104;  claims 
a part  of  Connecticut,  95,  103,  106. 

Artillery,  desired  from  the  king,  129. 

Ashurst,  Henry,  agent  for  Connecticut,  163;  declines  to  act  as  agent, 
38;  letters  written  to,  178,  182;  mentioned,  43,  44,  46,  48;  sug- 
gested to  act  as  agent,  29,  30,  37. 

Asia,  mentioned,  138,  139,  140. 

Askew,  Ann,  mentioned,  176. 

Assistants  of  Connecticut,  letter  written  by,  172. 

Attorneys  General  for  the  Colonies,  may  be  appointed  by  the  king,  132. 

Azores  Islands,  mentioned,  143. 

Baker,  Mr.,  mentioned,  10. 

Bant,  Gilbert,  receipt  signed  by,  148. 

Barrington,  Robert,  mentioned,  3. 

Barrington,  Thomas,  letters  written  to,  1,  4;  payment  ordered  made  to, 
3 ; sketch  of,  1. 

Barton,  Roger,  member  of  council  of  war,  184;  signs  result  of  council 
of  war,  185. 

Bath,  Earl  of,  member  of  council,  89. 

Bay,  The,  agents  of  mentioned,  36;  has  agents  in  England,  30;  letters 
received  from,  35 ; mentioned,  1,  2,  19,  39,  40,  166 ; see  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Bedford,  Duke  of,  mentioned,  89. 

Bedford,  N.  Y.,  letter  sent  by  town  of,  136;  mentioned,  130;  under  New 
York  or  Connecticut,  136. 

Belcher,  Mr.,  mentioned,  23,  71. 

Belcher,  Andrew,  great  shot  sent  to,  171 ; mentioned,  172. 

Belgic  provinces,  mentioned,  8. 

Belknap,  Mr.,  mentioned,  170. 

Bellomont,  Earl  of,  appointed  governor  of  Massachusetts,  105,  116; 
command  over  Connecticut  militia  granted  to,  135 ; mentioned, 
106,  107,  113,  121,  149,  154;  to  be  acquainted  with  Indians’  report, 
164. 

Benit,  Elisha,  mentioned,  48. 

Bertie,  Robert,  mentioned,  89. 
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Berwick,  Me.,  troops  desired  for,  172. 

Berwick  upon  Tweed,  Eng.,  mentioned,  139,  140,  141,  142,  143,  145. 
Biddoll,  John,  mentioned,  48. 

Bill  of  exchange,  cost  of  in  Connecticut  pay,  49;  mentioned,  48,  70,  71, 
128 ; received  in  England,  29 ; sent  to  England,  27 ; to  be  pro- 
cured, 23. 

Billerica,  Mass.,  attack  on  described,  110. 

Blackleech,  Mr.,  mentioned,  36. 

Blackstone  river,  R.  I.,  mentioned,  151. 

Blathwayt,  William,  mentioned,  41,  91,  93. 

Board  of  trade  and  plantations,  representations  made  to,  132. 

Bolton,  Duke  of,  member  of  council,  89. 

Boscawin,  Hugh,  Viscount,  member  of  council,  89;  mentioned,  89. 
Boston,  Mass.,  houses  in  burned,  36;  letters  addressed  to,  54,  74,  148; 
letters  dated  at,  149;  mentioned,  4,  5,  18,  23,  24,  38,  47,  52,  54,  55, 
58,  59,  64,  69,  71,  74,  76,  100,  115,  118,  148,  171,  180,  181. 

Boston  Colony  mentioned,  170. 

Boston  fleet,  has  sailed,  35. 

Boston  North  Church,  mentioned,  37. 

Boulton,  Mr.,  mentioned,  174. 

Boundary,  agreement  about  mentioned,  8;  dispute  over  between  Rhode 
Island  and  Connecticut  referred  to  the  king,  163;  settlement  of 
discussed,  130;  settlement  of  dispute  between  Rhode  Island  and 
Connecticut  endeavored,  163. 

Boundary  between  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut,  settlement  of  recom- 
mended, 150. 

Boyler,  Joseph,  signs  result  of  council  of  war,  186. 

Bradish,  Joseph,  to  be  apprehended,  161. 

Braedt,  Isaac,  signs  result  of  council  of  war,  186. 

Brewer,  Richard,  member  of  council  of  war,  184;  signs  result  of 
council  of  war,  185. 

Bridgeman,  William,  document  signed  by,  94. 

Bridgeport,  mentioned,  159. 

Bridgewater,  Earl  of,  member  of  council,  89. 

Bristol,  Eng.,  mentioned,  63. 

Broad  R,  mentioned,  181. 

Bronck,  Jan,  signs  result  of  council  of  war,  185. 

Broock,  Wesselton,  signs  result  of  council  of  war,  185. 

Bruyn,  John,  document  signed  by,  33. 

Bryan,  Alexander,  death  of  mentioned,  166. 

Bryant,  Mr.,  mentioned,  121. 

Buckingham,  Mr.,  suggested  to  preach  election  sermon,  164. 
Buckingham,  Stephen,  letter  signed  by,  155. 

Bulkeley,  Charles,  suggested  for  surgeon  for  the  troops,  32. 

Bulkeley,  Gershom,  address  signed  by,  49. 
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Bull,  Jonathan,  expedition  under  mentioned,  60;  sent  to  treat  with  the 
Indians,  69. 

Buykasson,  Elaes,  signs  result  of  council  of  war,  186. 

Byfronts,  Eng.,  mentioned,  128. 

Cade,  Jack,  mentioned,  170. 

Caderaque,  Can.,  mentioned,  109;  troops  desired  to  garrison,  109. 

Caldare,  Earl  of,  mentioned,  170. 

Cambridge,  Mass.,  mentioned,  68. 

Canada,  conquest  of  mentioned,  76;  expedition  against  discussed,  186; 
expedition  against  suggested,  178;  mentioned,  16,  33,  36,  60,  187. 

Canterbury,  Archbishop  of,  member  of  council,  89;  order  by,  137. 

Canterbury,  Eng.,  mentioned,  128. 

Cape  Florida,  mentioned,  168. 

Carey,  Anthony,  mentioned,  89. 

Carmarthen  (Carnamthen),  Marquis  of,  mentioned,  78,  89. 

Carolina,  designs  against  mentioned,  131. 

Carpenter,  Joseph,  signs  result  of  council  of  war,  186. 

Chapman,  John,  mentioned,  22. 

Charles  II,  address  sent  to,  11;  mentioned,  5,  20,  25,  26,  53,  74,  79,  80, 
81,  90,  91,  92,  103,  123,  130,  137,  167 ; to  be  petitioned  for  charter, 
6. 

Charter  of  Connecticut,  boundary  of  Connecticut  as  stated  in,  151,  153 ; 
confirmation  of  affirmed,  99,  106,  108;  confirmation  of  desired, 
25,  26,  28,  45,  46,  53,  57,  62,  73,  74,  79,  81,  90,  123 ; confirmation  of 
endeavored,  37;  confirmation  of  promised  by  the  king,  40;  con- 
firmed, 97 ; copy  of  to  be  carried  to  England,  58 ; declared  to  be 
valid,  38,  48 ; exemplification  of  left  in  England,  27 ; found  to  be 
valid,  136;  gives  control  of  militia  to  the  government  of  Con- 
necticut, 134;  government  under  resumed,  26;  granting  of  men- 
tioned, 11;  judgment  as  to  validity  of  mentioned,  41;  mentioned, 
7,  19,  72,  103;  opinion  on  validity  of  desired,  38;  opinion  on 
validity  of  mentioned,  39,  40,  43,  46;  opinion  on  validity  of  to  be 
obtained,  28;  resumption  of  government  under  generally  ap- 
proved, 59 ; rights  and  privileges  under  mentioned,  167 ; settle- 
ment of  Connecticut  under  described,  178;  stated  to  have  been 
surrendered,  41 ; to  be  brought  before  the  Attorney  General,  132 ; 
to  be  petitioned  for,  6;  validity  of  discussed,  30. 

Charters  of  the  Colonies,  give  no  power  of  admiralty,  132. 

Chauncey,  Mr.,  letter  from  mentioned,  31. 

Chauncey,  Charles,  letter  signed  by,  155. 

Chauncey,  Israel,  letter  signed  by,  155. 

Chauncey,  Nathaniel,  mentioned,  15. 

Chester,  John,  letter  approved  by,  172. 

Chester,  Eng.,  mentioned,  31. 
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Christopher,  Peter,  signs  result  of  council  of  war,  186. 

Christophers,  Richard,  documents  signed  by,  150,  152;  letter  sent  to,  33. 

Christophers,  Richard  D.,  mentioned,  73. 

Church,  Benjamin,  overcomes  Indians,  68. 

Clark,  Aylmore,  to  be  apprehended,  161. 

Clark,  Daniel,  letter  signed  by,  12;  mentioned,  11. 

Clark,  John,  signs  result  of  council  of  war,  185. 

Clark,  Jonas,  mentioned,  171. 

Clark,  Weston,  document  sent  to,  150,  152. 

Clarke,  John,  declaration  by,  167 ; letters  written  by,  171,  180. 

Clasen,  Laveens,  signs  result  of  council  of  war,  186. 

Coddington,  Nathaniel,  document  sent  to,  150,  152. 

Colchester,  mentioned,  183. 

Collinge,  Richard,  document  signed  by,  81. 

Colver,  Samuel,  mentioned,  19. 

Commissioners  of  Connecticut,  documents  written  by,  150,  152. 

Commissioners  of  customs,  correspondence  to  be  maintained  with,  145 ; 
lists  of  ships  and  vessels  to  be  sent  to,  142;  registration  of  ships 
to  be  sent  to,  146 ; security  to  be  given  to,  138 ; to  be  aided,  144. 

Commissioners  of  several  provinces,  meeting  of  appointed,  73. 

Commissioners  of  the  treasury,  mentioned,  144;  orders  and  instruc- 
tions by,  137. 

Commissioners  or  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  document  for 
delivery  to,  81;  letters  written  by  mentioned,  149,  150;  letters 
written  to,  101,  134,  163;  mentioned,  78,  87,  90,  96,  104,  106,  119, 
134,  149,  151,  154;  order  to,  81;  see  Board  of  trade. 

Committee  for  foreign  plantations,  hearing  before,  36. 

Compton,  Henry,  mentioned,  89. 

“Conception,”  ship,  mentioned,  54. 

Coningsby,  Thomas,  Lord,  member  of  council,  89;  mentioned,  89. 

Connecticut,  address  by  freeholders  of,  49;  addresses  by  to  the  king, 
11,  125;  addresses  of  concerning  militia  sent  to  the  king,  54,  55; 
address  of  presented  to  the  king,  38;  address  of  to  the  king 
mentioned,  40,  48,  114;  aid  sent  to  other  places  by  described,  115; 
aid  sought  from,  126;  aid  to  be  given  other  colonies  by  in  war 
with  the  French,  56;  boundary  of  discussed,  150,  153;  boundary 
of  not  settled,  163 ; case  of  against  Benjamin  Fletcher,  81 ; claim 
that  acts  of  trade  and  navigation  are  not  attended  in,  132 ; com- 
mand of  militia  of  mentioned,  87;  complaint  about,  10;  contro- 
versy over  title  of  land  in  discussed,  182,  183 ; cost  to  for  defence 
of  Massachusetts  and  York  province,  128;  customs  in  repugnant 
to  laws  declared  illegal,  144;  designs  against  mentioned,  131;  ex- 
pense of  colony  because  of  Indians,  102,  113,  114;  letter  dated  at, 
12;  letters  sent  by,  111,  163,  182;  letters  written  to,  56,  95; 
mentioned,  23,  73,  185,  186;  movement  to  have  joined  to  Massa- 
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chusetts,  133 ; narrative  of  service  of  in  Indian  wars,  65 ; no  one 
to  be  found  to  act  as  agent  for,  38;  not  well  prepared  for 
defence,  12;  observations  in  opposition  to  the  government  of,  49; 
officers  to  be  commissioned  by  governor  of,  34;  petition  from  dis- 
cussed by  the  queen,  95;  petition  from  to  be  presented  to  the 
king,  27,  28;  petition  of  to  the  king,  79;  petition  of  to  the  king 
discussed,  89;  petitions  of  to  the  king  mentioned,  81,  87;  petition 
presented  to  the  king,  31 ; possible  loss  of  government  of  dis- 
cussed, 178;  proclaims  James  II  as  king,  20;  quota  of  frequently 
called  for,  127;  quota  of  troops  asked  for,  114;  refusal  of  quota 
of  discussed,  120;  returns  thanks  to  the  king,  111;  sending  quota 
of  discussed,  115;  sends  aid  to  New  York  province,  134;  settle- 
ment of  boundaries  of  discussed,  130;  settlement  of  described, 
178;  troops  of  overcome  Indians,  68;  treaty  with  mentioned,  126; 
trials  in  settlement  of  described,  74;  vacancies  in  offices  in  to  be 
filled,  145;  see  Agent,  Assistants,  Boundary,  Charter,  Commis- 
sioners, Council,  Deputy  Governor,  General  Assembly,  General 
Court,  Governor,  Governor  and  Assistants,  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil, Governor  and  Magistrates,  Magistrates,  Magistrates  and 
Deputies,  Militia. 

Connecticut  land,  sold  by  James  Fitch,  167. 

Connecticut  regiment,  address  to  officers  of,  184. 

Connecticut  river,  mentioned,  1,  67,  95,  103,  106,  113,  168,  169;  see  Fresh 
river. 

Cornfield,  mentioned,  180. 

Cornwallis,  Charles,  Lord,  member  of  council,  89;  mentioned,  89. 

Corunna,  Spain,  see  Groyne,  The. 

Couch,  Samuel,  signs  result  of  council  of  war,  185. 

Council  of  Connecticut,  address  to  the  king  by,  24;  instructions  sent  by, 
28;  letter  written  by,  18;  order  of,  89. 

Council  of  war,  letter  written  by,  177;  proceedings  and  result  of,  184, 
185. 

Cox,  Dr.,  mentioned,  38,  93. 

Cranfeild,  Edward,  mentioned,  113. 

Customs,  acts  for  preventing  frauds  and  regulating  abuses  in  sent  to 
Connecticut,  137. 

Danbury,  mentioned,  159. 

Danby,  Earl  of,  mentioned,  89. 

Davenport,  Mr.,  mentioned,  64. 

Davenport,  John,  suggested  to  preach  election  sermon,  164. 

Davis,  Thomas,  to  be  apprehended,  162. 

Dean,  Thomas,  to  be  apprehended,  161. 

Deerfield,  Mass.,  attack  on  mentioned,  172,  173,  176;  destruction  of 
described,  176,  177;  mentioned,  69,  75,  113,  115;  relieved  from 
Indian  attack,  68. 
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Deputy  Governor  and  Magistrates,  letter  to,  8. 

DKey,  Jacobus,  signs  result  of  council  of  war,  185. 

Dongan,  Thomas,  agreement  with  mentioned,  136. 

Dorchester,  Mass.,  mentioned,  14,  37. 

Dublin,  Ireland,  said  to  have  been  captured,  36. 

Dudley,  Joseph,  desires  troops  to  be  sent  to  Maine,  172;  mentioned, 
182,  183. 

Dutch,  mentioned,  17. 

Dutch  settlement  on  Connecticut  river,  mentioned,  9. 

Dutchmen,  mentioned,  164. 

East  Greenwich,  Eng.,  mentioned,  91. 

East  Hampton,  N.  Y.,  mentioned,  10,  11. 

Eastland  trade,  act  for  encouragement  of  sent  to  Connecticut,  137. 
Ecclesiastical  affairs,  dissatisfaction  with  laws  relating  to  discussed,  155. 
Ecclesiastical  rights,  queried,  14. 

Edgarton,  John,  mentioned,  89. 

Eldridge  (Eldrid),  Capt.,  mentioned,  119,  121. 

Election  sermon,  names  of  ministers  suggested  to  preach,  164. 

Eliot,  John,  member  of  committee  to  discuss  carrying  on  of  war,  178. 
Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  mentioned,  10. 

Elliot,  Mr.,  death  of  mentioned,  108. 

England,  king  of  mentioned,  91 ; mentioned,  1,  2,  6,  16,  20,  21,  24,  25,  26, 
28,  29,  30,  37,  38,  39,  40,  49,  52,  54,  57,  59,  71,  72,  76,  82,  83,  85,  100, 
105,  111,  113,  114,  117,  122,  136,  138,  139,  140,  141,  142,  143,  144,  145, 
146,  147,  148,  149,  167,  168,  170,  179;  treasurer  of  mentioned,  144. 
English,  attack  on  mentioned,  110;  mentioned,  65,  66,  69,  82,  84,  138,  139, 
140,  145,  146,  165,  169. 

English  law,  mentioned,  9,  10. 

English  scouts,  work  of  described,  163. 

English  troops,  desired,  172. 

Empson,  Mr.,  mentioned,  170. 

Europe,  mentioned,  36,  143,  170. 

Fairfax,  Robert,  address  to  be  sent  by  mentioned,  55 ; letter  written  to, 
54;  mentioned,  55,  56;  sketch  of,  54. 

Fairfield,  mentioned,  159. 

Fairfield  county  ministers,  letter  written  by,  155 ; mentioned,  159. 
Falkland,  Viscount,  member  of  council,  89. 

Fenwick,  George,  letters  written  by,  1,  4. 

Finch,  Daniel,  sketch  of,  73. 

Fish,  John,  desires  divorce  from  his  wife,  19;  mentioned,  20. 

Fitch,  Capt.,  mentioned,  69,  108. 

Fitch,  James,  declaration  against  his  selling  land  belonging  to  Connecti- 
cut, 167;  deed  of  land  by  mentioned,  170;  has  laid  claim  to  land 
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in  Connecticut,  168;  mentioned,  70,  72,  169,  170;  not  a patentee 
or  freeman,  167. 

Five  Nations  of  Indians,  cost  of  present  to,  102,  113;  have  left  war 
service,  184;  mentioned,  60;  present  from  mentioned,  115;  present 
sent  to,  102;  treaty  with  described,  115;  treaty  with  mentioned, 
126;  trouble  with  discussed,  69. 

Flag,  mentioned,  180. 

Flanders,  mentioned,  87,  98,  117. 

Fletcher,  Benjamin,  case  of  Connecticut  against,  81 ; complaint  against 
Connecticut  by  reported,  115;  grant  of  men  and  money  to 
mentioned,  113;  has  demanded  control  of  militia,  79;  letter  from 
mentioned,  73;  letter  written  by,  111;  letter  written  to,  109;  may 
not  exceed  the  colonies  quota  of  militia,  135 ; men  and  money 
sent  to,  102;  mentioned,  80,  81,  83,  84,  85,  86,  90,  92,  95,  98,  99, 
106,  111,  115,  116,  118,  119,  120,  124,  126,  127;  to  command  militia 
of  Connecticut,  134. 

Fort  Ingolsby,  mentioned,  185. 

Fort  Nicholson,  mentioned,  185. 

Fort  William,  N.  Y.,  letter  addressed  to,  109. 

Fort  at  New  London,  to  be  completed,  42. 

Fort  at  Saybrook,  ammunition  for  discussed,  171. 

Fort  fight,  see  Narragansett. 

Fox,  Stephen,  document  signed  by,  137. 

Foyler,  Moses,  signs  result  of  council  of  war,  186. 

France,  mentioned,  6,  20,  21,  24,  26,  49,  52,  111,  122;  war  with  men- 
tioned, 82. 

French,  aid  given  against,  56,  60;  capture  money,  125;  expedition 
against  discussed,  186;  mentioned,  69,  90,  91,  96,  109,  115,  122; 
trouble  with  mentioned,  68. 

French  fashions,  mentioned,  174. 

French  in  Canada,  instructions  to  commander  of  expedition  against,  33. 

French  king,  peace  with  mentioned,  149. 

French  man-of-war,  mentioned,  104. 

French  privateers,  mentioned,  54. 

Frenchman,  property  of  seized,  181. 

Fresh  river,  mentioned,  9;  see  Connecticut  river. 

Gallop,  Mr.,  mentioned,  170. 

Gallop,  John,  fights  Indians,  67. 

Gardner,  John,  signs  result  of  council  of  war,  185. 

General  Assembly  of  Connecticut,  instructions  by,  57 ; letters  written 
to,  98,  99. 

General  Court  of  Connecticut,  address  by,  52;  commission  by,  62;  let- 
ters written  by,  12,  43,  46,  47 ; letters  written  to,  14,  22,  155. 

George,  Mr.,  mentioned,  104. 
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Gerard  (Gerrett),  Gilbert,  letters  written  to,  1,  4;  payment  ordered 
made  to,  3. 

Gibbons,  Capt.,  mentioned,  5. 

Gilmore,  Robert,  mentioned,  36. 

Glastonbury,  mentioned,  164. 

Glenn,  Sanders,  member  of  council  of  war,  184;  see  Sandersglenn. 
Godolphin,  Sidney,  Earl  of,  mentioned,  89. 

Goodrich,  Ephraim,  signs  result  of  council  of  war,  186. 

Goodricke  or  Goodrich,  Henry,  member  of  council,  89. 

Gorton,  Samuel,  mentioned,  18. 

Governor  and  Assistants  of  Connecticut,  letter  written  by,  14. 

Governor  and  Council  of  Connecticut,  letters  written  by,  21,  23,  25,  32. 

52,  54,  55,  70,  71,  72,  73,  74;  letters  written  to,  63,  76,  78. 
Governor  and  Magistrates  of  Connecticut,  letter  written  by,  17. 
Governor  of  Connecticut,  letter  written  to,  186;  orders  and  instructions 
to,  137. 

Governors  of  Colonies,  to  be  approved  by  the  king,  121. 

Grave,  George,  mentioned,  72. 

Gray,  Mr.,  mentioned,  181. 

Green,  John,  documents  sent  to,  150,  152. 

Greenland  trade,  act  for  encouragement  of  sent  to  Connecticut,  137. 
Greenwich,  mentioned,  9. 

Grenville,  John,  mentioned,  89. 

Groyne,  The,  mentioned,  104. 

Guernsey,  Isle  of,  mentioned,  139,  145. 


Haddam,  mentioned,  164. 

Hadley,  Mass.,  attacked  by  Indians,  124;  mentioned,  173;  relieved  from 
Indian  attack,  68. 

Hamilton,  Duke  of,  mentioned,  95. 

Hamlin,  Giles,  signs  as  witness,  7. 

Hamlin,  John,  letter  signed  by,  172. 

Harley,  Edward,  mentioned,  89. 

Hartford,  addresses  dated  at,  11,  24,  52;  documents  dated  at,  16,  62,  65; 
instructions  dated  at,  28,  57 ; letters  addressed  to,  19,  22,  29,  30, 
31,  39,  40,  63,  75,  76,  78,  87,  98,  99,  104,  107,  116,  118,  119,  120,  131 ; 
letters  dated  at,  17,  18,  21,  23,  25,  32,  42,  44,  46,  47,  52,  54,  55,  70, 
71,  72,  73,  74,  101,  109,  111,  112,  123,  126,  129,  148,  163,  172,  177; 
letter  sent  to,  136;  mentioned,  5,  6,  7,  8,  14,  16,  19,  22,  40,  63,  122, 
129,  164,  169. 

Harvard  College,  mentioned,  16,  37,  76. 

Hatfield,  Eng.,  mentioned,  1. 

Hatfield,  Mass.,  mentioned,  173,  177. 

Haynes,  John,  mentioned,  16. 
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Hazelrig,  Arthur,  letter  to  be  written  to,  1 ; mentioned,  3,  4 ; payment 
ordered  made  by,  3. 

Hazelrig,  Thomas,  mentioned,  4. 

Heifer,  mentioned,  1,  4. 

Herbert,  Thomas,  mentioned,  89. 

Hiems,  Indian  sachem,  land  sold  by  mentioned,  169. 

Holland,  Thomas,  mentioned,  128. 

Hollister,  Stephen,  goes  with  troops  to  Deerfield,  113. 

Holyoke,  Eliza,  letter  sent  to  mentioned,  23. 

d’Honneur,  John,  member  of  council  of  war,  184;  signs  result  of 
council  of  war,  185. 

Hood,  Robin,  mentioned,  170. 

Hooker,  Samuel,  mentioned,  108. 

Hooker,  Thomas,  mentioned,  4. 

Hopground,  N.  Y.,  mentioned,  136. 

Hopkins,  Edward,  document  signed  by,  5. 

Hotten,  Thomas,  signs  result  of  council  of  war,  186. 

Housatonic  river,  Indians  attacked  at,  68. 

House  of  Hope,  mentioned,  9. 

Howard,  Robert,  member  of  council,  89. 

Hubbard,  Mr.,  suggested  to  preach  election  sermon,  164. 

Hyde,  Eawrence,  mentioned,  89. 

Inchequine,  mentioned,  169. 

Indian  affairs,  discussed,  182,  183. 

Indian  scouts,  not  to  be  obtained,  163. 

Indian  soldiers,  desired,  172. 

Indian  wars,  narrative  of  service  of  Connecticut  in,  65. 

Indians,  aid  of  in  war  sought,  32;  aid  sent  to  defend  against,  110;  attack 
by  guarded  against,  17 ; attack  by  upon  Albany  probable,  31 ; attacks 
by  described,  124;  Connecticut  to  aid  in  war  against,  56;  corn  of 
destroyed,  68;  dealings  with  described,  18;  have  gone  to  make 
attack,  109;  killing  of  mentioned,  110;  land  claimed  to  have  been 
purchased  from,  168;  land  conquered  from,  169;  land  purchased 
from,  169;  mentioned,  17,  32;  peace  with  not  yet  broken,  166; 
purchase  of  land  from  mentioned,  170;  renewal  of  covenant  chain 
with  described,  126 ; their  service  as  troops  discussed,  172,  173 ; 
trouble  with  discussed,  164;  uprising  of  against  the  whites  feared, 
165 ; see  Five  Nations,  Maqua,  Mohegan,  Narraganset,  Oneida, 
Oweantinuck,  Pennacook,  Pequot,  Poaduck,  Podatuck,  Quabaug, 
Wabaquasset,  Wampanoag. 

Ireland,  king  bound  for,  39 ; king  not  yet  returned  from,  39 ; mentioned, 
6,  20,  21,  24,  26,  31,  49,  52,  111,  121,  122,  138,  139,  140,  141,  143,  144, 
145,  170. 

“Irish  adventure/’  mentioned,  4. 
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Jackson,  Mr.,  mentioned,  104. 

Jamaica,  mentioned,  105. 

James  II,  address  sent  to  from  Connecticut,  22;  his  having  been  pro- 
claimed king  reported,  21 ; mentioned,  79,  90 ; proclaimed  king 
over  Connecticut,  20. 

James,  Mr.,  mentioned,  17. 

James,  Prince,  mentioned,  20. 

Jenkins,  Leoline,  letter  written  to,  21;  sketch  of,  21. 

“Jeremiah,”  ship,  mentioned,  148. 

Jersey,  Isle  of,  mentioned,  139,  145. 

Jerusalem,  mentioned,  169. 

Johnson,  Capt.,  mentioned,  31,  69. 

Jones,  Richard,  mentioned,  89. 

Jones,  William,  mentioned,  31. 

Jonge,  John,  accusation  against,  8;  mentioned,  9. 

Kent  County,  Eng.,  mentioned,  128. 

Kimberly,  Eleazar,  attests  copy  of  letter,  137,  183;  letters  signed  by, 
122,  126;  mentioned,  122,  126,  129. 

King  in  Council,  order  of,  89. 

King  Philip’s  war,  mentioned,  7,  29;  see  Wampanoag. 

King’s  province,  mentioned,  83,  92. 

Knox,  see  Nox. 

Land,  conquered  and  purchased  from  Indians,  169;  controversy  over 
title  of  discussed,  182,  183. 

Land  belonging  to  Connecticut,  sold  by  James  Fitch,  167. 

Land  purchased  from  Indians,  mentioned,  168. 

Larkin,  Cornelius,  to  be  apprehended,  161. 

Law,  Jonathan,  attests  copy  of  letter,  183. 

Laws  of  England,  sent  to  Connecticut,  137. 

Leeds,  Duke  of,  mentioned,  89. 

Leisler,  Jacob,  letter  from  mentioned,  31 ; mentioned,  35,  69. 

Lindsey,  Earl  of,  mentioned,  89. 

Littleton,  Thomas,  document  signed  by,  137. 

Lizard,  The,  mentioned,  104. 

London,  Eng.,  letters  addressed  to,  44,  46,  47,  70,  72,  101,  112,  126; 
letters  dated  at,  29,  30,  31,  39, -40,  78,  87,  98,  99,  104,  105,  107,  116, 
118,  119,  120,  131;  mentioned,  25,  40,  55,  57,  58,  74,  146,  149. 
London,  Bishop  of,  member  of  council,  89. 

Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  inhabitants  of  not  to  be  forced  to  take  oath,  16; 
mentioned,  10,  16,  17. 

Loocker,  Capt.,  company  of  has  deserted,  185. 

Lord,  Richard,  member  of  committee  to  discuss  carrying  on  of  war, 
178. 
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Lord,  Richard,  Sr.,  signs  as  witness,  7. 

Lord  Justices  of  England,  order  by,  137. 

Lords  of  the  council,  letters  from  mentioned,  21. 
Lorraine,  Duke  of,  is  dead,  36. 

Loyd,  John,  to  be  apprehended,  162. 

Lumley,  Richard,  mentioned,  89. 

Lynd,  mentioned,  180. 

Lynn,  Mass.,  mentioned,  10. 


Madeira  Islands,  mentioned,  143. 

Magistrates  and  Deputies  of  Connecticut,  result  of  consultation  of,  6. 

Magistrates  of  Connecticut,  letter  written  to,  9. 

Malt,  mentioned,  2,  4. 

Mamaroneck  (Mamormack)  river,  mentioned,  130. 

Maqua  Indians,  attack  on  mentioned,  69 ; mentioned,  60,  70. 

Marshall,  Samuel,  fights  Indians,  67. 

Mary,  Queen,  death  of  mentioned,  116,  117;  letter  written  by,  95. 

Maryland,  mentioned,  56,  73 ; treaty  with  mentioned,  126. 

Masham,  William,  letters  written  to,  1,  4;  payment  ordered  made  to,  3. 

Mason,  John,  fights  Indians,  67 ; mentioned,  65,  66. 

Mason,  Robert,  to  be  apprehended,  161. 

Mason,  Samuel,  document  signed  by,  150,  152;  mentioned,  183. 

Massachusetts,  agents  of  mentioned,  38;  agents  sent  to  England  from, 
37 ; aid  given  to  by  Connecticut  described,  75 ; charter  of  annulled 
and  restoration  desired,  37 ; defence  of  mentioned,  102 ; instruc- 
tions sent  to  governor  of,  186;  mentioned,  5,  16,  43,  44,  45,  48,  52, 
66,  68,  69,  73,  74,  102,  105,  107,  115,  116,  131,  133,  168,  179;  settle- 
ment of  boundary  line  with  discussed,  130;  see  Bay,  Boston 
Colony. 

Massachusetts  agents,  mentioned,  47. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  mentioned,  181. 

Mast  ships,  about  to  sail,  64;  mentioned,  104,  105,  107,  114,  117. 

Mather,  Increase,  acts  as  agent,  29 ; Connecticut  unkind  to,  37 ; consents 
to  act  as  agent,  38;  has  delivered  Connecticut’s  petition  to  the 
king,  31;  letter  from  mentioned,  44;  letter  written  by,  37;  letter 
written  to,  46 ; letter  written  to  mentioned,  45 ; mentioned,  29,  39, 
40,  41,  44,  48,  49,  74;  sketch  of,  37;  suggested  to  act  as  agent, 
30;  thanks  of  Connecticut  s*ent  to,  46;  will  act  as  agent,  40; 
will  deliver  colony’s  petition  to  the  king,  30. 

Mather,  Richard,  mentioned,  37. 

Miantonomo,  see  Nanantenoe. 

Milborne,  Jacob,  document  signed  by,  33. 

Milford,  letter  addressed  to,  149;  letters  dated  at,  31,  35,  164,  166; 
mentioned,  17,  29,  165,  181 ; sickness  in  mentioned,  36. 
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Militia  of  Connecticut,  address  concerning  sent  to  the  king,  54,  55; 
change  in  government  of  deprecated,  54;  change  in  government 
of  to  be  annulled  if  possible,  57,  58,  59,  60,  61,  62;  control  of 
discussed,  81,  90,  95 ; government  of  changed,  53 ; petition  against 
change  of  authority  over,  79;  proposed  change  in  government  of 
mentioned,  65,  70;  quota  of  from  Connecticut  asked  for,  111; 
quota  of  from  Connecticut  stated,  94,  96,  109,  135 ; sent  to  New 
York  province,  134;  the  king  may  appoint  a chief  commander 
of,  135 ; under  control  of  the  colony  by  virtue  of  charter,  132. 

Ministers  maintenance,  dissatisfaction  with  laws  relating  to  discussed, 
155. 

Ministers  of  Fairfield  county,  letter  written  by,  155. 

Minor,  Capt.,  mentioned,  165. 

Mix  (Meeks),  Stephen,  suggested  to  preach  election  sermon,  164. 

Mohawk  Indians,  treaty  with  mentioned,  126;  see  Maqua  Indians. 

Mohawk  sachem,  misrepresents  Connecticut,  127. 

Mohegan  country,  mentioned,  167,  168,  169. 

Mohegan  Indians,  mentioned,  32,  168. 

Montagu,  Charles,  document  signed  by,  137. 

Montagu,  Ralph,  Earl  of,  member  of  council,  89. 

Mosely,  Samuel,  and  his  men  relieved,  67. 


Nameock,  magistrate  appointed  for,  5. 

Nanantenoe  (Miantonomo?),  death  of  mentioned,  68. 

Nantasket,  Mass.,  mentioned,  35. 

Narragansett,  R.  I.,  Indians  return  to,  68;  mentioned,  95,  103,  106. 
Narragansett  Bay,  R.  I.,  mentioned,  151,  153. 

Narragansett  country,  mentioned,  83,  169. 

Narragansett  Fort,  fight  at  described,  67. 

Narragansett  Indians,  at  war,  18;  treat  with  whites,  67;  war  with 
described,  66. 

Narragansett  river,  mentioned,  151,  153. 

Naval  officer,  to  give  security  for  performance  of  duty,  138. 

New  England,  mentioned,  29,  37,  39,  52,  55,  56,  60,  65,  66,  70,  78,  106, 
119,  121,  123,  135,  139,  143,  170,  176;  ships  to  mentioned,  104. 
New  England  colonies,  mentioned,  33. 

New  England  commissioners,  boundary  agreement  by  mentioned,  8. 
New  Hampshire,  instructions  sent  to  governor  of,  186;  mentioned,  83, 
92,  105. 

New  Haven,  mentioned,  4,  80. 

New  Haven  colony,  mentioned,  5,  29. 

New  Haven  meetinghouse,  struck  by  lightning,  166. 

New  Jersey,  command  of  militia  of  mentioned,  87;  designs  against 
mentioned,  131 ; grant  of  mentioned,  91 ; instructions  sent  to 
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governor  of,  186;  mentioned,  93,  168;  treaty  of  Indians  with 
mentioned,  126;  troops  from  may  not  continue  in  service,  185. 

New  Jersey  regiment,  address  to  officers  of,  184. 

New  London,  document  dated  at,  160;  fort  at  mentioned,  103;  Indians 
attack  from,  68;  letters  addressed  to,  32,  71,  164,  166,  177,  180, 
181 ; letters  dated  at,  63,  64,  75,  76,  172 ; mentioned,  5,  10,  42,  76, 
152,  161,  183;  see  Nameock. 

New  London  county,  document  addressed  to,  160;  mentioned,  68. 

New  Roxbury  (PWarwick,  Mass.),  attacked  by  Indians,  124. 

New  York,  N.  Y.,  letter  dated  at,  111;  mentioned,  51,  52,  58,  59,  73,  100, 
149,  180. 

New  York  province,  agents  of  mentioned,  124;  aid  desired  for  defence 
of,  127 ; annexation  of  Connecticut  to  to  be  opposed,  47 ; instruc- 
tions sent  to  governor  of,  186;  mentioned,  8,  12,  16,  33,  36,  69,  70, 
79,  80,  81,  83,  84,  85,  88,  90,  91,  92,  94,  95,  96,  97,  102,  110,  112,  123, 
126,  134,  135,  136,  179;  settlement  of  boundary  line  with  dis- 
cussed, 130;  ships  to  mentioned,  104;  soldiers  sent  to,  98;  to  be 
aided  in  war  against  French,  56;  treaty  with  mentioned,  126. 

New  York  province  regiment,  address  to  officers  of,  184. 

New  York  province  towns,  controversy  about  jurisdiction  over,  136. 

Newark,  N.  J.,  mentioned,  29. 

Newcastle,  Del.,  mentioned,  92. 

Newcastle,  N.  H.,  mentioned,  128. 

Newfoundland,  mentioned,  143. 

Newton,  Roger,  signs  result  of  council  of  war,  186. 

Nichols,  Cyprian,  letter  written  to,  23 ; mentioned,  64,  108 ; sketch  of,  23. 

Nichols,  Richard,  letter  written  to,  12;  sketch  of,  12. 

Nicholson,  Francis,  mentioned,  186. 

Nipmuck  country,  foraged,  68. 

Northampton,  Mass.,  relieved  from  Indian  attack,  68. 

Northfield,  Mass.,  garrisoned  by  Connecticut,  69;  inhabitants  of  re- 
lieved, 67. 

Northrop,  Daniel,  mentioned,  165. 

Norwalk,  letter  dated  at,  155 ; mentioned,  159. 

Norwich,  Indians  attack  from,  68. 

Nottingham,  Earl  of,  letter  signed  by,  56;  letter  written  to,  73;  men- 
tioned, 78. 

Nox,  Robert,  to  be  apprehended,  161. 

Noyes,  James,  document  signed  by,  150. 

Or.NEY,  Thomas,  document  sent  to,  150,  152. 

Oneida  Indians,  treaty  with  mentioned,  126. 

Onell,  mentioned,  169. 

Orange,  Prince  of,  mentioned,  16. 

Osborne,  Thomas,  mentioned,  89. 
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Owaneco,  sachem,  grant  from  claimed,  168;  his  report  discussed,  164; 
mentioned,  67,  168. 

Oweantinuck  Indians,  mentioned,  165. 

Oxford,  Earl  of,  member  of  council,  89. 

PacusETT,  sachem,  mentioned,  18. 

Palmes,  Edward,  address  signed  by,  49. 

Parker,  Ebenezer,  mentioned,  180. 

Parker,  John,  letter  written  by,  22;  sketch  of,  22. 

Parliament,  act  of  mentioned,  121 ; bill  in  for  taking  away  government 
of  Connecticut  discussed,  178;  see  Act. 

Partridge,  Samuel,  letter  written  by,  173. 

Paulet,  Charles,  mentioned,  89. 

Pawkatuck  river,  mentioned,  151. 

Pelham,  Thomas,  document  signed  by,  137. 

Pemaquid,  Maine,  mentioned,  74. 

Pembroke,  Earl  of,  mentioned,  89. 

“Pembroke,”  ship,  mentioned,  54. 

Pennacook  Indians,  message  sent  to  chief  of  mentioned,  166. 

Pennsylvania,  commander  of  militia  of  mentioned,  87 ; designs  against 
mentioned,  131;  mentioned,  56,  73,  92,  180;  treaty  with  men- 
tioned, 126. 

Pequot  country,  mentioned,  151,  167,  168. 

Pequot  harbor,  mentioned,  5. 

Pequot  Indians,  mentioned,  32. 

Pequot  war,  described,  65. 

Philip,  sachem,  and  his  men  overcome,  68;  death  of  mentioned,  68; 
mentioned,  66,  67. 

Phipps,  William,  Connecticut  troops  under  command  of,  69 ; letter  writ- 
ten to,  74;  mentioned,  52,  53,  55,  60,  69,  82,  83,  86,  92;  sketch  of, 
74. 

Pierson  (Person),  Abraham,  suggested  to  preach  election  sermon,  164. 

Pincarton,  Capt.,  mentioned,  105. 

Piracy,  recent  act  of  discussed,  160,  161. 

Pirates,  mentioned,  42. 

Piscataqua,  Maine,  mentioned,  78. 

Piscataqua  river,  mentioned,  172. 

Pitkin,  William,  draught  of  letter  by,  44;  letter  signed  by,  172;  men- 
tioned, 11,  52,  54,  55,  62,  70. 

Plank,  payment  to  be  made  in,  5. 

Plantation  trade,  act  for  preventing  frauds  and  abuses  in  sent  to  Con- 
necticut, 137 ; act  for  regulating  and  securing  sent  to  Connecticut, 
137 ; provisions  of  act  for  preventing  frauds  and  abuses  in,  139. 

Plantations  in  America,  mentioned,  138,  139,  140,  141,  142,  143,  144,  145, 
146,  147. 
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Plymouth,  Eng.,  mentioned,  104,  105,  107. 

Plymouth  colony,  mentioned,  66,  68. 

Poaduck  Indians,  mentioned,  165. 

Podatuck  Indians,  mentioned,  165. 

Port  Royal,  Can.,  expedition  against,  74. 

Porter,  James,  acts  of  as  agent  satisfactory,  43 ; bill  of  exchange  to  be 
sent  to,  24 ; declines  to  serve  as  agent,  30,  37 ; has  been  appointed 
agent,  46;  instructions  sent  to,  28;  letter  from  mentioned,  44; 
letter  sent  to,  23 ; letter  to  prepared,  55 ; letter  written  to  men- 
tioned, 45;  letters  written  by,  29,  31,  39,  40;  letters  written  to, 
25,  30,  40,  47,  52,  70 ; mentioned,  38,  46,  47,  56,  72 ; sketch  of,  25 ; 
unfit  person  to  be  agent,  37. 

Porter,  John,  mentioned,  25. 

Portsmouth,  Eng.,  mentioned,  118. 

Powell,  John,  to  be  apprehended,  162. 

Printing,  introduction  of  into  Connecticut  mentioned,  76. 

Privy  Council,  orders  of,  81,  89. 

Providence  Plantation,  mentioned,  83,  92,  93,  106,  113;  see  Rhode  Island. 

Provoost,  Johannes,  document  signed  by,  33. 

Pynchon,  William,  mentioned,  19,  173. 

Quabaug,  Indian  depredation  at,  67. 

Quabaug  Indians,  sachem  of  killed,  68. 

Queen  Anne’s  war,  mentioned,  76. 

Queen’s  Jack,  mentioned,  180. 

Quinebaug  country,  mentioned,  167,  168,  169. 

RanEi,agh,  Earl  of,  member  of  council,  89. 

Read,  Francis,  to  be  apprehended,  162. 

Records,  old,  mentioned,  19. 

Redknap,  John,  attests  copy,  186;  member  of  council  of  war,  184;  signs 
result  of  council  of  war,  185. 

Reed,  Samuel,  mentioned,  128. 

Rhode  Island,  address  of  to  the  king  mentioned,  90;  boundary  of  as 
claimed  by,  151;  boundary  of  discussed,  150,  153;  boundary  of 
not  settled,  163 ; charter  of  mentioned,  91 ; commander  of  militia 
of  mentioned,  87;  commissioners  of  mentioned,  151,  152;  designs 
against  mentioned,  131 ; documents  sent  to  commissioners  of, 
150,  152;  mentioned,  18,  70,  73,  83,  92,  93,  95,  103,  150,  168;  see 
Providence  Plantation. 

Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  charter  of  mentioned,  92; 
mentioned,  93. 

Richards,  Maj.,  mentioned,  71. 

Richards,  James,  mentioned,  20. 

Roberts,  Zechariah,  letter  signed  by,  136. 
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Rochester,  Earl  of,  member  of  council,  89. 

Romney,  Earl  of,  mentioned,  89;  order  by,  137. 

Rosewell,  William,  address  signed  by,  49. 

Royal  Society  of  England,  mentioned,  5. 

Rudyards,  John,  signs  result  of  council  of  war,  186. 

Russell,  Henry,  member  of  council,  89. 

Rye,  N.  Y.,  mentioned,  130;  under  New  York  or  Connecticut,  136. 
Ryswick,  Holland,  mentioned,  149. 

St.  James,  Court  at,  letter  dated  at,  186. 

St.  John,  H.,  letter  signed  by,  186. 

Saltonstall,  Mr.,  mentioned,  71,  76. 

Saltonstall,  Gurdon,  documents  signed  by,  150,  152;  letters  written  by, 
76,  150,  163,  187 ; sketch  of,  76. 

Sanders,  William,  to  be  apprehended,  162. 

Sandersglenn,  Josia,  signs  result  of  council  of  war,  185;  see  Glenn. 
Sanonguirese,  sachem,  speech  of  mentioned,  126,  127. 

Say  and  Sele,  Lord,  grant  to  mentioned,  113. 

Saybrook,  condition  and  equipment  of  fort  at  described,  22;  document 
dated  at,  162 ; fort  at  mentioned,  103,  171 ; fort  being  built  at, 
172;  letters  dated  at,  1,  22,  180;  mentioned,  1,  22,  171,  180. 
Saybrook  colony,  amount  disbursed  in  settlement  of,  2,  5 ; mentioned,  1. 
Sayers,  Daniel,  signs  result  of  council  of  war,  186. 

Scalleux,  Abraham,  pursuit  of  described,  180. 

Scarborough,  Earl  of,  member  of  council,  89. 

Scaticook  Indians,  hostile  to  the  whites,  165. 

Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  capture  of  mentioned,  69;  surprise  attack  on 
mentioned,  60. 

Schrick,  Mary,  mentioned,  9. 

Schuyler,  John,  member  of  council  of  war,  184;  signs  result  of  council 
of  war,  185. 

Schuyler,  Peter,  member  of  council  of  war,  184;  suggested  for  com- 
mander, 32. 

Schuyler,  Philip,  signs  result  of  council  of  war,  185. 

Scotland,  mentioned,  6,  20,  21,  24,  26,  49,  52,  95,  111,  122,  142. 

Scott,  Goodman,  mentioned,  1,  4. 

Scott  John,  mentioned,  10,  11;  sketch  of,  10;  testimony  about,  10. 
Scouts,  difficulties  about  described,  163. 

Screws,  mentioned,  2,  4. 

Seamore,  Charles,  to  be  apprehended,  162. 

Seekonk  river,  mentioned,  151. 

Seely,  Robert,  fights  Indians,  67. 

Sewell,  Capt.,  mentioned,  115. 

Shelter  Island,  N.  Y.,  mentioned,  16. 

Shepard  (Shipheard),  Mr.,  mentioned,  4. 
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Shipping  and  navigation,  act  for  encouraging  and  increasing  sent  to 
Connecticut,  137. 

Ships,  registration  of  discussed,  146. 

Ships  of  war,  sent  to  Massachusetts,  52. 

Shot  for  great  guns,  described,  171. 

Shove,  Seth,  letter  signed  by,  155. 

Shrewsbury,  Earl  of,  member  of  council,  89;  mentioned,  38,  46;  order 
by,  137. 

Sidney,  Henry,  mentioned,  137. 

Simpson,  William,  to  be  apprehended,  161. 

Slaughter,  Henry,  mentioned,  47. 

Smith,  Elisha,  signs  result  of  council  of  war,  186. 

Smith,  John,  document  signed  by,  137. 

Smith,  Richard,  letter  written  to,  18;  sketch  of,  18. 

Smith,  Symon,  pursuit  of  described,  180. 

Soldiers,  many  sick,  35 ; pay  of  stated,  69 ; provisions  being  sent  to,  35. 
Somers,  John,  mentioned,  89;  opinion  of  on  validity  of  charter,  38. 
Southampton,  N.  Y.,  mentioned,  10,  17. 

Spencer,  Robert,  mentioned,  137. 

Spicer,  Capt.,  member  of  council  of  war,  184. 

Spicer,  Jacob,  signs  result  of  council  of  war,  185. 

Springfield,  Mass.,  mentioned,  19;  relieved  from  Indian  attack,  68. 
Stanley,  Caleb,  mentioned,  109,  111,  115. 

Stanley,  Caleb,  Jr.,  mentioned,  186. 

Stanley,  Nathaniel,  letters  signed  by,  172,  177. 

States  General,  mentioned,  16;  towns  under  jurisdiction  of  mentioned,  8. 
Staves,  payment  to  be  made  in,  5. 

Stebbins  Benoni,  defence  of  home  of  described,  177. 

Stedman,  I.,  mentioned,  36. 

Stockings,  mentioned,  4. 

Stone,  Samuel,  mentioned,  66. 

Stonington,  documents  dated  at,  150,  152;  Indians  attack  from,  68; 

mentioned,  150,  152,  170,  182. 

Stoughton,  Thomas,  letter  written  to,  14. 

Stratfield,  mentioned,  159. 

Stratford,  mentioned,  159. 

Stuyvesant,  Peter,  letters  written  by,  8,  9. 

Sucqunch,  his  action  commended,  18. 

Sunderland,  Earl  of,  order  by,  137. 

Sydney,  Henry,  Viscount,  member  of  council,  89. 

Talbot,  Charles,  mentioned,  89,  137. 

Talcott,  John,  and  his  troops  pursue  Indians,  68;  declaration  by,  7; 

guarantees  payment  of  colony’s  bills  of  exchange,  7 ; sketch  of,  7. 
Talcott,  Joseph,  mentioned,  7;  is  near  death,  36. 


INDEX. 


207 


Tavistock,  Duke  of,  mentioned,  89. 

Taxes  in  England,  mentioned,  40. 

Tayler,  John,  mentioned,  128;  signs  result  of  council  of  war,  186. 

Taylor,  Daniel,  letters  written  by,  171,  180. 

Tenison,  Thomas,  mentioned,  89,  137. 

Thompson,  Mr.,  mentioned,  5. 

Thompson  Major,  mentioned,  29,  38,  48;  will  deliver  colony’s  petition 
to  the  king,  30. 

Thompson,  Maurice,  mentioned,  2,  4. 

Thompson,  Robert,  mentioned,  2,  4,  5. 

Thrall,  Timothy,  letter  written  to,  14. 

Tomson,  Thomas,  sketch  of,  10;  testimony  given  by,  10. 

Townsend,  Major,  mentioned,  115. 

Tracy,  John,  letter  written  by,  163. 

Trade,  act  for  encouragement  of  sent  to  Connecticut,  137, 

Trade  and  navigation,  claim  that  acts  of  have  been  violated,  101. 

Treat,  Robert,  address  signed  by,  24;  and  his  troops  pursue  Indians, 
68;  commission  signed  by,  62;  document  signed  by,  28;  instruc- 
tions signed  by,  57 ; letters  signed  by,  21,  23,  25 ; letters  written 
by,  30,  31,  35,  101,  148,  164,  166,  181 ; letters  written  to,  29,  31,  39, 
40,  87,  95,  98,  99,  111,  119,  149;  sketch  of,  29. 

Treat,  Robert  and  the  Council,  letters  written  by,  101,  109,  112,  126, 
129;  letters  written  to  104,  105,  116,  118,  120,  131. 

Treat,  Robert  and  the  General  Assembly,  letters  written  by,  122,  123; 
letter  written  to,  136. 

Treby,  George,  opinion  of  on  validity  of  charter,  38. 

Trenchard,  John,  letter  signed  by,  95;  member  of  council,  89;  men- 
tioned, 78,  94. 

Trevor,  Thomas,  document  signed  by,  89;  mentioned,  87,  106. 

Trinity  College,  Dublin,  Ireland,  mentioned,  37. 

Troops,  may  have  deserted,  184,  185. 

Turner,  Ephraim,  mentioned,  173. 

Tweed  river,  Eng.,  mentioned,  139. 

Tyler,  Watt,  mentioned,  170. 


Uncas,  sachem,  mentioned,  168,  169. 


Vanschayck,  Goose,  signs  result  of  council  of  war,  186. 

Varlett  or  Varleth,  Mr.,  estate  of  mentioned,  9. 

Varlett  or  Varleth,  Judith,  accused  of  witchcraft,  8. 

Vernon,  Mr.,  mentioned,  38,  46. 

Virginia,  mentioned,  56,  73;  ships  to  mentioned,  104;  treaty  with  men- 
tioned, 126. 
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WabaquassET  country,  mentioned,  167,  168,  169. 

Wadsworth,  Joseph,  goes  with  troops  to  New  York  province,  113. 

Wales,  Dominion  of,  mentioned,  139,  140,  141,  142,  143,  145. 

Walker,  Zecheriah,  letter  signed  by,  155. 

Wampanoag  Indians,  war*  with  described,  66. 

War,  method  of  carrying  on  discussed,  177 ; plunder  and  captives  from 
to  be  divided  amongst  officers  and  soldiers,  34;  see  Council  of 
war. 

War  with  French  and  Indians,  aid  in  to  be  given  by  Connecticut,  56. 

Ward  (Waird),  Capt.,  mentioned,  30,  31. 

Ward,  Edward,  document  signed  by,  89 ; mentioned,  46,  87 ; opinion  of 
on  validity  of  charter,  38. 

Warham,  John,  letter  written  by,  14;  mentioned,  15;  sketch  of,  14. 

Warwick,  Earl  of,  patent  granted  by  mentioned,  103. 

Warwick,  Mass.,  see  New  Roxbury. 

Warwick  patent,  mentioned,  1,  5 ; purchase  of  by  Connecticut  men- 
tioned, 103;  see  Say  and  Sele. 

Watson,  Caleb,  mentioned,  64,  108. 

Webb,  Joseph,  letter  signed  by,  155;  mentioned,  155;  suggested  to 
preach  election  sermon,  164. 

Wells,  Noah,  signs  result  of  council  of  war,  186. 

Wendell,  Harmanus,  signs  result  of  council  of  war,  186. 

Wesbie,  John,  to  be  apprehended,  161. 

Wessells,  Capt.,  member  of  council  of  war,  184. 

West  India  Company,  towns  under  jurisdiction  of  mentioned,  8. 

West  Indies,  mentioned,  179;  ships  to  mentioned,  104. 

Western  Islands,  mentioned,  143. 

Wetherell,  Daniel,  letter  written  to,  42;  sketch  of,  42. 

Wetherell,  Tee,  to  be  apprehended,  161. 

Wethersfield,  mentioned,  15,  29,  36,  164. 

Whitehall,  Eng.,  documents  dated  at,  81,  89,  137;  letters  dated  at,  56, 
95,  136. 

Whitfield,  Nathaniel,  declines  to  act  as  agent,  37;  may  become  colony’s 
agent,  27 ; mentioned,  30. 

Whiting,  Capt.,  garrisoned  Deerfield,  69. 

Whiting,  Joseph,  attests  copy,  186. 

Whiting,  William,  Connecticut  unkind  to,  37 ; has  declined  to  serve  as 
agent,  27,  46;  letter  written  by,  40;  letters  written  to,  43,  55,  72; 
marches  with  his  troops,  124 ; member  of  committee  to  discuss 
carrying  on  of  war,  178;  member  of  council  of  war,  184;  men- 
tioned, 27,  29,  30,  47,  54;  signs  result  of  council  of  war,  185; 
sketch  of,  40. 

Wickford,  R.  I.,  letter  addressed  to,  18. 

Wilkins,  Benjamin,  signs  result  of  council  of  war,  185. 

Willard,  Mr.,  pursues  Indians,  67. 
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William  the  conqueror,  mentioned,  170. 

William  III,  address  to,  24;  address  to  be  presented  to,  26;  congratu- 
lations sent  to  on  his  accession,  26;  letter  from  mentioned,  73; 
letter  written  by,  56;  letter  written  by  mentioned,  149;  letters 
written  to,  111,  122,  128;  mentioned,  36;  petition  presented  to, 
78;  petition  to,  79;  petition  to  be  presented  to,  27,  28;  plot  to 
assassinate  mentioned,  122;  see  King  in  council. 

William  III  and  Mary,  address  and  petition  to  mentioned,  57,  62; 
address  to,  49,  52. 

Williams,  John,  death  of  mentioned,  176. 

Williamson,  Capt.,  member  of  council  of  war,  184. 

Williamson,  Caleb,  signs  result  of  council  of  war,  185. 

Winchester,  Marquis  of,  petition  by  mentioned,  36. 

Windham,  mentioned,  164. 

Windsor,  church  in  mentioned,  14 ; controversy  in  church  in,  15 ; men- 
tioned, 14,  19,  25,  131. 

Winthrop,  Fitz  John,  appointment  of  as  agent  mentioned,  73 ; assistance 
desired  for,  71,  74;  commission  sent  to,  42;  commission  to,  16, 
62 ; commission  to  discussed,  75 ; consents  to  act  as  commander, 
32 ; desires  sufficient  funds  for  his  mission  to  England,  63 ; has 
returned  from  England,  149;  his  return  from  England  expected, 
148;  instructions  to,  33,  57;  is  about  to  sail  for  England,  71,  72; 
is  ill,  19;  letters  written  by,  63,  64,  75,  78,  87,  95,  98,  99,  104,  105, 
107,  116,  118,  119,  120,  128,  131,  134,  149,  178;  letters  written  to, 
17,  32,  35,  42,  101,  112,  123,  129,  163,  164,  166,  171,  172,  177,  180, 
181;  mentioned,  69,  76,  81,  93,  97,  128;  orders  from  mentioned, 
22;  petition  of  discussed,  89,  95;  petition  of  to  the  king,  79; 
proclamations  by,  160,  161 ; reports  his  arrival  in  London,  78 ; 
sketch  of,  16;  suggested  as  commander,  31. 

Winthrop,  John,  appointment  as  magistrate,  5;  letter  written  to,  126; 
mentioned,  6,  9,  18,  91 ; payment  of  his  bills  of  exchange  guaran- 
teed, 7 ; sketch  of,  5. 

Winthrop,  John,  Sr.,  mentioned,  5. 

Winthrop,  Mary,  mentioned,  166. 

Winthrop,  Wait,  his  election  as  magistrate  suggested,  19;  letter  written 
to,  148;  mentioned,  148;  sketch  of,  148;  treats  with  the  Indians, 
67. 

Witchcraft,  mentioned,  74. 

Withered,  Daniel,  documents  signed  by,  150,  152. 

Witherle,  Mr.,  mentioned,  42. 

Wolcott,  Henry,  mentioned,  20. 

Wolcott,  Simon,  letter  written  to,  14. 

Woodbridge,  Mr.,  mentioned,  64,  108. 

Woodbridge,  Benjamin,  letter  written  to,  14;  ordination  of  intended,  15. 

Woodbury,  mentioned,  159,  165. 
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Woodcreek,  council  of  war  held  at,  184;  mentioned,  64. 

Woodstock,  mentioned,  164. 

Woodward,  Nathaniel,  mentioned,  131. 

Wyantenuk,  mentioned,  124. 

Wyllys  (Willis),  Ruth,  mentioned,  16. 

Wyllys,  Samuel,  commission  of,  16 ; declaration  by,  167 ; letter  written 
by,  19 ; signs  as  witness,  7 ; sketch  of,  16. 

Yauu,,  John,  property  of  seized,  181. 

York,  Duke  of,  mentioned,  93. 

York  and  Albany,  Duke  of,  mentioned,  20. 

Young,  see  Jonge. 


